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PREFATORY NOTE. 

bese Tales and Traditions of our ancient Port 
for the most part originally published in 
That edition, however, having been long 
of print, the publisher, in deference to 
d demands, resolved to issue the one now 
ipletedin the following pages. The oppor- 
has been taken advantage of for the pur- 
of remoulding and retouching the old ma- 
, and adding thereto such fresh additional 
•iter as would impart to the volume a present 
(rest, 

The volume is not intended, even its present 
m, to contain a history of the Port, but simply 
preserve a few of its floating traditions and 
•da that live in story, and to present a hurried 
d perhaps imperfect glimpse of some not unin- 
■esting phases of its earlier life. 



TALES AND Tl 



Leith from carrying on any soil of trade, from owning 
houses or shop?, ami from keeping houses of entertainment for ' 
strangers. James 1., by a charm- dated 4th November 1^4, 
granted to Edinburgh " haTen-silrcr, customs, and duty of ships, 
vessels, and merchandize coming k<> the road and harbour of 
Leith." And James III., on 16th November 1482, granted (0 
thorn a charter containing a detail of the customs, profits, exac- 
tions, commodities, and revenues of the port and road of Leith. 
An enactment or tho Edinburgh Tunc Council* dated in the 
year 14fi5, ordained that no merchant of Edinburgh should be- 
come partner in business with any resident in Leith, under 
penalty of furty chilli ngs, and forfeiture for a year of the freedom 
of the city. By a grant of Juines IV. ; dated 9th March 1510, 
a right was given to the city of Edinburgh to the new port de- 
noiiiii.at'.-l Nowuavon, lately made by the said king on tho sea- 
coast, with the lands thereunto belonging lying between the 
chape! til St Nicholas and the lands of "\Vordie Brae, niih certain 
faculties and privileges. By a charter, bearing the some date, 
J iino i IV. confirmed the charter by Logan cf Restalrig, already 
lueiiiioin-d. On Sib. October 1000, Mary rati (ltd an act and 
decreet of the Lords of Session against the inhabitants of North 
Leith, "adjudging tho pro* oat and bailies of our said town of 
Edinburgh to be proper judges for the said inhabitants in the 
petty customs uf Leith, belonging to our aforesaid town of Edin- 
burgh." The superiority of tho town of Leith was granted to 
Edinburgh by a chnrlor of Henry and Mery, dated 4th October 
1501 ; and on the 2d July 1007, certain citizens of Edinburgh 
marched into Leith hi military order, and performed some 
manojavreB to represent the capture of tho town, and tho com- 
plete o*crtl.roir of its independence. *On 24th March 109C, 
James VI. empowered, by a letter of gift under the privy seal, 
the corporation of Edinburgh to levy a eertsin tax, during a 
certain period, towards erecting, supporting, and repairing the 
bulwark, pier, and port of Leith. 

All of these grants were eoufirmed by a charter of confirma- 
tion and noyodamu* by James VI., dated 15th March 1603. 




nts tntiihu of fcitji 



EARLY HISTORY. 



Leilh has been wrilteu in a greot viriciy of n-nys, 
; who had occasion to describe it adopting in.- own 
of phonography. Hence we find it indifferently referred tn 
f*f*. Ltt/th, Letkt, Lithe. 

le earliest uicmiou of Leith which has been traced is made 
e Charter of the Abbey of Holy rood, founded by Dm id I., 
Itefa it i> culled "Inverleitn." On the I8th of May K&9, 
rity of kdinburgh obtained from Boburt I. a grar.r. by 
cr, of tbo port and miils ot' L*>ilh f waU (licit ip])urteauncci<, 
is payment of (ifiy-iwo merits yearly. Sir Hubert Logan of 
ilng, the hnronial snperior of the ground, by a charter 
Blat of May 1398, granted to the burgesees and com 
ly of Edinburgh a right to roads urid quays on his lands 
lo Leith. wiLh tlie liberty of breaking up hisgruuud for the 
ie of navigation, and of having shops and granaries, and 
other privileges. In February HIS, certain other rights 
by him to the city, restraining the inhabitants of 
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These early notes indicate that the time was when Leith waa 
a wretched vassal of the city of Edinburgh, whose corrupt town 
councils lorded over the towa serfs, with a pride and insolence 
fiercer than Norman baron over his Snxon churls. But tetnpara 
mutanttir, the times are changed, and Leith baa, through long 
years of ruinous oppression, nobly struggled for that freedom 
and independent existence which it now enjoys. In our sub- 
sequent rofuroncoa to the recent history and progress of the 
town, we hope to make it abundantly evident that it has 
thoroughly vindicated the right to claim its own motto of 
'* Persevere." Meantime wo again return to its early histor 



SACKINGS AND SIEGKS. 



• 




Few towns have been so battered and burned as Leith, with 
so little provocation given on its part. On no occasion did it 
ooart a warliko struggle on its own account, nor did it, on any 
occasion, reap the slightest peculiar advantage from any of the 
numerous engagements of which it was the scene. Its proximity 
to the capital, while it involved it in many instances where 
Edinburgh alone was interested, did not produce to it a corre- 
sponding advantage to that which the metropolis acquired. It 
was a sort of paint d' nppui, from whence the successful occupant 
might fulminate his throats or his terms, without any reference 
to the unfortunate serfs, who were more immediately interested 
in tho scene of strife and struggle. 

Of the numoroas fortified points which must have existed in 
Leith, or surrounded its walls, very insignificant traces now 
remain. Of the Town Wall not a single vestige, so far as we 
have been able to discover, now exists. Prior to 15*9 there 
appears to have been no regular fortifications around Leith ; it 
was an open town, liable at any time to a coup dc main. When 
P'Esse arrived with the forces iutendud to support the Queen 
ltegent, Mary of Guise, or of Lorraine, as sbe is variously 
designated, ho at once saw the importance of having a fortified 
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position aa & basis for whalerer military operations might be 
accessary, also as a place of retreat in case of any rererse. 
Accordingly, dependent as he waa fop scpport from abroad, be 
*erj wisely, in a military point of view, made choice of Loilh as 
ait poet of occupation, and proceeded to surround it « ilh strong 
•airenehmenu. It is idle to speculate on the materials of which 
the fortifications were composed, or argue regarding the hoight 
J Lbe walls, seeing that there is no existing fragment, nor any 
wry olear and definite description 10 guide our inquires. The 
not* that the fa rtifi cations were erected by the French, who have 
always displayed a talent for engineering, and that they were 
able to resist n protracted «eige, sufficiently prove that they 
•ere by no means contemptible defences. At she risk of being 
considered tedious, we shall, as rapidly as possible, indicate tho 
(osilion which the town walla and principal forti6cationa for- 
tterly t«cupied. 

The rampart erected by D'Ksse was of in octangular form, 
•iih a bastion at each angle, making, of course, eight in oil. Tho 
description given by the author of the Uutory of Lcith is so 
r and distinct that we cannot do better than gire it in his 
words, — " The first of these bastions, called Stamai/s Fat, 
«aa for the defence of the harbour, and w&s&ituated a, little north 
of the foot of Bernard Street, to which the houses on the shore 
did not then extend, there being none lower down than the old 
palace called the Kiny't Work, which stood between the foot of 
the street and the Broad Wynd. From this fort tho wall took a 
loath -east direction towards tho Exchange Buildings, where 
stood the second bastion ■* hence it continued its course 



• Where the Eichanjjo Buildlnga now stand there waa a narrow 
mound of earth, of conaidernbls height, and probably shout onfl 
hundred yards Ions, which used to be much frequented as a pro- 
nsaade , on account of the view which it afforded, by the belles of 
From which circumstance it obtained the name of iheLadiet" 
'Vi'A. This mound, to which there was an ascent by itene steps, 
iris the remains of the bastion spoken ef in the text, and port of 
Aft wait 
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mil west, and nearly on the line of Constitution S 
abont three hundred feet north cast of South Leith Church. 
From this point the wall proceeded in a south-west direction, or 
with an angle, toward* the top of the Kirlrgate, where it joined 
the fourth bastion, near to which stood a!no the gate or port of 
St Anthony, so called from its vicinity to the preceptory of that 
name. The rampart cow ran nearly in a straight line to the 
Water of Leith, intersecting the fifth bastion, tbo siW of which 
cannot now be pointed out with any degree of certainty. Here 
the wall was connected, with its continuation on the west side of 
the river, by a wooden bridge, which stood exactly a hundred 
and fifteen yards below the new stone bridge at the enw-mills. 
On the west sido of the Water of Loith, and a Hello way above 
its banks, the rampart joined the sixth, bastion. Hone, running 
nearly due north, it passed through a part of the Citadel, where 
it was again intersected by the seventh bastion. Taking now &n 
easterly direction, it terminated at the Sand Port} whore, to 
correspond with Bombay's Fort on the other sido of the river, 
stood the eighth bastion, and which, along with the former, being 
intended for tho defence- of the harbour, was strongly built, and 
wholly of stone. No trace whatever of this once formidable wall 
new remains, although several vestiges of it existed in (he time 
of Maitland [1753], and more lately in that of Kincaid, the 
latter of whom distinctly traced it between the Chapol of Ease 
in Constitution Street [now the Free Church of Bl John's) and 
Laurie Street, and thence with some interruption, to the west 
end of Cable's Wynd. Before the formation of Constitution 
Street, the rampart intersected, and having in dao ooar&e of time 
been reduced to a mere ridge of earth, also formed a part uf 
South Leith Barying-gronnd. An unfortunate and unthinkin 
wight of a ship captain, tempted, wo prosumo, by tbo duvil, one 
took it into his head to ballast his ship with this sacred ear 
The consequence, tradition has it, of this sacrilegious act was 
that neither the wicked captain nor his ship, after putting to see, 
wore over hoard of again." 

Kincaid further says that in his day *' the viatica of 
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i-i'i bastion " existed a Hub to the westward of the Citadel, and, 
i> description, we must suppose that they were in a very 
go^d state of preservation. 

Mr Campbell state* that he was unable " to ascertain how 
many ports or gates there were in the walls of Leith," and he 
mbf indicates the position of one, that of St Anthony's, at the 
;np of Kirkgate, and which must, from its position, have been 
the principal entrance (mm Edinburgh. But the nuine of 
Satuiport clearly points oat another, while wo know that near 
the site of the Citadel thore was St Nicholas' 1'ort, and on the 
side of the Links there would in all probability be another, 
either at the former "Ladled Walk," or at the present Linkt 
Lane, for we find among the multitude of petitions sent lo the 
Republican representative in Lcith in 1655, ono to the effect 
that ho would permit " the port to be open on Sabbath from 7 
d'cloclc in the morning till 2 o'clock afternoon, for outgoing in 
the morning of the people to sermon in the Links.' 1 Besides 
these Mailland girca a *' Bonnylown Port," so that, on fair and 
reasonable testimony, we have accounted for at least five gates, 
or ports, while Mr Campbell is only satisfied about one. 

Were such a trilling matter worthy of a serious discussion, we 
[Link we could have little difficulty in maintaining oi,r position, 
but, with the reasons assigned, we ore content to leave this matter 
to Uie judgment of the reader. 

Having thus hurriedly glanced at the preparations which 
Leith had made to resist, both predatory outrage and regular 
assault, we shall first dispose of the piratical burniugs of the 
unprotected harbour, before we speak of the sieges of the 
fortified town. 



BURNINGS OF LEITH BY THE ENGLISH. 

In almost its very infancy as a town Leith was doomed to be 
smsrk for English expeditions. So early aa 1313 it received a 
piratical visit, and on this occasion ail the vessels in tho harbour, 
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no great number in all probability, were destroyed by fit 
Again, in 1410, precisely the same scone wm onactpd. 
English flee*, consisting of ten sail, commanded by Sir Rol 
Lmrrerille, entered the Frith, ravaged the coasts on both aidi 
and burnt the snipping in the various harbours, of curse inch 
ing all that were in Leith. On this occasion tha English 
■troyed the largest ship which Scotland then could bouei of, it 
was named the Grand Galliot of Blackness. Besides the ships 
which were destroyed, the English admiral carried off fourteen 
vessels chiefly laden with corn, and such wbb the offoet of this 
unforacen supply on the English market, (bat the admiral was 
thenceforth known amongst civilians by the soubriquet of u Robin 
Mendmarket." 

In 1528, the Frith was again entered by an English fleet, 
consisting of seven vesseU, under the command nf Sir William 
Fits-William, Vice-Adminl of the fleet, who ransacked Leith, 
and burnt every vowel that ho could lay hands on. 

In 1544, Ilenry VIII., having failed to accomplish a contract 
of marriage between his son Prince Edward, afterwards Edward 
VL, and the infant Queen Mary, then two years of fige, resolved 
to mark his sense of the insult with which bo conceived that his 
proposition bad been treated, by an invasion of the country which 
Imii rejected the alliance which he had condescended to offer. 
It was natural enough for Cardinal Bontoun to prefer a French 
connection, under the peculiar circuinataoces, but it is deeply to 
be regretted, both for the sake of the country and that of toe 
hapless Mary, that the French alliance was preferred. It would 
now be an idle folly to speculate upon, or conjecture what would 
have been the destiny of Scotland bad the English connection 
been adopted. Our present business is not to discuss this point 
but to uarrato the events which followed its rejection. Im- 
mediately on learning tint French counsel bad prevailed, Henry 
resolved to despatch an invuding force to Scotland, in the hope 
of preventing theoonsummation of the arrangement with France, 
by obluining possession of the infant queen, or, if that failed, to 
demoottrata in a rery convincing way that his wishes were not 
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at tavaased era* !■■ wirj . Froea the papers ia pninn 
iW Date eat HavMsaoa. w* w enabled to tjive a copy of the 
«r* -ca H*«7 Till, ia th- form of a deapatca from 
_ aafil. aTaavaaiacd to the Earl of Hertford. A acre 
*i* never issued by aa arbitrary 
UvxM asabukms of na»in j 
ul*i- Defender of «w Faith.'* AfVr 
Uertlor-1 ifcaU ail pa-earns inroad was little more than 
s a*»x, aad thai the crsod aitearpt on the hberue* of Scotland 
Va%a«aarad for a ereaon, the despatch proceeds to instmrt him 
eat *e is to ester ScoUand. and " there to pal all to fire and 
aw a, *° bum Edinburgh town, and to rue and deface it, when 
■as have smckrd it, aid gotten what ynn can oat of it, u that it 
•ay remain for eeer a perpetual memory of the vengeance • t 
fivi bath ted ufx* Hi for their falsehood and disloyalty. Do 
•aat yo* cava, oat of hand, and vithoat long tarrying to beat 
awn mad overthrow the castle, sack Hulyrood House, and a* 
aaay tovnaavd tillages aa you coovenieaily can ; sack I. till , 
av) haara avd sebterl it, and all the rest, putting man, woman, 
aafcAaaf to lA> rwwd, without eacfjUion, when any reaiatanre 
rtfcll be made arainat you ; and, this done, paaa over to th* K t 
Uxd, aod extend like extremities and destructions in all i-*ds 
ud Tillages wherrunui you may reaoh conveniently, not furgrt- 
img, amongst all the r»*t, so to spoil and turn upside down the 
Cardioars town of St Andrews, as the npper alone may ht- the 
tether, and Dot one stick stand by another, $parin§ no creature 
anas* within the same, specially such as either in friend*:' 
tlcod be allied to the Cardinal.'' Such were the i aatrtl Ottem 
• bich *' his most Christian Majesty" transmitted for the -uid- 
anaa of the leader of the English invading force. The English 
fieet entered the Krith unopposed, and as no tortile riernonstra- 
Uqb was anode on shore, they deliberately looked oot for i lio 
fteet roprenient spot for effecting a landing. The idea of iu 
h«asion by Henry appears never to have been seriously enter- 
tained in Scotland, and bo preparation wai made to oppose it. 
Although a very inferior force might have caused great lues to 
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the invaders in effecting a disembarkation, they were permitted 
ti» land fit " Gran ton Crsggis," without the slightest molestation, 
and it was only wbon the army was on tbo march for Loith, 
that an attempt was made, by buty leries, to interrupt its pro- 
gSM As might be expected, the attempt failed, and Leith was 
immediately occupied by lh§ invaders and given up to plunder. 
It bo happened that the English army entered Leith obuut the 
hour of dinner, and the inhabitants, relying on the protection 
which those in power ought to have afforded them, and believing 
their assertions that the threat of invasion was only a rnae, hud 
proceeded with their ordinary avocations, and only took to flight 
when they found an unopposed enemy at their very threshholds. 
Ready cooked dinners ore rarely prepared f »r hostile invaders, 
and Hertford's army must consequently havo looked upon Leith 
as a place deterring of their best consideration, when Buah com- 
fortable preparations had been mode for tbtir reception. If we 
are to credit aconrerapitrary olironicler we must conclude that 
burnings were ralhor beneticial than otherwise to Leith, for we 
find it stated that when the English ariny entered Leith "be- 
twix twelf and una hour." they found the tables covered, '' lua 
daneris prepared, such abundaocenf wyne and victual!*, besides 
the othor substance, iliut in the lyek boundis was not to bo fouad 
neyther in Scotland nor England." Leith in those times must 
have bad resources which, we are sorry to say, it does not ap- 
pear to possess in the pre<*ont day. In former limes it appears 
to hare been plundered aad burnt in one year, while the next, 
pheuix-llke, saw it restored and flourishing. 

Having thus easily possessed himself of Leith, Hertford pro- 
ceeded to carry out hii instructions to the letter. Being foiled 
in an attempt to capture Edinburgh Castle, he deroted the city 
to the flames. The uouflauriitiuo lasted fur three days, aad, 
meanwhile, the English general carried his pious commission of 
'ire and sword (o all the surrounding country. Having boen 
joiucd by four ihousaud Border horsemcu, Hertford, leaving 
1500 of his troops aa a garrituu for Leith, proceeded to ravage 
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ihe country at a greater distance than he had hitherto ventured 
i head -qua iters. 
No troops could bo butter adapted for such a scrvico than 
these Border mosstroopers. Plunder and rapine weru their 
almost daily occupations, and they must have revelled richly in 
the wealthy country ihui was submitted to their tender mercies. 
The brutal Ueury could riot have made choice of more fitting 
tools for currying out liio work of murder and spoliation. The 
dissensions which existed among those who ought to have 
taken a prominent part in opposing the kngli&h invasion, enabled 
Hertford to carry on his devastations as if ho had been, in a per- 
fecily siibjiigoit'ii country. Holy rood wu given 10 the Haines, 
■ nd *-i general whs the havoc that, at length. the scattered ele- 
ments of Scottish nationality were gathered together, and there 
waa a prospect of the intruder being driven into the sea or his 
chips. Lord Lisle who commanded the English Beet, seeing the 
too of a strong Scottish army, counselled a retreat, and at 
once proceeded to embark a large portion of tho invading forces'. 
Before leaving Luiih, however, on the I3tb of Slay, Lht-y pro- 
ceeded to " brake duuua the piere of the tu.-i-ti ol I.i-ith, and 
brynt every slyck of it ;" thereafter they set tiro to the town, 
and destroyed every part of it on which tiny DOttld bring fire to 
bear with effect. At this period Scull mid appears to have pos- 
sessed very little in the shape of a navy. The only ships men- 
tioned aa being in the metropolitan harbour w*>re tho Sala- 
mander and the Unicom, arid these were captured and curried 
off by the invaders, oil ibe smaller craft being cumajiiwd to the 
flames. 

The hiitorian of tlm predatory for»y narrates with great 
gusto how they '' left ueylber 6 hippo nor bote beltngiug to 
nether village, town, creke, nor haven, of nether side the Frith, 
ween Stirling and the mouth of the river, unbrent or brought 
, which eontayncth in length 6ytio miles." Fort of the 
army embarked at Leitb, after burning and destroying to tho 
utmost of their power, while the remainder retreated by the coast 
road, remorselessly giving to tho Buinca every town sad village 
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lli j i l*y on their line of march, including Seton, Haddington, 
Dunbar, and Renton. A narrative of this pxpcdition was pub- 
lished nt London in tho same your, and it concludes with an 
enumeration of the towns and villages destroy pel on the occasion. 
From the peculiarity in the spelling, it is desirable to copy the 
very words of thia remarkable document. "We brynt the 
borough and town of Edinborough wt thabby colled Holyroode- 
house and the kynges palice adjoining to the same. The town 
of Leyth brent, and the hauen and pere destroyed. * • • » 
parte of Muskelborrowe town wt the chapel of our Lady of 
Laurel, Kinknrno S. Minetcs, parte of Petynwaynes [Pit 
weeui ?), the brente Islandc [Durntialund), &c. &c." 

Small time was afforded to Leith to recover from this burnt 
and pillage. Three years afterwarda, Hertford, now Duko of 
Soraerest, entered Scotland with an army of 14,200 well dis- 
ciplined soldiers, while a fleet of 65 sail, more than half of which 
were vessel* of war, entered the Frith, under the command of 
Lord Clinton, *h<>, as Lord LUle, had been llortford's admiral 
nil the previous invasion. Ou this occasion a Urge army was 
CnfleWed U) repel the invaders, but H was not composed of the 
n^lit fluff, nor actuated by the proper spirit ; and the remit was 
that, when the two armies crime into colhsirn on the fatal fi<M 
• f 1'iukie, the Scottish army, although numerically superior, 
suffered a disgraceful defeat, and very nearly as many Scottish 
corpses strewed the field an formed tho total muster roll of their 
fipp-ments. Tho opposing force thus scattered to the winds, 
Loiih and Edinburgh were again at the mercy of the English. 
On the 10th of Sept 1547, a large portion of the invading army 
occupied Leith, while the fleet lookup its position in the Roads. 
On this occasion the enemy found thirteen ships in the harbour, 
and such large stores of wine, and other valuable goods were 
found in the town, that the invaders were unable to find oooom- 
modalion for the plunder in their numerous fleet of transports 
and store-ships. Once more Leitu wus given a prey to the 
flames. Thia time, however, it is affirmed that the burning waa 
to fur accidental. According to Patten, tho historian of 
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expedition, on the day previous to that on which the army was 
to leave Leith, the Duke of Somerset, "mynding before, with 
recuuiueuce suinwhat according tu rewarde oae Barton thai had 
plaid an untrue part, commanded that over night hi* house 
should bo set afyr. And, accord i ugly, the some night, about five 
of the clock, wu this doon, many of uur soldiers thai were very 
forwards in fy tiring, fy ered with till haste all the town beside.*' 
idental or intentional, the result was that nearly all Lwtli 
consumed. Tbi> historian odds, that " VI. grotto ships 
lying in the baveu there, that fur age aud decay were Dot so apt 
for use, were then also set on fire, which all the night with great 
flame did burn very solemnly." Clinton remained lor sometime 
the Frith completing his work of devastation, and again every 
aud harbour was searched, and whatever vessels iliey cun- 
I, if not considered desirable captures, were at once com- 
mitted to the flames, and so acolously was this work performed, 
that there was scarcely even a ferry boat left oa the east coast of 
Scotland. 



SIEGE OF LEITU IN 1309. 



Twelve years otter the occurrences we have just narrated, 
Leith nua laied to be the scene of unother struggle, and to ex- 
perience many of the vicissitude to which a beU-a^^ lowu is 
liable during that most unnatural of all strifes, a civil warfare. 
As we have already mentioned, Leith was first fortified by the 
French under D'Esse, and having given a tolerably clear idea of 
the strength and position of these fortincationa, we shall uuw, as 
concisely as possible, narrate the events which led to the siege, 
and how Leith played its part as a fortified town. 

Mary ol Cjuist, the Queeu Regent, during the minority of her 
daughter Mary, being a zealous 'Roman Catholic, it was natural 
tpect that she would very speedily find cause of otfence in 
conduct of those noblemen aad others who had recently 
adopted the Keiormed religion, and who wen; equally zealous in 
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id support and propagation. Under the circumstances it was 
hurdly to be expected that negotiations could succeed, and the 
Regent tame Cu an open rupture with the Protestant part/, who 
styled themselves the Lords of the Congregation, as soon a* she 
fancied henelf to be strong enough, and both side* prepared to 
settle the dispute by un appeal to arms. The army of the 
Regent, which lay in Dunbar while many meaningless con* 
hMB0M were held with the Lords of the Congregation, was, on 
the 30th of July 1559, suddenly moved from that town, and en- 
camped on Leilh Liuta. This movement took the other party 
completely by surprise, and, although they were by do means 
unanimous amongst themselves, ihey hastily assembled a num- 
ber of their adherents, under the command of the Prior of St 
Andrews, afterwards E.nl of Moray, and marched towards 
Liiih. Before their arrival, however, the Queen had marched 
her troopa into the town, and bode defiance to any hostile fore*. 
To the further rthrnsy of the confederated Lords, the Regent 
proceeded immediately to prepare and increase the fortifications of 
Leilh. TJndf-r these circumstances a treaty waa proposed and 
concluded, stipulating for the immediate withdrawal from Edin- 
burgh and dispersion of the " companies of the Congregation," 
on the uue side, and the withdrawal of ibe French and free 
toleration of religion, on the other. Neither party were sincere 
in this engagement, and tho blamo of brooking; it has been 
bandied from the one to the other, Tho Regent proceeded with 
i.iir :'• niiii: itioDS, despite of a lengthy remon&traice from the 
hostile Lord*, who thereupon proceeded to declare, at the Cross 
of Edinburgh, that her authority as Regent waa suspended, 
that none of the liege* shuuU in future dare to act in her 
fencp. 

All hopes of an amicable arrangement having been abandoned 
by the most sanguine, the Lords of the Congregation proceeded 
to besiege Leilh, and formally invested il towards the nod of 
October 1559. Previous to proceeding to extremities, they 
Kummonod tho town to surrender, in the names of their "sove- 
reign Lord and Lady," meaning Francis of France and M 
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demanding that all " Scots and Frenchmen, of whatever eslaie 
and degree they be, depart out cf the town of Lei:h within the 
tpace of twelve hour?,'' ailed giog ilial ihcy bad " no such hatred 
at the one or the other," although, in a com mil meat inn which 
immediately preceded this, the/ bad said of the Kreoob troops, 
" that no honest men durst commit themselves to the mercy of 
such throat callers." This summons having met with the same 
contemptuous indifference as its predecessors, the w»r com- 
me need. Aft.-r several petty skirmishes, in which the usuail- 
unts were uniformly worsted, the Lords made preparation IW 
their grand assault Prorided with numerous scaling ladders, 
the army cf the Congregation boldly approached The walls of 
Leita, from which thoy mot with a warm aalute. The bidders 
. been found to be too abort, they were compelled to beat 
a hasty retreat, hevia* sustained considerable loss in their ill- 
planned expedition. The scaling- ladders had been prepared in 
the enured of St Giles, and the ministers at once imputed the 
miscarriage to the guilt which the people had incurred by their 
impiety, in having converted a place of worship to Bneh an un. 
hallowed use. A blockade win still maintained around Leitti, 
and every conceivable effort waB mudo to raise supplies. The 
troops aborted " no stuwuch " fur u reuewiU attack. Their puy 
wu in arrear, and, it may be, that they thought that Rome enrtte 
was still impending over them in consequence of their snorilegiomt 
use of St Giles* church, According to Kii<>i, " the men o^ war 
who w»re uieu wiiliuuk God ur honesty, made u mutiny, because 
tbey lacked a port of their wages." Without money it was very 
evident nothing could bo dono with such men. Voluntary col- 
lections were tried ; coining was suggested, bat the person in 
charge decamped with the tools ; a loan of four thousand crowns 
was procured from England, but it was captured on the way by 
the afterward* notorious Earl of Both well. Thus disappointed 
in regard to money matter^, the Lords of the Congregation were 
equally unsneceasful in procuring prortekmi. The unceasing 
vigilance of the French intercepted oil their supplies, and the 
fi'tces became at length disheartened, irresolute, or disordc 
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They positively refused to obey thoir leaders, despising alike th* 
threats i«F their officers, and the spiritual denunciations of tW 
ministers. The French haviuj; received intelligence that a oon- 
voy of provisions from Dalkeith and Musselburgh was proceed- 
ing to the enemy along the shore road, embarked a chosen body 
of men in boat*, and landed thcin at the Fixate Whins, in Order 
to intercept tbn expected convoy. A party had been detached 
by the Lords to protect the convoy, but it *u unexpectedly 
attacked by ihe French and utterly routed. They wero driven 
from the adore into the narrow irrigated defile between Restalrig 
siud the palace of Holyrood, behind the present r*tershill Barracks, 
and it was with Ibe utmost difficulty that they fatin.l shelter 
from the fire of the French. ThisoouhSat ended in a total flight 
on the port of the Scots, the Prior of St Andrews and the Earl 
of Arran, who commanded the escort, in vain endeavouring to 
rally their men, although (hay dismounted, and fought in the 
thickest of the conflict with the greatest intrepidity. 

Misfortunes, according to the proverb, never come single ; and 
the Lords of the Congregation experienced the truth of the 
adage on this occasion. The French, seising a favourable op- 
portunity, when the horsemen of the besiegers were absent on a 
foray to raise provisions, and while the foot soldiers were for the 
most part at dinner, such as it wub, made a forfotai and desperate 
sally from the town. Instantly the rout of the army of the 
Congregation, unprepared for this unexpected attack, became 
general and bloody. They Med MMM the fields between I. i!h 
and the Ctiltun Hill towards Edinburgh, in the utmost confusion 
and disorder, without offering the least resistance. Resolved lo 
complete, as far as they could with safety tn themselves, whai 
they had successfully beguu, the French pursued the fugitives to 
the Watergate in the Cauungate, and the foot of the steep 
street culled Leith Wynd, then the chief entrances lo the city on 
the north and east, putting evary man whom they overtook to 
the sword. Uullyburton, provost and constable of Dundee, 
attempted, at the head of a party of his townsmen, t > moke 
vjmelhiDg likt a statu! oguinst the assailants, and even threaten* 
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ti» attack Leith, hut he met with no betUr niccem, anil he was 
qnickly compelled to consult his ufoty by flight The French 
returned from thie assault in triumph to Loitb, where they were 
joyfully welcomed by the Queen Regent, who ascended the 
ramparts for this purpose. Observing several of them carrying 
•ocb plunder as they bad picked up, chiefly pots, pans, and. it Is 
mid, ktrtle* and pttticoatt, whieb, however, may mom the plaida 
and kilts of Argylo'a Highlanders, her Msjesty jocularly inquired 
whore they htuglti thtir warta. And so terminated the .&■*( siege 
uf Leith. The army of the Congregation, or what remained of 
it, immediately retreated to the west, and the Regent obtained 
posseSBinn of Edinburgh, and took up her residence iu the 
fasti*. 



SIEGE OF LEITH IN 15<!0. THE SKIRMISHES AT 
HAWKHILL AND HKRM1TAGE. 



The Lords of the Congregation having failod, as wo bare 
seen, to make any impression on Leith, immediately despatched 
s deputation to England to solicit the assistance of Elizabeth. 
Tbia, from motives of policy, was readily granted, and prepara- 
tion! made for the despatch of an army to Scotland. Tn the 
mean wlii le the French employed themselves in marauding ex- 
peditions, plundering the estates of those hostile to the Regent, 
and doing ranch to render her cause unpopular throughout all 
the country within the range of their operations. The Lords 
issued a proclamation, ordering a general muster at Leith an tlio 
loth March 1560, with provisions for thirty days, and in the 
urns month. Lord Grey of Wilton entered Scotland with n force 
,icly estimated at from 6000 to 3000 men. Protected by an 
English fioet, under Admiral Winter, this army proceeded along 
the coast, and, on the let of April, encamped at Rental rig. Be- 
fore they bad well completed their encampment, aud apparently 
before .they were joined by the Scottish forces, the French 
resolved to commence nn attack while the English were in tbe 

No, n. 
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oonfaaioQ incident on taking up their ground. Accordingly 
they despatched Borne harquebuasierB against llic enemy, under 
the coininaud of Colonel Martigues. This detachment, regard- 
less of the superior numbers which they wor* well aware they 
would bavo to encounter, crossed I .pith Links, nnrl took posses- 
sion of a now wooded eminence which gives its name to a modem 
mansion near It called Hawkhill, where a severs and Moody 
contest with " hagbuW, calleenere, and ptfitolets," and other 
weapons almost immediately ensued. The French gallantly 
maintained this unequal contest for several hours, but were at 
length compelled to retire, and were driven buck to the town 
with groat slaughter. The English took possession of Haw kh ill, 
on which the; planted their artillery, and they occupied tbo 
rising ground extending to Hermitage Hill, which completely 
ovorlooks the town and Links on the east. 

Soon after the repulse of the Freneh at Hawkhill, they at- 
tempted another rute as unsuccessful as the open attack. They 
sent a ipecinl message to Lord Grey of Wilton, requesting a 
short cessation of hoetilitios, which his Lordship readily granted. 
XakiHg advantage of thie truce, numbers of the French soldiers 
Uocked about the English eocainpmeuta at Reslalrig, Hawkhill, 
and Hermitage, pretending to be attracted thither by mere 
cariosity, while many concealed themselves in the neighbour- 
hood. When they thought their numbers sufficient, while still 
atfocting to be mere loungers, thoy purposely approached tbo 
English camp so near as to giro offence to the aeatinela, their 
object being to pick a quarrel, that an excuse might he furmahod 
for breaking the truce, When Lord Grey van informed of this 
conduct, he ordered them instantly to retire, bnt the reply of 
the French was, that they would like to know his right to order 
thorn otf the ground of their mistress, meaning the Queen 
Regent. They were told that if it wero not for the cessation of 
hostilities, granted at their own request, they would have been 
compelled to keep a respectful distance. This answer irritated 
the French, who, after defying the Bnguso to do their worst, 
deliberately discharged their pieces in the faces of those nearest 
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tin -in. A volley of oaths followed this unceremonious cutupli- 
raent, which wm the signal for a ^Aneral attack, and it com- 
menced in right ewnrart. Tho«e who were in concealment 
niibed to join the melee, assisted by tooeo who wore lounging 
about the camp. Tho Kngliah, thus taken by surprise, wero 
thrown into confusion; their whole army resounded with Ibo 
noise of & suddeu and desperate affray ; soldiers were seen run- 
ning to arm» in all direction)), and yet no one could tell what 
wu the cause of this dreadful uproar. At every torn they were 
met and slaughtered by tho exasperated French, and tho sh oats 
of the assailants were rein^lcd with tho incessant discharge of 
fire-arms. At length the English recovered from their panic, 
and succeeded in driving their assailants into the town, to which 
the latter retired in aTOellent order. The French lost one 
hundred and forty m*n in this bold affray, henides twelve gentle- 
men and five soldiers taken prisoners. The Iobb of tho English 
ib not recorded, but it may bo easily concluded, as thoy wore 
taken unawares, that it would exceed that of their assailants. 

Numerous skirmishes occurred between the detachments of 
the conflicting armies before the blockade was converted into a 
siege, and these usually occurred on the Links, midway between 
the two armies. At length, tired of this desultory warlh.ro. which 
was attended with considerable lose, while it did not forward 
the objects of tho expedition, the English commander, having 
been joined by 2000 Saottish troops, resolved to prosecute the 
siege with vigour. Accordingly, the position on the Hawk hill 
wan abandoned, a battery was erected near Lady Fife's IVsU, 
another at the spot now called the Oianft Brae, and a third 
about two hundred and fifty yards south-oast of tho bridge on 
the Junction Road. After several days* battering from these 
works, assisted by part of the fleet, which entered the harbour 
for the purpose, the English found that they hod miscalculated 
the strength of the fortifications, and accordingly they removed 
their encampment across the Water of Leith, in the hope that 
tho defences on that ride would he more easily demolished. In 
this, however, they were disappointed, and the siege wu con- 
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tii.ued nearly a roonib without the prospect of a terminate! n 
The besieged hud suffered a considerable loss of life, and tliej 
were reduced to the necessity of feeding on horse flesh, bui 
nevertheless on every point they preseuled a bold front to th< 
assailants, and defied all their efforts to effect a lodgment in thi 
town. The discovery, in late years, of several cart-loads a 
horses' heads in a oboed up well near the Links, sufficiently 
attested the bone-picking state to which the garrison and inha 
bi touts mast have been reduced at this time. At length tin 
patience of the English became exhausted, and they resolved U 
hazard a general assault at various points of the town. Th* 
plan was jndioiously arranged, bat, as on a former occasion, rlii 
scaling-ladders were too ihort; and, after many and fruitiest 
efforts, the besiogora were driven back with great slaughter. 
Whether it redounds to their credit or not, it ia not for ub tc 
decide, but certain it is that the inhabitants, took an active pari 
in the struggle, and suffered much on behalf of the Regent, whos« 
cause they had espoused. 

Finding Leith stubborn, beyond all anticipation, the EngUsl 
army, warned by a former failure, resolvod to try the effect of a 
simultaneous attack on various points, with the view of distract 
ing the attention of the weakened garrison. An hupurtanj 
point to be assailed was the Sandport, and this was intrusted t< 
Sir James Crofts; bnt it would seem that he had been rathei 
lukewarm in the cause with which he was embarked, and oithoi 
did not mako tho attack in the way with which ho had been in 
atracted, or, if he did, he very speedily withdrew his forces froa 
the post which bad been allotted for their occupation, ft ii 
possible, however, that this was merely assigned as a colourablt 
pretext whereby the ensmng defeat might so far lie accounted 
for. Again in this attack the ladders of the assailants wer* 
found to be too short, and they wore drivon from the walla o, 
Leith utterly discomfited and disheartened, On this occasion 
the lou of life on the part of besiegers was much beyond what 
could have been expected. According to contempory histori- 
ans, the French occupants of Leith held such a high place 
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■e esteem of the (air and frail portion of the inhabitant*, 
it many of then licenced ih«t ramparts sml sjbikUkI the 
French in repelling the assault. According to Knox, who 
seldom minoee matters when speaking of his opponents, " Tho 
Frenchmen"* harlot*, of whom the initial part were Scotch 
Kruutpets, did no lew cruelties than iliJ the loHieri, for betides 
that they charged their pieces, and mi nil I rate unto them uther 
weapons, eorne continowally cast itonos, torn* earns*! chimney* 
of burning fyre. somo brocbt timber and ulh-jr impediment* of 
weight, quails; with grit violence they threw over the wall 
spon uur men, hot especially when they began to turn their 
hacks." It is reasonable to conclude, however, that only a 
Tsry small number of these amazona were natives of Leith. 
Many most have joined the army from Edinburgh and other 
places daring their marauding expeditions. 

During tho whole of tbu» singular assault it is said that the 
Queen Regent, although labouring under an illness which in a 
Tew days proved mortal, eat upon the walla of Edinburgh Caatle, 
regarding with intense anxiety the vicissitudes of the fight. 
V. hen her Majesty saw the English repulsed, and the French 
assigns waving triumphantly on the walls, boo was unable to 
repress her joy, and she is accused by Knox of saying — " Now 
vt ill 1 go to mass, and praise God for that which mine eyes havo 
seen;" and she imuiediately proceeded to the (/antic chapel in 
pursuance of this pious resolution. 

The length of the niegc, which had now continued upwards of 
two months, either shows that tho English artillory waa of com- 
paratively little use, or that the besiegers were very ignorant of 
ordinary military uperiitiwm. Every attempt to tako the place 
by Hturm had failed; the leas of men they had sustained in their 
repeated assaults was immense; and the besieged, in the midst 
of famine and privations of every kind, not only remained un- 
an&ken, but continued with unremitting activity to harass their 
enemies by frequent sallies, engaging them oven in their new 
trenches. At length both parties became weary of a contest 
which pronmed little advantage to either, and in this frame of 










aaaad aa issJrshli arrangement ra readily ess tea-tarn e-i 
treaty ra conetoded between the Bishop of Vakwoee, who 
h-oat Fraae* for tbe purpose, om the part of bis onaiMijawn and 

Lord E*rteiga oa the pert of Qaeen Frianrinfcni 

It is probable teat the besieged were the soon wiling to eater 
in consequence of a great fixe which destroyed a, coo- 
pan of the town. Knox says that it " devoured many 
and asa/ir nrfaaZ," hot the Uttar part of th* ■anHJun ia 
seeing that the garrison had long before Wen compelled 
i pick the boaea of their shun horses. 

The Qucest Regent did not lire to see the termination of ax 
in which ahc had all along taken a deep interest. She 
dtad oa the 11th of Jane 1560 in Edinburgh Castle, and th* 
treaty was not eonctaded till nearly a month afterwards. Bj 
that treaty it «i agreed that the French should be allowed to 
— il—ir ananolssted far franco in English ships, *nd it was eti- 
that toe cJngfah should oommence their march home- 
on the day the French evacuated the town. Oa the 16th 
day of Job/ the French embarked, and the English army begaa 
sat route southwards. The French, before they embarked, 
ptnadere-1 the town, and safely deposited their trunks and 
|asusaifcs. well filled with whatever spoil on which they could 
lay their hands, on hoard the vessels in which they were to sail* 
Thus e»d«i the second siege of Leith, an event which was at 
tend ad with ranch effusion of blood, and which almost ruined the 
trade of the port. Immediately thereafter the walla and Rati* 
ficaaions of Leith were demolished by authority of the Privy 
Conceal. 

The town is thai described at this period, in a work published 
in 1614, by one Fynea Morysons, Gent. The writer appears to 
have been a most inde&tigable traveller, and, both by precept 
and example, a strong advocate for locomotion. He quotas as 
incentives to travelling, the examples of Abraham, Jacob, too 
Israelites, the Queen of Sheba, the Chaldeans, Greeks, and 
Komana with their merchants, legislators, and warriors, 
following the standard of ambition, hav? pierced to the very 
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gates of hell, with sound of drnaimee and trumpets." " Frum 
Edenborow there Is a ditoh of water (yet not running from the 
inland, but rising of spring), which ir carried to Lethe, and no 
to the sea. Lethe is seated upon a creek of the sea, called the 
Frith, some miles from Edenborow, and hath 11 roost commodious 
and large havon, When Monsieur Dessy, a Frenchman, did 
fortISc Letlie for the strength of Edenborow, it began of a baeo 
village to crow to a town*. And when the French king, Francis 
the Second, hud married Mary, Qneene of the Scots, again e tho 
French (who new bad in hope devoured the possession of that 
kingdom e f and in tbe year 1£60, begain to aim at the conquest of 
England) more strongly fortified this towne of Lethe; but Eliza- 
both, Quecno of England, called to the succour of the Lords of 
Scotland against these Frenchmen called in by the Queen e, soon 
effected that tbe French returned into their country, and these 
fortifications were demnlislied.' 1 

Leith Appears to have been thus left in a wholly defeneele&s 
state, and unable to offer the slightest resistance to an assailing 
force, no matter bow contemptible Thia will be made abun- 
dantly evident in tbe account of an engagement in Leith Roads, 
which wo copy from a letter written to James VI., by the Earl 
of Melrose (afterwards Lord Haddington). It in dated *' Kdinr. 
IS Jane [1621J at night." It begins * Most Sacred hoverayn," 
and proceeds to givo a very interesting account of tbe battle. 
An on former occaiions, we shall modcrniso the orthography, 
" Your Majesty's K-lter, coiamauding tho Dunkurkers, being in 
the harbour or road of Leitb, to be used as subjects of a prince 

friendship with your Majesty, and to he famished of neces- 
esi for themselves and their ships, at reasonable rates, ffM 
presented to yonr Council upon the llth of this month, and 
assurance given to the bearer nnd captain of tho ship, thnt, bo- 
liaviBuy themselves peaceably, they should be no worse used than 
yonr Majesty's own subjects. Ccujiuiandwenl was then given to 
the provost and bailies nf this town, that they and their water 
bailie in Leith should aec yonr Majesty's will in that business 
fully accomplished. The ship lay in the Roads, and the soldier* 
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repaired to land u tfaoy pleased, till Wednesday »t night that 

tiro Holland wugfctora* arrived, mod found a pinnace of theirs 
■ear the Dunkirker, who, about one in the morning, assailed 
tat Irunkirker, who made good resutaace, and first repulsed 
them from boarding, and thereafter by the space of two hours, 
interchanged a great number of shot on either ride, and man/ 
wotndert Before four, some of tbe Dunkirkers who were on 
land and aaw what bad happened, came and advertised me that 
the oombat was only surceased, because the ebbing tea bad 
brought all the abipa on ground, who, as soon as too water 
should rise, would renew their oombat, which they prayed ma to 
prevent. My Lord Chancellor and Treasurer being absent, I 
made speedy warning to the small number of Councillors being 
in town, to convene, and directed the provost aad bailie* to corns 
before then, and likewise sent for tbe constable, of the castle and 
admiral depute. Meeting first with tbe magistrates, I directed 
thorn to warn their citizens to be in aims, rcatij to march whither 
tbe Council should command them for your majesty's service, 
and conimandttd tbe constable to have the cannoniers, with ord- 
nance and all necessary furniture, ready to be employed in your 
aervice by the council. WbOj convening, sent a charge with the 
water bailie, with a herald and trumpeter, to command both 
parties, in your majesty's name, to keep jour peace, and forbear 
iuraaion one of another, upon the land or narrow waters, and 
that each ship should frend a principal man to the Council. 
Which being obeyed, 1 told the Hollanders in your majestj and 
your council's name, that great offence was taken at their pre- 
sumption, to trouble any man, being subject of a prince in amity 
with your majesty, in tbe very mouth of the principal harbour of 
tbisi yuur kiugdoiu, they of all others being most bound m 
humble respects of your royal favour to them, notour to all the 
world. Thuy excused tbe matter, complaining that the Dun- 
kirker had, within your majesty's waters, assailed and forced 

' In DaJfovr't Anmlt, after quoted, they ara described u "two 
•talu men of warn.*' 
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then* country's ships, killed of their nice, and had detained ft 
muaber of prisoners, whom, they requiring to bo rendered, Urn 
•laer's refusal to do tiiem reuoo, bad made them U> repair 
nolent in | try by lawful invasion, and desired that the Council 
were not to be arbiters of their controversies, but friendly r*> 
ouvero of both parties, who should behave themselves peaceably, 
and of new commanded them to forbear all violence to their 
adversaries in tbia country, or your majesty's narniw waters, 
and thereafter, calling for the Dunkirker, told him of the llul 
hoder's complaint, and wrong done by hira, on yoor majesty's 
coast, which be denied, affirming that what be had done was in 
the roomy seaa. We proposed the restitution of the prisoners, 
which he excused; but promised to keep your majesty's peace. 
The Dunkirker dewired permission to outer the harbour of Leitb, 
which was granted, and I think the others will do the like. The 
admiral-depute was directed to try what the seamen at Lett)) 
could perform, if we had found any of the strangers disobedient. 
He reported that they were altogether unable, and taw no way '• 
forie them to obedience tut by hrmging ordnance from tk< cattle to 
the atiort, to din'j litem w lony « then 'huulii he within ihvt. If 
they a hall keep promise of obedience, we will be relieved of that 
difficulty at this time; lint 1 will humbly beseech your majesty 
to consider and direct what course your Council uball take at the 
Idee ocoaaions, which may frequently occur boreaflor, in respect 
to the number of war aliipt* of both parties, in these seaa of late, 
now likely to continue, unless your majenty, by your excellent 
wisdom and royal authority, prevent it. We have commanded 
the captains of both parties to be before tbo Council to-morrow, 
and are informed that he who baa charge of the Hollanders is 
called Monsieur de Hautain, and is admiral of Zealand, of good 
quality and account amongst tbo estates. 1 ' 

The u water bailie at Leith " must have been a high func- 
tionary in those days, accompanied as he was on his mission by a 
herald and trumpeter. H:i.l the foreigners chosen to disregard 
the summons, and fight out their battle, it is but too evident 
that tbo Council had nothing more imposing than brave word* 
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to totarpOM. T<eith could do nothing, and the combatants wore 
not likely bO wait the arrival of artillery from Edinburgh Castle, 
wbioii, after all, could do them little damage. Scotland does not 
Boem at this time to bavo had a single vessel of war for its pro- 
tection, aa no reference whatever U made to any such force. 
We suspect that the "excellent wisdom" of his majesty was too 
much occupied with bis English affairs, to permit of his bestowing 
any thought about supporting hw "royal authority" on the 
Courts of his ancient kingdom. We are left in doubt, after all, 
whether or not thie matter wna torniinaleJ in the amicable wij 
narrated, for Balfour in bis Annals, gives a very different Torsion 
of the matter; but, whether but account be an exaggerated 
description of the first encounter, or baa reference to a second 
and moro desperate one, we have been enable to discover, but 
incline to the latter opinion. He sayB — " In this foresaid month 
of June (1021), two Stater, men of war, in Lcith Roads, foil 
upon a great wnr ship of Dunkirk, belonging to tho King of 
Spabi, aud, after a long fight, and many men killed and wounded, 
they forced her to run on the sand* at the entry of Leith haven, 
and thereafter set her on fire and burnt her. She was com- 
manded by Don Pedro da Vaaronne, n Spanish captain." 

The maritimo importance of Leith even at this early period is 
thus recognised by Vice-Admiral Sir William Mejison, a cUb- 
tinguiahed officer who nerved with Raleigh in the reign of 
Elizabeth, and afterwards commanded several expeditions under 
Jamoa VI. He died in lfi3fi> and the quotation Is from his 
"Naval Tracts," written probably about the year 1625. He 
aays:—'* Instead of Edinburgh, whioh ia the aupreroe city, and 
now uiado tho head of justice, whither all men resort as the only 
spring that waters the kingdom, I would wish that Mb majesty 
did fortify, strengthen, and make impregnable the town of Leith, 
and there U settle the seat nf justice, with all other privileges 
Edinburgh enjoys, referring ir, to the choice of the inhabitants of 
Edinburgh whether tlioy will mnke thsir dwellings where they 
do, er remove to Leith, where they shall enjoy the same 
•ibijriiw Uiey did in Edinburgh, His majesty may do it out 
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THE CITADEL. 



of these respects:— Lcith U a maritime town, and will am 
great labour and charge m carrying atiU convoying their mer- 
chandise to Edinburgh, which no uiftij bin will find i 
in; LeiLh Is a sea town, whither ships resort, and mariners 
make their dwelling, and the Trinity I i<>u««* being settled there, 
m«i lie* mora convenient for transportation and importation, 
il being the port town or Edinburgh, and in fine of war may 
cot off all provisions betwixt the *ca and Edinburgh, and bring 
Edinburgh to Ihe mercy of it." 

After the unfortunate battle of Dunbar, Cromwell took posBOt- 
aon of Edinburgh and Ledtli, By way uf oonaulidating lib* 
power, and keeping Scotland properly under control, he ordered 
the erection uf four Citadels in the mora important localities, and 
tho sites ultimately decided upon were Leith, Ayr, Inverness, and 
Perth. John Hay, who visited and described .Scotland in 1661, 
thus speaks of the Citadel of Leith. — " At Leith we aaw one of 
those Citadels built by the Protector, one of the beat fortifica- 
tions that ever wn beheld, pairing fair and sumptuous. Tbnm 
three forta advanced above tho rest, and two platforma; 
work* round about are faced with freestone toward* the 
i, and are almost as high an the highest buildings within, 
and withal thick and substantial. Below are very pleasant) 
convenient, and well-built houses for the governor, officers, and 
for magazines and stores. The™ ii also a good capricious chapel, 
the piazza, or void space witliin, aa large as IVinity Collego 
(Cambridge) great court. This ia ono of tha four forta; tho 
other throe arc at Su Johnston's, Inverness, and Ayr, the 
building of each of which (aa we arc oredihly informed) cost 
above £\ 00,000 sterling. Indeed, I do not flee how it could cost 
less; in England it would have coat much more." 

he gateways of thiB building and part of the wall still 
c gateway, & Saxon arch, is surranim'.ed by a email 
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and the wall u used as a carpenter's workshop 
and yard. Toward* the erection of this titastel Edinburgh waa 
compelled, under dread of losing the superiority of the port, to 
contribute £5000, and, at the Restoration, the city was forced to 
pay the farther sum of £6000 to the Duke of Lauderdale for the 
site, to which he had assumed a right, and, by a stretch of arbi- 
trary power, not nncnrnuioa in those days, wade it the medium 
of adding to his resource*. The Citadel must have been a build- 
ing of very great strength, judging from the portions which atill 
remain, and alao from the fact that, although greatly delApidatod, 
the old walls afforded a very good shelter to that dashing old 
fellow. Brigadier Macintosh, who, in 1713, crossed the Frith in 
open day, amid a fleet of hostile flaps, and defied, for four and 
twenty hours, all the force that the Duke of Argyle could bring 
against him. 

The narrative of this intrepid adventure forms an interesting 
episode in the history of Leitu, and may be thus told : Id the 
beginning of October 1716, the Earl of Mar, who waa then in 
arms in the North for the cause of the Prtteu J'.-r, thinking that 
a diversion towards the South would be of service to bis purposes* 
selected for this dangerous and debcate undertaking a flery 
higliJander who is variously deflcrihe-i as Macintosh of Eorlam; 
"old" Macintosh and the Brigadier Macintosh. H« had 
very shortly befure signalised himself hy the capture of Inver- 
ness, and there cau bo uo doubt that liar's choice was a most 
jinlii:ioi:H one. The troops placed at the disposal of the old 
chieftain amounted to 2^00, including the clan of which bis 
nophow wa.i the chief. On the 8th of October they left Perth, 
and pushed on through Fife. The Frith was strongly guarded 
at the most accessible points, but Macintosh was perfectly aware 
of this, aud executed a daring and most successful tusc auder the 
very noses of his opponents. OS' the harbour of Burntisland 
three ihips of war were moored, as that was a very likely point 
where an attempt at passing the Frith would be made. As there 
were no English force* on shoro, Macintosh pushed on 500 of his 
men, with inatructi-ris to seize- all the boats at Burntisland, and 
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make an ap penrance of their determination to rflVct a pa*** c 
Tula business was manured tau*t adroitly, .in J, whit'* the *bip* 
of war were thrnwr. entirely off their guard by the feint, tlio 
enfij Brigadier had •deed nil the boau at Anatrnthsr. 0%\\, 
weem, and the, and, embarking bis troops during the 
night, bad nearly completed his landing on tho Lothian shore 
before the men of war were aware of hit movement*. The at- 
most they could accomplish was to effect the capture of a few 
straggling boat* containing not more than forty follower* of the 
doughty .Brigadier. These prisonnri vera nt nnee carried to 
the Tolbooth of Leitb, one ship of war being only left at Hurnt- 
uland, tho other two having an:l>ored off Leitb, either to look 
after prisoners, or to make sure of capturing tiic Highlanders on 
their return. EorlnnTa boat* naturally made for the nearest 
ihore, hut in consequence of wind and tide, they were eon- 
liderably scattered, some straggling \* far down aa North Ber- 
wick. Hit arrangements, however, ooc-m to have been very com- 
plete, for he waa able to tnuebor hia forces the very next morning, 
the 14th of October, at Haddington, in good order for mischief. 
Government meanwhile was all but paralysed ; such a movement 
had not been calculated upon, and the precaution* which had 
been taken, it was believed, would defeat such an attempt were 
anv one fool-hardy enough to make it. Despatches were in- 
stantly issued for all tho available forces to march upon the 
capital, a? a midden stroke in tbis direction must hare told 
greatly in favour of the insurgents, or rebels, whichever may 
then have been the orthodox title. After collecting his forces at 
Haddington, Macintosh seemed to think that hia first duty waa 
to release his captured followers at Leitb. The report of this 
movement towards tho capitnl excited general consternation, to 
quote Mr Campbell, in tho " History of Leith," who, however, 
indulges somewhat iu a rein of exaggeration — "The approach uf 
fifty thousand cannibals could not have discomposed the heroic 
Kdinburghers more than did this counter-march of old Macintosh. 
The volunteers were called to arms; the whole pugnacious 
strength, of the town, oonsiating of cohorts from tho Canongatc, 
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tike vnmd Higfc- 
kbUMcvitr. AatUoU Brigadier 
c ani ej mo artillery with bim, be plastered wow ship* la the 
aarboar, m order to enable him to make a fitting i ta yuu ea to any 
bottle A flMO —t riliri iL On the morning of the Mowing day. 
ti* Duke of ArgyU, baring hurriedly arrayed an arroamerot of 
V* earalry, 200 infantry, and about 600 militia, made a kind of 
imvm tin wit of the CitadeL Oc the m ili t ia part of big ioroa he 
e*tU peace little dependence; according to Chamber*, " annoy 
of loeto dipped ailentiy oat of the ranks and returned to their 
banc*.** With anon troop* tittle wold be accomplished. The 
nighJaodara were dory mnnmoned to rorrender, Tinder penalty of 
the paciaaavnt of traitort, bnt they felt themeehrae secure 
•eumgh u> laogh at thia. Neither party wu in a proper position. 
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■ •ldfii, as the Highlanders may bi termed, ha«l no Hpooifio 
ol.jt-ct to serve by remaining in their quarters, and the Govern- 
ment forces, under Argylc, were unable to drive them from their 
position. On t,be approach of evening Argyle withdrew his 
troops, ami, at a later period of the night, Macintosh evacuated 
the Citadel, the water reaching to the kneel of his men as be 
crossed the Water of Leith, near the Pi or. Had the gallant 
partisan been required to achieve a similar undertaking noarcr 
to oar own tinio, ho would, literally, have stuck in the mud. 
Having eiTeoled a successful retreat from Lcitk across the sands 
to Musselburgh, which he reached about midnight. Ho after- 
wards took ponculGn of Seton House, whore he fortified and 
•njoyod himself, as the Duke of Argyle, in consequence of Mar'a 
advance on Stirling, coold not spare any troops to purauo or 
annoy him. After a variety of adventures, which might bo 
woven into a very attractive narrative. Macintosh joined tho 
troops which had been collected in England under the impotent 
auspices of the Earl of Derwentwater. It is not our purpose, 
nor is it required for our object, to trace minutely the subsequent 
proceedings of the fiery rtrigader. Our narrative hero must be 
rapid and brief. On the same day that tho battlo of Shoriff- 
Moir was fought in Scotland, Derwentwater and Macintosh sur- 
rendered at Preston, A Commission for trying the rebels sat 
in the April following, and " true bills for high treason '' wore 
found against Borlnm and upwards of twenty individuals simi- 
larly implicated. According to Lord John Russell, Macintosh, 
with several prisoners, "after having mostored tho keeper and 
turnkey, and disarmed the sentuscl,' 1 effected their escape. Some 
were retaken, but " eld Macintosh * was one of eight who suc- 
cessfully evaded pursuit, and thus he avoided embellishing tbe 
tree at Tyburn, where, there can bo no manner of doubt, he 
would nave been afforded an opportunity of "justifying'' him- 
self, with some of his friends, had he not managed matters so 
adroitly as he did. 
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EARLY COMMERCE. 



Thoao who have given themselves tbo trouble of noticing 
existence of a body in Scotland styled the "Convention of R< 
Burghs," must bnvo remarked among oilier officials a p« 
designated as "Conservator of Scottish Privileges at Cempvt 
Where Campvere was situated, or what were the paenlifi 
vileges committed to the care of the " Conservator," few 
here even of tbo Convention iteolF cocld toll, and it was if 
refer to a Gazetteer, or nn ordinary htrtory for information 
Ui e subject. Ae the matter is an interesting one in count 
with the early commerce of Leith, and, as we have said, 
abont which not mncli is known, we shall devote a little space I 
it hore. 

Tho royal burghs of Sootland possessed tbo very singular 
vilege of entering into contracts with foreign powers, for 
promotion of the trade and foreign commerce of the eounl 
and these engagements were uniformly respected and ackni 
lodged by the Government. The Conservatorship nt Cam] 
originated in one of these contracts. At one period Soot 
bad a very considerable intercourse with Holland, and 
countries of Northern Europe, extending from the Rhine to the 
lUHic. The principal traffic consisted, singularly enough, in 
thv evportatiuK of such raw materials, as bides, oil, pork, butter, 
tJtllow, wool, hemp, and minerals; with a few manufactured 
articles, such as woollen and linen yarn, plaiding, kerseys. Seals 
cloths, and stockings. Salmon were also exported under 
specially favourable conditions, ae being; a perishable commodity; 
and the importaliom consisted of fine cloths, prepared leather, 
war-like stores, articles of luxury, works of art In metal, wax- 
candles for religious purposes, bells, clocks, Jto. ; as nearly as 
possible reversing the present order of things. The principal, if 
not the only, port in this country connected with this traffic 
ww Leith, and those on the continent wcro chiefly Vere, or 






TALIS ilf D TBASIT10HI OF LXITH. 



Campvere, Middleburg, and Flushing. As early u MOT, this 
ip«cica of commerce was in full operation. As the principal ad- 
vantages lay with tbe manufacturers, every facility was afforded 
lo Scottish trader* in the continental porta. With the Dutch, 
especially, there were numerous free-trade treaties reciprocal 
eaough to satisfy, to the utmost, the wishes of those who object 
lo the principles on which the Free-trade of onr own time i» 
conducted. So important was the- Scottish trade considered to 
be, and eo Boxiooa were the various continental porta to secure 
a monopoly of it, that, fur nearly three hundred years, there 
■ere constant broils amongst tbe petty principalities ns to 
which ahoold, by outbidding its neighbours, secure the coveted 
commerce exclusively to themselves. After various shifting* 
(rum place to place, tbe principal continental port for Scottish 
trade was finally, during the government of William, Prince of 
Urange, died at Campvere. 

From various treaties entered into in 1690 97, and again in 
1748, betwixt tbe Convention of Royal Burgh* and "thubailliews. 
burgomasters, scbeepens, and councillors of the town of Vere,'' 
wo gain a knowledge of nome of the "Scottish privileges" which 
it was the duty of the Conservator to protect. It was agreed 
inn henceforth, as heretofore, the utmost liberty should tm 
afforded for the settlement of Scottish factors in that town ; that 
thsy should be under the government of their own laws; exer- 

beir own furm of religious worship; have a church upheld 
for them, and their minister endowed, provision being also made 

m support of tbe minor officials ; have a burying-ground 
rot their own asej that their ships sboald be allowed to enter 
•>a tbe same terms; that Scottish ships, driven by stress of 
weather into any port of the Seven United Provinces, should be 
I ree from all duties i that the legal authorities should lend all 
the aid of their official position to enforce the orders of the Lord 
Conservator and bis assistants, who was thus invested with the 
ty of a magistrate; bis warrant bore equal force with 
that of a local magistrate in all cases where Scottish subjects 
only were concerned, and the keeper of the prison was instructed 
III. 
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ta receive and dischsrgn partios on tho sole wirnnt of the 
servntor ; and further, it was agreed, that the Conservator, 
w*is to bo appointed by the M barrows," should receive bis 
from the town fuuds of Vere. Privilege* such as these are very 
rarely conceded by one nation In another, and we run very htUs 
m UMrting that no other nation can boast of having 
enjoyed such privileges and immunities. 

From the " Staple Contract, betwixt the Royal Burnt. 
Scotland, tad Um city of Gampvere in Zealand, *' to which in pre- 
fixed " An historical account of tho Staple by n private gentle- 
man ;" we learn that, in the early part of the seventeenth ecu- 
ury, !l ■ loo of Scottish merchants at Campvern bl 

oomo very wealthy, and was enabled very materially to aid, 
the Parliamentary army, and sabseinienlly the army vratoa 
attempted to effect the restoration of monarchy. As we do not 
> be r in have met with this statement elsewhere, we srisll 
tnako a brief quotation from the " historical account of the 
Staple " to which we have just referred r— 

" "We Bod that n early as the year 1SJ8. the Convent i 
Burrows R&Nd them [tho merchants at Cum; . 
payment of the arms they bad already furnished to the E 
They furnished afterwards the army which marched iota Bag 
land, to giro countenance to the juat demands of the En 
Parliament:, fur redress of grievance? ; and likewise fi 
English army for some yours, ait long as it could b.* properly 

tiie Parliament's, But as soon as that army list eigl 
the causa of liberty, for which they wera enlisted, and lei if 
themselves and their general in place of King and Parliament, 
tho v joined in every endeavour to restore the royul family. A 
M usurper Dertainly w*s ; glorious he was makine; 
himself by doing real good to the nations aver which be 
usurped the dominion, aad he soon became a dread to ull tho 
IHltiilTM arrouud him ; yet still the Scots Staple dared fa furnish 
arms ami warlike tjai H fur every attempt to pull him down ; and 
in particular, !he arm* and artillery that were left in the 
fields of Dunbar aud Worcester, wcro furnished by iheui." 
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For the greater part uf these advances, it would appear, the 
Factory was never repaid.* 

Subsequent to 1748, the enactments of the British Parliament, 
and the fluctuations of trade, very much altered the nuture of the 
commercial interoourie between Scotland and Campvere, but 
nevertheless the national compact continued to be respected, and 
m "Conservator at Campvere" was regularly appointed by the 
"Convention" down to 1845, when the officer who held the 
appointment is described, in the Edinburgh Almanac for that 
year, as Sir A. Ferrier, who was also British Consul at Hotter - 
dam. Dp to a very recent date the Conservator was a magis- 
trate duly recognised by the Supreme Courts in Scotland, and by 
the Legislature. His deliverances on civil or criminal actions 
were liable to be reviewed by the Court of Session on un appeal 
being made. The civil and criminal warrants of the Scottish 
Judges, moreover, could be enforced in Campvere, on Scottish 
subjects, in the same way as if that towu had been situated in 
the Lotbians, in place of Holland. 

It is worthy of rem irk that, a few years ago, the Bel- 
gian government actually founded a claim for a certain number 
of resselt, belonging to the port of Ostend, to have a free right 
of Ashing in the Scottish waters, in consequeneo of some ancient 
free-trade treaty, which had been entered into with the Conven- 
tion of Burghs, and duly recognised by the then existing 
Government. 

The following reference to Campvere occurs in the proceed- 
ing-! of the Forty-fifth General Assembly of the Kirk of Scot- 
land, held in 1582, and is curious enough to deserve insertion 
here:— 

" Forasmelkle as the Kirk und -rslnnds that there is certaine 
papists in C-iropuier, that QJt only troubles the congregatione of 

* In 1753 the Convention of Royal Burgh* subscribed L.I500 to- 
wards the expense ol building an Exchange ut Edinburgh. The 
metropolis has always been fortunate in obtaining extraneous a*- 
•htance in the erection of its public buildings, although it never 
faiU to assume the undivided honour wh.ch may attach thereunu). 
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BnaMfabw nation*?, but also the Fluymingia, tad w 
mil thsmsclres to the censures of the Kirk be reason ol lh#tf 
alloadgod privilodges : hoirforc the haill Kirk of Scotland, in «so> 
voyce, gives iheir full power and comraissioue to the miniater uf 
Camphier, to proceid against them, as they ought to doe therein 
itiemielres ; rpqacstand also the Conservator to bold hand onto 
iho Kirk, tbat order may be bod against them." 

The most prominent object on the Shore or Leitb, in the early 
liinory of the town, was a large block of buildings commMi 
described as the " King's Work, or Work," although, on 
occasions, it is oho referred to as " the palace.'' It occupied 
entire spice between Bernard Street and Brood Wyud. 
fnrmed an ornamental and imposing termination to the biiildn 
on (he Shore. None of the writers, who hare had occasion 
describe it, attempt to offer any explanation of the origin of 
limp, nor are we at all certain that our version will be accept 
a! a satisfactory one. From all that we can gather, we thinl 
[hat tliese buildings were erected by ono of the Stewarts, to serve 

»yal arsenal, and partly as a defence to the harbour. 
term " Work" would, In thin case, be applied in the same 
that we now use the words " Stores : ' or " Buildings. '' Fancil 
etymologists might trace the origin of the name to the 

and architectural pretensions of ihe erection, which en- 
titled it to be pre-eminently distinguished as "The King's Wnrk. 
W to the title of pslace is exceedingly equivocal. That 
was, for a very brief space, a royal rosidcDcc, cannot be dii 
mr.it wu what is known in Scotland as "a do no bettor''- 
* sort of compulsory receptacle for royalty. .Tames 
in" made a hasty and nn pre meditated voyage to Norway, 
of his bride, returned as unceremoniously and uoex] 
H he hnd left, and Holyrood not being ready for the ro; 
ITtJTi the King's Wark was prepared for their temporary recep- 
"Wcre this principle to be applied in the present day, the 
■umber of " palaces " would rery shortly be beyond all calculu- 
V.rcry inn where hor majesty spends a night ; every resi- 
leo.ee which she honours with her occasional presence, might, it 
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Mjne way. be dignified by llw *' style and title aj a palace 
jnmply ridiculous ; it might with equal pro] 
b*«o designated an bospiuJ, an it was subsequently <» 

tint mention of the King's Wirk it in 1477. wb*o Jane* 
of it* revenue a perpetual annuity ol t**U- 
Soota, for the support of ao altar which be bail I..uwl»«i in 
lirvb of Iw-stalrig. It is agsiu in eu turned, iuoidvnu 
•it Parliament dated 1527. It aharrd in the calami". 
which Lei to. was rieited by the army of the ferocious ' 

4, being set on fire and nearly burnt to the ground. In IMfi 

Chisboimt, who is described aa " Comptroller of Art'. 
ined a grant of it from Queen Mary, and it was ru-editied by 
him tn a etyle of great splendour. In the ratification of tfc 
fcftinent il is mid " to be a policy and great decorulioun of sflii 
realise, in ihnt oppin place and sight of all strangers and nl 
nMCrtand at the schore of Leith." Tho Comptroller must 
fallen into disgrace, and his fine building suffered damage sjofiag 
the civil broils, as, only eight years afterwards, in U7A, it VM 
erdered " to be cleaned out " for the reception cf people recovered 
from the plnguo. That the King's Wark reverted to the Crown 
M certain, as James VL, ia 1613, granted it to bis favouriv 
JtamheT'diuM. or groutn of the chamber, Bernard Lindsay of 
LoebiU. Lindsay rebuilt a great part of the buildings, and there 
is special mention of his hating fully repaired its uncUnt sass y * 
tit- also built a tennis court, which ia specially referred to iu the 
charter, as being " built for the recreation of his Majesty, and of 
foreigners of rank resorting to the kingdom, to whom it afforded 
great satisfaction and delight, and as adducing the politeness, 
and contributing to the ornament of the country, to which, by its 
happy situation on the Shore of Leitb, where there was so great 
a concourse of strangers and foreigners, it was peculiarly 
adapted/' The terms of this grant were, that Lindsay waa "to 
keep one of the cellars in the King's Wark in repair, for holding 
wines and other provisions for his Majesty's use." This, which 
have been a mere matter of form, is, by a curwua cxt- 
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f roymky, t(iU amr sa lyfcawy bia M rtf p re ss. ; I ii whew L 
sci«iW r W. l a aab r sV Wc tW IramUe bud 
« i>nh tarvtw. We v*«U junri) bare asttrned 
ini— iiiir*. Lad ii dm f i ra * aii n aye tifcnsinui. < - 
■eacrafly trass- w th y and paial isa,i«& writer aae* be carried 
i«ay «»n be *gets©n the wrote •xk." TW Iwsse which bo 
it** apon at havst* barn Lindsay's Ta*vra is that eM-fash 

r. Loos* known a* AftraaraTc _Y*>*. whvh pre se nt s 1U gable 
toward* the Shore, end ha* been tnsirnatratai in spoilir.. 
ratraace to Bernard Street. There » a caned stocte eb> I 
etoc with the rxrioas ilevk* of m raJa-tew. cat in 
sfrirging at either end from a swafe of caewds, with date of 

.-'. figure bfiae; now obliterated. Icostbes formed no p«rt 
of «bc King's Wart, and vast bare been erected at h-aat thirty 
ream after the death of Bernard Lindsay. In 1537 the raagi . 
trataa of Edinburgh wen m treaty with Liadsi 
house in Leitb to be a costosn boose," and, in 1 

ippesrs in ibe Couucil records: — " To ibe purchase of the 

Wart in Leith, 4500 lb. Scot?." It does not scetn thai A 

wai ef *r used as a custom-house, bat part of it was immediately 

.-ted into the Tron or \Vei5b-H0usc of Leiln, tnd so ended 

bW gl"rie» of ibis ■ poiicy and great decoration of the re 1 

It ia scarcely necessary to add that Bernard Street ilerires its 

rom the ■ cbimber-chiel," and Dot, as ii supposed, front 

the aninl of that name. 

The early and intimate connection which existed between 
Franca and Scotland, introduced into the latter country many 
customs which at first harmonised rery indtfferentJy with tha 
•d sober habits of Hie norlhemi. Gradually, bo 



TALKS k*D TRADITIONS 01 LKITH. 



wrought their way, and exercised a beneficial Influence in 

*• carts of the country where the contact was most frequent 

»cd sustained. With the customs many words and phrases were 

d, which look root in cur languoge, and havo tended to 

v and enrich it. Some of the importations hare not found 

• n abiding place with us, tnd one of the&e is the word M Bourse." 

uuiraleofi to our " Exchange," and wo atill preserve an 

n of it iu our "Timber Bush." This was the Tirabci 

or Exchange, and, ai such, it long figured in our local 

taulfl until it bocamo gradually corrupted into Bourse, Boras, 

*ud fiuallv into Us present meaningless tillo of "Bush." 

The Bourse to which we now refer was the chief mercantile 

ort of the days or the Dowager Qnoen Mary, and was situated 

what u now known ns Queen Street, hot which, in less patn- 

days, rejoiced in the cuguomeu ot" "the Paunch Market." 

The j)iti/r.-js, nr at least some of ibem, under which the merchauts 

the good town " wore wont to congregate," still exist, although 

I now included in the shop which occupiea tho west corner 

[he street at the Shore. 

Tin.- Timber Bourse occupied the spot covered by the buildings 
ihe " Bash," and was originally a large yard, enclosed with a 
Having been reclaimed from tho sea, it was Bab- 
co frequent inundations, on the occasion of high tides, one of 
. thus related by CsUfarwood, — "Upon the ISih Sept 
CI 6, there arose such a swelling in the eea at tbo firth of Lcitb, 
e like was not aeeue for a hundred jeers ; for the water 
>• in with violence besfne (he bulwarke. in a place called the 
tuber- ho Ifo [or Howf.no doubt meaning thn Hourse] where 
e timber lay, und curried away some of the timber, and maaio 
6t of herrings Iyiog there, to the sea; brak into sundrio low 
uses and sellers, and tilled Ihera with water. The people tooke 
is vxlraordinario tydo to be a to rw aiming of some evill to 
Amot atatea that a house whioh, in 1C20, occupiod the 
le of the old Wcigh-Iiuuse in Bernard Street, was described as 
mriaVd by the sea, which shows that the Bourse even 
'at nothing; more than a piece of vacant ground cm- 
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by wooden rails, and looked upon as a mere temporary 
In 1644. the limber trade of Leilh being on the increase, 
Magistrates of Edinburgh ewwd the Boone to be snrrouo 
by ■ strong stone wall, and from that lime it became ft. 
and important erect iuu. 

Although Leilh generally suffered when it eras made the 
of party straggle, it reaped solid advantages from the republ 
occupation. Very many English families were induced to 
at Leith, and they introduced numerous trades and proles 
which were previously all bnt unknown in Scotland. The 
glass and bottle-work in Scotland was established in the nc 
bout-hood of the Citadel, by the English residents hi 1662. In 
the JCinpdmn'* Intelligencer, under date 24th December Kttfl, a 
imall 4to Newspaper, which seems to hare been printed in 
Citadel, there appeared the following announcement ;— 

" A Remarkable Advertisement to tbe Country and Strangers, 
That there is a Glass-house erected in the Citadel of Leith, 
where all sorts and quantities are made and sould at the prices 
following- : so wit, the wine gloss at three shillings two boddels, 
the beer glass at two shillings sixpence ; tbe quart botiel at 
eighteen shillings, the pynt bottol at nine shillings the chopin 
bottle four shillings sixpence, the maskin bottle at two shilling* 
sixpeuce, all Scots money, and so forth of all sorts, conform to 
the proportion of the glasses; better stuff and stronger than is 
imported." 

It will at once strike the reader that there is a carious con- 
junction hereof English and Scottish customs. Beer, at least 
under this name, was previously unknown in Scotland, and the 
" mnskins " and "chopina" norer 6gurod in any early English 
table of measures. 

Although Scotland, from its earliest history, wss distinguial 
as a warlike nation, it never took rank as a uaral power, 
this Is easily enough accounted for. It was too poor to fit 
ships for purely warlike purposes, and it had no commercial 
whieh, by tbe easy process common in early times, could be 
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vurted into tttipt of war. The occupations of the majority n 
ihc people were paitornl and agricultural, anil tluir 
geuiufc was eiiiinuuily military. The Scottish rulers pre- 
ferred a land-foray to one by sea • the former could l>e extem- 
porised at any time, with a tolerable pnnpect of success, while 
ibe Utter required considerable preparation, involved a large 
outlay of money, and, after oil, wa* oftentimes mure dependent 
frjf a favourable result upon good weather than upon hiirrt fijjht- 
I'hc Tew ships which Scot laud possessed in early time* were 
generally the property of the nooks, who, in many instances, 
proved themselves to be shrewd speculator*, and these were 
found to bo quite sufficient for the trade in which they were 
j employed,— bringing articles of luxury from Franc* and 
bpain. The necessaries of life, and other articles of commerce, 
were left to the management r.f stray private adventurers, and 
■ •reipoers as oared to traffic with so poor a country. 

When ficctt are mentioned in our early annuls we are not to 
understand this as meaning decked vessels, bat simply bonis 
managed with oar*, for it does not appear that they were even 
furnished with sails, by means of which troops could be convoyed. 
from the main loud to the neighbouring inlands, or from one 
island to another. For example, we read that in 1 158, Somerled, 
Thane of Argyle, the rebellious vassal of Malcolm IV., had a 
/tod of fifty-three vessels, and, in 1 164, another of one hundred 
aud sixty. 

Alti-r France had discovered that the surest plan for keeping 
the English at home was to lend assistance to Scotland in her 
wars with her more powerful neighbour, we find occasional men- 
tion of Scottish ships, which, bowever, were generally furnished 
by France, or hired from other maritime powers. In 1336, we 
find it stated by Ky mcr that, upon some information thut the 
Scotch, with the aid of adventurers of all countries— outlaws 
they were called, men who were ready to serve in any cause, for 
pay and plunder— wero fitting out ships at Calais, from which 
port they infested the English seas, and threatened more serious 
operations, Ednunl HI. gave orders for equipping a fleet igainst 






b»7. •yn»fnn'irw«»«»» «f 

aftk* 
«/ ift* 

• ItelJ^ 
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In l't>. | -i...ri-hni«n f named John Mercer, w*» captured at 

«<« sin: r*J in Scarborough Castle. His son, in order to 

•ffacrt bli dd m i lDfl a\ got lOflHfeajff "certain sail of Scotch, 

iniarda ; came to Scarborough, there made a 

I, arid liberated his Ulher " 

|*» »l*rnHMl Iks whola oiuniry, and the English bad do 

• ■iiiUi.Iiv -I •ppose hu progress, latuiaemer- 

ut his own expense, equipped a 

lie* I which hi Ai&Moktd in search oi the cm. 

ruwotd hi liips were all captured, 

I and fifteen Spanish vessels, which had 

In , "mat riches were found aboat rf, as «i 
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in the fifteen Spanish ships as id the others, that were in the 
ratinue belonging to the ssme Mercer."* Although successful. 
the patriotic alderman was c -tiled to account fur presuming to fit 
out an armed fleet without the advice of the King's Council. He 
made a bold rejoinder to the accusation, as might have been ex- 
pected from such a man, and was " permitted to depart without 
further trouble for that matter." 

In 1410, Sir Robert Umfreville, vice-admiral of England, 
swept the Frith of Forth with a fleet of ten sail, burning the ship- 
ping in the various harbours, on which occasion he destroyed 
the largest ship which Scotland possessed. It was named the 
Grand Galliot of Blackness, and, from the manner in which it is 
spoken of, must evidently have been a royal vessel of war. 
Fourteen sail were carried off by the English, but it is expressly 
stated that these were merchantmen laden with corn. 

We And very little mention of the Scottish Navy after this 
period until the reign of James III., when the famous Sir Andrew 
Wood appears on the stage, and here also we have its first pro- 
minent connection with Leith Skippers. James III. appears to 
have had a decided taste fur naval matters, and seems to have 
afforded considerable encouragement to ship building. Accord- 
ing to Buchanan, the "great ship of James Kennedy was, in 
1476, " the largest that had ever sailed the ocean." Sir Andrew 
Wood who, according to tradition, was a native of Leith, and 
who certainly was a wealthy merchant, resident in the town, 
during the early part of the reign of James III., occupies a most 
conspicuous position in the naval annals of this and the follow- 
ing reign. He owned and commanded too well armed vessels, 
named the Flower and the Yellow Carved and with these he 
traded between Leith and the varioua ports of the Low Countries. 
He had early distinguished himself by deeds of naval daring, for 
which he was munificently rewarded by James. He accompanied 
the monarch, with bis two ships, when he determined to decide 
hit quarrel with the rebellious nobles on the fatal field of Sauchie- 

* Bolluubed. 
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urn in 1*88, ud cruised up and down the Forth the whole day 
•I the engagement, lb kept several uf hi? bunts close by '.lie 
Shore, on the right bank of the river, in order to receive the 
if the tide of battle should turn against him ; and, not 
a i' liiQg to remain inactive on such an occasion, he landed several 
iitm-s wilh bis brothers John and Robert, nod " a competent 
number of men, hoping to sharp in the dangers of the day • bOI 
no such opportunity occurred."* 

After the route of the royal army, Captain Wood was inde- 
fatigable in rescuing such of the stragglers nnd wounded as were 
able to make their way to the river, and conveying them to his 
ships. While it was uncertain that the king hud perished, there 
came a person to the associated uubles, who with the prince wai 
then at Linlithgow, " schowing ihame [hat tliatr was two schipes 
of Cftptane Woods's trevisching up and down the Firth. Thir 
schipes had sent thiiir cock boattis to land, and reoeaved in many 
hurt men withiu them, of cjuhoni they judged the king lo ba 
jne.'' f Knowing Wood's loyalty, this conjecture was considered 
to bo b very reasonable one, and immediately tbo insurgent 
army was marched to Leilh, and encamped on the Links. A 
messenger was forthwith despatched to Captain Wood, then in 
the Roads u ah his ship), to know if the king was on board. H« 
assured tho messenger that ho was not there, and that they 
might search his ships if they doubted his word. This 
reply was not satisfactory to the Lords, aud they sent 
to require the Captain's presence at the Council, in order 
that they might more fully satisfy themselves by a personal in- 
terview. Knowing the parties with whom he had to deal, Wood 
declined to leave his ship unless hostages were sent on board to 
ensure his aafe return. Finding him resolute on this point, the 
rebel peers despatched the Lords Fletcher aad Seatooaa hostsg«s 
for the Captain's safety. Thereupon Wood landed and boldly 
confronted the council. Here a touching incident occurred. 



• Abererombte's Martial Achievements. 

: r/iticottie'i Chronicles. 
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The young prince, afterwards James IV., wbo *-as iu the hand* 
of th* rebels, end who had never had much intercourse * ;;.'- 
his lather, exclaimed, on seeing Wood, " Sir, arc yemy father : " 
Touched to the heart by such a question from a youth who was. 
nominally, at the head of the conspirator* who had alum his 
f*tb*r. Wood, "with tears fftl U n t; from his eyes/' boldly and 
feelingly replied, " 1 am not your father, hut 1 am a servant la 
poor father, nnrl shall be to his authority until J die, and nu 
enemy to thom who wore the cause of his overt hr.-w." Th- 
ilirri proceeded to interrogate Wood, as to his knowledge 
- king's place of concealment. He replied that he knew 
nothing of the king, or where he was. He win then asked, who 
were the parties who came from the iiold o? battle and passed 
bis ships ? He answered that " II was I aud my brother, 
who were ready to have given our Urea in defence of the .. 
Still doubtful of him, they again pressed him with tho question, 
is do! then in your 10100?" With a dignity which well 
i* him, the gallant captain thus replied to bis que&t> 
Be is in it in my ships, but would In God he were (hers safely, 
k'uU defend htm and keep him harmless from all the treason- 
able crratiires who hare mardered him, and I hope to sit tfat 
when they shall be hangtd mid drawn Tor their demerit ! " 
ing that oothinp; could bo made of the undaunted sailor, 
hoisted away tho ca plane to his schipes, and icquyred 
lore tidings of him. " lie returned just in time to auve ibtj 
1 T tli'? hostages, lor his brothers alarmed at his protracted 
woe, were deliberately making preparations to hang them at 
l-arxo. 

: doubtful of Wood having told them the truth, and desir- 

ig revenged on him for his plain speaking, the council 

instantly summoned before them ''all tho skipper* and mariner i-> 

ftLrith, v and offered to furnish thom with "men, artillery, 
t the prince's expense, if they would sail out and 
plain Wood; bat, says Pilscottie, "they all refused; 
00 Captain Barlou answered and said, that there eren D I 
Scotland that would give Captain Wood's ships 
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bat ; for he was well practised in war, and had such artillery 
and mo d, that it was hard dealing with him either by sea or 
laud." On subsequent occasions Captain Barton showed him- 
self a brave commander, so that cowardice had no place in caus- 
ing their refusal, and the probability is exceedingly great, that 
their sympathies were entirely on the side of Wood, and that, 
had occasion required, they would have been forward enough in 
fighting under his flig. Discomfited on all hands, the retel 
Lords interfered no more with Wood. 

In the year following the unfortunate battle of Sauchieburn, 
Henry VII., taking advantage of the distracted state of Scotland, 
despatched " five tall ships," the largest of his nat y, to cruise in 
the Friths of Forth and Clyde. Although there was a truce 
actually in nominal existence at the time, the opportunity was 
too good to be neglected, and accordingly the English ships 
plundered or sank or burned all the Scottish or Flemish mer- 
chant vessels, which they encountered at sea or found in harbour; 
they chased a king's ship under the ramparts of Dumbarton 
Castle, totally obstructed all commerce, and made many destruc- 
tive attacks on the small towns and fishing villages of FiFe and 
Lothian. Naturally enraged at this wanton aggression, the 
young king who had shortly before been crooned as Jurae* IV., 
was anxious to inflict a summary chastisement on this semi- 
piratical fleet. The Skippers of Leith were applied to, but they 
considered the English ships to be too well equipped to be 
attacked, with any chance of success, by aiy force which they 
could bring against them, and they all declined to undertake the 
enterprise. In this emergency the eyes of king and council were 
naturally turned towards their firmer opponent Captain, now 
Sir Andrew, Wood. The king having pledged his royal word 
mid the public faith for his salety, requested him to appear be- 
fore the Lords of the Privy Council, to consider what means 
could be devised for putt ng an en*! to the outrages committed 
by the English ships. Wood r.adily obeyed the summons, and 
was made uware of the fruitless ettbrts which had been made to 
lit out a rieet at Leiih. ilis Majesty nude a strong personal 
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appeal to Wood, aud represented " what a shame, dishonour, si A 
lost it was, that a few English ships should ride under their eye» 
with impunity, committing every outrage and excess." This 
recital had ita effect on Sir Andrew, and he forthwith signilied 
bii willingness to give battle to the enemy, aud do his best tn 
redeem the character *if the country, which suffered greatly in 
consequence of the impunity with which the KnglUb were per- 
Bitted to pursue their career. Ample stores of warlike ma- 
terials were provided for him, and men were readily found 
willing to fight under such a commander. He was advised 
to fit out an equal number of ships to those of the 
enemy, but he declined to take any more than his own two, the 
famous Flototr and Yellow Carve/, and with these he sailed in 
search of the enemy, then cruising olf Dunbar. The odds were 
greatly against the Scottish Commander, but he was of tliut 
temper which, by making light of difficulties, y pretty certain to 
overcome them. According to old Pitscntti*-, •• he fore- 
gathered with the enemy at tho castle of Duubnr, where they 
fought very cruelly on either side, with uncertain victory ane 
lang space, notwithstanding the Englishmen were five and hi: 
but two." After an obstinate aod sanguinary en^u^ement, 
courage and naval skill prevailed, and victory declared in favour 
of Wood and his gallant companions. The whole five ships uf 
the enemy were captured and carried iutu Lcith. A rich harvest 
of rewards followed this achievement ; several estates were 
granted to Sir Andrew Wood, and he was created Admiral of 
the Seas, and received tho nnul license to build a castle at 
Largo with gates of iron.* His skill and valour, and the cour- 

• Tytler supposes that the ships which Sir Andrew captured were 
pir.tical vessels levying an un Authorised war, and, in support uf 
this theory, quotes part of the charter in his favour, granting him a 
right to erect his castle at Largo, wherein it is recited tiiat per- 
mission is given " because the said Andrew had, at great personal 
expense, built certain houses and a fortalice, on the lauds of Largo. 
by the hauds of Englishmen captured by him, with the object of 
resisting snd expelling pirates who had ofteu mvaded the kingdom, 
and attacked the lieges." 
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nee of bis stameo and soldiers, were extolled and magnified 
[ghoul the land, on ncrount of the novelty of their exploit, 
Andrew's fume became & terror to hostile skippers. 
English king could nut brook the idea of his licet btinj 
d and cuplund by nab un insignificant naval power a* 
m:I, and no doubt he was stung to the quick by the 
M exultation di$pUjcd by the Scotch after tbeir victory, 
uf the truce which had already received but icaut 
vledgment, Henry summoned a meeting of nil naval cap* 
"mnl after exhorting them to pirge away this stain oast 
im lie English name." he concluded by offering the then msgni- 
■Social prnai'iu of-ClOi'O per tunuui, besides other rewards, to any 
bo would engage Sir Andrew Wood, and succeed in muL 
B prsoner. Tempting as the oirer was, it was for tone 
I i .fill if any on? would bo found willing to undertake 
.•denture, so great W; « A« terror of Sir Andrew's namf 
alaeagal tii'ise who had ihe highest character for skill and 
iy. At length « ane captune of warre. - ' popularly known 
p ioa Bull, tempted by nmbitioo or love ol gain, made 
r of his services, and engaged, if properly equipped, b 
'• orliah Adniirol, and bring him. dead or alive, to 
the Knglish king. His offer was gladly accepted. Ta 
••-•t aud strungest vessels belonging to Uie royal navy 
tied for the enterprise, manned with a chosen crew 
u-bUamJ «Htl ffvssrji munition of war. In addition to their 
-.lent of men, the ships carried large com] 
■ Ban and aikaaaaOi led by knight* of appro ied valour, 
awn anxious to share with thfir naral brethren in thp 
ir ft humbling the pride of Scotland by the capture or 
LKffl of its vaunted Admiral, 
liiill. having got his ships put into proper fighting condition 
i i-n [rota ihf Thames in July 1490, and ran down the Scotti* 
•h of hi* enemy. Not meeting with tfa 
bsl prtHj oattaia tb:it bawovU not be lout; abMfli 
:b of Koriii, Sir Stephen Bull anchored his ship^. t , 
to* Ink of May, and nearly opposite the royal burg'r. 
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of Crmil. Tic- little iilaod was at that period inhabited by 
fi*«eral fa nidi ■*, and a few occle si attics belonging U> u | 
which h-i.I bttn founded in honour of St Adruin, who vu slain 
hi Ms homing* there by the Denei in 870, Here Bull procured 
ft supply of frwh watpr ond lorno other necessaries, so that !>•> 
bad no OO0M1OQ >>• visit the mamUiid, where his vi»it would 
Q alarm, and perhaps be the means uf preventing- his **a [■*■■■ (►-.! 
from sailing ioti> the snare which he had prop a red for liim. 

| urpoeo of preventing information, of his v 
rekch-og the Scottish Admiral, and that he might bactr ■ 
I ships when they hove ia sight. Sir Stephen captured all 
[thing boars on the nei^hbuuring coasts, and kept their 
craw* priftonon on board his ships. 

Admiral Wood had escorted ftmiie merchant vessels t< Flamli I -. 
■ml was on hie* return when Bull whs waiting for him nfj |he 
d of May. On the morning of the 10th of August, a hill* 
<Uybr.'uk. one of iho English flhip musters observed t*n 
vessel* under sail making for the Frith of Forth io the (Unction 
d'St Abb's Ilpfld, and having cnmmanicaled this (dreamt 
fo Bull, (be obtained Scottish b*ah»nnen were ordered lotl 
'inutc if the vessel* were llio;ie of Admiral Wood. A 
doulered that they could not (ell, but bring offered their 
im if thii was the expected prey, the nun immei 

ted that the Scottish Admiral was advancing. This 
injui-emtat wos heard with great joy by the gallant Cap 
who, with a hilarity which wa.s rather premature, pler< e ! 
■I casks of wina, which ho ordered to he disfrib ited am 

ho became exceedingly iu> rry. Ho tin n dUpi>*i d ■ t 

all »t their proper stations, charged his artillery, and sailed lo 

laiiral. 

i -I was mt-nnwhilo advancing, unconsofoua of any foe, until 

I the three English vessel* undt-r sail bearing down 

t video tly determined lo tight. He instantly prepared 

i id.- enemy. of whose purposes he had eridwitly hei rd 

«u.n« intimation, ts he makes special mpntion of it in lux address 

sailors when advancing towurds the enemy. His address 

No, IT. 
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wis sailor like, brief and energetic, and is curious from the de- 
•"-ription which it contains Df the armament of vessels of war in, 
vUnmt deya. After beseeching his men to bo " fierce" against 
!■■ ii t-'ifroics, »ho h*d sworn to make them prisoners toll* 
king of England, he weut on to t&ay that with God's help they 
i t^l in their purpose. "Therefore," he continued 
-Ives in order, every man to his own place, and let your 
PUH and crouboVTfi be ready. But above all, use the fire-balls 
well in the top* of the ships, and let us keep ocr overlnfts with 
i-'i liumlcd swords, and every good fellow do his best, and re- 
member that he Bghts for the welfare of the realm and bis own 
liouuur. nod please God, fur my own part, I shall show yuu 
«nod example." Wine was then distributed to the crews, who 
responded to tho Admiral's speech with loud acclamations. The 
ivi-li-th Captain having again "spliced the maio brace," also 
-ii bis crews oo the duties Uiey were expected to perform, 
mid both parties prepared for battle with the determination 
Ounquor or die. 
The sun was now above the horizon, and his brilliant 
11 upon the English vessels, displaying their superior size and 
to the Scots, who were nothing daunted by the survey. 
dutifully attained the weather-gage of the enemy, who 
discharged some of Iheir artillery at the Scota without effect, and 
Doalini dOM to Captain Bull's ship, the action commenced with 
k*reat gallantry on both sides. The noise of the cannon brought 
■ 1 ' mU of spectators to the coast of Fife and the shores of Bast 
Lothian, who expressed by their gestures and cries their hope* 
noil fears. The whole day were the English and Scotch engaged 
in closo combat, and at tho approach of night tho action was 
undecided. Lying by to refresh and refit, they were again sum- 
moned to arm* at the dawn of day. The fight continued obsti- 
nate, while the vessels, nog! vc ted by the helmsmen during the 
action, were driven before an ebb tide and south wind till they 
were near tho mouth of the Tay. At leugth the valour of Sir 
Irew Wood prevailed ; the English vessels were captured 
id carriud to Dundee, where tho wounded oa both sides w 
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properly Attended, and tha dend interred. The Scottish Admiral 
presented Captain Bull to Jamea IV., end was rewarded with 
the Tillage of Largo for his eminent services. The king behaved 
with great generosity to Captain Boll and his men, and sent 
them and tha ships as a present to their sovereign, with a mes- 
sage to the latter, intimating that Scotland could also boast of 
warlike sods both by sea and land, anil desiring (bat Henry 
would ao more invade the Scottish seas, otherwise a different 
would await the in traders. The King of England, although 
did not relish such a message, thanked Jamea for returning 
mariners and his ships, and concealed his real sentiments. 

The naval victory of Sir Stephen Bull, as the latter is titled, 
u celebrated, in the following old ballad, which, though of dog- 
nerit, is quaint and curious : — 






Sir Andrew Wood he was a man 
Of meikle worth, and brave. 

He fouchlen for oar noble king 
In ships upon the wave. 

The King of England he was wroth 
That one Sootishmsn, wi' twa, 

Should feohtcn oat his many ships, 
And ink' them prisoners a*. 

And he throughout his kingdom large 

Did proclamations make, 
Offering aue thousand pounds the year 

8ir Andrew Wood to take. 



And up and spoke a bold captain, 
Sir Stephen Bull was he :— 
"And I shall fight this Scottish nan 
TU1 he shall prisoner be." 
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Whereat the King of fair England 

Rejoiced exceedingly, 
And caused provide the said captain 

Ships and artillery. 

And lie past to our Scottish Frith, 

And sailed up and down; 
And of our fishing boats he took 

Fall many and full soon. 

But when Sir Andrew Wood be spied 

Wi' two, ships in his sail, 
full merrily and blytlio was ho, 

And to their parts did hail. 

No enemies our bold captain 
Thought in the Scottish sea, 

Ami, knowing impediment, 
He tailed right pertly. 

But when the F.nglish he did see, 

No fear had he at all ; 
His men to battle did exhort, 

Tff conquer or to fall. 

° Wo fight now For our noble King, 
Our wires and bairns guid ; 
And fur their s&kes wu'll always shed 
The last drap o' our blnid." 



And he has pierced tho auld red wine, 
And them to drink did gie ; 

And every mam to his neighbour swore 
From Soutbxuo ne'er to flee. 
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And stoutly forward then cunt they. 

Afore the blowing air, 
Upon lb© English captain's ships. 

To beat or fight nae mair. 


So that tho battle did begin 
Against the Southron foe ; 

From rising to the setting nan. 
Upon a rammer day. 


The Scotsmen fought like lion* bold, 
And many an English slew; 

The slaughter that they made that day 
Caused England's folks to rue. 


The English fought foil bold and fierce, 

As Englishmen do ayo ; 
And for the strokes thoy got they g«Te, 

As I shall ne'er gainsay. 


Yet when the erening come on. 
And they wore forced to stay, 

They parted even as tigers mad, 
Deprired of their prey. 


But ere the fun began to risa 
High from hit Eastern bed, 

The trumpeters began to blow 
Right loud from either side. 


And then thoy fought vita awful rage, 

And kilted aae cruelly, 
That ne'er a battle ere there was 

Sae terrible to see. 
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But ne'er n man can fight so well, 

Not fighting for his tin ; 
Nothing can moke the arm so strong, 

Nor tare a country's stain. 

The English, though they fought so bold 

As never man might dae, 
Save Sooltishmen, who never rest 

Until they won the day. 

Sir Stephen was a prisoner made. 

His ships and sailors all, 
Hame to the King Sir Andrew took, 

Afore his feet to fall. 

Our noble King; ha was right glad, 
And used them courteously j 

Good gold be gave, and sent them with 
Their ships to their ooantrie. 

• Go, tell the King of fair England 
That so I ueo tho brave » 
Bat If e'er here again he sends, 
They'll find a watery grave." 

Sir Andrew Wood, our bravo captain, 

Was thanked graciously -, 
Rewards and honours be did got 

From his king and his countrie. 

This battle fiercely it was fought 

Noar to the rock of Basa ; 
And when wi' Southrons we noxt fight, 

Hay ne'er worse come to pass. 



• 
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Incidental mention hu boon mule of an individual named 
Barton, among the skippers of Loith, who refused to andertake 
'.he capture of Sir Audrew Wood. No doubt be was one of a 
family of this name, belonging to Leiib, the members of which 
figure largely in the naval annals of James III. and IV., and it 
is worthy of note that several questionable captures, which were 
made by the ships belonging to this family, were, in some mea- 
sure, the cause of that war between the English and Scots which 
terminated in the fatal disaster of Fiodden. 

A ship containing a valuable cargo, commanded by John 
Barton, was seised by a Portuguese squadron in 1476, in con- 
sequence of which letters of reprisal were granted to Andrew, 
Hubert, and John Barton, his sons, to make retaliation whenever 
an opportunity occurred. In these letters of reprisal, the Bar- 
tons and their assignees were authorised to seize all Portuguese* 
ship*, until they were paid twelve thousand ducats by the King 
of Portugal- These letters were renewed by James [V. in 1506, 
and it appears that they carried on the war of retaliation with 
inch success ns to supply by their Portuguese captures the want 
of distant trade. In the poems of Dunbar, a blackamoor woman 
is mentioned among the novelties laid under contributions by the 
Bartons, who all became very rich. The justice of such letters, 
after an interval of thirty years, may well be doubled, and the 
contemporaries of the Bartons loudly accused thorn of piracy. 
At that period the people of Holland were subject to the House 
of Austria, and, probably at ibe instigation of the Portuguese, 
they had plundered some Scottish ships, and threw the crews 
sad the merchants in thorn into the sea. This was in 1607, and 
James, enraged at this piratical offence, sent Robert Barton in a 
large vessel to resent it Ha soon effected a retaliation, and 
returned with considerable booty, and with many chesta jilUd 
with ike heads of the pirates^ which he exhibited at the Scottish 
Court. 

Shortly after this, Robert, Barton was seised with his ship the 
Lion, at Campvcre in Holland, upon a remonstrance of tho Por- 
tuguese. The manner in which the Scottish skipper extricat 
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ttmelf from Urn aaitf-rsM d *• &*. *pp*» r bat bit capture 
»■■» I bare been of oo great duration, u Mtrrarct, Ducbesa of 
Sitojt, sad (jarenior of lb* Netherlands, complained in 15C9 to 
Junta of the capture of some tm»U by Andre* and John 
Bartun. Il is evident that ihoa* worthy skippers took c»t*n» 
p"t*ible advantage of their letters of reprisal against the Portu- 
gueae, and they were extremely apt to f*l] into the mistake i>f 
rapturing English tmeli for those of the fanner nation. Their 
ship*, the X.io% ft Urge ship of war, and the Jenny Pir m em , as 
armed sloop, under the pretence of looking out fur Portuguese 
trader*, mngfd along tbe coasts of England, and commute : 
ex ' entire depredations as greatly to impede nangatkin. Andrew 
Barton was the commander in Iheee piratic*] enterprises, and 
the mistake* be committed of plundering English vessels, under 
the pretence that they wen* Portuguese, occurred so frequently. 
tt.nl the attention of the English Government Mas at Jeiigik 
,y directed to his doing*. Rented c*mpL*iots w»-nj 
made to the Friry Council by the English mi-rvh-.su is, and in 
1511 I»rri Thomas and Sir Kdmund Howard, sm, . .f the Earl of 
Surrey, who distinguished themselves at the battle of Ftodden 
leaf with two ab'tps, well armed and properly filled out. lu 
fncounier Barton. In & few days the Howards were Septra ti-d 
by a vL»rm, and Lord Thomas Howard, when in tbe Downs, fell 
in witli the Lion, on board of which was Sir Andrew Barton.* 
Au obstinate aod bloody conflict ensued, which was maintained 
Ml delermi nation oo both sides, but the death of Barton 

* The Captain and his ship ore quaintly enough described in th« 
following ttansa of an old ballad which describes the engagement : — 

" He is braes within and iteel withoat. 
His » hi[i most huge and mighty strong, 
Widl eighteen pieces of ordnance, 

He curries on each Bide along ; 
With bMini for bis top-castle, 
As being all huge aud high. 
That neither English nor Portuguese 
Can Sir Andrew Barton pass by." 
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d the victory in favour of the Knglish. He fell mortally 
wounded, and it is said that when dying b<' conlinued to cheer 
his men with bis boatswain's whistle. Sir Edmund Howard, not 
' -rinnata than his brother, l",l in wild the Jenny f'nw.n. 
which, »fli*r an eneagooiont, lie took. Bnih vossols were brought 
itiio (he Thames, and retained aa lawful prises, while the surviv- 
ing crews, oansUtillg erf one hand red and fifty men, were dis- 
rnw -d upon their imploring mercy. James IV. greatly merited 
the death of Andrew Barton, and despatched a bcruld to tho 

b court, but nil the »li»fuctiun bo obtained from Henry 
tu, that the fate of pirates ought never to be tba cause of dis- 
pute among princes. 



Jatnea IV., shortly after Wood's victory orer Bull, directed 
Ml attention towards thp equipment of a navy, ond, in 1506, wa* 
to a condition to send a nVet to the Baltic in aid of bia ally tho 
king of Denmark, but it returned without accomplishing anything 
by ofreoord. Iu 1509 James received a present of two ships 
nf w*r fmm Fmnep, and, having obtained timber and workmen 
Ihfti country, bo conimcnocd in l&ll tn build tbo Gr«>ut 
i el at his harbour of Newhoveo. This " verrie uion- 
great whippy" was the wonder of the world, in 
bar day ; and, certainly, il the description, which is very rnin- 
iikly given by Lindsay of Pttscottie, be at all accurate, she ma.t 
have been u very uiuinmolh among the ships uf lliul period*. 
According io this authority "she wasted all the woods in Fife 
except Falkland wood, betides the timber thai came out of Nor- 
way. * • • Thia ship woe twelve soor<f feet in length ; 
ilnrly-six feet within the walls ; she was ten feet thick within 
the walls of cut ted rifles of oak, so that no cannon could hiirm 
bor ; she cumbered all Scotland to gel her to sea, * * ■ 
Sim had three hundred mariners to govern her , si xcure gunners 
to use her artillery, and one thousand men of war, besides cap- 
skippers, and qnari.T-rniiM.ars." Lindsay glvei aa his 
' Caplano Andro Wood, principal! captano of hir, 
ud fCubert Bartoue, who was amister skipper." Notwithstanding 
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her magnitude and armament the Groat Michael neterp 
any great service. She formed one of the fleet which Ju 
patched to the aid of France in 1513. Gordon of Tie tie 
a son of the Earl of Huntly, was constituted Admiral 
tlert, and ordered to take on b- urd about three thousand 
under the Earl of Arran. The squadron sailed from Leitli 
on the 2fith of July, and the king remained on buard Ih 
Michael, in order to animate ilin troops, until they reach* 
Ifleof&tay. Instead of proceeding ti» France, bo he h 
ordered, Arran, who appears to hare assumed the whole « 
of the expedition, directed his course for the north of In 
whero he landed, attacked Currickforguf, and plundered it 
circumslauce* of great barbarily, and almost entirely de 
it by fire. After this exploit Arran sailed for Scotlm 
landed at Ayr, in order lo place his spoil* in a plai*R of 
Enraged at his conduct, James sent the Tfterun Sir A 
Wood to supersode Admiral Gordon, but the Scottish Ue* 
sailed before his arrival. Sir Andrew seems io have ret 
his estate at Largo shortly after his oppointmenl to the 
Michael, a.i, in the year following. Lord Sinclair is men 
as the captain of this ship. 

The fate of this fleet is little known, Buchanan asserts 
was scattered by tempests, and that the Great Michael wai 
fered to rot in the harbour of Brest i but, on the other ha 
ia ascertained that the Great Michael was purchased by 
XII. in April 1614, fur forty thousand lisres, from the Da 
Albany, in the name of tho Scottish Government. Two 
■hips, probably the James and the Margarot, ware also 
and only a part of the fleet returned to Scotland. In May 
tho Regent Duke of Albany arrived at Dumbarton with 
ships, apparently a part of the fleet of James IV., laden 
warlike stores, and also with stronger implement* of go* 
— the gold and luxuries of France. 

Few notices of Scottith ships of war occur after this 
except in the occounla of the Lord Treasurer, and in there 
of their destructton by the English. When the Earl of He 
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made the fatal raid into Scotland in 1544, fee foand among the 
Teasels In Lcith two of ; ' notable fairness," called the Salamander 
and the Umeern. The former, with another ship called ihi- 
MoriscAer, hod been presented to James V. by the King of 
France, on the occasion of his marriage » ith the Princess Mag- 
ilaliae ; the Unicorn was built by the Scottish king. James 
had other two shipa— the Marivellifa and the Great Lion, tat 
these were not at the time in L-ith 

Besides being liable to tbe uft-repealtd devastating visits of 
hostile fleets, the vessels belonging to the port were also fre- 
quently taken and plundered by individual English advonturers* 
who, with a ship or two, were constantly prowling about the 
mouth of tbe Frith, and seizing all that were weaker than them- 
lelvea ; but it also must be eonfeued that the skippers of Leith 
in those times seldom scrupled to eke out their lawful earnings 
\>j occasional acts of retaliation, and there were some of them who 
made almost no exclusive trade of plundering the English ships, 
ud committing depredations on tho eosst of that kingdom, for 
which the almost constant hostilities of the two countries afforded 
easy advantage. 






A STOUT OF THE TRESS-GANG. 



The existence of such a monstrosity as the " Press -Gang," 
manning our navy, has always appeared to us as one of the most 
siugular anomalies In a country claiming, tho proud pre-eminence 
of being the '* freest of the free." Compelling free men to do 
anything against their will, which is not required from the 
general community, is sufficiently monstrous, but coercing men 
to fight under the So-called banner of freedom, is the gravest 
outrage that could be perpetrated in a free country, and ia more 
it keeping with the despotism of a Russian autoornL Tho press- 
gang may now be considered os a thing of the past. No govern- 
ment will, in the event of a war, venture to re-establish it. Oar 
navy mast henceforth be manned in a more legitimate way, and 
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we bar* no doubt that the change, while it u only bare ji 
ibe seaman, will place ihis arm of our defensive or aggressive 
power in a better position than it has hitherto occupied, and 
produce a race of nival heroes whose deeds shall oaUhine thoae 
of lb. ir predecessors, brilliant and unequalled elsewhere altbongh 
these be. Man/ of our best sailors were doubtless afloat, and in 
artire service, during the late war, but they were there in spile 
of themselves. With that admirable spirit which accommodates 
itself to difficulties which cumin be avoided, our hardy sailors, 
once in ibe service, bad no other thought than to do the best 
they could nndpr such circumstances. To most of them the 
ruyoJ service eflVred few attractions, but once rated on a sbtp, 
it* credit aud gtiod name were so closely connected with their 
own, thai i hey, in a great measure, forgot the tyranny and 
injusiu-* which hud brought them there. Id looking back over 
the proud rnusti-r rx>U of our natal triumphs during the lost war, 
ii is poailivrly astonishing to contemplate what whs accomplished 
with ships manned in the wny that our fleets then were. 
Puscher*, pauper*, and felons, were drafted on board our ships 
of war, and, in some instances, formed a majority of the crew. 
Genuine "suits" musi hare felt themselves degraded by such an 
Association, and it is marvellous to think bow ships bo manned 
curried all bei'*>r» thcio. Manned as oar navy must be, when 
war again darkens our horizon, ire have no misgivings as to the 
resnlL 

la turning over the pages of an old magazine, or glancing 
across tbc columns of an old newspaper, we meet with frequent 
paragruphs narrating the shifts which seaman bad to resort to, 
in order to escape the clutches of the press-gang, and mora 
frequently of the successful roguery by means of which they 
were entrapped. Wheu homeward-bouud vessels cbuhj near 
their destination, or near a naval station, the utmost anxiety 
prevailed m| board. It was e matter of painful speculation 
: ibe searaoo whether tbey should succeed in reaching their 
wn hi-oie?, after a Lengthened absence, or be captured like 
ilons, and be drafted ufffar compulsory service in the navy for 
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id indefinite period. Men pnneured in this way were treated 
■nil Nltli* eonsi deration, much Injustice Was heaped upon them, 
fcnd lit tl* or oo attention paid to their just complaints. The 
*ondtr is, not thai occasional mutinies occurred, but iful there 
«cr was ao/tbioK else thsu mutiny on board ofsblpa, the crews 
nf which were brought together and dealt with in the way «u 
ht*e described. 

la a small boost- which, until recently, stood at the had of 
the Shirrs Brue, and was distinguished by a stone tablet built 
itto the wiill, bearing the following inscription — " Itli-sit. be. 
God. of. his. Oiflia 1601. J.W.J.H7'— lived, at the date of our 
slory, ail aged couple uauied Miller, with their daughter, a brisk 
lively girl, who by her needle matnly contributed in support the 
family- Some few end fir between remittances reached them 
from a son who was in the navy, but these could never be calcu- 
lated upon, and when they did urrive, were buret j sufficient to 
ihaunied wardrobe of the family. So leng aa Mary 
■as spared to them, the old folks hoped to be aide t'» ki-cp the. 
*ulf from their do -r, and they moreover cherished occasion*! 
day dream* regarding ihe return of their nlnem son, with hii 
pockets richly lined with the prire-money of many years. Mary 
Miller was courted by o sailor, with the entire approbation of 
her parents, who had no cause to fear a separation from their 
daughter, although the auurtihlp should have the hgitimat* 
uttfcOii of a marriage. There was no immediate prospect of 
thus, however, a? her intended bud but recently euilcd on a whul- 
iiii; vuyugt*. Fur some mouths after the departure uf lljsiry 
Allan, the betrothed uf Mary Miller, matter* jogged on in their 
iinuiil course with old Miller and his family. There was a con- 
tinual struggle to make both ends meet, but somehow or other 
they did always come together, although a»t so pleasantly as 
1 hare been desired. Wo ought to have mentioned tbut 
iuug Allan had arranged with his owners that a portion of his 
iv should Ik paid to Mary, for the twofold purpose of meeting 
iy unexpected emergency In the drium stances of her parents, 
axd also with a view towards making some preparation* 1 jr tne 
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establishment of his own household gods, when the fates should 
permit of his union with Mury Miller. In those days there wu 
no electric telegraph, no raili, do steamers, nor even mail 
coaches. The conveyance of intelligence depended pretty much 
ufl the chupter of accidents, aud two letters, with dales a month 
apart, wer» likely enough to arrive together, through the meant 
of that establishment which the good folks of that day wen 
contented enough to consider a " post." At length the allowance 
on account of Henry Allan was discontinued by the owners ol 
the ship in which he had sailed, as they had learned that their 
vessel had been compelled, by stress of weather, to put into a 
northern port, where all the available part of her crew bad beta 
captured by the boats of a man-of-war, and the ship wu loft to 
rot in harbour, or be carried to sea by landsmen, with the com- 
fortable assurance, that if she escaped foundering iu the first 
gale, she would be certain of being stranded on the earliest lae- 
shore that offered. In place of affording encouragement and 
protection to the merchant service, and inducing it to be, as far 
as possible, self-reliant, it war the custom of the administrators 
of naval affairs to render it as helpless a« possible, so that it 
should be compelled to pay for an almost nominul prolco 
while perfectly able aud willing to try to keep its own, if 
altogether, without Interference, to its own resources. 

in the matter of evil things wo unhesitatingly aeknowlo 
that " it never rains but it pours," bat we confess to a mode 
degree of scepticism as regards the working of the proverb in th 
opposite direction. Be that as it may, the course of events, so 
for as the family of old Miller was concerned, afforded a strong 
illustration of our first position. Scarcely had the news of the 
pressing of Henry Allan reached them, until they were made 
aware that their long absent son was skulking in ono of the 
neighbouring villages, a penniless deserter with a price set upon 
his capture. A considerable amount of prize-money was due to 
him, but he bad tho misfortune to serve under a captain who had 
" come in at tho cabin -windows," and who had nothing in com- 
mon with the man be commanded. He looked upon bis ship as 
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a means by which ft fortune might be rapidly accomplish* d, ltd 
on his crew as the mere machinery by ■hfoh his object nu to 
t* gained A* might be expected, the cal waa in frequent uw. 
and the ship very speedily became disorganised— it wm ■ peridot 
bell a-tluat. The best seamen, utwbateror sacrifice, ROM 
too fcnppy to escape frum such t place, and araong*t those who 
were auooessful wu William Miller. Concealing hiam'lf by 
day, mod alternately by begging and threatening, he had man 
aged to make his nay home, but, instead of bringing the ex- 
pected stores of prise-money, he came an a fugitive nnd a vaga- 
bond, in itself, tbiawu disheartening enough for hi* pnr.-nu, 
but, coupled wuh their inability to atV«>rd him any assistance, ii 
was rendered doubly distressing. To re-enter the ro>al navy 
waa to court a very severe punishment — pcssihly a disgraceful 
death ; while to await the chance of escaping on board of a sea- 
going merchantman, was t,j tenure present starvation, and risk 
ultimate capture, William could not venture to approach Leiih. 
for th« visitations of (be press-gang from the Tender, stationed 
in the Honda, were very frequent •, and, as the scarcity of sea- 
men, increased, their searches became more and more rigorous, 
acd the difficulty of concealment witbin the range of their sur- 
veillance was likewise, increased. Hod he been provided with 
money, William Miller might have "battled the watch 1 ' with 
comparative comfort and safety ; but he was not only without 
(he means of subsistence, bat was prevented from trying the 
only way in which he could obtain the wherewithal. Frequently 
during the night he stole into Leitli, by the most unfrequented 
roads, to snatch a harried moul out of the scanty resources 
which tho labours of his sister had been abl» to provide. At 
length this state of existence became ao harassing, that he re- 
solved to proceed northward, in the hope of being able to obtain 
a ship at some of the harbours which were not so well watched 
as that of Lcitb. Accordingly, late one night, he had skulked 
into the town, like a prowling depredutor, to bid farewell to his 
friends, and obtain some small amount of money which, in spite 
of their own necessities, they had contmed to borrow for him. 






e**t*. Cs tarry ■ f i ■ ■ g om «T ckc fV>*t wk>i..,. 
jfcaW Mttesdy dropped fciaaaelf »u> tW m<bt of the bami. 
sur-Jits? tU of Uses, aad ■■m llia^ ansae, by his anurcvL*.! 
Waatbar frota ucdni or from terror, of cows* o-> 
bat jost u MUkKi raotb-r jr.jveud her newt 
the window Co »e» bow her son bad esrsort, ibe pistol of o* 
lb* areas-gang *«( off, snd lb* boU-c passed ihroogfa ih« b 
of the old woman, who fell a lifeless e-rpse ra the ?p- i ««hr 
■ he bad so recently stood in the rigour -»f ordinary hr.Ub, 
Mb ting the panting tremors uf msifmil ux i m he* 

the loot, bat tboogfat it had bt»«n 6r«*d oft.-r him, mj it m.-relv 
added wings to his flight. Had he dreamed of ne> fatal results 
be would, in all probability, hare braved every danger, and 
turned lo the Bide of hi* murdered p-u-enL He wns, :, 
■pared this ag<>nj, and was suocessfal in e4Wtinj( his es«*» 
although an active pursuit was immediately instituted, regard! 
of the melancholy tiogedy* which bod already resulted tnun ( 
attempted capture. No investigation was rond* as to the em 
of death i if the authorities knew anything fit all of the oiattt 
lUny preserved a prudent silence, aud allowed old Miller to bur 

uithful helpmate without interference or assistance. Mea 
»)o|.. Willium who, in his liable to escape, hud not po*po* 
1 sflf of i In- araftll store which his frienda had provided (• 

. vu placed lu a worst position than (bat which he former!. 
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oernpied, bad as chut was, fir lie whs equally unabL* lo le'ive the 

■ 1. mill dared nut nguiu venture into l.cjih. At 

b it bc-i'oaio kaown Ui tho lender of the pre**-£Oiig thai four 

I Uauds were concealed in the village of L-uroUirphior, 

tnJ us 6iicli a hajl as ihu was not of every day occur t 

preparations were n ide> to ensure a nueeetsful aitaoapt 
i a of mon who wore guilty of tn> other 
QUO Out uf being ablu seamen. Knowing ilul iln^e with vtb> in 
a] ti < tltMkl were resolute and half desperate uicn, great pre- 

■ .5 were taken by the pr^s-gang to keep their mon DHbla 

1 r.' ; -o fir succcaaful (hut ihey were fu-ily in 
ili r presence via* Un.mu to those moat in- 

■ (I. Unf triuuutely fur them, their neceishiei liwl ann> 

1; up u living arid a Imaging Where they best 
ui tin y fti re token in detail, and (be wlnl- cnpmrt-d> 
Uul tuVcied, however, wiihuui u few brukeii hearti 
ind taken, but wither piriy were disposed tu | ( y 
uurli eireu on Buoh trh\js, and, now that they had secured [btfr 
;nng wen- m»t Luvkwiird in niauifvatlng mm* 
rude i' u path) with their eupliv«i. Most uf ih< m bad 

' !i - 1 1 ihcDiielvvs hi 1 difficult hb it may bo to a u 
1 i.-i-riuin il <d that tln'St 1 who bid thtcmaelvci l>. 
ia <jl iLt prons gung "ere. ufier ihej had been partial 
id lo iheir aituiiiioti, the most to be depemhd upon on Much 
id us that winch %& have just detieribed. Uu i!.--:r 
. I 'itl, thepretacd men were immediately conveyed no 
icurj 1 lie Tender, and pi iced in i ie bold, al >ng »3lb llws few ej> 
ringjniU, where, Willi no mwonimn* 
ved lb© on nn», they were eorpt'li-d to bard 1111- 
ut iniiulu-r had bcin collected lo uiukc up u a oarjp , " 
: dten round to miao of lite great naval depuu, Twi 
Ilia arrival on board of the lender, Wiih»m Miller, and Iha 
.: captures, won brought on dcok to be examined, 
order to afford auch a* su* lit un opportunity uf i 
taring f .r a particular ship, or for general service. I'cfo tun iu III 
' 4 Miller be was recognised as a men-of-war's man, and, a& ho 
V. 






7ALX* AKI> TtlDmOES O? LUTE. 



at oaw eo*fe«eed that bs> was a deserter, be 



■ r& ri i 



rona until be was tried by a court martial lie was 
/or the Aral Droe made aware of his mother's death, and the 
c»n»taac»s under which it bad occurred deeply affected hi 
Be had nut been put in irons, to He resolved to make an 
to accoojpliah hia escape that very evening, although we can 
hardly conceive any object which he could bare in view at all 
ooaunonsarate to the risk. Having managed to elude the notice 
of the seotry and of the watch, Miller reached the bows of the 
vessel, and let himself down into the water, with the intuition of 
swimming avhnr*. The slight splash which he made on entering 
the water was sufficient to alarm the watch, who fired &oversJ 
in the direction it waa presumed he hud taken, more for 
tns purpose of giving the alarm tu the boat which was rowing 
guard around Ihe Tender, than from any hope of being able to 
cripple the fugitive. Cramped as he had boon in the hold of the 
MY-uilt-r, badly lodged and worse fed fur a considerable time, 
Millar was unequal to the self-imposed ta.;k of swimming to the 
and his lifeless body was discovered by rome ushermen 
n ing morning, as they were proceeding to the 
scene of their labours. It was immediately taken on shore and 
removed to a little "dead bouso," which stood in South 1 ettfe 
Cbureh-yurd. Passing through the Kirkgato, Mary Millar 
chanced lo hear that the body of a drowned sailor was lying, for 
the purpose of identification, in the church-yard. She waa DOS 
aware that hor brother hod been captured, and it was crtuinly 
"Khi'Ut an > idea that oho had any personal interest in tho matter 
aha was induced to accompany some of the passers-by whom 
unity hod led to the church-yard. The body had been re- 
H-d before Mary's arrival, and those present were con- 
sidering what was beat to be done- under the circumstances, when 
she wua seen passing the window, With kindly consideration 
more than one of them hurned to prevent her entrance, but tlia 
cnWt made to keep hor back gave rise to forebodings which, 
hi:titri<>, hud found no place in her breast. She insisted on be- 
ing permitted to see the body, thinking that, as she afterward* 
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ifated, it wss that of her lover, owl when her importunity oonld 
_-.er be resisted, she *u allowed to enter. She cail an 
esger anil anxious glance at the inanimate furm, and instantly 
w beside w. t+- 

I Miller, since the death of his wife, had become almoit 
helpless. He hud been ao accustomed to the presence 
paruier, iliai on hwr death he appeared to hare lost the better 
pari of his existence, and seemed to be lor the tint time in hit 
by a conscious nets of his own otter helplessness. 
He would scarcely trust Mary out of bis fagot, and her necessary 
Bo him to be fnr too frequent and prolonged. 

is present occasion he had despatched the children of a 
neighbour in search of her, and was uneasily pacing bis little 
apartment, when a well-intentioned, bat indiscreet, friend, okb* 
nm mealed t" him th.> full extent of this fresh calamity. The 
faculties of the old man were so far in abeyance that be did not 
comprehend the precise import of the cumuiuiacatiuii. Ilia 
thoughts were all bent towards bis daHght; r at the moment, sod 
he imagined that it was her that was drowned. A sort 01 

imt: over his whole frame, and lie was assisted into bed 
mattering and moaning over " his poor drowned lassie " Mary 
was rirst earned to the house of an aeiiimintar.ee, bat, as her i 11- 
aess did rot appear to be of the temporary nature that wus aa- 

:ed, she was removed to her own humble residence, the 
home of an imbecile and almost idiotic father. Neither party 
were, for some time, aware of the other's prenoaee.and both w*>re 
tended by their poor neighbours with that kindly assiduity which 
money caunoi puruhuse, and which is only rendered by the poor 
to the ponr. The battered frame ef the veteran could not sustain 

gtby struggle, aud in a very few weeks ho tiled a pauper's 
grave in the churchyard of North Leitli, It was impossible to 
conceal from Miry the fact of her father's death, even in the 
•srly stage of her convalescence, and although its effects were 
unnoticed then, they produced a sad result. She rose from the 
bed of sickness, and listened with apparent consciousness to the 
details which were communicated by her garrulous attendant! 
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but she evinced no glow of feeling or gush of sentiment, so 
charactoristio of hor former self; tho silken cord had sufii-red 
undue tension, and poor Mury bod become a helpless, bannles-", 
imbecile. For many years ahe wandered about Leith, kindly 
used by everybody, and known to nil as " Daft Mary." Hor 
insanity was of tho mildest possible form, and she never exhibited 
anything like irritability except when she was pre ven led from 
enwrinp; on board of a newly arrived ship, the moment it entered 
the harbour. When permitted to go on board, as she usually 
was, she wandered along the vessel, scanaing; the fuces of ibe sea- 
men, as if in search of some well-remembered features, and then, 
without uttering; a word, she would heave a deep and bitter sigh, 
and seek the shore to resume fcer aimless wanderings, only to be 
interrupted by a similar visit to the next fresh arrival, attended 
with the like hopeless result. During all this time no tidings of 
Henry Alton had reached bis few friends in Leith. When a man 
was swallowed up by tho navy, tbcro was email chance ofl Ira 
ever turning up, until ago or accident had rendered him unfit fix 
active service. That Mary had never fnrflvttton him was abun- 
dantly testified by her feverish search of every newly arrived 
ship. Years wore on, and at length poor Mury accomplished 
her allotted span, nnd, after a weary pilgrimage, sank to res? 
beside her parents in the unlettered repositories of the pinner 
dead! At last there wn» a brief cessation of war. All Eurupe 
bad been harnessed for the struggle. -War had become the 
occupation of the masses, commerce and maniifacinres the bandy 
tolerated Indie pensabU-s which furnished the noeesiary sinuwa. 
Fence, however, waa sighed for on all hands, and when it did 
arrive, there was a precipitate haste in getting rid of the warlike 
bustle which had been everywhere prevail nr. Hosts of senmen, 
with tho accumulated prize arrears of many years, were let loose 
to find theinselres utter strangers in the places of their birth, 
and to long for a recurrence nf that strife and excitement which 
tbey had once so cordially hated, but which Imd now become 
necessary for their existence. Amongst those who found them 
aelrei in this position was Henry Allan, Before he reae 
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Leitb he had imagined a store of enjoyment, which only a long 
imprisoned tailor can adequately conceive. When he did arriva 
he found hi mac) f an alien and stranger. Those ho loved w ere 
scattered or dead, and he scarcely could bring himself to the 
recollection of a single Individual in the homo of his early years. 
A sailor's lovo may be sneered at, but only by those who know 
little of the true spirit which animates the thorough seaman. 
Such people judge of a sailor by the coasting crews which come 
frequently uoder their notice, but these men no more represent 
the sea-going sailor than a bandy-legged tailor does the moss of 
our intelligent operatives, lleury Allan felt keenly his isolation, 
•here he had expected more than a friendly welcome, and he 
harried back in search of active service in order to drown tho 
grief with which he was overpowered. Before bo left he scorched 
out the grave uf Mary Miller, and caused a plaiu heads loue to 
be placed above it, chronicling her brief history, nnd simply 
telling by whom it had been erected. This stone, recalling sad 
memories, was swept away by the Water of Lcith, which has 
made frequent inroads on the old burial ground of North Lt-UL. 



Another evidence of the obnoxious character of the pressing 
system, and the character of the agency by which it was some, 
times wrought out, may be gathered from the career of David 
Tyric, a Lcith adventurer, who at one time acted as clerk to 
the press-gang at the port, and was also engaged in the capacity 
of a spy. 

Perhaps there is no character more universally execrated than 
that of the spy— the man who worms himself into the confidence 
aero, that ho may profit by their betrayal. Even in those 
cases where the disclosures of the spy are obviously beneficial to 
the community at large, (till the heart naturally recoils from the 
individual who takes upon himself the discreditable office. The 
hypocrisy necessary to ensure success mutt be sustained and 
syitematic, every particle of honour must be scattered to tho 
winds, every duty and decency of society must bo violated, in 
order to effect the desired object, Nay, experience has shown 
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ufi that the spy, in order the more eflectually to accomplish 
end, fend at the same ti mo escape* detection, muM actually b< 
«'D the men whoa* discovery and destruction are to be his 
male achievements. If the system, in its most innocent 
enn only be looked at in this light, how shall we venture 
characterise tho err, who has not even tho poor pretext of " 
public good" wherewith to cloak his wllauy ? How shall 
describe the man who, forgetting alike his public trust and 
: ism, barters oil that renders humanity respectable fn 
tilthy bribe, and discloses, to its deadliest foe, the most assaili 
points of his native land ? The old legend which represented 
man as selling himself to the devil, must have been meant 
typify such a man as this, who, if successful in his villi 
dragged out tho remainder of his existence, equally execrated 
them who had employed him, and those whom he had betraj 
while, if his schemes were discovered and frustrated, he 
doomed to tho death of a traitor; and, in cither case, his do 
and memory were gibbeted by history in eternal infamy. 
tunaUly, for the credit of oar common humanity, the world 
not prolific in villains of this stamp, and wo regret that wo hai 
to claim for Leith a connection with one of the species in Di 
Tyde. His history is far from being devoid of interest, and 
tains more than one important moral lesson. 

We have not been able to find any particulars regarding hia 
parentage, and, perhaps, U is quite as well, the matter beiag of 
little importance, and there being no necessity that the sins of 
(he child should bo visited upon the memory of the parent. 
Tyrie commenced his active career io life at very early age as 
apprentice to a grocer at Leith. He was of a very sanguine 
temperament, and was wont to indulge in day dreams of future 
greatness, littlo in keeping with his prospects and position in 
society. Before he hud completed three years of hisapprentke- 
snip, he incurred the displeasure of his employer, on account of 
soruo gross act of negligoneo, and was dismissed from his service 
in oonseqaenco. Determined not to remain idle, and probably 
itodim* no prospect of employment in the trade from which be 
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pross-gang nt Leith. IIu seal in tin- 

Lt ' w on ixiou* to those who were liable 

mercies of the preu*gang, and his «iiuuiion be- 
• fMith anploasant oncl dungeruu*, he suddenly decamped 
ird aroan-of war. Tins nuplu^iuent being u 
. he did not contiuue lung at it, but It ft lib 
ship nt Louden, and contrived to obtain a situation at clerk tn a 
capacity bo gate great bb •■ hi-* 

).r, whoae entire cuufideucc he obtained, and was treated 
mure ua u friend than a servant. Although Tyrio continued in 
LUBlii ii fi r I: v. op - , years ha appear* to have been con- 
stantly pi mining schemes by which a jpeedy fortune was to bo 
achiered, and he ultimately left thu atatiuner lotorry iiitn opera- 
i plan which he ha J projected for an extensive distillery. 
' dr. proved a failure, it was tlio moans of getting bira 
lulu ft mercumilu partnership, which, fur a lime, proved •mi- 
At this period ur his career he paid a visit to 
, mid astonished his former companions by the display of 
Ink wealth- His business abilities wore so highly esteemed Ilia:. 
I, Lord Nurtli ftvquentljr consulted him, ou the re-coin- 
age of the gold, as to the beat mudu of withdrawing the tnouey 
in oironlation in the country, and bringing it to London. Kr.un 
causes which do not appear, the concern with which ho was con- 
.1 became bankrupt, and Tyrie was again tbruwa on the 
world pout ■ 

It ii almost impossible to Follow him through the varied pro- 

-;is which he adopted in the cuurao of the next few years. 

He stood as candidate to represent the borough of Hendou in 

Parliament ; then become a lottery-office keeper, snd, after a 

ty of metumorphosee, settled down into aii electioneering 

(. tn which capacity it was generally belieied he connived 

to cheat aU portion. From some influence which he obtained in 

this capacity, bo was enabled to procure a situation in the Navy. 

ofUce at Portsmouth, where he commenced the career of spy, 

deb, brought him to an elevation which, it is uwru than, ^w 
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bnbte, found no place in his yoothfnl dreams of fanip and fortune. 
I'; no was now in a situation of trust, and one of considerable 
emolument, and, hud he been content to act the part of an honest 
man, he was secure of m competence fur life. He liuil, however, 
mo lung engaged as a npepulatnr to remain idlo here. It 
was in (he very heat of the wnr, ami it at onco occurred to 
Tyrie ibat, if be could contrive to open up a couimumcntion with 
the French government, he might drive a very lucrativp trade in 
conveying to it secret intelligence regarding the equipment and 
destination of out flees, f>r which his position afforded every 
ftujiliiy , and the idea was no sooner conceived that it was carried 
into execution. To the surprise and astonishment of ihi> Briifal 
authorities, their mont secretly planned expeditions were dis- 
covered to bo equally well kn/>wn to the enomy, who hud tlms 
ample leisure In prepare for them; the sirengtb, slate of equip. 
ment. and probable destination of the various IfaetR, were likewise 
found to be as well known at the Tuileries as tht»y were at (he 
A.lmirally. Such a state of things oould not bo pcrini * 
e\isr, and, nccMrilingly, every effnrt wo3 made to dpteet the <!»'- 
onquput Suspicion doe* nut appear to huva fallen on Tyrip, 
but at length a bundle of papers, which he bad entrusted to a 
female with whom be cohabited, fell into the hands of a g 
man In Westminster, who at ouee transmitted them to the 
Secretary nt War, whereupon Tyrie wn9 arrested and brought to 
trial at Winchester on tho 10th of August 1782. When in New- 
gate, previous to his trial, Tyrie had arranged a plan for his 
rescue on tho way tu Winchester, but, unfortunately for his 
scheme, the party to whom he had communicated it was arrested 
for forgery, and tho lettor being found on him of course de- 
veloped tho entire plot. At the trial it was proved that (he 
papers which had been discovered were. In Tyrie's handwriting, 
and woro exact copies from the books in the Navy-oAk-p. They 
consisted of copies of papers, called the Navy Progress, being a 
li-i of all the ships of the Navy, the situation and state of*! 
df each, &c &c To these were addpd remarks regarding 
various destinations, together with detailed descriptions o 
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Dock yards oi Potted OUlh nml Plymouth ; d ^cnrml nccount of 
bet pubfic, mid erco *'F sevcru] prirtls, docks* They also 
combined details nf a j<I.in by which it was proposed to oostn 
intelligence Io PVtace >>n very roi>d<*rate Utids, consi<ler<n[* the 
importance ol ibe Information In bo communicated. The par- 
ticular* were, the en>pl») ment i>r a ipecial express, which was to 
travel 180 miles each journey, and be paid it the rate of 13d p#r 
mile ; a monthly salary uf live or *ix guineas to a person at c«eh 
Bock-yards ; and alio a sulary i>f twu or three guineas u< 
inula n the lesser yards. From what we have seen uf 
Ttrie, thpre can bp very little doubt that it was his purpose, Imd 
I n» be»n adopted, to hare represented tbo correspondents 
from lbs Do ky arils in his own person, and so bare 

! lie whole ulliiwance. 
It was distinct 1; proved by parlies whrm he employed on mia- 
*'ons to the French coast, on various pretences, that on all those 
oceaa.o!j£ (hey had packets to deliver la the authorities on shore. 

•nl wiiiie >tf thase packet! which had not been dcUtaredi were 

found to contain documents «ueb us those rolerred to above. Un 
the clearest evidence, Tyric was fannd guilty, and condemned to 
DDutfgO the punishment, awarded Lo traitors in those duys, wlieti 
Bg was reckoned quite a trivia! punishment. The sentence 
•a*, tad it may bu of use to record it as ifhisirmivo of vindictive 

, u That you, David Tyrie, nre to be led to gaol, and from 
Uf nee are to be drawn upon u hurdle Lo the place of execution , 
md then hanged by thn neck -. unci, being nlive, are to be cut 
QMVA, and your bowels taken out und burned, and your hoad to 
bo cut off, and your body divided into four quarters ; your head 
■ad quarters to be d inputted of as bis Majesty shall think tit." 

ustened to hi* sentence, and the nddreas of the judge, quito 

cninored. He declared that poverty hud been the cause ef his 

coimctJon, as he had nut the uieuns to brinf* forward his wit- 

bmki ; ha said he despised all that had been done lo him. and 

i that he had n hnpe beyond the grave * A week before 

ae fixed for hia execution Tyrie had nrnrly effected bid 
tttape, iu ooooerl with other prisoners) from Winchester giol 




:ps of 



TALES AND TRADITIONS or LEtTH. 

The brickwork was entirely cat through, but an inadvertent 
query roused the Riolur's suspicion, and the attempt was dis- 
covered. On the 24th of August, Tyrie was conveyed in 1 
mouth in a coach und six, and, on arrival there, was deliver 
i > ' Mnyor, utter which ho was drawn on a sledge to the place of 
iwecuii 'iu, where Lb sentence hub carried into effect to tub 

VEBT LETTER. 

The correspondent of a contemporary chronicle thus graphically 
describes the concluding icanoi ot tht) tragedy ; — 

41 Winchester, August 24. 1762. The crowds of people, of all 
ranks, assimihleii l>v four o'clock in tiie morning, at the gntes 
the gaol, to see Tyric off for the pWc of execution, was 
great. About n«u o'clock he was put into a couch with 
horses, attended by the Ordinary, undei Sin- riff, gaoler, &c, and 
conveyed to Portsmouth, when*, being delivered up to tho Uayaj 
and police of the town, he was drawn uii a pledge to tho place of 
execution. After praying u little time he was turned ulV, and 
hanged till tdtnost dead ; lie was then cut down, his head Be 
from his body, his bowels taken out, und his hcurt showed to the 
surrounding multitude, and thrown into a fire made for the pur- 
pose; the uudy was ibeu quartered und [nil into u coffin. The 
BODfl lorst* ul pt'upli" w is immense, .: d I ■ f m i l»"»i rijitiun, mid 
such was tho singular avarice of many who were neur iho body, 
that happy was he who could procure a finger, or soon- vestige vi 
the criminal. Tyrie supported to the last the same har 
and intrepid conduct a* marked him un his enndeni nation, boldly 
leaping into tho ooanh at his leaving Winchester ; on his journey 
to Portsmouth, by hia nurd* and cunJuut, eApressiug great 
difference at hia appruachiug fate, and even laughing at the 
of execution." 

The spirit displayed by the spectators was quite in keej 
with, the butchery which had culled them together. The amuret 
of criminality appear then, however, to have Iie.-n more fastidious 
than their more modern re prose n tat ives. The carrion ban! 

yrtc'a day were not contented unless they procured "u linger 

( some vestige of the crimiuul," while, io more recent timer 
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which hod strangled a murderer was considered 
■ t. t« a Jack Ketohian museun, and dirt cheap 

>e prico of two ur three guineas. Scene* so • 

u that which wehavejusl described, dogrngwn |ns- 
ndi*h revenge. That Tyrie richly norilad h 
BO one, we think, will venture to ih.'tiy, but lb 
death nrora resembled Lbs *tak«' Lorture of the A" 
ian on hi> helpless victim, than the rindfKttov ol 
by a c ■ ' 
(trcaitic* c»uld h»»c been commuted amongst U9, «« r<*< 
■ ur» ego, were il n >l Urn the Draconian spirit * 
da. up lo a \- p. rii>.:. u fully knowa to must 

>■ pa—sot generation. At no very dutaut date, not ft MM 
day morning dawned without displaying ihe spectacle of a public 

iMBgDl.iii"ii. "'I r mure victims in front of Newgate 

Searvely a Circuit Court nf Juatleiary in S-otUnd terminated its 
.--, withuuf i«'u« ■.!]» at lcu?t one tenant of the condemn ed 
cell. " -nouf-h tu remember the public .strangulation 

!'i I in:-, at a time, in \ provincial town in Scot- 
land, and, io the same place, little more iliun a quarter ol' a een- 
.,-0, wo saw an o^cd and infirm nun first strangled, and 
lliou b) I ir a presumed pulil'eal iiuvnee, which, a, very 

few yours afterwards, was the stepping atone by which many 

duals reached the smiling shore or" I'tmo and fortune. It 
■Ml be matter of much salist'uctinu to nil, that crime can bo 

siud, and justice vindicated, without our having recourau lo 
sanguinary measures which gave the loud Ho to our 
boosted civilization. 

Intimately onnnected wit.h the history of t»eith a* a snaport is 
the fitOKHM pr »ji eted letcent of Paul Junes in the year 177°. 

The general history of the "renowned" Paul Junta ia too 
well known to require us, iu imrruling his attempt on Leith, 10 
do more than give, iu n few Bpnienoes, nn idea uf his previous 
career. His name was John 1'aul — the addition of Jones being 
asjuiacd lIut lie went tu America— uud he waa the son of a 
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gardener al ArbigHnd, in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, 
grandfather kept a " public," or, as it was ih*>n called, a 
garden in Leith, and no doubt this connection would load 
to be aotnrwha* familiar with the localities of the town and 
hour. Hatiug ahowu a decided predilection for the life 
sailor, he fru, at the age of twelve, apprenticed to a shipowner 
at Whilehivtn, whose affairs becoming embarrassed b\ 
after, Paul got up his indentures, and, at the early age of nine- 
1MB) we find him ihtiri mute of a vessel engaged in the slave- 
trade. From this ppriod he r*>«se rapidly, and hpld the chief 
command of various ships. In 1773 he proceeded to Virginia, 
to urrange the utFiiirs of a brother who hud died inlestato, mid 
ti bout this time he 'ouuimd the name nf Jones, by which we 
shall now speak of him. The American revolution found Jones 
living in retirriQen', but he very cpecrdtly imbibed the prevailing 
spirit, and mude offer of bis semces to Congress. These were 
at once accepted, nnd, in 177% he was appointed senior lieu- 
tenant of the first class. In the following year be was promoted 
to Um rank of Cautuiu, aud, having given many proofs of his 
Attn Dg iiiirrpitliiy, he whs appointed to rnmmunil a snundron 
of fite ships intended to create a diversion, by making attacks on 
raliou points uf the British coasts. In ihe preTious year ho 
1ik.i1 sliowu how successfully this could be accomplished by bia 
well-known descent on Whitehaven and St Mary's I»!e, and thf 
capture of the Drultc, a small vessel of war. On the 14th of 
August 177?, Jouc?, who had now ossumed the rank of Com- 
re, sailed from the roads of Groix, accompanied by two 
privateers, wbioh, however, deserted him before be reached the 
Scottish coast. From the 3d to the 13th of September the 
weather was stormy, and he continued to beat about the cousta 
of Scotland without being able to effect any of the objects he bad 
in view. It was at thia time that he oonccived tho projoct of a 
descent on Leith, and the details will be best given in his own 
words when writing to Dr Franklin. The letter from which we 
fvate i* dated Prd fk-t. 1779, on board the ahip of war Serapis, 
at alienor without the Ttxcl. 
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'Ttwi wind* caoiinucri to bo contrary, so that w* Hid I 

Sept.], when lie hill, i in tl.H 

i-essl uf Scotland, appeared. The mzI day we r hated 

als, and took » ship and a brigaritinf, both .mm »he 

In burgh, laden with cool. Knowing that there lny 

L-hor iu L'.iih Roads mi armed ship uf CO gun*, with iwo nr 

• liters, ! ruied ,iu expedition against L*>iih. vfakfli I 

purposed to liiy under contribution, or otherwise to rvduee it to 

uhea- Hud i beco sloee, the win vourabfe, I would 

Itavt proceeded directly up the Frith, nud must have succeeded, 

m a »tate of perfect lodnlenoa and se<* 

=h would have proved i! eir ruin. Uufortunali-Iy f>r me, the 

and V«ng«iiK* were both a 'jbju distance ia 

ley having ehesi.d to die southward. This obliged 

Bd iteer oul u( the Frilli again t<< Bed them. Th* captain* 

being come on board the Boa 

llu in in} | ■]■ j. 'ci, to which 

■ lifflculiits end objections were made by them. At lust, 

rer. they »t*p* nred to tli'iik butter of the design, after 1 hod 

1 !■ iped to raise a contribution of i'2i10,000 

; on Leith, &ud that there was no batk-ry of eautou there 

lie our lauding. So much time, however, wus unnvoidably 

sprnt in poh < und sogv duhtcraiiont that night, that 

the wiml became contrary in the m-i 

.> of the success of his projected attack 

. ■ bad prepared u sum -tons, &(!dres<cd to the nu<;: i»i rates 

rth, wh>ch, fortunately, he never had an opportunity of 

citing. Ao it i> Loth on interesting sad a curious doco- 

Ihowing the terms on which, always unrbrtanau*, fitiTfi 

was to bo ap tired from u fresh conflagration, wo give it at full 

i- : n;.di. 

•' T/ie Honourable J. Paul Jours, Con- 

.•-ia-(in,f '.<' "' Amertcan 

"Iron now in Europe, fl-c, to the 

H jrt/tififnl (ho Pnvwtt of Lvilh, or. 

ii Ins alaence, to tiu Chuj . 
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Iran who is now actually prtstni and 
in aut/iority th.:rc. 
"Sin, 

"The Driiia!) marine- farce that has been stationed 
hen far th*» protection ol your city arid commerco being now 
by the America a arms under ray command, I have thfi 
hi.nour to send JOU this samrnons by my officer, Licutenant- 
nd de Cliumillaril. who commands ibe vanguard of my 
;. 1 do not wish to distress the poor inhabitants; my in- 
:. ia only lo demund your contribution towards the reim- 
bursement which Britain owes lo the much-injured citizens uf 
trip United Stares — for savages would blush at the unmanly 
violation and rapacity that hi* marked the tracks of British 
tyranny in A morion, from which neither virgin-innocence nor 
helpless ago has beeu it plea of protcctiou or pity. 

- Caleb and iLs port now lies at nur mercy ; and did not our 
humanity stay the band of jiret retaliation, I should, without 
..^int/it, luy iL in usbes. Before I procflcd to that stem 
duty at an ofllcer, uiy duty us a nun induces mo to propose 10 
you, hy Lhe HMD of a. reasonable ransom, to prevent such ft 
seeaa of horror and distress. For thiu reason I haro aiitlr 
l.HHiensot-Colonel De Cbamillurd, to conclude and agree irilfa 
you on the terms of nuisoni, allowing you exHttly half-an-hoars 
redaction before you finally accept or reject the terms which ho shall 
propose (£200,00')). If you accept tho terms offered within the 
time limited, you may rot assured that no further debarkation 
Of troop* will be nude, but th»t thu re-embarkation of the vnn- 
gO -r i svill immediately follow, and that tho property of the citi- 
xeni will remain unmolested. 

*' I hate the honour to be, with sentiments of due respect, 
your very obedient and very humblo sorrsiit, 

a Pacl Jonei. 

11 On board the American ship- 

of-wur tlie Bon Homme 

Kielmrd, at anchor in ths 

Boftd of Liilh, September 

thvlUh, Jr::'.' 
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• '■ ;<j * copy or ih« rotes, '>s ilir IbHi 

i the liend-wrtting of the rvdoublah ■ Fn — 

■X.R — The sodden «nd violent stf.rm t/hlcjl mi ■< hj |b« 
moment wh'.-n th<- squadron was abreast of Ktiih [;Liml,° wbii ti 

die eriirui!.-' td nf Lfiih, rvodend [npracticabtfl 

edition -f the fhrpgoing project." 

Beforo d<'W'liii(l tho events which occurroi *hile 

Junta «u* slowly proceeded up Ibe Frith ; wo shall gSre, la bb 
own words, the narrative of the result of his bi.kl. tl 
lanuiely unsuccessful attempt — 

"Wu continued working to windward cf the Frith, wrthoal 
jblf tu reach the Roads of Li-ith till on ibe p' 
[Tin, when being almost within cannon shot of the town, h 
fUneas fur the descent, a »ory severe g I 
wind came on, and, being directly contrary, obhged us to bear 
away, after having endeuvoured for some time to ffilblUnd I'M 
violence. The gale was «o severe that one ef the prizes that 
wcro taken on tbo 14th sunk to the bottom, tho mn bafog with 
difTu-uUy saved. As the lUmour hud by this time reached Lviih 
r a cutter thai had watched our motions that morn- 
ing, ond, as tho wind continued e titrary (though more moderate 
evening), I thought it irupohttblo to pursue the etUefpriafl 
with it good prospect "f success, especially as Edinburgh, v 
there is always a numher of trumps, i* onlj a mile distant from 
Leith, therefore I gav& up the pn ji-ot," 

ft will naturally excite surprint- how Jones, although a Strang r 
lib, wa? so accurately acquainted with the defenceless slate 
i-mvh, Ihftt " there was no battery of cannon " to oppose 
his landing, and also with tho number and equipment of the 
vessels of wur in the Frith. Cut this wonder vrill cease wheu wo 
mention that hp was furnished with the most minute details, an 
all Ih« poiuls rcgnrding which he desired information, by a Kirk- 
caldy skipper named Andrew Robertwa, whoso vessel, the 
Friendship, hod been captured by Juucs. Ho was ou board the 
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Bon Homme | Richard fur two days, and, in order la save 
crazy old tub, which Jones hod ordered to be sunk, he 
*' §uch faithful information, nrul rendered such important 
Ticca/' that Jones not only released his vessel, but complirnt 
liim with the title of an " bvnest iimn." But fur the fortui 
gale which sprung up, Leith would have hnd small ressc 
think well of either the honesty or patriotism of this p] 
Kirkcaldy fthipprr. 

The three ships with which Junes ultimately reached 
Scottish coast, had been %<■ long in beating up the Frith, 
general alarm was excited, although great uncertainty previ 
as to whether ibey formed part of a Freuch fleet, or 
actually the ships of the dreaded " pirate," nrbo was known 
on the coast. Although an express ranched Edinburgh on 
15th, announcing that the BtVtllgfl VOBseli hud made soverul 
tares, uo defensive preparations whatever appear to have been 
made, and the authorities seem to bave cherished an unbounded 
reliance upon Providence. On the 16th the hostile ships ntra 
distinctly aoeu from Edinburgh, and, although the alarm in- 
creased, the stupor still auitiuaed. On (he morning of Sunday 
the 17th, great crowds were assembled on the Fife const, and no 
the pier and shore of Leith, to witness, in utt*T helplessness, the 
proceedings of the dreuded enemy. At one lime the Con 
dure's ship was within u mile of Kirkcaldy, and great «s' (hfl 
alarm in the '• lun^ loon" lost it should attract the attention of 
the onomy. The then clergyman, the well known Mr Sliirra, in 
place of proceeding to the church, where be would have bad a 
meagre attendance, repaired to the sandy beach, and wu soon 
surrounded by a numerous congregation. Here he prayed mail 
lV-rvomly and earnestly, with that homely and f*miliar eloquence. 
for which be was remarkable, that the enterprise of the " pin- 
deal l'aul Jones might be defeated." And this prayer, no 
d«»ubt. received a hearty "Amon 1 ' from all present. Sea reel v 
woa (be prayer concluded, the huslilc ships being thiu abreast of 
luchkeiib, between that inland aud the Fife Coast, nhtu the 
violent gale, so bitterly lamented by Paul Jones, suddenly arose. 
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Ii wis long the pupular belief that this opportune gale wn ihf 
uamediale consequence of Mr Shirr* 'a powerful intenalflioa. In 
•fee* years, when complim.-nted on the prevailing spirit i 
pj*ajei which raised the tempest by which Jours «» blowu out 
of the Frith, the good old man, not altogether disclaiming iln> 
juoot, was wool to reply — •'/ prayed, but tl.u £wJ tent 
the wind." 

Oq the day following, whether because lliey tin 
was fairly off, or (tiui tbwy dreaded bis return, it is not fur u« to 
ssy, but it was only lh«n ttiat defensive measures were adapted 
fit L?ith. bome eld rutty cannon, the carriages of which hud 
bten rotting for years in the Timber Bush, were, by almost 
superhuman exertions, dragged across the oU alone Iri ge at 
the Coalhill, and mounted un loo ruins of the Citadel, fatting a 
battery which must, hove been exceedingly dangerous to ibon 
who ventured to wm-k it. A fow brass fit-Id pieest, mmm. d 
srtillcrymen, were stationed ut Kuwhavou, and the baoorpoi 
trades petitioned for arm?, which were supplied from Edinburgh 
Castle. All this eleventh-hour zeal and bravery was doomed to 
be expended in vain. Jones was too experienced a tactician to 
tecum to the attack, when •neh ample time had been afforded to 
cuke preparations lor resistance, mid he carried off his squadron 

iltish coasts to seek out some oilier point tq 
defenceless, but where the winds might be moTO propin 
Short ly after this event a gentleman cf Amsterdam, wni 

d iu Ltith, suyb, "You may count U a very furaiDftU rir- 
iff that i 'oromodore Jones wns prevented fr^ni hurting 
DM he was in your Frith by a strong uvit'cWy wind, nnd 
Ii'.- springing of a roast, an, in a conversation I had with him in 
ill i s ci( v, lie assured me tliuthi* intention was to seiac ihe ship- 
the harbour, and to >ol (ire to sueh u* he could not carry 
tilt He seemed to be well acquainted with ibo oaast, and know 
Jul ihere was uo force to oppose him." Thanks t» the Kirk- 
caldy skipper for thai ! Thai Janets, but for thy idteree 
OnU 1 -i*« succeeded in e fleeting a landing, cannot for n moment 
ind that he would bare carried out hb intentions of 
VI. 
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remind the town and srjffcif;. tkosc wki hire tYJowed out feJ|< 
career will nc* be sntliaed to cisfese. }; 

A onesxix* a;:^> arises here — is Lei:k better |Kf4 
r. : w to rapel a-ir i : n"i- cnczpecceu c :«si3e irOKBsaaaoa ? Wf> 
haw ereas ii:5ie-vv arc=; k^ezpec^ * reply, ignorant as •* 
are of the sci*=v*es c: :;r£ic*=JC ari f^arerr. 3h hiiIwIms 
»c =ar T»s^j« f treai £■:£? ct« fcoh ;iesi*h ground. A 
citiuas's crSs&s =»y be wcrci T*rj Esi*. a=d •; is only as tack 
"i: we (fir It 0= lit w&:a si*:, w* are Alined to thiak 
i'"iS cur c^reuoes are a!:;c*:i«r frx»c'=a:e :;r she protection sf 
:"■:* t.-wss. Tie fcdi:«rr. wh.ee was encud shor-Jv after tk* 
» :* : CI* Fes: Jccea, Ei;hl rce**ZS a SaK rrcn ccs^ring 
rsrSoor. -.:" is tried sack a &*rz$*xs — dtr^iir r. box it 

■; rreren: is ;:v« pessiz£ =r she Frisk era lasdiaj; troops si 
i ; n::«. One* landed, she ta-err cccii be asracked in tka 
tyst. where :h<T« :» :>.-;ii:u: sare as criisarT wall to protect ik 
W* do cot know whas k« "" a &f«M sis; ksge inkatand- 
:.vk£rje i=-=j>- she Mirall-J Tow*r. ssifit rrcre. It has beta 
rwrtrir repaired ari oeczTiec. res. so :sr as we can lean, 
a'.sh.nsjh a first Sssaber ;? »:=ilir *r?cc.-c* har* been 
s*:vk Jows eZocj: the Et£_*~ coass. ii*:r raise baa nerar 
Wrt tossed ir. *c;ua' warfare. W* bare «*es i; staled that 
i."*o*ee\:vc*i»c t.*T» cvsj ££*, .'."•.' each, she Fijian ones are 
vr;y tVes h:gh. aw iv.:«ied t.* S* szr.-c-.sed wi:a a tram sin g 
C"v. a: the tot\ bet fcva xreSr he : £hs «*t ccc'ji aN be daprvaatd 
..■ s|Rkr auv:h;r> r.earvr t--s= S*.' yixu to ^w. if a gna-boat 
:;o: »ish-.a t>a: rarpr :s =-^rfi; k;n: :: w;^ is-acitr. Th« 
.-\v;:W of *r. ^-S-or.s baSdrrt utvc l^rhkciO^ or sotne part ol 
:S- Black Hx-ks, has bv*c L«f talk^ ;£ azi icza* iuiti>4ory 
-.»" : , » wvtc a«S;*.a!S sakc-ti bv She w*r cfi.v towards carrTiag oat 
.!u*d*«ire>felKiVc*X l^:s site tssK^r ka* apparesUr gone ta 
» kvp acur, fTK*S»rN beoau** she exr*r.. : .:t:r» i=rx«ed waa for 
fv detVikv oi sh»' 5sv:::*h a»a a.*l thv Krf" sh coasi. on which 
-\xv sum* ha»r Kvu ww vw so ::r.* U»*shec- rke Island of 
; u-hVdt« avviiw 10 un i-vm ::* j\^*:::o^ sr.i exsrr:, so acVrd an 
■v.vVloui a»(tf tor t'or:tSo.»;;o^s «>.-.<■ ti *Vv**i *• cc*# defend 
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Leith and protect the Frith ; and, surely, It is no unreasonable 
demand to urge some ado quo lo moans of d* fence, when it is 
remembered that, from the mouth of the Tweed to John 
O'Groats, scarcely a single battery exists sufficient to beat off 
inordinary privateer, while the west coast is equally defence- 



I 
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At in connection with tfae sea faring history of the Port, we 
fiaw beard it stated on repeated occasions that tho unfortunate 
iual who attained " a bad eminence" on the occur- 
rence of tbe " Maliuy of the Nore" was a Dative of Leith, 
il will not, we think, be out of place, in Ibis volume, and at this 
urn*, to givo a brief notice of hia eventful career, even although 
Leith can only claim an incidental connection with him. 

In 1797. when nearly the whule world was in anus against 
Britain, several alarming mutinies broke out in tbe fleets which 
bad been gathered together at various points on our coasts. 
From what we have already premised, this could hardly be 
"uodered at. Government did not recognise the evils which 
"ere so generally complained of, and hence no remedy was pre- 
pared when the catastrophe occurred. la April of tbe year just 
luoleil, lIiu seamen of the grand fleet stationed at Portsmouth, 
♦wing no prospect of hating their grievances redressed, declared 
their determination to obey no orders whatever until their com- 
plaiatabad received fair consideration, and although Iho execu- 
tive were most uuxious that the lleela should be at sea, little 
Miraest effort was made to compromise tbe differences or remove 
las difficulties. At length concessions wen? made, and the 
t'orbmoutli fleet put to sea, bub the delay had been productive 
cf oiii oonseqeuues so far as tbe oiher fleets were concerned, for, 
*i!h an indiscretion little short of infatuation, government did 
£oi concede equal privileges to all seamen, but granted tbe 
Urtour only to such as had been in revolt- The consequence 
*as, that tho seamen of the large fleet lying at tbe Nore, finding 
tlMttselvcs wholly avorlookod in tho arrangement which hnd been 
., very naturally adopted the aatno measures which had 
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been so successful with their brethren of ths Portsmouth 
and broke oat into open mutiny. Circumstances invested Rich! 
Parker with the most prominent position in this mutiny, and 
shoU now proceed to give a rapid sketch of his bister)*, and 
of the outbreak with whioa his name hi, fur all lime, now 
seated. 

Although of undoubted Scottish descent, Richard Parker 
a native of Exeter, and was bora there in 1760 ; his father 
a baker, arid, with that praiseworthy spirit which so distinguii 
our labouring population, be&towod on him an excellent 
tion. Having made choice of the flea as his profession, yoi 
Parker was pushed so far forward by bin father that he, in 
cession, filled the honourable position of midshipman, masti 
mate, and lieutenant in tho royal navy. Hating married o« 
in life, Parker appears to have abandoned the naval profe 
and removed with his wife to Scotland, where he embarked 
tome mercantile speculations which proved unsuccessful. 

Parker's wifo belonged to a respectable family in Al 
shire, and it is believed that the expectation of receiving 
tance from them, induced him chiefly to settle in Scotland, 
this hopo he appears to have been disappointed, and he 
shortly found himself involved beyond all chance of extrieatu 
Ha was at this time residing in Edinburgh, and having no friends 
to assist him, end few to advise with him, in a tit of desperation 
lie went down to Leith, and entered himself as a common sailor on 
board of the Tender stationed in the Koads. When bis wife 
Jaaruod the rash step which he had taken, she was in great dis- 
tress on account of it, and hurried off to Aberdeen in order to 
procure from her brother the money necessary to procure two 
substitutes for her husband. She was successful in her mission, 
but only returned in time to so© the Tender sail for the Noro 
wiih her husband on board. To aggr*rate her misery, one of 
her children died at this juncture, and it does not appear that she 
had any opportunity of doing more than merely to communicate 
Ibis ooonrrenoo to her husband, whose CeaUftgfl were bo cxcil< 
that he leapt overboard, and was with difliculiy rescued. 
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May 1797 Parker reached the Wore, and, on account 
■ tf his knowledge of seamanship, was at ence drafted on board of 
the Sandwich guard ship, which carried the flag of Admiral 
fiuckner. A mutiiKus spirit existed on board previous to 
Parker's arrival. Secret communications passed between the 
crews of the various ships composing tho Nore Meet, and matters 
vers evidently hastening to a crisis. Although he did not ori- 
ginate the mischief, Parker's ardent temperament and superior 
intelligence soon attracted the notice of bis shipmates, and by 
cromon consent ho was speedily installed into tho post of 
leader. Their plans being at length fully matured) the seamen 
simultaneously rose against their officers, end assumed the com* 
mind of the ships. Each vessel was put in charge of a com- 
mittee of twelve- men, and to represent the whole body of the 
seamen, two delegates were appointed fn.ni each ahlp, and one 
from every gun* boat. Unfortunately for Richard Parker, he 
accepted tho dangerous dignity of president of this body. A list 
of grievances was drawn up, and the delegates pledged themselves 
that, on the removal of these, the whole fleet would at one* re- 
turn to their duty. The principal of the demands contained in 
this memorial referred to an increase of pay, a more liberal sup- 
ply of provisions, a more equal division of priie-money, liberty 
to go on shorn more frequently, proper payment of arrears, and 
some other matters connected with naval discipline. It is 
worthy of particular notice, that when the matters in question 
were afterwards submitted to a Naval Court of Inquiry, nearly 
tho whole of them were granted, showing that the concessions 
which the seamen required were by no moans unreasonable, al- 
though the manner In which they attempted to obtain them was 
altogether unjustifiable. Parker, as president of the delegates, 
signed this memorial, which was transmitted to government, 
through Admiral Buckuer, and subsequently printed in most of 
the newspapers. 

At tho com meneoraent of the proceedings the mutineers were 
permitted to go on shore as they pleased, and they paraded 
about Sbvemess under Lbs red flag of \i\suWt&ttVCv.rt^ v«wa- 
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pained by bonds of music. Oa the 22nd of 
troops wore moved to Sheornca*, and a stop 
uiuphal processions. Deprived of their run on 
so prospect of accommodation, the mutineers res« 
more decisive measures. Tart of the licet whit 
nesa was moved down to the N:ire, and the 
numbering twenty-four sail, proceeded to block 
the Thames, and put nearly an eniiro atop to the | 
don, only foreign vessels and a few small 
permitted to pass, under a protection signed by 
dent of the delegotofl, Aa will readily bo 
few days of this interruption accumulated an ei 
merchantmen, who were wholly nnaeqi 
threatened danger. These vessels wore ranged 
the guos of tuo mon-oF-war, with an iutiina tioa 
tempi to move from their assigned position the) 
mediately tired into. Throughout the country, at 
cially in London, the alarm excited by these 
intense, and the more so because the ultimali 
mutineers could not be guessed at. Meanwhile 
although unable to pat down the insubordination 
tamed a bold front, and refused to listen to any 
companied by unconditional submission as a n* 
to their being considered. The leaders of the 
seem to bavo contemplated moro active offensive 
this compulsory inactivity was the very best thii 
have been devised for bringing the mutiny to 
The seamen had omnia time to meditate on the 
unusual position in which they were plaocd — in 
or something Tery like it, to tho whole nation. 
timid became infectious, and this was pretty cleat 
when government caused [tho buoys to be rerao 1 
mouth of the Thames and adjacent coasts, so that 
compelled t© remain stationary, lest they should 
they attempted to move. No open defection, hoi 
among tho mutineers until the 30th of May, win 
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frigate was carried off and was followed by the St Florenzo. 
Bnih ships were fired upon by the mutineers but escaped up the 
ftver without damnge. 

On the King's birth-day, thevith of June, the Nore fleet 
i that, alilmiiyli in mutiny, they did m>L consider them- 
wlves disloyal, by firing a royal salute from every ship. Next 
day another frigatu left tho Boot, but its place was moro than 
ied by the arrival of fire ships, which bad left Lord Dun- 
can's fltet ihen blockading the Texel, in urdor to juin in the 
iimiiny . tin the mil, Admiral Lord Northesk, by deaire of the 
ifclrgates, mot with them on board of the Sandwich, to receive 
fresh proposals for an accommodation, which, as before, were 
a pied by Parker as president. These proposals met with a Mat 
rpfuaal, and this firmness on the part of thp government gave the 
■ ng stroke to the waning courage of tbo mutinocra. De- 
Hrtioot from the fleet became more frequent, auil the seceding 
placed themselves under the protection of the fort at 
Sboorncea, On tbo 18th of the month the licet of merchantmen 
www permitted lo pass up the river, and certainly no continuance 
of contrary winds in the Channel ever scut such an enormous 
shoal of ships up the Thames in a single tido. Two days later 
only seven ships remained together undor tho red flag, and by 
the lGi.li tho last symptoms of mutiny hid disappeared, Ilia few 
remaining ships having been restored to the authority of their 
rg. A party of soldiers wore quietly permitted to board the 
Sandwich and carry off the delegate*, Richard Parker and a man 
named Duvies, no attempt at resistance beiog made by the crew 
unfortunate delegates themselves, and so terminated the 
celebrated mutiny of tho Nore. 

Although, as we have seen, Parker was not the originator of 
lh» mutiny, still his position, as president of the delegates, 
brought him into such prominence that, while the mutiny lusted, 
no was e-pokc-u of by both friends and foes as "Admiral 1 ' 
Taiker, and on him the principal interest centred when it was 
brought to a close. When removed as a prisoner from the 
Sandwich he woe confined in the black hole of tho garrison at 
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I, from which he was brought for trial on the SCnd of 
Jaw*. Tn« court-martial, consisting of ten officers, under the 
pr sai J ency of Viee-Admiral Sir Thomas Paisley, assembled on 
bo«fd the Neptune, stationed off Greenhitbe. Parker conducted 
hit own defence, preserving throughout the whole proceeding* 
£ieat presence of mind, aod maintaiuiiij* a respectful deferenc* 
toward* hit judges. The charge* brought forward by tha 
Crown occupied two do*?, and, on the conclusion of those, 
Parker began his defence by calling witnesses in favour of bi» 
character. Thereafter he read a lengthy aud able defence, 
>iii lirating his proceedings chiefly on the pleas thai he had been 
coo reed into tho position which ho occupied, and that, when in 
it, he hod only consented to remain in the hope that bo would 
be able to restrain the men from those excesses which their 
peculiar position wai likely to provoke. He showed very doarl* 
that ho bad succeeded in effecting this restraint, and that, had 
personal aggrandisement been his object, or bad he been actuated 
by dhduyal motives, he might, with the utmost ease, have carried 
tho whole fleet wheresoever he bad wished, even had it been into 
on enemy's port. All this was perfectly truo; not a word about 
the removal of the fleet had ever been broached, and the damage 
done to private property was very trifling indeed. But Parker, 
from whatever cause, had boon tho chief of the mutineers j it 
was necessary, for the sake of discipline, that on example should 
be made, and the pseu do -admiral was a doomed roan. When be 
was declared to be guilty of the crimes laid to his charge, and 
when sentence of death was passed upon him, he rose up, and, 
in a firm voice, paid, " I shall submit to your sentence with all 
due respect, being confident of the innocence of my in tent torn, 
and that God will receive me into favour ; and I sincerely hope 
that my death will be the means of restoring tranquillity 
lo the navy, and that those men who have been impli- 
cated in the business may be reinstated in their former situations, 
and again be serviceable to their country." On the 30th of 
, <we tho drath flag was hoioted on Parker's ship, tho Sandwich, 
'.•re he was now confined, and on board of which ho was to 
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l -hole Heel war ranged within right, and the crew* 
*crc piped to the forecastle. On the night previous to his exe- 
i Parker slept soundly, and, on the morning of the fatal 
isy be shared himself carefully, and dressed himself in a coin- 
mil of mourning. Previously to coming on deck he men- 
i to those in ottendonce that ho had made a will, leaving to 
bis unhappy wife some property to which he was entitled. Co 
| wu pole but coinpnai'd. and drank a glass of wine to the socio- 
t'nnt lingular toast of '* salvation to his soul and forgiveness to 
ill his enemies." Ho made no attempt atady ing declaration, nor 
I sought to magnify his fate into the sufferings of a martyr, lie 
rimply wished his fellows a " Good-bye to you, 1 * and expressed 
i hope ** that his death would be deemed a sufficient atonement, 
tndaave the live* of others." At half past nine o'clock in the 
morning the signal wos given, and the lifeless body of Richard 
Parker swung forth from the yard-arm of the Sandwich 1 A 
solemn ■ ilenoe pervaded all the ship? while their leader was pass- 
ing through tho ordeal of a human doom, to tho bar of the 
fcttmal. After being exposed during the prescribed time, tbe 
body of the chief mutineer was lowered down, placed in a rude 
shell, and, within a few fa cure, interred in the New Naval Bury 
rag Ground at Sheorncss. Tic fallowing curious particulars re- 
ing his unhappy widow are vouched for by a must respeol- 
able periodical, under date 1839 :— 

Khurd Parker's unfortunate wife had not left SeollaoJ when 
Die rumour came to her ears that the Nore fleet had mutinied, 
sod thai tbe ringleader was one Richard Parker. She could nut 
tlcmhr, that this was her husband, and immediately took a place 
in tho mail for London, to savo him if possible. On her arrival 
•be heard that Farker hud been tried] but the result was un- 
tin.wn. Being able to think of no way but petitioning the 
king, she gave a person a guinea to draw up a paper, praying 
that her husband 'a life might be spared. She attempted to make 
her way with this to his majesty's presence, but was obliged 
finally to hand it to a lord in waiting, who gave her the cruel 
intelligence that all applications for meroy would be attended to 
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I for Parker. The districted woman then took a coaek 
for Rochester, where she got on board a kiug's ship, uiul 1 
tlul Parker was to be executed next da; ; she sat np, in a stata 
Ki unspeakable wretchedness the whole of that night, and u' 
o'clock in the morning wont to the river aide to hire a boat U 
take her to the Sandwich, that she might at least bid hei 
band farewell. li*r feelings had bi«en deeply agonised 
hearing; every person she met talking on the subject of hor dis- 
tress, and now, the first wuWnuuii to whom shenpokeexcl. ; 
' No ! I cannot take one passenger. The hr&ve Admiral V 
is to die to-day, and I will get any sum £ choose to ask for a 
party. 1 Finally, the wretched wife was glad to go on board a 
Bheemess market-boat, bat no boat ws* allowed to come along- 
side the Sandwich. In her desperation she called on Parker by 
name, and prevailed on the boat people, by tho mere spectacle of 
her suffering, to attempt to go nearer, when they were stupprd 
by a sentinel threatening to fire ut them. As tho boor drew 
nigh she saw her husband appear on deck between two clergy- 
men. Slio called on him, and he h.nrd her voice, for be 
exclaimed, ' Them is iny dear wife from Scotland.' limned 
afterwards she fptl back in n alnie of insensibility, mid did not 
reeover till she was taken ashore. By this time al! was over, 
but tho poor woman could not believe it so. She hired another 
boat and again reached the Snudwioh. Her exclamation mast 
have startled all who heard it. ' Pass the word/ she cried, in 
her delusion, ' for Riahurd Packer ! ' Tho truth was now told 
to her, and she was further informed that his body had just been 
taken ashore for burial. She immediately caused herself to b» 
rowod ashore again, and prooeeded to the churchyard, but found 
the ceremony over, and the gate locked. She then went to tho 
admiral and sought the key, which was refused to her. Excited 
almost to madness by the information (bnt tho surgeon would 
probably disinter the body that night, she waited around iho 
churchyard till dusk, und then, clambering u»er the wall, readily 
found her husband's grare. The shell was not buried deep, m 
she was not hog in scraping away the loose earth that 




I deep, nnd 
intervened 
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•r and the object of her search. She got the lid ro- 
he olasped the cold hand of her husband in her 

»lj she managed .secretly to get possesion of the body, 

removed to London, with the intention of boring it 

Tor iiitortavnt either to Exeter or Scotland. She wt\j 

I, however, to change her purpose, and it was bui -i.-il ba 

hapel Churchyard, London. 

er, as boa been said, made a will, having to bis wife a 
y on which be bud claims near Exeter. This she 
I for a number nf years, but ultimately her rights, whether 
usly or Dot, wore decided to bo invalid, and she was de- 
jf the pittance whicb had formed her maintenance. Sho 
own into great distress, and wa* compelled to solicit usais- 
om the charitable, baring become nearly if not entirely 
te Into King William gavo her at one tirao X10, and at 
10. la 1816, the forlorn and miserable condition of 
ffl widow was made known to the London magi- 
a temporary refuge was provided fur her. But tem- 
Butanoe was of little avail to oao whoso physical inlir- 
L'udcred her incapable any lunger of helping; herself, and 
er physical condition came under the cognisance of the 
authorities. An appeal to the charitable was then 
ty a portion of the daily prejs, in her favour, but with 
iceess we are nimble to say." 

113 was written the forlorn widow has finished her 

ler, and, it is to be hoped, is enjoying elsewhere with 

so well a boundless happiness, tho veriest shadow 

not orduluvd should brighten her path ou earth. 

and thoso who had committed orimes on tho high 
ed worthy of death, wer*% up to 1828, executed oa 
of Leith " within tho (1 iddis-mark." Ttiero does not 
Lye been any permanent erection, or even a fixed 
this purpose, as the wording of the sentence* is some- 
imply "to be tunc to uue gibbet v pone Lhe sandis at 
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Lftytti." and, at other times, " to be tane to the pier and 
of Leitb, within tho sic-fluid and mark thairof." The crime 
piracy, or what was considered to be such by our early j 
differs materially from the preseul acceptation of the word, 
our earliest records it appears to have embraced every 01 
which could be permitted on hoard a ship, from stealing a 
end, to the destruction of a vessel and the murder of her c) 
The earliest (rial for piracy recorded by Pitcairn, in his 
valuable work, " The Criminal Trials of Scotland," ia that 
certain a Johnne Davidson," in 1511, for the " violent pimoM 
a ship of Bourdeaux," and it ia remarkable that his 
sentenced to be hanged " in irons" on the Sands of Leith, is the 
first instance we find recorded of this peculiar mode of punish- 
ment. Four years later we find the captain and crew of on 
English ship, called the ** Call or Kuil of Lynns," tried for 
"piracy and oppression, reiving and spoiling forth cf a hulk of 
the town* of Statyene, then tying in the harbour of Leith, a Kubsl 
00 laddummies, three or foar pistolettes," and other matters* 
They were found gnilty, and sentenced to be hanged as pirates 
within high-water mark at Leith.* The theft, or piracy, does' 
not appear to have been discovered until the " Catt " had sailed 
from Leila, when a ship of war was despatched in search of her. 
The " Call*' was in due time encountered " traversynge the 
tea,'* and was. by a combination of stratagem and force, captured 
and conveyed to Lcith, where her crew were dealt with as nbo'o 
noted. In 1610. nine pirates were sentenced "to be bangit 
upone the sandia of Leytb, quail thay be deid ;" and, in the 
same year, which seems to have been prolific in such worthies, 
thirty pirates were doomed to undergo o like fate, and a brief 
subsequent letter slates (bat '' they were justly and vrorthelie 
execute to tho deid, vpone the morn thairefter." The record of 



* It ia proper for us to meation that for some of these 
facts we ore indebted to the research of Dr D. U. Robert- 
bod, who. for hii very interesting wort, entitled "The Sculptured 
Stonei of Leith," deserves well at tho bands of his fellow-towns- 
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one or two facts which are worthy of a passing 
[. The scene of the piracy is given as at " Long Hand in 
I, ane plaice of resort of all pirates and open robhu: 
►to this wo seo that, oven in those early days, Ireland was 
of bad repute, affording harbourage fur a very dangerous 
prcved class of the community. "Purser's names" are 
i e, as we find from the indictment, that one of the 
ala could boast of a designation which wus never conferred 
bapliMiiiil font, his description being " Richard Kohinsone, 
)ick Couper." The name of the pirato ves-w-l, we may 
03 moat appropriate, viz,, " Tho Grypliound.'' In 1624, a 
iteilaud" (kipper and part of his crew were tried for being 

Kpoirt of the shameful!, ere wall, and unmerciful mur- 
ir trust of three Spanische mcrcheand young men, and 
id appropriating to thameacliffV, be way of masterful! 
-.uiIk'-i.iT, nud peiraeie, off the gaiddis arid mereheaadiee, 
within their schippis boddnrno, pertening to yo said m«r- 
lia." I* further ajipeara, from the indictment, tliat thasu 
thy mariners of Burntisland, being desirous of getting 
|y rid of their pu.ssengtTs und owners, " threw al tore over- 
ane oftir nlur, in tho raging sea-;." With a hypocrisy 
y of all acorn, those ruffians had no sooner coriduoiiiintcd 
rime, than they :: maid ane prayer and sang ane psaline." 
la tig factory to know thtit hypocrisy and crinit\ in thin 
pe, met with a fitting recompense. After a lengthened 
ie pirates, here most justly so designated, were adjudged 
: tune to the imw of Edinburgh, and tltuir to be liuugit 
me gibbet quhill they be deid, and (hairefter thair heidis 
itrukin fra thair bodyeis, and two of thame to bo Get vp 
prikea of iroe at Lcith, and Mhir two to be seut to 
eilland to be set vp vpoue prikes thuir, nud thair hail 
bil gnidis to be b* heal to his muistles vse." 
,662, under dale July 3, wo find, from the Record* of tha 
Otli of Edinburgh, immortalised as the " Heart of Mid- 

b* tliut four " IitglishmerV wfao had been l.unled at 
, Md committed us '• uirutts/' were *' shipped at LeiUl Tat 
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the Iir_rlisb service." From thib It would appear that d 
1 ' jhi mils" were diapered of, at this date, somewhat in 
way to ihflt in which poachers were " used up " during 
war, they were shipped for the " Inglish service." Passu 
sundry cases of piracy, which were duly expiated, we 
the ease of Captain Greene end his crew, the full partiea 
which we present to our readers us being oae of pccali 
tonce. 

Jn tho beginning of 1705 an English lvist Imlicmsn 
the Worcester, was driven by stress of weather into Leit 
and, while lying there, was, by order of the Scottish 
Court, sciyed i.nd carrk'd into Burntisland harhonr, by 
reprisal for the enpturo oF a ship belonging to tho Scottish 
Covpuji which had been confiscated Cur an alleged b 
the privileges uf the English East India Company. Tl 
Scottish nation was in ft ferment at this period. The 
sthenic, in which many had risked their wholo weak. 
which it was expected would be productive of in 
national ndvsnlages, had shortly before been declared 
failure. English jealousy and English influence had cote] 
brought about this disastrous result, and the mass of tho i 
including all causes, were highly indignant at having bee) 
&b they considered, swindled into a union, and then plnndc 
their little wealth by thoso who had robbed tbom of th 
|MT,(iL'iice. To increase tho irritation) one of the vessels 
ing to the ill-fated Darien expedition bad been seized J 
Downs, as above stated, for some interference with the prh 
enjoyed by the highly- favoured East India Company, 
this particular juncture that the Worcester was driren 
Roads, and, without any lawful pretext, was made prize 
have aeon. 

While the vessel lay in Burntisland, the crew, glad 
of the respite, enjoyed themselves on shore in idleness a 
pation. During one of these carouse?, part of the crow, wl 
company with some townspeople, threw out mysterious 
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ing bloody criaies which had been committed in distant 
and one of them was reported to have said—" It is a ma 
dor tdfti since wo did Dot sink at sea that God does not make the 
>pen and swallow us up when we arc conic ashire, for 
Jw wii'tt'liifBs committed during (his last toy Rpe on board 1 hn t 
i./' Xhit, and tome other reported conwrsMioiit., formed 
in cTCi'lli-iit. foundation, and rumour very speedily ruitr-d up an 
imposing superstructure. An intense dislike ol' everything 
•u existed, and hence n cireiimitnntinl narrative of most 
'.' orimea connected with the Worcester, was in general 
a ion and everywhere credited. A vessel was said to have 
*»n attacked in the Indian Seas, and the crew murdered with 
hatchets and thrown overboard. It so happened that a ship be- 
longing to the Darien Company, and commanded by n Captain 
nond, hod not been accounted for, and the conclusion wus 
Hence arrived at that tbia imaginary ship had been DnimruoDd's 
vessel, and that the providence of God had delivered the mur- 
esms into the hands of bis countrymen. Captain Greene and 
the whole crew of the Worcester were thereupon apprehended 
»d thrown into prison, charged with the crime of piracy and 
murder, on no other evidence then the reported cooversai, 
*ome drunken sailors, and the vague suspicions of an cached 
ice. They were brought to trial on the 5th March 1705, 
and. although there was no evidence whatever boyond that fur- 
naked by themselves, or rather that which had boon twisted 
from their conversation, uud, although there was no proof that 
inond aud his crew hud been killed ut all, die entire crew, 
fifteen in nnuiber, were found guilty and sentenced to death. 
After conviction the Judges appeared to have thought that their 
dings would not bear investigation, and, accordingly, they 
began to tamper with some of the prisoners, offering a ratal 

to ace if they would make a confession. They were 

in the attempt. One Haines, the individual whose 

had given rise to the whole proceedings, made a de- 

bieta he afterwards altered and amended to suit the 

of his employers, becoming more minute and cireumstau- 
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tial at his hopta of pardon Approached to certainty. Seeing fth 
success of Haines, others of the crew volunteered confeasiona, taa 
general import of which was that Drummond's Teasel bad beta 
taken and plundered, and thai some of the men had been stt! 
pieces with hatchoti, and others tied back to back and throws 
into the sea. Thus furnished with sufficient evidence to vindicaM 
their conviction, although procured after conviction— Jedburgh 
fashion — ihe Judges of the Admiralty Court proceeded to carry 
their sentence into eff.ct. On tho 4th of April following, CnpU-n 
Greene, Madder, tlie first mate, and Simpson the gunner, wan 
hanged on the sands at Leith ; the remiinder of the crew wen 
reprieved from time to time and ultimately pardoned. " Tba 
evidence on which they were condemned,' 1 says ibe historian of 
Leith, who defends ihe bloody transaction, being thought, q/nr 
all very insuffident 1 ' Why there was positively no evidence at 
all, and wo shall ihotv this by the following remarkable- state- 
ment, which was mode by the celebrated Duncan Forbes of Ual- 
loden in the House of Commons, when standing up for the inde- 
pendence of Scotland, in the inquiry about the murder of Capisin 
Portcous : — 

"One Greene, a master of au English vessel, having been 
forced by stress of weather into the harbour of Leith, a report 
was spread that he was a pirate ; upon which he and his officers 
were taken and tried, and, upon the evidence of some of his crew 
not two of whom concurred in their evidence, condemned for 
murdering one Druminond, and seizing his ship. I was present 
at tho whole trial, and was sensible with what partiulity asd 
injustice it was earned on; the unfortunalu men seemed to me 
to have no other crime than thai of being Englishmen, and of 
being obliged to put into Scotland at a time when great ani- 
mosities were subsisting in that kingdom, on account of some 
proceedings against the natives of SooUnud, which were judged 
there to be unjust and bsrsh. For these, and no other erirrn 
this poor unfortunate gentlem&n, and the officers of his si 
were u> aufl'tr au ignominious death. The populace, in t| 
aueautime, begau to buve u surmise that tlio privy council, whit 
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time in Edinburgh, intended to reprieve (ho eriminriU. 

surmise Co an enrntjed mob if a proof, they allocked 

Lord Chancellor, beat his ohuir in pieces, and obliged bira to 

bia life , unci, had it not been for ttiu city guard, who 

ipon t.ha mimlea ul their guns, 

rn him to pieces. They aftorivardi wont and Ituoclcqd 

door of tte house where tbo privy council waa silting, 

5 oat for the blood of these persons; and Uic privy 

I, in a menu and scandalous manner, gratified thorn, by 

an order for their execution that rery day. I was so 

b the horror of tbo fact, thot I put myself in deep 

nd, with thpfltin£er of my life, attended tho innocent 

hi: nnfortunate men to tbo scaffold, whore they died with tho 

.ffectnig protestations of their innocence. I did not st>p 

for 1 curried the head of Captain Greene to the grave . and 

•v month* after, letters came from tha captain lor whose 

reorder, and from tho rery jliip for whoso cupluro, tho unfor- 

. persons oufF.-red, ini irmlng their friends this they were 

>. These letter'', sir, were of a date much liter than tli»- 

- for which Greene was condemned ware pretended to be 

perpetrated." 

tha author of thu "History or Lviih," bad he 

'arch, must havo been satisfied thai the story 
icry or" Drumtnond's crew was a very ill-oonc'Co I 
throwing himself headlong into all the ; 
anil jealousies of the period ahuuc whiuh he writes, aod 
pts bs Iruth twery tilth* of the precious 

ia minuto dotui!, coupled with rariooJ 

■ n^ersalion* which are reported to bare tulcen place 

ml, find in all of which he truces the linger of pro- 

r !i," as ha piously «ay$, "the veugoaj 

fceaveu had lon£ refrained from striking the relaliatory blow." 

Altogether, the Ciso of Captain Greene and his crew ortbrdi u 

strik ng illustration of how easy it t*, in limes of popular exdiu- 

meot, to adapt tho evidence to tho wishes of tho people, and how 

ial prejudice is apt to infldcuco those who, ia different 

VU. 
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circumstances, might justly claim to bo cooaiderod tho wiiost 
beat in the Und. 

As we here already stated, the la*'. taeculion for pii 
the Sands of Leitb, occurred in 1S23, when tw 
pitted their crime on a gibbet erected nearly opposite the fj 
Constitution Street, They had been incarcerated in 
up to the day of execution, and were accompanied lo the 
spot by the magi-tr»le; of that city, who had ichile rods 
ing from the window* of tho carriage* in which they sat. 



Natural phenomena have, in all ages, been made mora 
leu subservient to tho purposes of superstition and in 
The age io which we lire, with all its boasted eiili^hte 
by no means devoid or this trickery, and it ought io 
inrpriat when we find that oar forefathers carried the ahsi 
a ULtle further (ban it ooald bo ventured to be carried in our 

An eclipse, a high tide, or an unusual bote in the 
sphere, were wont to be held in former limes, a* projrnost i 
coming evils for past sins, or to denote divine indignation at 
rest iniquity. Ik-nce, in the old chronicles, we rarely find 
mc;i:iim (jf a deviation from the natural course of occurr 
without a due spice of accompanying reflections on the sins 
which mutt, necessarily, have provoked or superinduced the 
"calamity.'' For example, Spatdivj saye, "Monday the 1st of 
July [1G6D] the King (Chas. L) dined in the Abbey, syne past 
ii. sport to recreate himself, to Linlithgow, Dunfc-rmling, and 
FaiLlaud, and came back to Burntisland, shipped, came over the 
water, and safety lodged in tbe Abbey that night ; but as he is 
on the water, in his own sight perished a boat following after 
him, having within her about 35 persons, English and Scots, hie 
own domestic servants, and two only escaped with their lives. 
His maje*t>'a filter plate and household stuff perished with tbe 
rest; a pitiful eight, no doubt, to the king and the haill be- 
holders, whiTc of tho lite was never seen, a boat to perish be- 
tween Burn! M«md and Lcith, in a fair summer's day, without 
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norm of weather, being the 10th of July, but it foretokened 
pest troubles to fall in betwixt the king and his subject?, as 
jlrfWr docs appear." Any scarcity of profiaione oould only be 
.fccouaied for in a supernatural way, and ercn tlic laziness of 
tfifcernien, proverbial as it hai now become, could only bo ac- 
!»unted for in a like manner. Spalding, under data 1G42, Tcry 
pttTcly relates that u whoa the 6eher3 had laid their lines, ond 
taken fishes abundantly, there came a beast to the lines culled 
the sot-dog, and eat and destroyed the haill bodies, and left 
nothing on the linos bat tlic heads. A judgment surely from 
God Almighty for the like scarcity to continue so long as baa 
hardly been beard of in Scotland, whilk made the meal and malt 
•f eight, cine, and tea pound (ha boll, and all other meats were 
alio mode rcry dear." 

From Birrel's Diary we have tbe following ominous proceed- 
ing — "March 1567, the twenty-first of this month, tho castell of 
Edinburgh wos r a mired to Cockbumo of Skirlingo at ye Queen's 
commands. This saim day tber raio aao vehement tempest of 
Tiade. wbicb blew a wry grate shlppe out of the rode of Leiil, 
and sielyke blew the taile from tha cocke which standee on the 
top of y« stoeple away from it, so tbe old prophocy oara trow — 

" Quhen Skirling shall bo capitolne 
The Cook shall vant hia tail." 

With reference to the Gowrie Conspiracy we find Celderwood 
in his History quietly saying,—'* On Monday the elerenth of 
August (1600) the King boated at Clanesse, by oast of Burnt- 
island, at 12 hours, but landed not at Leitb till betwixt four and, 
nc It was marked that there was ebbing and Bowing or that 
tydo three tymes ; that the water betwixt Leith and Burntisland 
was blackish ; and that the ships in Loith haven were troubled 
with the swelling of the water." Subsequently, he connects tho 
following occurrence with the death of James VI., who, it was 
rumoured, bad been poisoned by the Cuke of Btickiagliara, tha 
date is 37th March 1636. "By reason of a boisterous and 
uaemeut nindu blowing in the night, and a lie tyde in the sea 
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rising above tie accustomed manner, the ships in the hi 
of Leith ware so tossed that manic of them, dashing ono 
another, were broken and spoiled ; some mariners and ski] 
rysing in tho night to ivscuo Lbcuj, were drowned.' 1 Ai 
Instance may be cited from Calderwood — "Upon the li 
September 1616, there arose such a swelling in tho sea in 
frith at Leith, that tho like was not seen before for n ham 
years ; for the water camo In with riulenco beside the bull 
in a place called tho Timber hollo, where the timber lay, 
carried somo of tho timber and manic lasts of herring lying 
to the sea ; brak so into sundae low houses and sellers, 
filled them with water. The people took this extraordinary 
to bo a Ibrwairning of some evil to eomo." 

Suicide, sudden deaths, and even ordinary shipwrecks, 
looked at through the same medium, and were commented 
according to the temper or fancy of the observer. 

Seafaring people haie always been considered more sa\ 
tious than landsmen, and were wont to attribute most of 
misfortunes to the agency of witchcraft, while tho sue 
their more fortunate brethren was, nos unfrcquently, aap] 
to proceed from the same influence, the wires of the lucky sta- 
men having sold themselves to the devil In order to obtain pos- 
session oF a " blue clan," which insured speedy and successful 
voyages to their husbands. An English divine, who published a 
" Guide to Jurymen about the Trial of Witches/' thus satisfac- 
torily accounts for tho fact that "there were more women 
witchea than men," i*Yr«l, because the dovil succeeded so easily 
With Eve. Second, because they are moro easily misled and 
deceived. Third, becausa they are more raalicioub when dis- 
pleased, and il far more revengeful than men, and so herein 
more fit instruments for the devil ," Fourth, becauso they are 
more " tongue ripe," and more ready to be teachers of witchcraft 
to others. And, lastly, because they are more proud in their 
rule, and H upen «very light Displeasure will «et the Divell on 
worke, which is that which he desiruth." Nobody con accuse 
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D of excess of gallantry ; but, to be sore, his allusions 

loed to the aged aud the helpless uf the weaker sex, tie 

rarely troubled the young; or the beautiful And what 

old age and poverty to nay sympathy ? Sorely burn- 

drowning thorn were more economical modes of Retting 

such, incumbrance* than our present prison work-house 

and they bad, moreover, the important advantage of 

g infinitely mora speedy in their operation. 

s VL baring pone to Denmark to bring home bio Queen 

pKorered ua bis return, by some exercise uf bis supernatural 

111 that he had been sorely beset by witches during bis voy. 

t£.\ who had threatened ibo Lord's anointed with perils of every 

bul who were unsuccessful In Accomplishing their purpose. 

This was an opportunity which the royal persecutor could not 

allow to pass without a display of his wonderful knowledge of 

at devil's doings and bis power to defeat them. Accordingly, 

q 1091, a number of helpless women were captured, from 

amongst whom, there was little doubt, that fear or torture would 

produce a confession. Among these was Euphan afCabtcano, 

•augkter of Lord Chftonhall, a Senator of the- College of Justice, 

•ho died ton years previous to the date of List daughter's trial. 

This lady, who had a good estate, possession of which must have 

Won coveted by the royal imbecile, was accused of treasonably 

tooapiriog the king's death by enchantments i particularly by 

friming a waxen picture of the king ; of raising Bturmi to hinder 

sis return from Denmark ; and of various other acts of witch,} 

Waft. The following are extracts from tbo indictment : — " Item 

induit for being att the con?entioune haldenatNewharen, calUt 

fa Fayrie hoillis. Item, indytit for ano conventioune halden by 

you and vtheris notoriousc wiehes, your asaociatis att tbo Brrxns 

boillis, qubair ye and they tuik the sea Robert Greirsouno beiog 

your admerall and maister-manne, past, oure the sea iu riddlis 

to ana scbipp, qubair you onterit with the dewil your maistor 

thurin ■, qubair, eftcr ye hod eaten and drukkin ye caist outs 

laa black dong that skippet under tbo schipp, qubairbie the 

Queeae was pntt bak be storms.'' As this sort of spelling may 
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be troublesome to the reader, we shall somewhat modernise* it 
in the remainder of our quotation. " Item, indytit for consulting 
with the said Annie Sampsoune, Iiobcrt Greiraoune, and direr* 
others witches, for the treasonable staying of the Qaeenei 
bains-cumming by storm and wind ; or else to hare dr 
her majesty and her com panic, by conjuring of cats and casting 
them into the sea at Leyth, at tho back of Robert. Grien 
his house. Item, Indytit for airt and pairi of the destruction of 
ane boat betwixt Lcyth and Kinghorne, and threescore pcraoni 
therein, by your conventioune, by uthera witches, and by jour 
and their witchcraft, as is notour." As conjuring by cat - 
not appear, from the various trials, to have been a Tory common " 
process, U may be proper to say a word or two about this peculiar 
incantation. The cat, it would seem, was in diabolical mockery 
first christened, according to prescribed formulB, and then 
there was *' bounds to each part of that oatt the chief est part of 
a dead man, and severoll joynta of his boddio, it was tliea con- ' 
veyed into the middest of the sea by all the wiches, say ling in 
their riddlii and civos." The inFernal flotilla baring reached 
Uio Roods, the cat was tossed into tbo sea, and " thereupon 
there arose such a tempest that a greater hath not been 
How the witches managed to reach the shore in their frail nklfrs 
is nowhere hinted at. The result of the trial of Eufan M'Cai- 
zeane was, that she was doomed to be burned alive, ood her 
estate confiscated. Both parts of the sentence were rigorously 
•meanted, although, by an Act of Parliament, part of the estate 
was restores! to the children of the unfortunate woman, but, as 
Arnot quaintly remarks, " to move the wheels of his Majesty's 
conscience, the children bad to grease them by a payment of 
five thousand rnerks, and by relinquishing the estate of Clifton* 
ball" 

In IG97, a Leith witch, named Christian Liringatone, was, 
with some others, bnmsd alire on the Castlehill of Edinburgh. 
Being reputed to be a " wyse woman," and having a knowledge 
of the ort of witchcraft, she was resorted to by a baker in Had- 
dington, who declared that " he was witohit, and his gier weut 
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k% him.'' Swing the mann to be & fool, Chriniian, til**- the 
tricksters of our own day, took advantage of hit weakness, and 
promised 10 discoier the manner in which he had boon wii 
■nd relieve him from bii predicament. The account of hor pro- 
ceedings reads wonderfully like some of those which am fur- 
Dathed by the Metropolitan Police Courts of tlio prrMnl time. 
10k the eredulout baker down bis own stair, dug a bolt 
with a knife, and loot out a little bag of black u piaidiu 

• concealed by herself, from which she took some grains of 
wheat, thread* of coloured worsted, hairs " and naillii of menne* 
ia," declaring that he was witched through the instrumen- 
tality of these trumpery. For this petting of money under f.tlou 
pretences, which would have been fully atoned Tor by throe 
months hard labour, the punr wi>man was coodei: 

une staho qukill echo be deid, and her bodie to be 
kront ia assis." 

Fur ill y information or those curious in such matters we shall 
give, from authentic, documents befora us, theoxpensoof burning 
witches in 1633 and 1649. The first is taken from the records 
of the Kirk Sessioo of Kirkcaldy, aud is very minute in its 
details, giving to a fraction the price of the tar barret, and the 
•* lowes," for tying the unfortunates to tho stake. The whole 
-hnrpes for buroinjr two witches at Kirkcaldy, in the first named 
rear, was only £2, 17s. 7d., which was pretty equally divided 
between the Kirk Session and the town, in liJU-J the expenso 
had risen coa : iu\;rubly. as appears from the account for burning 
poor old wuuiuu on tliu estate of Burncaille, iu ibis case the 
amount disbursed was £92, 14*. Scots, equal to £7, 14s. 'id., bat, 
from s note at the bottom of the voucher, the snm of £57 Soots 
was found ia the possession of the reputed witch, and this is 
deducted from the gross amount, so that she actually contributed 
towards the expense* of her own funeral pile. We must explain, 
h/m'ever, that in this account is included £45 Scots, for 
" watching of hir ye space of 30 days " previous to her trial. 

In tii.- record* of the Tol tooth of Edinburgh, alreoaj retorted 
we find that, in H6S, crimes very similar to that o( Gntvatiao 
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Livingston were not 10 severely demit will. Uuder dale ISlb 
November, Khan is an entry to the effect that " .Tames Valentine, 
from Lciih, a man who takes upon liim to practise dirioutiua 
and soothsaying, and, for money, doth ordinarilie make a trade 
of discovering things lost, end him they are lo be found, and 
by whom they were taken away ; and being a lowse fiV 
fellow, to be strictly kept ia prison." On tho 23d of the sam* 
month there occurs on entry to the following effect — "* James 
Valentine, soothsayer, who was sent from Leith fur his dlabol 
tricks, arrested during l*ord Lyon's pU-oanre." 



Although Sltfi'jco/it, or the spirit of iho waters, 
not figure largely in the too extensive list of Scot 
saperatitionc, ha appears to bare shown himself a 
demon when he con.IesecndeJ to mis himself up 
terrestrial affairs. Unlike fairies or brownie*, iiis 
was confined to rather a limited sphere, as we can find no 
of his visitations except at Loith, in Forfarghiro and o 
Borders. He was a sort of monster fiend, gigantic but m 
able, who possessed powers almost infinite, who never iinrb 
anything, no matter how great, which ho failed to acootnpl 
his swiftness was that of a spirit, and be deligbted in deed* 
blood and devastation, lie was clothed in a coat coveted 
shells the rattling of which was so unnatural and unexpeot 
that it appalled the hearts of all who heard it, and his 
haunts Nifl near rivers or lakes, and by the sea-shore. V 
SkfHy-ccat had accomplished whatever undertaking he h 
hands, he dripped off his mysterious coat, and deposited it 
a rook, which defied mortal strength to move it, mid, 
unclothed with his conch ological garment (to com b phrase] 
was perfectly helpless and harmless. 

In North Loith, on the site of the Dooks, and not far from 
Citadel, was a large rock which ShcJlij^coat wus supposed to un 
asc of for depositing his supernatural habiliments, and it 
considered to be a daring feat for any one to run round this si 
three timos, repeating the words — 
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"SucllT-coat: Shelly-emu ! gnngnwa' home, 
1 on "»' yer mercy. 1 fear mi yep name." 

Dck was blown lo pieces on the formation of the D 
tdition doe* not report whether or not the spirit succumbed 
1 to the insult and injur/. The probability is, and we 
iblj mggestit, that S/ic/li/ coat's garment chuneed to be 
DCk si (be time of its destruction, and thus be was for 
fter rendered invisible and harmless. That Shelly-coat 
mes relaxed so far at to amuse himself by a sort of mis- 
ui trick, ii illustrated by a short legend, the scene of which 
r the Borders. Two men, on n very dark night, were 
it-lung the banks of the Eltrick when they heard a doleful 

as if proceeding from amid its waters, uttering, at brief 
pit, the words "Lost! Lost!" Thinking that they pro- 
I from a fellow creature in deadly peril of being carried 
by the stream, nnd, anxious to render assistance, if possible, 
ipproached close to the river, but. to tlieir groat estonish- 
they discovered that the voieo appeared to be proceeding 
iinst the current. Notwithstanding this suspicious 
jstanee. they continued duringudurk and tempestuous night 
ow the melancholy cry of tho malicious demrm, nor did they 
tinuo thoir pursuit until the dawn found them on tho side 

bill where the river takes its rise. The Toice was now heard 
iding the opposite side ot the hill, hut the travellers were 
ly seek of their bootless pursuit, and were moreover Ratia. 
iat all was not as it should bo, so they relinquished the 

nud turned away in the direction from which tbey had 
(educed. They had no booobt done so, than the dismal cry 
ichaugcd for loud bursts of laughter, by which SlieUty.coat 
vent to his satisfaction at the successful issue of hia 
<7- 



which we have mot with rpgnrding hie proceodioge 
tb, shows the malicious spirit in ono of his worst phases. 
til party were enjoying themselves out* evening in a hostelry 
lore, when incidental mention was made of Sfoffty- coal's 
ah was followed up by a mention of some of his evil 
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One of the persona prespnt, a descendant of Ci 
well's troopers, goner ally known as "English Dick," tilth < 
born in Scotland, lmdly expressed hia disbelief ia the exist 
ft' any such spirit, treated with unbounded scorn tho uurral 
exploit!, and concl.idi'd by wngnring a gnllon of wine 
he would, at that very hour, proceed alone to the •SAe'/y- 
Stane, and, in defiance of its guardian, repent (he lines of duj 
tivttdj quoted. The proposal was looked upon as so reckl 
that nobody wa* willing to necept the wnger, and be in any 
accessory to the mischief, which, they betiovod, must inevil 
follow such a mad adventure. At length, annoyed by his tat 
or rendered less circumspect in consequence of the drat 
which they had beon imbibing, two or three of tho persons 
sent accepted Dick's challenge, and the whole- porty sullied 
to accompany him a portion of tho way toawrds the scene of 
projected exploit. Thuy parted at the north end of tho 
bridge, the majority t .inking thay hud ventured for enough | 
such on errand. Dick ahouk htinja wiLh Ma friends, h 
confidence, and It was irrugi ! th at, in half an hour, after hm 
performed his part of the ceremony, as ho termed it, he eI 
rejoin the party, and assist in disposing of the mgpr, At 
ingly the jovial party re i raced their steps to the Foul Anchoi 
order to pass the allotted time in a comfortable and refreal 
muiiuLT. An hour, two hours, passed, and midnight ai 
without English Kick having made his appearance, and 
anxiety was felt regarding his fate. One, more courageous 
his neighbours proposed that they should sally forth in a 
and make search for him iu the dreaded locality, but he found no 
one to second his motion, and tho mint he could accomplish was, 
that they should remain together until tho earliest dawn, and 
then proceed to uitiko the proposed search. There was no great 
difficulty in effecting this arrangement, ta most of the party were 
too much -terrified to think of returning home alono, after such 
an occurrence, while others were quite content to huvs any 
reasonable excuse for malting further acquaintance with the 
contents of their jolly lion's BeUftr, With earliest dawn, buqo of 
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Ill* company »a were io a fit itate for locomotion, proceeded to 
North Leith in search of their misainff comrade. On arriving at 
Stone the first object that met their »Uw was 
English Dick lying insensible r.cur its base. On raising him np 
be was found to lie terribly bruised, although life wan not ex- 
ile wbs carefully removed to the Foul Anchor, nnd nnrgioal 
assistance was immediately procured. Both of his legu were 

to b.' br iken, while his body exhibited, in *nri 
in art. 3 uf severe aud extensive bruises. Aided by an txeeU»nt 
i, and most skilful treatment, ho gradually recovered, 
luring hie convalescence be woull never allow a word to be 
said regarding his adventures ou this metuurabltf night. Aa lie 
gathered strength snd wus able, with the aid of ennches, to 
more out ot dour*, th<s reserve began to d;sapp?sr f and, at length, 
be invited those who had been present on the night of tho 
wager, to meet him at the Fi-ul Anchor, in order to hear the 
Do/rativp nf hi* tid ventures. Their curiosity hod been bo long 
excited, and go tnuah baffled, that they very eagerly accepted 
the invitation. Dick a- story was &otuevr|iiU io ibis effect — 
"After I had departed from you I begnn to think that I had 
done a very foolish thing. After all. their might be such a being 
aa Shelhj ?oat t I thought, and I might havo cemented myself 
with, doubling and denying hif existence without carrying matters 
any further. I never for a moment thought of coming back 
with a lie in roy mouth, and tolling you that I had don© what I 
had not ctcd tried, and I was afraid to encounter the Lugh with 
which I knew 1 should be greeted, if I bad cuaftased that my 
at In an evil moment l^bad resolved to pro- 
•••d. 1 reached the stone without interruption, mid, uficr a few 
fcuciunts of hesitation, repeated the accustomed rhym*. For 
in instant or two I thought I bad triumphed — not a sound, save 
lhe rippling of the tide, duturbod the perfect stillness- of the 
*igat. Suddenly, and without any premonition, I was startled 
by a moat appalling noise which seemed to approach from the 
ttrtetlori of Nowhaven. Ir cannot oasily be described, but it 
teemed as if all the shells in tho universe bod been collected 










TALCS AM) TBAMTIOKS 01 I.E1TU. 



together, aud then carried up into lie air by & fierce 
and dashed against each other with uncontrollable fury. H< 
long this lasted I cannot say, bat it ceased as suddenly aa it 
com im- need, and, from an undefined and indescribable sensatii 
I felt I was Id the presence of the dreaded Shelly-coat. 
length I vaiiturad to look :i round, nnd win enabled to dis< 
tho outline of » giant figure, which towered between me and 
sen. Flight, I felt satisfied, hod I been able to attempt it, 
in vain, fin I awaited in ailpnee what might follow. Nor bad 
long to wait. Tho figure mrde one tremendous artido towi 
me, and again the infernal clatter and clash of shells appeared 
environ me around and above. In a voice of singular softns 
considering the appearance of the spirit, he demanded why I 
summoned and dofiod him? (Without affording time for 
reply, he seized me by the shoulders, elevated ma above 
bead, and In an Instant we were traversing the air, at a raj 
rate, in the direction of Inchkcitfc, accompanied by tho dii 
cUttvring of sheila, which I bare endeavoured to describe, 
which proceeded from ;i garment in Mhich Skett?t-eo<it wai attii 
In less timft almost than I have taken to describe the flight, 
reached the inland, on the highest point of which I was 
down. Shclly-vimC now indulged himself iu a prolonged lat 
or, more properly speaking, yell, which was re-echoed by 
rocks on tho Fife shore. Uefore 1 could notice any roovem< 
on the part of the spirit I was hurled from my perch by a 
of earth, which, thrown with unerring aim, struck me on 
brea-it. 1 was lifted back to the spot where I had been sin 
only to bo driven from it in n similar way. This was repeal 
aix or seven times, and I was utterly unabls to offer tho elij 
resistance. Human nature could not bear up against this, 
tho demoniac laugh of the exulting Bond rang on my ears 
lapsed into ioseaiibUity. I cannot, of course, tell how lonj 
remained in this condition, or to wbut farther assaults I 
subjected. That I had been tossed into the sea, during 
time, was evident from the fact that I was dripping wot wl 
returned to consciousness. As the first faint Btreaks of 
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began to appear in the east, I was again caught up by the flcm! 
B Transported ti> Leitb in ths earoe manner aa I was tarried 
uff. When we arri»»d exactly above Sf>*tly-coal ! 
fieoJ relaxed hia grasp, and I shot downward* with in "iiecirablo 
y, ali j;!i tins ou tho stone from »' :., ibo 

earth. Aa I struck the rock the fiend gave a ferocious y. II, on. I 
1 board tho ooite of his shelly-coat failing nw*y iu il.u fame 
, iiat fr.itn which ho had approached. I i. meatier 
nothing more until I fuuud myself in bed in the Fottl Anchor." 
Ibia was Uu sabatanne of Dick'* narrative, and it met with 
ready and devout believert. Tho only onu who #vcr ventured to 
express ft doubt regarding the perfect truth of the story, in all 
lis parts, was an old smuggler, who averred that ]):ck, tfi.T 
parting from his friends, had adjourned to another ptibhc i 
where be got royally druuls, ond that in this statu be proceeded 
After fulling off several tidies in the 
attempt, he at length reached the top, where he was eh- 
and gostieiiLiting, when ho nutted hia footing, and was prw 
uattd to the earth, breaking hi) leg? iu The uld 

contrabandist decbred be wa- assisting to run a cargo at the 
time, and that when ho returned, ufter daylight, to look for 
Dick, ho could tied no traces of him. It Is proper 10 nu I 
ihut lie narer ventured to repeat this reraiun ot hu Id Diokd 

Pure, so, after all, it may hare been merely a hit « »f a burner 
eport of the defraud or of tho Custom:.' revenue. 

In 1:46, tho only house wbicb stood hi that portion of the 
FiggatR Whin* now <»y the large end thriving town of 

Portobclio, was a rough amateur- looking erection, which had 
been built four years previously by a aeuiuan named Uuitler, and 
more provident than moMt sailors, had aired up his prize 
money, in order lo provide himself with a home in his old age. 
He christened hia solitary dwelling "Portubello" in honour of 
the triumph which Admiral Vernon had there gitiaod oyer the 
and in which he had been a participator. This build, 
ing Blill csia'.a, und contrast* rutuur OurLoullj With tho modeto. 
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OTU ia its immediate viciuily. I; is a swal] two- 
, with an old-fashioned outside stair leading to the 
It is in very oxoolluQt condition, ha 1 .eg eachong 
T thatch F«»r one of tiles \ but, with 
■ i!l'. itlouka as if, in a fit of somnambulism, 
wandered from its be Ruing rustic quarter*, mid had p* 
itself down in etoso proximity to street* of " garden hous 
micti £n».suuuding titles as Windsor, Regent, and Cri^ 
Hunter "turned an honest penny'* by selling ale t 
1 rs as came in his way ; and as the Whins were 
tiim- much reported to by smugglers, no doubt he kept a dr 
i for the use of bis special friends. 
degrees mber parties saom to have followed the old 
Mtiiiuplo is* tliu choice of a location, n* we find, in 1763, i 
■.„e Hamilton in. Portobcllo,** advertising in the 
Uutt he would g'ne a reward of £3, to any o 
would discoTer the author of a "scandalous report'* th 
harboured rob Were in hid house. At the lime when our 
i>|n;ii& IluuU-r's huuse, witli the exception of u few suiters* 
was the only one betwixt Leith and Fisherrow. It was t 
the griiund floor that liuntor received bis guests ; the 
portion of the bouso was used as a sleeping apartment} t 
report went, for the concealment of the contraband commod 
in wblch ho trafficked. The tavern, if we may ao style 
sUtod of only ono not very Urge apartment, one corner 
being partitioned oil* for a sort of bar, in which the sail 
was wont to mcobw himself and send out prodigious volu 
smoke. Into this sanctum none, save his mo&l in 
*ouuuinlnnco% wore over admitted, and it was bere th 
private business with bis contrabandist customers was 
acted. The (date assigned for the following incidents 
winter of 1746., Jt was towards the dose of November, 
atrong northerly gale bod been blowing all day, which, to 
.evening, increased to a perfect hurricane. Ou this occaafc 
old sailor had a large company of visitors, for this was th 
on wbieb, according to previous arrangement, the lugger 
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expected to urrire off (lie coast with a car*© Hollands, 
ntrabund commodities. On uucount of the storm 
there was no hops entertained of her being nble to brut up the 
Firth on that day, and even altlwugh, alio had bean abb- to m 

his, sfio would only kaTe pl*ctd herself in a *ery danger- 
oas position, without the possibility of discharging her cargo, 
and Dun Sinclair was loo cannons a skipper to mo any such, 
needless risks. Lca% before daylight, had departed, the two 
luiaJi windows, which allowed a few straggling rays to peuetriite 
into Hunter's public room, were carefully closed, the door was 
jroptrly secured, and the inmates made all needful preparation* 
kfiog doSance to the elements which were howling around 
the lonely house, by heaping piles uf furze on the hearth, and 
drawing largely on the landlord's choicest casks. The eompivny 
ww rory iniucotl-iactoue, consisting of decent fanners who cams* 
Jur a small stock of spirits for their own consumption ; of dealers 
Mailed their purchases through the. country ; and, lustly, 
tfnelcless desperadoes, who merely attended to assist the others 
in running the cargo, and whose remuneration was usually a 
■mail iitu'.uint uf the circulating medium, and &n unlimited supply 
At. this period, line smuggling vessels which visited 
the Scottish coast were onablod to make ihoir return voyages 
profitable by taking, as passenger.*, Bach of the unfortunate 
fiootiltefl as luDlrived to escape from the relentless pursuit of 
ndefatigable enemies. To do the smugglers justice, they 
did not biggie much regarding tha amount of passage money. 
Those who sought thoir assistance wcro, like ihemsclres, acting 
.nee of lite Hanorerian Government, and this was a bond 
of iiuion which told greatly in favour of the proscribed. When 
When there was no common foe to battle with, ill-Feelings were 
ftjm. limes apt to show themselves between the furmers and those 
mora immediately connected with the smuggling interest. On 
i ins occasion the grudge was somewhat increased, in consequence 
i .f tha farmers present haring had his hen-roost plundered 
on the provious evening, by, it was more than suspected, some of 
(hair present boon companions, who had been horering in the 
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neighbourhood for two or throe days previously. Blows 
nearly followed intemperate and hasty words, when lb< 
parly were startled by the sound of heavy blowa on the 
accompanied by urgent demands for instant admission, 
first and natural impression of tha smugglers was, that 
rorcnuo officers, assisted by the military, had surrounded 
boosr, and, in au instant, every sound of dissension was hi 
and pistola and sword* wtro drawn forth from various pi 
oonooaluiout. While this was going on, old Hunter proct 
to the door, to parley wilh ihuse whose loud demands for 
sion wore hoard above the howling of the tempest Appai 
the conference was not satisfactory, for, while a portion of 
band moved (ho large table against the door, nnothir portion 
by Hunter, passing through his Krncfafle, entered a door 
coaled in the wall, which, by an almost perpendicular stair, 
to the apartments above. X'his duor was earu fully closed 
them, and for a brief space not a sound was heard in the 
□lent which so shortly before hud been the scene of tint 
revelry. Although the demand for admission was still 
preferred by those outside, it did not appear that they in! 
to make a forcible entry. While matters were in this state, 
noise of a sharp struggle reached those inside, and, in a 
initiates, a well- understood signal caused them to remoi 
table uud unbar the dojr. The party who hud Urft uuder 
guidance of Hunter tben entered, bringing with them 
individuals who had boon tha applicants for admii-dou. Ol 
them, a well-military lookiug individual, was eudeav^urii 
staunch the bleeding which proceeded from a scarcely 
wound which the rwnit struggle had opened up afresh. 
companions were more meanly clad, anil presented a loss di| 
appeitrauce, but they were- evidently of u superior class to 
crowd into which they wi re M unceremoniously introdut 
The door having again bcou made last, old Hunter seemed 
loss how to treat his visitors, whether us guests or prit 
Ry way of solving the difiVultv, lie Bt once asked the iudh 
who seemed to bo the chief of the parly, and whuse w( 
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■nn hiul meanwhile be*n buund up, what bit object ni is baa*; 
in tie Whin: a: aocfa ft time. The gearral 

kml Che intruders were rrreuue uficera, asd lift* 
wis rather increased by ihe hesitating and caul 
which wat given. fc Tae strange* stated that tWy w#e» 
rom Haddington to Lctta when (act were oTertaJwn 
storm, ugoinst n hich the? were miible to make W;, 
seeing a light pr.>ei-*ding from a chink in the atiantic 
i dwelling, they Ufti claimed the abetter which, 
coualry, is not urually denied io people ill 4U- 
i explanation was by no means saisatartorr, hat. 
« were in sate kwping, il was allowed to pao- 
menu and the iucoatca of the aailor'a aorff reauawi - 
u. in the easy and natural way peculiar to •«» peopV 
p of liquor waa placed oa the table at which tha Mrasyr 
■ friend, were seated, bat it tt"jd nntsaUd. that saaaawi 
'c ntiLher part nor lot in the mirth and s a ndnes s which waa 
enacted arjund Lhasa. Taking adranujt uf aojeaparaui* 
•■hich followed the ptr-^raianee of a wild twchsjtaJien 
the principal stranger was heard to aak Hunter vfe«a taw 
Intent was expected un iba coast. Had a beest attghted 
dwell lag it cnold not hare caused greater caMtacrt* 
lid thia ample query. Hero waa ooo f n aa fl oo ■ 

. :is, and all the stronger that tha aca«» 
o*j *'!•" 1 Lbemsclrea judges were nut :u ■ 

Lay such a parr. To know anything ragafdlag Uu> 
IniiM.t displayed rpecial information, and the temartfy 
»as at once concanded. 
ted fir by the cl««e proximity of a strong auuurr 
nii'J.i ot tha lunn il :±nJ noise to whlej thia 
. of Ihe stranger was heard demai 
xre for Kiog James ?™ A* oil upon it 
was thia brief sentence. In an inttaot the tumult aaa 
■ a hmri-tl explanatii n was given. The 

tlio;e who had fought at Collcden. and 
D bunted ortr the land with a pertinncilT which 
ILL 
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extreme political animosity only can call forth. For two month* J 
they lind been concealed in Leith by soma devoted adherents of 
tho gallant Baliocrino, and they bad made their way to Porto- I 
1 c 1 lo in the hope of meeting the Good Intent., by means of whkfe .' 

ed to be able to join their fellow-exiles, and cum* 
out il path to fame and fortune in the service of an alieB ' 
prince. 

Few In the sailor's hostelry knew when next day'* sun shtd 

his early raja over the landscape. A day of onu^unl brilliant 

leoeeded the tempest of the previous night, nod, when the ' 

reteUera bad opened their leaden eyelida, everything wuc» 

a smiling aspect, but the object of all iMr wishes, the Good 

■ i, waa not yet in Bight. As the day wore on, each eue- 

eeaaivo sail waa carefully scanned from the upper window of 

Hunter"? dwelling, wiihonc the well-known signal bi 

Wii.-ii smuggling was n lucrative and comparatively safe 

, many devices wore adopted to defeat tho vigiluncc of the 

. who were frequently suspected of beiiu; in 

k I' I-.' with the smugglers. The vessels engaged En the contra- 

hind trade, nhich came as fur up the Jnrtb as Leith, rarely 

two ■•■'iiscentive voyngea without changing their painting, 

or in some way slightly altering (heir rig, so ns not to be i 

recognised by tuosu who bad reason to he suspicions of them on 

luraier risits. Very frequently, too, they would puss Loith, at 

if bound for Alitor Bu'uess, and, after dark, would quietly drop 

down to the plnoe where, ncording to previous arrangement, the 

was i ii tun Jed to bo run. This was the plan adopted on 

tho present occasion, and, lute in tho afternoon, the expected 

I was given and acknowledged. Itnineuiuttly all was 

and activity in making preparations for the anticipated 

work of tho following night. Aftor durk parties were despatched 

in rariotu direction* lo uinke sure that the coast was clear, and 

Ibey iwre instructed to return immediately to the rendezvous, 

when the Good Intent should show a light at her mast head off 

Portobcllo. Shortly after midnight the expected sigaul was 

seeo, it Hashed for only a moment or two, and, being answered 
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aimilar light on shore, both were inBtantly extinguished. 
be time the first boat reached tho shore nearly all the 
idlers were assembled. By their united oflbrts the boat was 
Id up on the sand and very speedily discharged of its cargo. 
!>> Ebn boat returned to the lugger those on shore hurried off 
lb fir loud.* to places of concealment. When tbo boat 
rued a second time. Hunter was anxious that the passengers 
i<l on board the lugger at once, as, in case of 
rue, it might be found impossible for them to embark in 
. The party in charge of the boat, howorcr, would not 
en lo take otf any passBOgers until be bad Oral consulted 

iv On his return be declared that Captain Sinclair 
Id take in no passengers until ho had his cargo out. To run 

•van hlsjtrst duty, when thai was doue he would bare 
enough to look after them. It was no time for arguing, so 
(rangers set to work with a will in assisting to remove the 
j. L»avlight tumid their work unfinished, and it was re- 
d to endeavour to laud what remained farther down the 
;, rattier than run needless risks For so little adrantngo. 
last boat-load hud boon removed, and tho strangers were 
snng to embark, when the alarm was given that the military 
upou them. Tliuse whoso duly it was to have kapt a look, 
v. ,-nn. it with their night's exertions, nnd loss watchful on 
ant oi all danger being nearly over, bad permitted the 
ly to approach close lo them before they communicated an 
n. 

le smugglers would have rather lied than fought, but they 
hemmed in and had no choice. Tboy showed no aort of 

but gathered together in a close body nud awaited 

Tin- sailors belonging to tho lugger coniragnced the 

j by discharging a volley at the approaching soldiers. 

w consisted chiefly of raw recruits belonging lo u feneilile 

ad they by no means relished the turn things were 
;ig. Two or three of them were wounded by the volley, and 

I uring the word of command, they camo to a moat 

halt. Thi3 had been noticed from the Good Intent, 
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taw exertioa* of 
tna fcesd, a+tiy parse** for •*■ 
s j uspfifcinj , wfeoae ssittb was to 
random after taw fiagisiws aoaften. Am igraaiicnl signal 
th* larger ■■a t aa i fl 
very few souaates die p ic mihiJ Jacobites was* oa board, 
boat wu hobtei in, and the Good luteal wm tfa g g iring 
toe fink and*? every inch of ctnms aba- could spread. 
According to tradition tk+se fagitlvas trera Lord 
Murray and two of bis followers. Lord George, aa 
known, held a chief command in the army of the 1 
Chevalier," and, at the decisive battle of OoOoden, fa« 
right of (bo first line Never dreaming that Charles 
abandon the struggle , Lord George and the otter chief 
rtmaiaed with the wreck of the arxoj retired to Baibven, 
they managed to assemble a force of between two and 
thousand men. From the want of provisions it would hare 
impossible to bare kept such a body of men for any 
time together, but they exhibited no unwillingness to oont 
tho war -, they were defeated but not disheartened. 
decided otherwise, and, a few days after tbe battle, be 
message to the chiefs desiring them to disperse. On recall 
these orders the officers took a melancholy farewell of 
other, and went off ia different directions, in order to provic 
their personal safely as they best could. The uieo thus lei 
themselves proceeded at once to their respective homes, 
uight months Lord George had contrived to elude tho 
pursuit of his enemies, into whose hands, however, an iodisoi 
had nearly betrayed him, at the very moment when his 
to tho continent seemed all but certain. Oa tho evening 
ceding that on which our story opens he visited Edinburgh, 
hid adieu to some of his Iriends, and, ibis becoming ka< 
measures were immediately token to arrest him. Through 
mismanagement on the part of those intrusted with the m, 



TA1W AMD TlUDtTlQNS OP LETCH 



117 



or possibly ill rough the good management of hli friends, the 
•(tempt miscarried in tbe way that we have seen. It ii proper 
lo wM that, in the historical account of bis Lordship's escape* 
An* trot her is named a* the place of embarkation, tod that it was 
»y means of a Teasel from this harbour that he succeeded in 
reaching Holland in safety. 

Leith possesses man; architectural rclica of antiquity. The 
■jo-t prominent of these claim our notice. The ecclesiastical 
structures may he placed In the foreground, as being historically, 
•ad in point of antiquity, more entitled to veneration and regard- 

The precise date of the foundation of St Mary's or South 
Leith Church is involved la some obscurity, but it is 
clear that it could not be much earlier than 1490, as 
i* evident from a charter of James III., dated in that 
rear, wherein hia majesty confirms a grant made by a cer 
tain " Peter Falconer, in Leith, to a chaplain in St Piter's 
Alter, situat in the Virgin Mary Kirk in Leith ;" in this docu- 
ment it is styled " a A* w Church," the phrase in the original, 
being Aovn ccciesia Beata Maria in Lech. Between the last 
tntntionod date and 1499, we find records of similar grants con- 
(erred on the chaplains of St Barlholomew'a and St Barbriea' 
Altars, which sufficiently attest the growing importance of 
Leith. For sixty or seventy years after ita erection, St Mary's 
■spears to have been merely a subordinate obapclry to the- col- 
legiate establishment at Restalrig, although It was so rapidly 
teaming tbe centre of a large population. Four years before 
it was formally declared to be the parish church, it would seem 
that Restalrig had been deserted by the incumbent who had 
leaed, or otherwise appropriated, the glebe and manse, as well as 
tho church lands belonging to the parsonego. Originally St 
Mary's had a choir, which stood at tbe east end of the church, 
according to some authorities, was destroyed by tbe 
army under Hertford in 1544, when the town was 
wholly destroyed by fire. According to another autho- 
i remained eatire until tho Reformation, w\ie^\\^»B,ft»- 
ed So purify it from tho infection oE ^o^cr^ ^rftk ^ 
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jike similar buildings, it was supposed to be tainted. It appoasa 
strange thai this chapel, with its numerous and richly cudowaJ 
altar*, should have altogether escaped tho notice of the R*-| 
formers, when tho mother church of lloitalrig was doomed •» 
destruction us "a monument ui* idolatry." 1'erbapa our ancta-i 
tors, in tho exercise of that wisdom which is so frequently rt»i 
i'orrod to, compromised matters bo far as to demolish the oadu 
and thus, while they furnish an illustration of the purificatjotj 
which destruction was supposed to confer, they manage tu pre- 
serve such churches as they were desirous of obtaining for their' 
■own un. Another supposition, and an exceedingly probtiblo 
one, is that tho demolition of part of the church occurred during 
the seige of 1A60, for it is expressly mentioned by an anonymous) 
contemporary chronicler of the Beige, th»t the boseigers "frhnlta 
downe soma part of tho east ond of the Kirk of Leith." 

In I."-!?, after tho unfortunate battle of Pinkie, St Mary'i 
Church was used as a place of confinement by the English for 
the numerous prisoners taken on that occasion, and where they 
remained while treating regarding ransom. 

On the 12ih Juuuary 1571, the Twenty-fourth General As- 
sembly of the Church of Scotland was *• haJden in the Kirk of 
Leith," and it is worthy of remark that it was on this occarioa 
that ponoiflsion waa granted to a iniuistet to assume the office 
of a Judge of the Supreme Court, in conjunction with the exer- 
cise of his ministerial functions. 

la 1643 the Solemn League and Cor en ant was solmenly sworn 
and subscribed in the church of South Leith. In the records of 
Session there are the following minutes of the transaction — 

"Oct. 19th 1043. — Tho said day it was mentionato in the 
Seasione. that there should be a fast upo* the next Lord's Day, 
befor subscribing of the Covenant betwixt the three Kingdomes. 
Scotland, England, and Ireland ; and all to eweir to tho said Cow. 
nant. The times appoyutit fur subscribing of the said Covenant! 
Th. for the Towne of Leith upo' Teniaday after sermou, the 14th, 
Thursday after sermon tho 20th, and upo' Friday after morr.ing 
pnjen, Che 27th dayes of October 1613. Rentolride;e upo* tho 
Cord's Day afternoon, the 29lh of Oct. 
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— I ho said day bcinj tho Lord s Day. t 
ne Fast befor subscribing of the Covenant, All vHhffl |1m 

' 'i pnator and people (at cuiiiiwuid of thfl minister) 
stood up upo' their tevt ; and there solemaHe, wittl Itfb 
bands, did sweir unto the said covenant ; and tho dates pro- 
scribed lor subscribing thereof, u ia foresaid, noj intiuioi 
pie " ' 
In IfiBfl ;hi> ctuirch wbh shot up hy order of [be Ibpul 
: . in consequence of some rather plain ipeakii 
rC of ttif incumbent regarding the powers that h 
re does mil Appear to have been much external ornamental 
WOrk on the church, and no data was anywhere visible, save on 
east gabU-, whore the figures 1614 probably- mnrked i he 
rod ftl which toe ruin a of the choir were completely D 
ty. The side aisles appear lo havo been, for tho most part, 
ihe work of the same period. " A range of fiic dormer window.* 
constructed at tliut date, above both the centre ami Mile 
and though a novel addition to a Gothic church, mas; 
»axe had a very picturesque and riob effect. Tho whole of these 
with the exception of tho two western ones on the south side of 
church, were taken down iu 1747, and the remaining ones 
demolished in 1847, along with tbe out and nett gables of 
the church, and, in fact, nearly every feature that waa worth 
preferring ; tbe architect buviug, with the perverse iagenuityof 
modern restorers, preserved only the mors recent and least at- 
tractive portions of the venerable ediSee. As some slight atone- 
ment for this, the removal of the high-pitohed roof of tho sido 
aieles, brought to light a range of very neat square-headed 
r.iry windows, which had remained concealed for upwurds 
of two centuries, and which, fortunately, hove been retained in 
the restoration of the buildiug."! A large sum was expended 
in the very tasteful fitting-up of the interior, and South Leitli ia 
internally one of tho handsomest parish churches in Scotland. 

must not omit noticing tho little old-fashioned steeplo 

• Kincnld'a History of Edinburgh, 310-11. 
t Wilson 'a Memorials of Edinburgh. 
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from 1674 to 1933, was on appendage lo. wc cannot 
Ml ornament of, the "Auld Kirk." In the laUer m«r.U< 
vi :ir it exhibited marked symptoms of decay, by departing fr. 
the perpendicular, and as its fall would bare endangered 
•.-hurch, and risked the loss of many lire*, it was resolved to 
it down, and this was accordingly done. la the operatic 
connected with the renoration of Cho church, its foundatk 
wera laid bare, aad these being vary imperfectly const) 
sufficiently accounted fur the structure giving- way. Until abi 
the beginning of the seventeenth century many churches ws 
unfurnished with bells, and it was the practice in towns for 
':b.urch officer to go through the principal thoroughfares inclut 
in the parish, and summon people to sermon by means of & hi 
belL In the Records of the West Church pariah of Kdinbi 
the following; entry occurs undes Jdate 27th October 1592 
M The whilkday the haill elders, deacons, and honest men of 
{•arish being warned to this day, convened ane gude numl 
tUairof, who hoe agrood all i» ano voice, that inall times eoroi 
there be ane preachiog every Thursday, and that it begin at nine 
hours in the morning, rrnd thn rffirer of the. Kirk to ijang with Efcfl 
'•ril at aught hours, betwixt the bow-Joot and tke town-end. 1 ' 

Of tho ministers who, in former times, hare held this charge, 
rerj few call for especial notice. Amongst the exceptions' 
however, stands first the celebrated David Lindsay, who enjoyi 

■ ;i high degree of celebrity in bis own day, and took a promin 
part in most of the publie transactions of his time. Ho waa 
pointed minister of Leith in lfiGO, end bii name appears on 
roll of the first General Assembly held in the same year. H< 
was twice moderator of the General Assembly, first in 1668, and 
again in 1582. He was early and closely associated with tho 
gnat Scottish Reformer, and for many years the names nf Ivnox 
and Lindsay wore uniformly to bo found in every committee 
deputation appointed by the Assembly. Lindsay attend* 
Kirkildy of Grange on the scaffold in 1573 ; he attended Jam* 
VI. to Norway in 1C89, and officiated at his marriage with Ai 
Denmark, and baptised their bods, Henry, who died in 
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f, and Charles, afterwards Charles J. Dr Robortaon says— 
early as 1537, Lindsay's inclmntion tn episcopacy alienated 
from his brethren." and quotes Calckn-wnud to show that he 
a gravely ccntur.-ri in the Synod of LV>ihian ( boldeo at Ltkh 
be 5th of April, for not receiving and using the commission 
(C Presbytery, and his fault registered in tho book of Synod." 
proceedings of the Assembly do not bearont thin statement. 
in 1796, be wag proposed us Moderator, and in the following 
be waft also named for this distinguished office ; wo find 
ler that, in 1393 and 1600, be was one of the committee 
limed by tbe Assembly to confer with his majesty on various 
sots connected with the Kirk. He was the only clergyman 
publicly thanked God for the preservation of James from 
mysterious, if not imaginary, plot known as the Gowrie 
piracy, and, with a more praiseworthy singularity, he wan 
inlv minister who prayed regularly in public for the unfor- 
te Mary during her rigorous imprisonment in England. He 
elevated by James to the see of Ro^s on the introduction of 
»pacy ; be accompanied Lite king to London, and was named 
of the commissioners for effecting the union of the two 
doms. He died at Leith in It" 1.1. in tbe eighty-third year of 
ige, and the fifty-third of his ministry. 
1692 there was a carious quarrel regarding the right to the 
tabency of tbe parish, during which tbe Her. Wm. Wiaheort 
tued an unenviable kind of notoriety, but as we shall hare to 
; of this matter at some length when speaking of the meet- 
muae on the Shirr* Brno, we pass from it at present with 
brief notice. 

le only other incumbent of l.c-iih to whom we shall refer is 
i Logan. So much bos been said, on both sides, regarding 
londuct of Logan towards Michael Bruce, and regarding his 
poetical pretension!!, that the subject is one not very easily 
led. With some prepossessions in favour ol Logan, and 
a full belief in his great literary abilities, wa feal ourselves 
wiled to arrive at the conclusion, that Logan acted unfairly 
rds the memory of his confiding fellow-student, Michael 
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Bruce, nod thai he was guilt? of dehbtrnte flf nhonrwtjf in pn 

log as his own the productions of the ill-fated and Ml 
Bruce The ovidence brought forward by Dr 1 

. Bruce, in our opinion settles this point oonclu- 
w&* llie author of soverul volumes of eer:n»n-. BltfS Oftl 
wnrka in gem<*rnl literature. In I78B he pabliBhed I 
poems, including some of tin so claimed fur Bruce, which I 
ivacbtU a souoii 1 edition. In the fu'luwing year he 
the tragedy of liitnnymede, whieh wis put in rrhonr*al in Lon- 
don, but aftorwurda refuged license on account of some 
pcliticnl allusions. It wu* ultimately brought on the stupe at 
Edinburgh with indifferent success. Hit dramatic at temp 
connection wilh some other objectionable proec-odingn having 
given riso to unpleasant IVelinga amongst the parishioiK 
was induced to resign his charge, <<u receiving il mooters! 
nuity, and proceeded to London, with the view of devoting him- 
self wholly to literary pursuit-;. Hif .uoeesB was not grenr, 
although one of his productions subjected his publisher to a pro- 
secution by (ho House of Common?. Lugun died at London, 
after a lingering illness, on the SSth Dct'cmbtr 1788, in rht 
fortieth year of hia age. 

The stipouds of ministers, after the Reformation, wore fixed 
tt a very moderate figure. In I5ii2, 100 merks, equal to 
£5, Hi. IJd. sterling woe held to be a sufficient stirend for the 
ordinary ministers, and 300 merles was the highest, with the ex- 
ception of the tire HlperhtteadtDtt of districts. In 1574, tho 
Regent Morton introduced a plan by which throe, four, or five 
churches wore given in ehargo to one minister, the ordinary 
work being carried on by ■ readers," to whom the liberal salary 
of thirty-three shillings and four pence sterling was allotted. la 
the register which appears in tho Widrotr Miscellany, the entry 
1 ,eith and lteatulrig is " Muistix David Lindesay £300 Scots,' 
or ■ trifle mora than £11 sterling, ami " Johne Mores'juu, raider,' 
is shown to have received his foil pay of thirty-three and four- 
ponce, or something loss than tightjjence a week t Thtru was no 
Mettled minister in North Lcith previous to 1509. 
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Itlioogh it is no part of tho Presbyterian's creed to believe 

i stone aod lime of ti church are peculiarly larred, never- 

Ihrleu, thB people of Sontlnnri, generally, ehensh a feeling frf 

Btml respect I'.r th<? building in which they nnd tboir 

a worshipped together, sod where, aide by side for many 

yean, they have listened bo the glad tidings of sulvaLiim. Et U 

*wy pleasing !■ remark the way in which the ruin* of an old 

iV church are spared from die dceccrutiug touch, which 1)05 

boeu la'd on so many of our liuiv-hououred ruins* WJiils tin: 

residence of proud and powerful barons has been relentlessly 

!* ma tenuis for the emotion of riylcei arid firm oul- 

, the ruirifl of an old country church hare suffered only 

rua tooth " of Old Time. There are some exceptions, 

the buildings hnppen lo havo been used for 

Koman Catholic purposes, prior to the Reformation; in 

'bc-jo cases the ruins, no matter how beautiful, aro un- 

Knpuloa»ly mutilated, and [>^h :nJ other unclean animals 

ire permitted to wallow within tho precincts. In general, 

however, the ruins of (he little old fashioned country ohurch, 

surrounded by its small burying- ground, form u pleasing 

re in the landscape. Its walls, overtopped by a few vener- 

iblo trees, are gradually mouldering away j a solemn stillness 

prevails around, and no rude noises disturb the resting-place of 

Ihosc who " lived iu lovu together, and In death were not di- 

II ig altogothor ditToront from thie whoa" a town- church falls 
'■'-uv. It is ul must invariably re-edified on the same spot- 
lice cause which require* a removal of site iu the country 
rices not exist here ; tho seat of population in a rural parish, 
the erection of manufactories, or other causes, has 
ntly changed from one extremity of u parish to another, 
fitid henct? the original position cf the church has become ex- 
gly inconvenient Tho only exception to this rule, as re- 
gards town churches, with which we uro acquainted, is the cose 
of North Leitb, about which wo uaw proceed lo say a few 
words. 
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Abbot .-f H:1iimJ 
smLeit*. 




VT*tor *t L*«k. he m t i wi tW cosy* with tW rata « 
meted as the wifcni ewd e/ uW booge, and with fa 
jMriyMeTMilMriiorSocUiLdtk Isj ■ I fri ■ so the 

iaga Mil ra the chapel, the toils Umafcie «m tW bndgs 
aatjaatsrioted fee lie support of two pris ts, who ten oocn to 
receive fiftcci Berks uauO;, and foe (be repeur of the chapel 
bridge, end teoeaseot, Kb* ■■■ pi— to bt given to too poor. Too 
eVasVr of fowwUtioa was eoafirmed bj Jibm IV., m 1493. At 
lb« Be&rsestioa, the Abbacy of H-lvrood being ertcttd mlo a 
teas-poral lordebip in fnow of John Bothvefl, thereafter known 
a* Lord Roh/roodboose. tb« mhohrtinw of North Leiifa pcrehaeed 
from baa ■ the chapel of Si Niaiaa's, the chaplain's boose, tithes 
of HillkoascficM, and of fish brought into (be harbour* of Leiih 
and Newharro." They shortij after re-bailt the chapel and 
chaplain'* house, and in the records of the Fresbjtery of Edin- 
burgh, under date ISth November 1595, it is mentioned that 
" tliair bas been noe Kirk re-edified in the north side of the brig 
tA Leith." After virions negotiations the parties appointed to 
eomult with the inhabitant* regarding it* erection into a parish 
ohvtflh, reported that thej had conversed with various of the 
inhabitants, bat that delay was suggested in order that the eon- 
tent and concurrence of those who "were at the sail," should be 
obtained. 

The first minister of the parish was Mr James Muirbeod who 
was " admitted " 19th September 1599. It was by aet of Parlia- 
ment, in I(i>*i;, formally erected into a parish, and the stipend of 
the incumbent was fixed at 800 merits, subsequently raised 10 
12(10. The patronage was vested in the "haill of the inhabi- 
ting." ind the surplus of tho revenue was * to be given to the 
When Dr Johnston was called to be minister of North 
Lei lb, " he entered into an arrangement with the session, without 
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iflj a*9*nt on the part of tha inhabitant*, tvttinp h.micli and 

won eli trustees of the parish in tho m..„ ; f tha 

Wnen tha uew church of North i*eiih wa? being built 

toe session and incorporations, assuming on thin agreement 

at, the gronnds whereof were 
reived! to recently as lS'JS, when a submission was mode | 
late Lord Moncrieff(tben ^ir James), who garc an opinion thai 

-. - should not be disturbed, assuming the arranged:. 
W binding on tho parlies at (he '.irao ; and such it tbe position 
miters at the present day." • The tithe on fish imported at 
and Xewhaven has givcu rise to whuu litigation. At the 
iuu4 harbour of Granton no tithe is exigible, and fish 
ltd there cao bo carted, or conveyed by roil, into Lti tl 
11* chargt, us it ii only on thin-borne rlsh that it i; leviable. 
Mi is believed to be one of (he richest livings III 
.arid, second only to that of Greenock. It is somewhat remark - 
•Me that this pariah, the church of which was originally dedi- 
cated to St Ninian. and the parish of St Ninian's near Stirling. 
sre tho "iily two i'i Scotland where the patronage is vested in 
nera. 
nccomipitdnti'in in the old church baring become too 
limited Ibr the increasing population, and the sue being mcun- 
»en.ool lor u largo portion of the pariah, a new church was 
1, In 1815-1*1, on a rising ground about half-way it iL* 
tillage of NenliuvL'ii. It is a tasteful though jjluiu building, 
. handsome spire which, in coti sequence of its position, is 
rachvi' a striking object in the lundacapa. On tho 23th of August 
■ -.icriibh' L»r Johustuu, at that lime minister of [ha 
i his farewell sermon in the ancient edifice, 
wherein, for a period of 'iuS years, the worship of God, according 
to Lbe Preabytcrian form, hud been uninterruptedly cooducu-d. Jt 
been bc affecting ocoaioii, when the aged minister 
la valedictory discourse in the place where he had long 
laboured in spiritual thin^*, and whero th« words of peace had 
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•o often been spoken. la 1826 (he old church was diinu 
uml its bolltllog wulls removed almost to lIic ground, 
granary uivcLt<d upon its foundations. Very little of the 
•iracturu can now be traced , save on the side next to ll 
on tbc opposite aide a duurwuy, partially below the pre 

- In be pu.it of the original edifice. Wu know of 
imtancea where dissenting chappls have been convert! 
commercial eftnbhUhnentfl. but wu arc a wore of no otfcftf i 

I a parish cboroh im> nodufgone auch u truusfor 
When making tbc- alterations required to adapt it to its c 

•liaroeter, two skeletons were dug up near the epo 

be pulpit hud occupied. Tim in rinse, which stood dir 

. of the) church, and to which there wu* a public a| 

thrim&h it. ipiertusa private residence. It e 

on a conspicuous place in irMit the following quotntio 

Scrip turt.— 

•' Blessed, ar. they, yat. heir. ye. Word. of. God. 
and. keip. it. Lrke. xi — 1G00." 

Tho adjoining steeple, which bears date 1675, njigh 
r-hnrtd tho fate uf the church, in so fivr as its beauty ui 
BH ooaoenwd, without any loan to the community. It 
and bell still give signs and tdketu of their ivneri 

mind the heedles* denizen (bat they' t nee formed the adj 
a more important building than u granary, 

George Wlsbart, the bUlorinn of Montrose's Campalg 
minister uf this puriih in 1C38. He was a keen B 
wus deposed und imprisoned in consequence of his p 
sign the Solemn League. Having beta subsequently Jet' 
in correspondence with the RoyaH*is, he was again impra 
in the "Thieves* II Q .■ f tha Edinburgh Tolbooth. Accoi 
to hie own account, for his attachment tu Royalty and Ej 
pacy, he three limes suffered imprisonment and exile. A 
i Newcastle, in 164-1, a ben he hnd been offieia 
his clonea! capacity, he IV 11 into the handa of the Beotti 
and, when again confined in the Ediuburgh Tulbuotb, 
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Uooed she E*LaUs for maintenance to himself, his wife, and fire 

■ ;,. Shortly after lie waa released froua priMll by Mm vic- 

Df Montrose, and, us chaplain to thai nobleman, 

1 him to the Cootinent. About 1600 he obtained 

•one church preferment in EaglatiJ, and, on tic re- establishment 

■■ in Scotland, lie rtiw. on Is: June 166", consecrated 

ilinburgh, whore hi- died in 1071, ami was bnrii 

>beY. It is recorded lo W] snarl's houour, that he 

1 huueell' lo obudu n purUou fur some of ihe persecuted 

OiTecnnters ; and Uiat, remembering hi-* own dismal esse in 

lit> whs always careful to send from his own tuble the tirst 

ahar* of hiv dinner to the Presbyterian prisoners. 

i.cuinbent of North Lehh was the well-known Dr 
the Edinburgh A«yluin Cur the Blind. 
i g notice of thin worthy uiun is from the pen of the 
i Robert GiiBMao: — 

■m, at an early period of bis life, felt n deep ay ai- 

ha blind ; and witnessed with pain tho 

ualuicholy spectacle of individuals of both sexes groping their 

■l-le wiiuleiinga in the dark, trusting to ihu charily of the 

16. An idea strnck him of getting an twyium founded for 

'.his class of autierers ; and no one who knew 

' the doctor's character ocad be told that whatever 

le umleno^k he carried through. Accordingly, after many 

this Institution wua opened for tho reception of the 

blind of Scotland in September 1793. The utility 

tad admirable working of tbia charity requires no further notice 

:ive thtit it will, for. many gene rut Ions, remain a pmud 

tronument to th<- momory of the worthy founder. Alter (fitting 

lbs machinery in working operation* the Doctor, for a period of 

thirty years, missed not a day, but the ftubbutb.cl paying a visit 

Asylum ; and hi* reverend and commanding figure might 

he ee-ti marching up Leila Walk, with gold-headed cone, and at 

oould maintain, to see to the comforts ot hid 

i children. It were superfluous lu hay that hii presence 

Xlfuaed a general joy. On one occasion, however. 
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he nearly paid dear tor & wish to see thorn privatolv at tfcoi 
dinner-hour amusements. Tbc manager led the Doctor em 
Uously to a corner of ibe ploy-ground — the game was (aka 
literally) blind man's buff— the Doctor, however, had net re< 
roained long in his retreat when, with an instinct peculiar to this 
diss of unfortunate*, they discovered (hat a stranger was iii 
the camp, sod, finding hia bi ding-place, they dragged the poor* 
Doctor forth, and commenced pummelling; him moat unmercifully. 
When they know who was the interloper there was no more ploy 
that day. The Doctor told the juke with great glee. 

Aj a proof uf hia pedestrian powers, he was one day overtaken 
at the foot of the Walk in a heavy shower. The Leilh »ttge* 
then were two in number, and took a good hoar to perform tho 
juurucj. One of Ihem coming lumbering up, the Doctor, te. 
Itred by all, was recognised by some gentlemen, who made tlie 
coach draw op, and ottered him a ride to Edinburgh. The 
Doctor, looking at hia antique gold watch, said, " Gcntlomeo, I 
would hate been moat happy to have availed myself of your 
kindness, but having an engagement at the Asylum in on hour. 
I regret / will not have time!" in his own parish ho was oo let* 
distinguished for piety, seal, and active business habits, he rote 
every morning at an early hour, and finished a correspoii 
nearly ai great as a minister's of state. Being at a period t! f 
hottest of our continental war, mothers lind sons to be r 
from impressment, widows to get bounties from Qovenia«Dt« 
nnd disabled soldiers and seamen to get memorials drawn up fur 
prise-money or pensions, and the whole burden of this Boorrienne 
labour fell upon tho worthy Pastor. 

The esteem in which he was held by the " Fishermen stid 
Fishwives*' of Newhaven may be illustrated by the cxclai 
the latter would make to a higgling customer— '* Xa ! 
wadnu gie fish to the Doctor himscl for that nil 

His loyalty knew no bounds. In 1603. when the danger 
the threatened French invasion was thought imminent, the ' I 
v*ovmd up an eloquent discourse with this noble peroration— 
. who, my dear brethren, would not (lgl;t for d" 



i. 
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>Hce and our nation's honour? And what aro wo promised by 
*we who mean lo invade in ? la it to place Britain in u b 
position than she now occupies ? I* it to rank'-* our social com. 
f>rts more suonro ? Ye who arc fulhera, husbandi, and brothers, 
ot a reply. I my sell'," exclaimed the Tcnuruble old man, 
i his fjtivcuty-tbirU year, " I myself, old though I be, and 

thin arm i», I myself will lend you on ! " 
died in 1821, in hia ninety-third year, lio wan a man 
'arm in temperament, simple in manners, and unaffected in 

Another building intimately associated with the Eoi.Iom- 
history of Leitb was the Kintore, or Cm. 
t'unnerly stood in Kirkgate, immediately in front 
Loitb Chiiroh, and to which there was an BDtT] 
ih nu uroaad passage. In (he "good old times,'' when an 
iuu was cuiupulsoiy upon all men, the Iuntore 
"u used as a temporary prison for those who had in anyway 
iaeurretl the displeasure of thy Session. Offencosof the moat trivial 
•stare were most aererely punished, ond a system of eipi 
•■a maintained from which there wu hardly any poaaibih 
CUapp. Kithtr Luiih must, In former lime*, have ©xeee< ■ 
viabednoas tho other parta of Scotland, or llio Session must 
• make it a aurt of pattern pariah for ihu n 
ii. Not content with the, by no nicuns incoi 
ainiiunt uf seal which they themselves displayed, they hud (hi 
uiiitauco uf a dignitary, styled " thu bailie of St Anthony,'' 
•hose spvciul duty was to ferret 'out transgressors against 
■ ! authority, and have thorn brought before him for 
I'll..' bnrou "bailie of St AuthouV ©xercispd Lhe ordi- 
nary baronial jurisdiction; he hod the usual magiaterial at... 

; but, his chief uusinesa was to render the 
irrient to ecclesiastical authority. That the 
n ■•'jiisidercd him to be there own especial official, is evi- 
dent from the fact that, when tho aheriff of the county, In IGSS, 
id (hi hardihood lu dispute hia authority, and call some of bia 

K.o ix. 
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decisions in question, the Session unanimously passed ft 
allowing the treasurer " to disburse whit money shall bo n> 
aary expended in defending the rights thereof.'* So far as 
knowledge extends, Leith was tho only town in Scotland w 
had a magistrate and a prison at the exclusive command ol 
■Session. jTbe jurisdiction of this bailie appears lo have 
tended over both North and South Leith, aa we find freq 
mention of his court having been held at'Newbaven. The < 
was in existence so hie as JS33, whea il was swept awuy bj 
Burgh Reform Bill. The last baron bailie was Mr Th< 
Baric jr. 

Lest the bailie and his officers should fail in their c 
"Searchers," who were generally elders, were appointed bj 
Session, and these, escorted frequently by a guard of sold 
prowled about the at roots and oavirons of the town, during 
time of divine service on Sabbath, and dragged off to the Kir 
nil persons, under whatever circumstances, who were fi 
out of doora during the interdicted hours. Invalids 
wandered out for the benefit of tho sea air, strau 
coming into town, and people in search of missing 
lives, were considered to bo equally gnilty with reg 
pleasure -seekers, and accordingly found no favour in 
eyes of these rigid searchers. Cutting a cabbage during the ; 
hours rendered the operator liable to the Kfmore, and u us, 
mentioned where a man was summoned before the SessioT 
the crime of Gating radishes in hia own garden during tho 
of sermon. As, however, the searchers hod only seen him 
the radishes in his hand, he was let off with a very se 
rebuke on hia solemn promise to refrain in future from 
handling radishes under Bimilar circumstances. Kettle 
water were not permitted to be toiled on Sundays between 
hour of nine in the morning and the termination of the eve 
service j and, finally, koepera of lodging houses wore inlerd 
from letting beds to strangers until their testimonials bad 
submitted to, and approved of by, the elders of tlieir respe 
districts. In illustration of those statements wo shall now <] 
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1 «tt© cases of " discipline" from tho pariah records of Ltith, and 

"^frit from those of North LcitL, 

\ Jany. 1 r,05. u Compeirit Margaret Sinkler, being cited be the 

■Man of the Kirk, tad being aceu.sit lor being at the burne the 

Jfm Sabbath befoir the forenoon© sermone, confesgit hir offense, 

jW promeist amendment hi all time coining ; was convict of 

11.6,* and satisfies!, as was injoint to hir." In the samo month 

nr, "Janet Merlin and Margaret Cook, hir mother, made 

"fiair publick repentance for conceilling a bairuu unbaptised in 

vk boow for the space of twenty weeka, or thairby, and for 

[iring the said bnimo the name of Janet." Two yean later a 

deacon U palled up and rcry properly mulcted for being io his 

tot tw» ^dyverss Sabbath dayes the tyme of efternoune ser- 

On tbellth Feby. 1680, five individuals were brought 

up, " accuait for playing of the gowff erery Sabbath tho tymo of 

iiionnea," They wcro each fined L.20, and "ordainit to 

w&nJh [pat in prison] until the same wer pay it, and to find 

action not to do the like again nt na tymo hoirofter under the 

paino of L.30." Oct. 1605, the Session ordained that " whatso- 

ihip ia biggit above the brig and cornea through the same, 

hall pay tho sum of L.fl besides any skaith the brig shall happen 

get, and this to bo doao for this cause— for iba help to tho 

oigpng of the brig and upholding of the same." Drunkards 

were kept ia order by the threat of 24 hours in the " joug»," or 

toe " tolbalth " on bread and water, while- scolding women wers 

kept in order by the terror of an application of " tho branks." 

Tb« " jonga," most of our readers will be aware, was the old 

ti pillory, and consisted of an iron collar, which was placed 

mund the nook of the delinquent, and was attached to tho wall 

of some conspicuous place, by a strong chain. A very good 

specimen of this instrument of punishment may yet be seen 

Inched to the entrance to the chnrchyard of Duddingstone. 

The " branks" wore applied to the mouth, and specimens of 

" In these extracts Pounds A'cofimnst be understood: the Sterling 
burton would magnify the uuniaament enormously. 
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thorn may be icea in tho museum of tUo Scottish Soei 
Antiquaries. 

It is in the Records of South Leitb, however, that the grea 
variety of illustration is to be found. Inl591, "the! 
egrocit" that thoir proceedings should be kept private, and er 
member "revealing a conclusion," which ought to hare b 
kept secret, not only forfeit**! his office, but was likewise amerce^ 
iu tho sum of L.20. Bakers, or us they are described, " bailer*,* 
appear to bevo occasioned tho church much anooyauce, as they 
are frequently brought under censure for breaking the Sa 
rest. In 1G74 a complaint was made to the Session by Ciilhert 
Storio against Andrew Brown, '* who damnified him by ickia 
down ane old house adjoining his own, the Session vudCil it. 
dischargit any mair stouts* to be carryit away ; and the siiifl 
Andro was orderit to prisone for his unreverend oondnc. 
Sositoune." From this quotation it will be sflea that tho powei* 
rested in tho Session were exceedingly varied ; here they I* 
sumed the fuucLioos of our modern " Dean of Guild," with 
addition, that they could imprison those who showed tho bIi 
'• contempt of court." 

In the records frequent mention is made of the 5ft 
whom we have already alluded. A minute of Session, ondec 
date 14th Jany. 1692, appoints an rider and deacon, in ro 
to go through the town avory Sabbath day in time of st 
both forenoon and afternoon, " and to ubserve who are on (bs 
streets, er otherwise prophoning the Sabbath be dnuking 
otherwise, and to call the officer* to goe along with them." 
previous minute, in 1637, had made provision for their belnfl 
comfortably accommodated on returning from their labour 
" The sessioune orderit the high seat, next Andro Lam', 
be lockit up, and reaervit for the searchers lo resort to eftir thair 
search." As illustrative of what we have already advanced, wo 
find that, iu Oct. 1700, Helen Tuvlor, being duly sumnn 
" compeared and acknowledged her guilt of carrying Kalo on [ho 
Sabbath-day, in tyme of sermon; eho was appointed to upptaf 
befor© tho congregation Sabbath nest to be rebuiked." In i 1 1 
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find the following curious and interesting partioalari regard- 

the arrangement for a communion. Tbe treasurer is ap- 

il " to get up the tent in the church-yard, to rumors the 

:U, and get up the tables and seat* for the magistrates ; ser- 

to begin on Saturday at 2 o'clock -, sormon to begin on 

Eabbath at 8 o'clock morning ; sermon to begin at 9 o'clock on 

Monday morning ; refers to the treasnrsr and the clerk to cause 

feako foar down of bread ; rofers to Wn. Wilson to trye for tho 

t claret wine, and to inform the treasurer, who is to tak 

jvc gallons of it." 

m records now betoro us, wa could adduce a host of cases 

illustrative of Kirk Session despotism, in tho oldon time, bat 

*oough have been cited to establish our general premises, and 

Hut i rate the peculiar working of the system, so far ns Loith is 

onccmod. 

In 1CH2, the session decreed that "the little chamber above 
the porch shall bu repaint, and given to tho doctor [teacher] of 
the grammar schuile." This same chamber in the Kintoro was, 
in 1G92, used as a session-house in consequence of some dispute 
regarding the incumbency of the parish. It is thus noticed in 
the minute* of Session, " 18th August 1692; this day the ses- 
aioun was ohligcd to bo kcepit in tho little houe above tbe porch 
outer entrie commonlie eallit the cantore, in regard tbey 
were debarred the lessionn honB as aforesaid." In later times 
tho lower p art of the Kintoro was nsed as a receptacle for tho 
graved iggcrs' tools, and there are many now alire who can re- 
member having played at leap-frog over the grave-stones, without 
any dread of the Searchers, and in utter disrespect of the ses- 
sional decree that any ono "found doing any unlawful deidis 
within tbe said yeard," should be held liable for •' the warding 
tjf their pcrsoanis." 

. Bestalrig* demands an especial notice from as as, prior to the 

• The anoUnt name was variously given as Lostalric, LeBtairike, 
and Lexstolrik. Although the Tillata is commonly knawn by the 
more modern name of Keatalrig, one of the road* leading, Vi &faxt& 
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Ctftf— tiiMt i I in ike " Kirktown " of lie pariah in 
thea i— i^Bifirii nt town of Lett fa was situated. Trial 
aecladesl hamlet of HesUlrig must bare been at one 
•eat of a ooofiderable popuUuon, may Tery safely b* 
firoui tit facts that, from a very early period, it pnm'sss 
portent aerlasiutieal establishment, and tbat it was th 
waijsnuii of the Lords of Beaialrig. Daring the Sci»e 
is 1 WO. we learn frum Hollinshed, that " the Lard G 
tenant of the Inglii annic- Judged in the town of L#* 
the Dean's house, and most pair: of their demi-lances, 
horsemen lay in the same town." 

A church is believed to have existed at RestaJrig I 
parly period, as it was celebrated for the tomb of Saint 
a noble virgin, who is said to have come from Acha 
fourth century, in company with St Rule, and to have 
Her tomb was resorted to by numerous pilgrims, a 
lisved to be the scene of many miracles, ehieily in 
with diseased eyes, or partial deprivation of sight* 
whence it had its name and its parochial origin is 
At the demise of William the Lion, the district of 
possessed by a family who bore its name as their o 
demise of Alexander III., it acknowledged Alex and' 
talrlo as its baron, and had undoubtedly become a p 
parsonage. In 1291, Adam of St Edmund's was its p 
had a writ to the Sheriff of Edinburgh to deliver him 
and rights ; and, in 123C, in the church of Itestalrig, 
fealty to Edward L During the reign of Robert L. I 
passed by marriage into the possession of the Logtn 
continued to bo their property till thoy became forfoi 
participation in Gowrie's conspiracy. In 1430 the 
the church was confirmed to Thomas Logan, by Willi 
of St Andrew*. A collegiate eitablishmont was set 
talrig by James HL, improved by James IV., and co 



Loith, is named the " Lochstcrrock Road," evidently 
fhonnoientnamo. 
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V. ; bat it acenis oot to have interfered with tho pirxon 
, which remained entire until ibo 11*? formation. On the SUth 
December 1660, tho First General Asaembly of the Kirk ct 
Scotland mat at Edinburgh, and, after settling some preliminary 
matters, ita very first act, on the following day, was as follow-): — 
• Finds that the Miuiatrie of ilie Word and Sacraments of God, 
tad aeeemblie of the people of the haill parochino of Restelrig, 
• within tho Kirk of Lcith ; and that the Kirk of Kcatahig, a» 
monument of Idolatry, be rur.vd and utterly caslen cluwue and 
destroyed." The first name uu the roll of the Assembly U that 
John Knox." and the representatives of Leitb were " Dttvkl 
Lindsay, minister, Andrew Lamb, and Patrick Boyman." Tho 
demolition of the church mast have followed close on the delirery 
of this decree, as we find the following curious notice regarding 
in tho Diurnal of OccvrrtnU, under date 1571: — "The Lords 
and Captain of the Costly causit big ane now port at tho nether 
boU, within the an Id port of the same, of uisler work, in the maist 
surenthie maner ; and fuik to big the s&myn with all the aUUr 
Wtanutkat Alexander Chrh hail ijadderit of tke Kirk ofRttAalruj 
li hi'j his liomt wu/u" The only portion which escaped demoli- 
tion was the choir, a comparatively small thoogh very n*at 
specimen of decorated English Gothic, which cannot date earlier 
than the fourteenth century. It remained in a ruinous condition 
up to 1637, when it was restored and fitted up as a Chapel of 
Ease for the parish of South Leith. The present generation 
most hove inherited a little of the appropriating spirit of their 
fathers, as we notice that a gravestone has been abstracted from 
the churchyard, and used a a landing-place for a stair iu a bouse 
immediately opposite. We noticed it on one occasion when we 
took shelter in the doorway from a passing shower, and, as tho 
aide with the inscription ia turned downwards, we were somewhat 
Btartled to find ourselves under a gra7estono. 

At Meeting-houso Green, between Cable's Wjrnd and King 
Street, stand the rains of a building former!)" used as a place of 
worship, and which, although it cannot date farther back than 
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about tho period of the Revolution, ia popularly known as " Join 
Knox'a Kirk," in defiance of the fact that the Reformer was J 
dead upwards of one hundred years hefore its erection. We 
were exceedingly •nrprised lo find that, in Mr Wilson's "Mm 
moriah of Edinburgh, 7 ' this absurdity is countenanced by o 
reference being engraved on the map which accompanies Lit- 
work, pointing out this bnilding as " the Church of Jnlm > 
the Reformer." Wo can only account for this by fiupposin^ tbal 
the publisher, and not the painstaking author, is responsible fol 
the map. The ruin forms part of Mr Methuen's cooperage, and, 
previous to its being partially unroofed by a heavy gale of wind. 
in tbo early port of 1852, it was us»d as a store for berrii 
rels. In the title deeds of the property it is spoken of as " Tbo 
Ark," bat we have been unable to discover any reason f< 
curious appellation. The gable of the building is in a line with 
Cable's Wynd. and is numbered " 22," part of it has, at one 
time, been occupied as a whiskey shop, tlie words " Retail 
Cellar, Licensed," being still dimly visible above the door. 
In tho records of South Leith Parish it is stated that, 
year 1687, " libertic was granted be King James" to a number 
uf persons resident in North and South Leith, " who did asso* 
ciate together into a congregation, and set up ana meeting-home 
near to tbo Sheriff Brae.* 1 In July 1687 they choso seven of 
their number to be managers, and, in January of the following 
year, Mr W. Wisheart was ordained as minister of the congre- 
gation. It appears to hovo been intended as a sort of CL.. 
Ease, and was evidently continued as euch for about sis years 
after its erection. On the establishment of PresbyteriBui?ni| 
shortly after the Resolution, as the surviving inonmbent of Soolh 
Leith was an adherent of prelacy, it seems to havo been lbs 
opinion of Mr Wisheart's adherents thai he was the party 
qualified for, and legally entitled to, the parish church of 3oulb> 
Leith, nnd thisappean also to have been the view taken of the 
subject by tho Presbytery of Edinburgh and the oivil authoritii*. 
The first atop taken by Mr Wisheart was the appointment of ft 
aeuion, aud for this the following reason is assigned—" Thero 
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iIq] vacancy of a session to take inspection of tho hail) 
inse the assistants of W. Wishearl were appointed 
10 mice inspection of the congregation at the raeeting- 
. and (he prelstiok eldership keepit up by Mr C. Kay, one 
i prelaiidc incumbents [the other being dead] was not con- 

10 ilit' present establishment. 1 * Each party having ap- 
»d a session, the struggle commenced in earnest, and as Mr 
ltd not been formally deposed, pending certain proceedings, 
irsy still held possession of the church. A minute of tho 
session tells the following tale — "11th August 1692. 
rday, the Uth inst., the Presbytery of Edinburgh, with the 
ttrates cf Edinburgh and Leilh, c&mo to Leith, and rc- 
1 the keys of the kirk doors from the minister and neigh- 
t to which it was answered, tbst if they had any warrant 
the Privy Council for that efFect, or any remit from them 
s Presbytery authorizing thorn to proceed, they wero ready 
e obedience, but none being produced, they thoughL tliem- 
i not obliged, the matter being still depending before tho 
BB| mid protested against aoy violent intrusion to be made 
cm and for cost, skaitb, and damage, and for re me id at 

Notwithstanding thereof, the magistrates, members cf the 
ytery, with a confused company of the people, entered tho 
b, by breaking opea the locks of the doors of the oharch, 
tutting oa new ones, and so caused guaid the church doors 
lalberts, rang the bells, and possessed Mr Wish-sen of the 
b j against which all irregular proceedings public pretests 
taken. 7 ' Shortly after we find that on a certain day, which 

Rordinarie fur weekly sermon and acsiioune," Mr 
came to the church with a guard of hsJbsrts, and, after 
icompanied by the magistrates or Leith, took^ forcible 
ision of the session-house, refusing admission to the "pro- 
lan,' 7 who were compelled to hold their meeting in the 
A fow months after this occurrence, via., in De- 
192, b meeting of Presbytery was held ia tho church of 
iih, to receive soy objection which might be offered 
is legal and formal introduction of Mr Wiflheart, at 
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which One of Mr Ray's session, (July nuthonaed, ap 
protested against the whole proceedings — "Upon w 
Livingstone, brewer at the Craigend. pate op, and, in p 
or' the- presbytery, did most TioIeutJy fall upon our comma. 
and buffeted hUu and nipped his cheeks, and bad uiauy b 
presaiona to him." Other parties ulio fell foul of the c 
sioner, who was ultimately imprisoned in the Tolbootb 
by one af the magistrates, for daring to do what the P 
had Invited. Mr Kay's session having been ousted 
Cantore also, the door being broken open and a new 
upon it, they seem to have retired from the struggle, 
further reference to it occur* in the records. 

It ia exceedingly probable that Mr Kay and his a; 
would form themselves into a congregation, although wc 
find any mention of their having dune so. It is quite 
that Mr Kay remained in Leith, as lie died at his house 
Yardheads, Nov. 1719, in the seventieth year of bis ag 
think it likely that Mr Kay's residence and chapel w 
together la the Yardheads, and we are the more iuc 
favoar this supposition from the circumstance that 
Robert Forbes, afterwards referred to, was minister of 
copal chapel in Leith very shortly after Mr Kay's del 
records a baptism as having been performed " in my o 
in ye Yardheads." 

The history of the Meeting-house, after Mr Wiahoar 
u Involved iu obscurity, and although wc haw dQjg 
quired, we have failed to gain any information regai 
subsequent occupants, or when it ceased to be used 
of worship. All thai we have been able to learn de6 
that it was used for religious purposes at least up to th 
John Wesley's visit to Scotland. The great founder 
thodism was announced to preach in it on the oocasu 
visit to Leith, but so great was the concourse of peopl 
could not contain a tithe of them, and accordingly 01 
window frames was taken out, and from it Wesley pre 
(he multitude assembled on the Meeting-Housc Groan. 




TALE* iM» TRADITIONS 07 tEITH. 



139 



adjuiniDg the " Kirk " is pointed oat as the manso, but it cow 
liktwiae forms part of tbc cooperage stores. 



There appear to have been a numbar of Chapels, in connection 
with tbo Episcopal Chorcb, at different limes in Leith, although 
U n very difficult to tell precisely where they were situated. 
The earliest, according to Dr RoberUun, was situated in Chapel 
Lane, and hu been taken down long agn, a (atilet, which was placed 
above tho doorway, is now built into tbe gablo of a house in the 
ficighbourbood of (he spot where tbe chapel stood, nearly oppo- 
itte Broad Wynd, ;the following is the inscription on the tablet :— 
■Thar, ar. welcom, heir. that. God. dois. love. and. fair. 1590." 
At the left band corner of tho stone aro the initials "T. F. — 
A. It." In 1783 it was converted into a dancing school, tbe first 
tint was opened in Leith, and was oecopied by a Mf Boswell. 
Another chapel was situated in Quulity Street, and u third in the 
Paunch Market, or Queen Street, now occupied as the Temper- 
ance Hall. Referring Ul tllt -" Period of tbe lust Rebellion, Mr 
Chalmers has the following note regarding this chapel. 
•* Throughout these troublesome days, a Utile Episcopal congrc- 
gaii'ju was kept together in Leith ; their place of worship being 
tae.rirrijrfoor of an old dull-looking house in Queen Street (dated 
1516), tbo lower floor of which was, in my recollection, a police 
office.' 1 That the congregation was not a very small one, at the 
periinl referred to, tve have the best means of judging, for, from 
the list of communicants now before us, we find that in 1 744 tho 
number was 172, and in the April oi tho year of tbe Rebellion 
the number was 171. Confusion is very apt to be occasioned 
when .speaking of tho Episcopal Chapels in Leith, from the cir- 
Ciinatance that sometimes there were two existing at the same 
period, one using (be Liturgy of the Church of England and 
the other adopting the Scottish Communion Office. To show 
ths difficulty of arriving at definite conclusions, regarding tho 
iitea of these chapels, we find in a register kept at Leith, by tbe 
Bcv, Robert (afterwards Bishop) Forbes, to which we shall 
afterwards more particularly refer, extending from 1733 to 1776, 
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following reference* to ebapclj. In 1753 ho mentions a 
ilism " in my own chapel ;" in 17C2, M in my little chapel-,'' 
in 1765, " in my Chapel of Ease j" in 1767, "to my priraM 
chapel," in 1 Ttr9, "in my pnblie chapel ;*' and in 1776, " in my 
Iurgi> ofaapel." To trace the sites of those variously nanx<l 
builJinpo is now an impossibility. 

Immediately after the bailie of Culloden, the Episcopal 
Chapels throughout Scotland were ordered to be shut up. Man* 
of them were pitted and destroyed by the military, and in some 
instances this work was performed by riotous mobs. On Son' 
day the 27th April 1745, divine service was performed in a f*» 
of thv chapels in Edinburgh, bat before tfaa following Sabbatfc 
.1 ordered To be shut np by the Sheriff. That of 
LiMth, in which thy Kvv. Messrs Forbes nod Law* officiated, 
shared the same fate, and the " non-jaring" ministers of tho 
a iiiniunion were compelled to perform the duties of their office 
;.ltli, liable to bum, imprisonment, and transportation. It 
was enacted that, from and after the 1st September 174'J, ever/ 
person exercising thy function of a pastor or minister in any 
Kpiscopal meeting in Scotland, without registering his leti 

s, mid tukiug all the oaths required by law, and praying 
[hi lii* IbbJmSJF King George and the royal family byname, 
ihillf fct iho first urTenco, si^fiir six months' wprieonmatt j and 
for tho second, or any subsequent offence, being thereof con- 
victed before ttie Justiciary or any of the Circuit Courts, shall 
be trmspurted to some of his Majesty* plantations in Ama 
fifes and, in case of his return to Great Britain, shall euffcr ■«- 
prismwent for life According to this act, fax or more persona 
were declared to constitute an "Episcopal Meeting House/' and 
tho proper authorities were required to shut up and suppress any 
auch Meeting Houses, and to inflict the legal penalties on those 
unqualified minister? *ho officiated. In order to stimulate the 
feal of informers, half of the penalties, where fines were intiicUd 
were given to such parties, and they woro liable to punishment! 
moreover, if they did not inform. Subsequent enactments were 
still more stringent against the Episcopal Clergy, to quote Mr 
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Uwson* — "The sacrament of baptism was often administered 
in woods and soqacstorcJ places, and the holy communion with 
lie utmost privacy ; confirmations were held with dosed duors 
ir, private houses and divine service often performed in the open 
ajrin the Northern count: es.oniid the mountains, or in tho recesses 
of the forests. The obapeU ncra all shut up and the doors made 
fi« with iron bars under the authority of ihe sheriffs. * • ■ 
pit re r. ip instances of individual clergyman performing public 
•urship n » loss than sixteen litOM in one day, yet iho mora tliey 
*«re persecuted the nun.- were Ibeir people attached to Ibeui." 
five of Lliu Scottish Episcopal ministers took iho prescribed 
• naindor "officiated from house to house ictjourjw- 
noro than the- family in which they were, till tho lirit day of 
r 1743.'' At this date a new enactment was passed, pro- 
Episcopal clergy from officiuiing fit any plaa except 
their own dwelling- hoc sea, and there to admit no more than four 
na besides their own families. This enactment included 
those who had complied with tlie wishes of government, 
be necessary oaths, go that they fared little better 
loir non-juriair, bruLhron. Tho act was not permitted to 
be a dead latter i many of the clergymen were incarcerated for 
breaches of its pro* iaious, one of them, in the afventieth year of 
h«agt>, wn«t imprisoned for six months in tbejailof Perth ; and 
another, tho Bar. Mr Connachor, was tried at tho Ciruuit Court 
held at Iuverary on the 10th of April 1755, charged with uiEci- 
aring as n minister '■ without having loiters of orders in term* < i 
law, and without having talc en the oaths ki government." He 
rid j!so accused of celebrating marriages io "a clandestine and 
disorderly way." Ii was proved thtro una no other minister hut 
: in n space of twenty miles and that, when both tho 
iiich ho lived and tliu adjoining ono were vacant, ho 
hat] performed the marriugc ceremony in tho must regular 
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runner, both as regarded the ceremonial and essential parts at 
thn contract. As the bnnn* could not be proclaimed in the re- 
gular way, ho caused the beadle to proclaim the parties at the 
church-iiix>r before witnesses. Moreover it was distinctly shown 
that lie had refused to celebrate a marriage in a clandestine war, 
■Itfcotigh ton guineas, no trilling snm to an ovteJ minister, bad 
been ofTcred as an inducement. Notwithstanding all this, the 
jury found him guilty, but recommended him to mercy- floras 
sentenced to -perpetual baniiftmnit, never to return under pai\ 

Wc hare gone a little more into detail on this subject thi 
intended, but wo were desirous of showing the virulence of 
persecuting spirit in such very recent times, and thn tnure 
ciaity as it baa attracted very little of the popular notice, all 
in some instances it bore a close resemblance to the saw 
which were dealt out to the unfortunate Covenanters. 

As we have stated, the chapel at Lt-ith wns shut np, 
Messrs Forbes and Law hating refused to take the oaths, 
were necessitated to confine their ministrations to their 
houses, and to the limited congregation of Four. Wlltb 
loiter of the law was strictly complied with, numerous ezpi 
were adopted to evade its stringent provisions. For exi 
the serrice was sometimes performed by the officiating clei 
raon in a large room on the ground floor, in which were 
clergyman, hia family, and four per/one. The window frai 
however, were removed, and as ciany as could look in or 
from the outside listened and responded. To many of 
pcoplo of Leith this clandestiue manner of performing pu! 
worship was a hardship and an inconvenience, and more ei 
cinlly to natives of England, of whom u cuaaiderabli; nui 
were then resident in the town. Accordingly we learn 
Arnot that M after the late rebellion, whoa tho persecution 
set on fool against them of the Episcopal communion in Si 
land who did not take all the oaths end formulas prescribed 
law, the Episcopal meeting-house at Leith was shut up by 
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Sheriff of tho County. Persons of this persuasion beiop lha 
ed of the forms of worship their principles tp pro rw ' 
e from the neighbouring conn try Mr John FhiiI, n: 
Layman, who opened this chapel on 23d Juno 1741 
colled St James 7 Chapel. Till of late [written in 1770), 
congregation only rented it, but within these few yeurs thuy 
ed it tor £200." From Biahop Forbes' Register it ie 
t that both he and his assistant, Mr Law, continued faith- 
to perform the duties of (heir office by atriilrh. The list of 
s is regular and unin term pted, and although no roll i ( 
nnicanta appears to have been kept from 1745 to 17G9, 
Iho ordinance was regularly adiuiuisuiuJ, as we learn from, 
following entry; — 

iprfl 11th Easter Day, 117 Communicant*, all Glory 

ig much about the same number ever flineo 1746. 

Mr Law was rendered incapable to perform through a 

paralytic and lethargic disorder, with which he bad been seized 

February 7tb, when performing Divine Service."* 

tho Appendix to Lawson's History of the Seotlhh Epia- 

Church, already quoted, there is the following notice of 

tpel in Leirh : — ••The congregation of St James' Kpia- 

1 liapel bos existed in Leith sinee the reign of Queen Anno, 

•nd a non-juring congregation of an earlier date merged into il 

«r 1S02. The chapel in Constitution Street was built 

the expense of about £160D t and belongt to the oon- 

lioo, who uro represented by twelve of their number as 

if 'ten fc^ei'A. The total sittings are 380." Tbe non-juring con* 



TWe ia a beantifal antique wine-glass, which formerly bc- 

' ,iw, now iii the possession of Mr Button, Baltic 

[■ ornamented with a portrait of Prinoo Charles, sur- 

:i wreath (of laurel, a boldly cut thutle and rosa and: 

foviccff. It waithe daily practice of the Keverend gentleman 

i e health of the " Younjr Chevalier "in a bumper of wine 

t Ma irlass. There is no doubt of its authenticity, as it has 

■: tfully preserved in Mr Button' s family, to which Mr Law 

Hi related 




HI 



TA.I.E5 AXP TRADITIONS OS LKITS. 



gregation referred to in this quotation is no doubt that 
which Bishop Forbes presided. 

Thmugh the kindness of the present incumbent or St Jl 
Cbnpol, the- Kct. J. A. White, we hare been favoured wil 
uso of a M.S. to lu mo ontiroly in tbo handwriting of Bi 
Forbes, who wea the Episcopal clergyman of Leilb. from 
time prior to 1735 down to 1776. Inside of tbo board, 
beginning, there is the following not.> — 

a In tbia Book aro conuin'd, A Register of Bap tun 
Confirmations and of ftfuxiagei, and a List ui Cominuniu 
the Several Seasons. Robert Forbes." As we have Bald 
all in the Bishop's holograph, and every page is authtr,ti< 
by his signature. It appears to have been moat carefi 
accurately kept, and u written in a beautifully clear uud 
hand. Tho first dote is 1735, and occurs in the Register 
Baptisms from whiob wo shall quota a few curious extracts :- 

1736. Oct. 9th.— A child is fcaptijod lor ■' one Wm. Stewart, 
came hero to receive baptism for his child, fox he waul 
not allow a Prosbyleriau Teacher to do it." 

1757. May *29th. " I baptise J a Son, whom (by reason of tatf 
Day) I named Ch&rtca Stewart." 
Tliis was the anniversary of the Restoration of Charles II., 
and the worthy Bishop was a staunch .Iicubite, and suffered in 
the cause as we shall occasion to show. 

In 173S we find a note of a baptism at tbo " Wind-Milu of 
Leilh";— 

1710. "8th June (1st Sandfly after Trinity) Mr John Skinner 
came to my room after Vespers, and, at bis own Daunt 
received Baptism from me, afier lie lind declared that he 
was not satisfied with the sprinkling of a Lay- man [(be 
words " a Presbyterian Teacher'' have been interlined here 
at u later period] he had'reeeived in his Jnfuucy, and h&d 
adduced several weighty reasons for this his Conduct.' 
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Th» individual hero referred to «u Iho well-known Tier. 
J.;hn Skinner, father of ono bishop, and grandfather nt iiiiniher, 
ia Oil* Scottish Episcopal Church. He was bora in 1721, and 
va* the son of i he .parish school ma? tor of Bine in Abe-rilec-n- 
ihir*, and would be about nineteen years of age at the time he 
I tlio communion of the Presbyterian Church. He was 
altoa popular song writer, some of his production* bring pari 
IQd pared cif our stuiniiiril literature in this department. Of 
il will be sufficient Lc mention " Tulloch<oruui," " The E n it- 
m (he Crooked Iluru," " John of Bidenyon," &0. Lc. 



■ 



17*1. .'any. 16th. A child is baptised at "Cannio-Milai" to 
"James Sheriff, Quech- maker." 

Bl ll >U period a considerable number of children nppoar to 
h»»e been baptised, the lathers of whom were nbsfnt ua soldiers. 

is not a page thai dues not cootaiu two Or thru.' DDtric* 
»imiWr to the fulluwiug : — 



"I baptised a diughtcr, named Elizabeth, to William 
Dickaou, n soldier in Pultney's Regiment, who not 1 
i),c plafle\ the mothpr look the vows upon herself, Ac. &v. 

immediately ufior date the 2Sth Au^uat the following 
entry occurs : — "A*S — Here a great inlerruption has hup. 
i by uiv lulsfurluuc of beiug taken prisoner at B| 
Nn.iuns (in compnny with the Rev. Meshn Thornus Driim- 
njuful and John Willox, Mr Stewart Curuiieuatl, and Mr 
Robert Clerk; and James Mackay and J«mes Canniohocl, 
*ertaiits), upon Saturday, the "ih of September 174 
D lined in itirliag Castle till February 4th, 1746, mid in 
>urgb Cosilo till May S9th of same year. V. 
«ereu in uuuiber, Uiken upon the seventh day of the week, 
the seventh day of the month, mid the seventh mouth of the 
year, reckoning from March [old style]/ 1 



Trie cause of this arrest aud imprisomeut was a strong euspi- 
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. on tho part of the authorities, that the whole oi tho 
weN Ml their way to join ihc army of Prince Charles.* 

1743. Under date 14th Fahrunry there is the following rarions 
ontry : — u Links of l.eith, alias Laugh-at-Leith, I baptised 
a daughter named Mary, to John Pew, Farmer, lib four 
and iweulieth child, before these witnesses, dc." Three 
years afterwards wo find the birth of a posthnraous child 
registered, molting in all twenty-fivo children of whom Mr 
Pow was the fither. The name "Laugh- at-Leith " again 
ocenrs in 1758. 

l"54. "Edinburgh, March 31st, 1 baptised a dsnghter, nrimej 
Forbei Alojcandora and Archibald*, la Archibald Macdonell 
Of Barisdole, then priiouer in the castle of Edinburgh, anil 
under sentence of Death, (he mother of the child (Daughter 
oi Maeleod of Drynagh) taking tho vows upon herself" 

Macdouell was found guilty of treason, having taken part in 

the Rebellion of '45. He was afterword} pardoned and relen.wl. 

He woo, howpver, kept a prisoner up t» 1760, ea we find from 

gistct thul a daughter was baptised to him, in the Castle 



* Tlte Bishop sflerwarda occupied himself in collect ihe from the 
lips ami pros of the survivors of the rebellion such u.irrulives and 
anecdotes as they could give from Iheir own knowledge regai 

urnordinary enterprise. This collect on, which ultimately 
filled tc n fortunes, closely written, wna bound in hlaeh, with bUck- 
cilgcd loaves, and titled, in allusion to the woe of Scotland lYr ntf 
exiled race of frnwi, " The Lion in Mourning." Inside the board 
ol oue of tlic Tidunieslwaaasniall slip of thick hlna -Ilk, of a texture 
resRtnbliinj (arcenet. beneath which wai written, " The above is a 
plec* of the Prince's Barter." Tliero was also a piece of the gown 
worn by the Prince vrl en dtlJEIlTlMJ a-t *' Beity Burke.** Acccm- 
paflyfOR i piece of tape was the following nole," The above is a 
piece of thut i'lrutrcai t!pran-sirifl>j which tho Prince wore about 
liim when iii the female drees. The above bit I received out of 

U'Doaald's cwn hand on Thursday, "Novembers, 1747, when 
■OB, ftvd hiid it about ine. Robert Forbes, A.M." 



linbnrgh, on tho !7lh Jul/ in lhat year, being Iho third 
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daughter born to him di 
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his imprisonment, 
Httg baptized on 17th February 1737. 

In 1769, The worthy Buhop being on a lour la tho North, 

BOta lhat after a baptism of " threo of riper years" at Inver- 

n«t, ho confirmed them along with '' yc bra*o Alexnnder 

ntosh of E5fiecb> wt ye marks of more than 20 wounds on 

■ !)." 

1719, After tlio register of tho baptism of & son to " James 
Clitape, Wiue-Cuuper " then* is the following aote— 
"N.B. — Mrs Cheupe had rested between eleven anil 
twelve years," 

f, u lih Feb, I baptised Mr Allan Camoron, from Locta- 
ber, a person of riper yearn, who, in his infancy, had bWD 
sprinkled by nn unauthorised Holder- forth." 

A *ery considerable number of entries refer to the baptism of 
persons of mature years, who expressed themselves " dissatisfied 
»Uh tho sprinkling; which they hid got in infancy," and koto 
consequently admitted iota tho Episcopal Communion. Tho 
tertftn Clergy aro generally described as Laymen, and 
irnes as Presbyterian Teachers or Preachers; this is the 
only instance where one of them is spoken of bo disparagingly. 

Passing over many iuviting entries, we shall conclude out 
•x tracts with the following— 

"May 25th. I boptizoi a female child, a foundling 
named Margaret Primerose, Mrs Janet and Margaret Itat- 
tra/s whim* the tows upon themselves, the Surname to bo 
B.1I. as tho child, about a year rid, had own laid d^wn ut 
the door of Mr W. Bell, Wino Merchant, on Thursday night, 
Way 18, when the said Miss Peggie Rattray discovered it 
from its cries about; 12 O'clock, and weut from iliu other 
aide of the street* and toek it up, though a dark night, and 
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Iairl in the same bed with herself and stiter. 
the merciful ; /or fAey ihall obtain mer«y." 

The latest dale which occurs in the Register is 1! 
1775, and the Bishop died in the following year. He was 
secreted as Bishop of Caithness and Orkney in 1762, but 
continued to reside at Lcith, tanking occasional journeys V 
North for the purpose of confirming and baptising. Or 
occasion he was absent for two months, during which peric 
" baptised 277, of whom only ono lately bora and not fprin 
irregularly.*' 

Throughout the Register wa find scattered notices of p 
and trades wbioh it may be interesting to bring together. 
have already noted u Laugh-at-Leitb," which occurs twice, 
the " Wind-Mi!n," we find also references to the " Fai 
Market," to parties residing " on the Bridge," and one bap 
occurs at " Bulls Factory, Foot of the Walk." Of tha trt 
we have already noted the *' Quech-rasker," we find al 
Glover, a Ham-maker, a Mule Staymaker, a Linen Printer 
Uonnington), several Sail Wearers, numerous Baxters, a Be 
of tho Letters, " one of tho Workers in Ginad," a Sawyer in 
Timber Bush, in 1742. showing that it was a depot fur tin 
up to that date ; we also find several individuals practising 
professing the trades conjunctly of sailor and rope-maker. 
veral of ih -J crafts here enumerated bare long ceased 
any representatives in Leith. 



: 



A ohapel dedicated to St Nicholas, tho patron saint 
men, was situated in North Lcith, and was dumuli&hed 
Monk to make way for tho erection of the Citadel. Inoonnee 
with the chapel were an hospital and burying-ground, i 
according to the historian of Loith, Monk, when about to occ 
the ground, gave intimation to the inhabitants that such 
thought proper " might remove the remains of their deoea 
frUndf and bury them in tbe new oeraetory ground 
the side of tho river ; a great many wcro accordingly renio 
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fmm SI Nicholas' Churchyard, and re-interred in what is now 
called North Lciih burying-ground, which was first devoted to 
thai purpose on this occasion." The citadel waserected in 1656, 
but. according to Dr Robertson, no such permission as is here 
stated could be givfit, for he expressly states that " sfter many 
applications, the council of Edinburgh granted! as a compensa- 
tion, in 1664, (be present burying ground, which was described 
M • garden extending to the bank." 1 There is a great dis- 
crepancy hero which we are quite enable to reconcile. The 
date of the foundation of St Nicholas Chapel can only bo guessed 
at ; thai it was euLsequent to that of St Ninian'a is pretty cer- 
tain from the fact, that one of the reasons assigned by Abbot 
Ballaotyne for the erection of his chapel in North Loith, was be- 
couse the inhabitants were without any accessible place of wor- 
sLip. St Nicholas was assumed as their patron by various sea- 
ports, shortly after his death in 326, and there is little doubt 
thot the building at Leith would bo orcctad about the period 
when the town became of some note as a sea-port. The monks 
calculaied largely on the superstition and liberality of the sea- 
men i and hence there was not a sea-port without its chapel or 
church dedicated to St Nicholas, who was oommonly represented 
with an anchor at bis Hide, mid a ship in the back ground. 
Mrs Jameson mentions a variation of this, "A seaport with 
ships in the distance, in front a number of sacks of oorn, men 
employed in measuring it out and carrying it away ; St 
Nicholas, in his episcopal robes, stands by as directing tbe 
whole." 

When speaking of the Citadel, wc mentioned that it proved 
rather an expensive affair to tbe city of Edinburgh, as they were 
first compelled to contribute £5000 towards its erection, and 
afterwards, wore forced to purchase the site, when it was ordered 
to bo demoliahed, for a farther sum of £0000. In addition to all 
thl*. the minister uf North Leith, on whose glebe the Citadel had 
made ■ slight eneroachment, presented a claim lo the magis- 
trates for restitution of tho ground, or suitable compensation. 
He was successful in obtaining the ground, tUtaiaga V\ \* wj 
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probable that he would have been belter pleased with a money 
I'ljutPileat. The following is the act of council in reference U> 
this matter ;— 

" Edinburgh, 5th Jan. 1606 —Which day the bailies, council, 
and deacon i of crafU being convened in council, upon the 
tion of Mr J&mos He-id, minister of North Leith, bearing that 
the globe of that church being taken away to the Citadel of 
Leith, ond craving that the council would be pleased tn mil 
the same, the council, cut of favour, although tboy find then- 
BelfM noways bound in law to do the same, have remitted to 
ihe water bailie of Leilb, und the baron bailie of the Ciiaongate, 
that they cause measure off so much land as will correspond to 
the former globe." 




Among; the educational institutions of ancient Leitli, the mom 
prominent was the old Grammar School. This building wai 
sitaated at the south west corner of the church-yard, fro n ti ng 
Kirkgate, and rery near the spot occupied by King .1 
Hospital. From the following' extract, which we copy from th* 
ffittorj if LmtH, it will be seen that tho situation of Luliu 
*' Doctor ," or Teacher, In this ancient seminary was considered 
to bo a prize worth struggling for. £o early as 1684, the 
honour or the emolument must have exceeded that of the metro- 
politan institution as, in this year, the master of the High School 
at Edinburgh was actually a candidate for a vao&nt situation in 
the Leitli School. 

" At what period the old Grammar School was erected, we? 
have not ascertained. It appears, however, to have been * 
building of considerable antiquity, as we find in the Records of 
South Leith Church, that the ITigh School of Leith was a Hot* 
ishing establishment as early as the middle of the seventeenth 
contury. In the year 1681, the Latin Teacher or Latin /' 
as he was then called, enjoyed a salary of 100 nierks yearly 
exclusive of perquisites • and the English Doctor 50 merits, he- 
bides voluntary gifta from the parents of the pupils. The 
(ion of Latin Teacher in the Grammar School of Leilh, was, 
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■ : (hi* early period, considered so dcsirublf-' on in 
«it, lljat we 6 od oao of the muter* of the High Salt- 

mrgli tunonpst the nuuU-i a!' competitors for that office, 
108-t, its appears from lue following extract tt*M the 
f.oirh Records: — "The session likewise thi* day (7th 
August 1681), la Lin; lo their consideration that Will G 
KOuvi i m upon liia trjall, iu order to Lis Mllkmieui 

church of Linton, and having a great dpsyre thai the 
fc'hin.I be planted with a qualified person lor the education of 
thuir children, and seeing likewise that there are several recom- 
mended, m Mr White, schuuliuasti-r in Douglass, who is recom- 
mended by my lord chancellor (Lord Perth), and Mr Willium 
Blair, present doctor of the grammar school of Edinburgh ; they 
»iee therefore appoint a dispute this day fourthitight, and 
oppoint lleui the third satyre of lbs first book of Horace, uud 
thev bare a grammatical analysis thereon." 



mother famous ielic of ancient Lcith was the Preceptory of 
St Anthony, sometimes erroneously descrihed as a conTent or 
monastery. It was founded by Logan of Kustalrig in 1435, and 
waa one of the many rich endowments which the military monks 
of the Temple held in Scotland. Attached to the prect 
was a church and burying ground, and, in its palmy days, it 
appears to have been a very magnificent establishment. Arnot 
dcocribe* il as having beeu situated "on the wost side of the 
alley still denotniaated St Anthony's Wynd;" Campbell, iu the 
Him try of Leila, nxM its position "at the south-west corner of 
□tbonys Wynd and near the KirUgate j" while on the map 
of Leitb, as it appeared iu 1560, it is represented as extending 
along all one side of Sc Anthony's Street lo the Kirkgate. down 
which it stretched to the entrance of Giles Street There is no 
doubt whatever thai part of the churchyard occupied the ground 
through which St Ambon; 's Street now passes, as large quaa- 
of human bonea were exhumed, when the street was 
opened for the purpose of laying gas pipes. Those relics of 
uiwuuhy won ia an extremely decayed a\aU» unA w\m\jVAv&Ns> 
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dual on lbs slighest pressor*, showing th»t they had long occcf- 
p:«d the spot where they were discovered. la the title-deeds of 
Mr Pirrie's properly, which we think vu part of the gai'-i- 
the preceptory, one of the boundaries is dwribpd as " ihfl 
churchyard of St Anthony's." From this we think that the 
position assigned to it on the map is not altogether correct, that 

ted the Kirkgnte we think very likely, but it was | 
at some distance back from it, probably u far back as S 1 
Anthony's Laoe which then, of coarse, would hare no existent*. 
The author of the History of Leitb, writing iu IS27, says, w.tti 
reference to oar subject, " no resttge of it now remains, exci; 
some old vaults, situated in Mr Giles th« brewer's prerr. 
how tbey could be anything else than oU raolu, if they formed 
any part of the original building, we shall nut pause to inquirr, 
but proceed to notice that I)r Robertson, in bis work, gives * 
view of a port of the building in MirrilecV Clow, Yar<IiK>ad«, 
which, without note or explanation, be simply designates " Re- 
mains of the Frecf plory of St. Anthony." The " remuins " re- 
ferred u», dc certainly Io«k as if they had been presorted and 
supported by a building of more modern erection against which, 
if we may be so speuk, they ore plastered, but it is a mere 
assumption, which there is nothing to justify, to assign them the 
honour of having formed part of tho Preceptory. 0*tr tha 
d.orway of the staircase, leading to the building to which the 
'• remains" are attached, appears the following date aud inscrip- 
tion, "16. I.M. LfcL 87." Some writers hare sugge'sted that 
the Hermitage of St Anthony, on the northern sido of Arthur'^ 
Seal, was a sort of look-out station of the Preceplorj, where a 
brother was constantly on tho watch for homeward-bound ships, 
which were- boarded, immediately on their arrival, by a lay- 
brother, who attributed the safe arrival of the vessel to St 
Anthony, and thus secured a gift for the order which he repre- 
sented. The dedication of both places to the same sninl, and the 
short interval of space between them, may have given rise to 
the idea, but there are no records to warrant the supposition. 
The likelihood is, that the erection of a hermitage on suoh a 
■pot, where it would bo a good sea-mark to vessels arriving at 
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lid naturally largest ilspJT I" some priestly spp< v 
pal, in ctu»e of dinger, seamen were ace ii.-> 
ncli sninta as they held in especial honour, 
name-associated erooti >fn mi if lit lie in sight at the time 

II :hf Precept^ry is preserved in Ibe Library of ihe 
if Advocates. It rffir.spnts St Anthony, in a hermit's 
iih a book in one hand, and •t.ff in the other, and at 
bow, with » bell about its neck. 0«er bis head there 
T, which, it seems, the brethren of the order wore, 
>(h, on their bhick gowni. Round the seal there is this 
tion, " S, (Sigiltum, or Seal) Commune Preeeptoriae 
Aathonii, prope Leicht." Tho uncouth connection of 
bony with the bow ii accounted fur in this way. The 
is supposed to represent unbounded gluttony, the pre*a- 
»f which tho worthy mint U represented to havo stayed or 
toe. As regards iho bell, Salon intial have been fairly 
mated wheu a emisecraual bell was actually hung around 
ek of hi» favourite ally— tha pig. 

locality where St Anthony's Preceptnry was situated is 
irly rich in trsditiuns. and we are tempted to quote one of 
vhich we think is not very generally known. When L.iili 
fortified Uiwn the principal block- hnnae was aiiimird new 
p of tha Kirkgale. It is sometimes described as (he 
fiouse of St Anthony'* and sometimes as St Anthony's 
;, but, according tu the plan of Leith, showing tho f>irflfiM« 
as they existed In 10.10, it was placed much nearer the 
i r.f Leith Walk than St Atuhnny's Preceptory. nfnhiuli 
part, and was probably termed a "steeplj" frun its 
height,* Jo a narrative of ihe siege of Leitli in 1600, 



: 



.indaay'a " Chroniolea" we find the "Kirk* confounded 
le blockhouse Speaking of tlie seiire, he sajs, " Upon the 
doekbifON of I.titli, Lulled 8t Antbouy's 
ira* battered down." 






I KngUah under Lord Grtv de Vfilton, qaoi*d by Wo 

it \\ titled that "they beganne to shunt ti 5t Anthony's - 

in L*iih. arum the which vtoeple the V ranchmen had mounted 

•rie, which* -orac to the carope.W within 

it efiir, the laid uteeple was broken and sboit down*." 

Thar it wu only partially dt-unRrjilerl by rh*- tir* of the iK-stfgprt 

'•in lb« hlOl tlmi. i:i thi the domolii-. 

1)1 • ) . ill. atiofta, wit fan nurd a mrtli after in con sequence 

■ treaty with Quern I. 
Uib> following tarae, " * • * ui »«! do«n end • ■ 
MNKl , i.jid towni I ui St An 

B I Og weslwurt I" >u Water * i' I, ••• ih, making >e blocl - 
tinO ciiftuiu equal wild Lhc yfUUftd," 

In MM of tin' i i . , sit d amid the TV 

the demolished itruoiure, a singular character, named'' 
Oliplmol, very shortly >k up his ubode. He wai * 

Granger to the toun, uimI bad been sometime in posaetai 
hlit Riiblvrruiit-'in retreat before he *iw observed by any ol Im 
neighbour!. Ho never inude his appearance during da] 
l»iii wim iiccnaiiiiaily sees by the passers-by lu emerge lr« i 
hiding pluv l.itn tl nighl or very early in tho morning. On 
on* or two occasions bia mm ad bocn watched, but all 

inn'.' of Mm wa* lost in tome 'l ih'- intricate olteys ah. 
Shore, towards which point h* invariably directed hit Mm 
I iin nii.iiipLH mnrle by thi> mote eurioac In g u ' n hn entmnou 
lot > the Tnult during hia absence «ere uneuceossful, iliad-tor «* 
I lo bo firmly secured insiiU, showing that Oliphant was no 
alone in his seclusion, while tha growling of u ferociou 

H'd the visitors that, although th«»y did effect an eotrane* 
rlo-y would have mwro than ooe antagonist to encounter. Motf 
while the neighbours were in a labyrinth ol wonder ngardin 
i 'liphanl'a mods or' living, and hi* object In secluding; himself i 
|ha l-iii'ly and dismal vuul', but Time, the great unriddler, di 
nothing to lessen tbc nyatery, Three or Tour mouths pease 
in tins way, and curiosity i^rudually gate place to fear an 
aversion ; those who encountered the solitary during his oca 
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iLiilikli iiii. arara -4 1 ail to piiu him as hastily m tht-y 
unil ilit- id' I ground thai he ■ 

I iliat the vaults «f the W >< k 
ne uf diabolical cargiea, This belli- f hoi 
.. during the stillness of midnight, roost unusual 
' proceeding from llie suspect. <l spot. IM r- . >>■■.■ 
13 agreed as to the nature of the anunds, some describing 
Bni as being like imilba busy at un anvil, srhtta "(Inn 
•oleror.Iy averre 1 thai ihp noise was "like a mtn tryfn' tfl 
on u pair of bagpip.-s tied up in a suck ;" tmriiti >mablc 

as precisely' to decide whether it was the player or the pipes thai 
m] thu Rack, but In either case (lie sou mis emitted must 
i \y have been rather peculiar. When once the i ii>a of a 
eiiperoatiirol eunncction was mooted regarding tlie occupant of 
the vault, there »vus no wnia of cunurnuitinrj to oven the erOdest 
Off. One man had seen, when going hum* frmd a fihl 
■ p.ir of fiery c'on glowing fraot'evjwtB ; M while nn<»:lirr 
declared that, early une inurning, at he was taming up from the 
vin Ian? men mY dark hint) cloaki nn, aud 
. feet, comic 1 d.inn frae the ruins o' tha block house, fur a' 
the world as if it won a funerul." Things cotil 1 not be pi r rait lid 
to reuinin long in ilii* way, implication was made t 1 the mlnlfta 
of Ihi* parish, and measure* wi-ro about to be Uk-n t.i bring the 
• iilidir under the cognisance of the ecclesiastical and civil 
Hltborities, which, doubtless, would have been curlier done, but 
for the unsettled state of matters previous to the death of Francis 
ii. • I France, when it was brought to an inn a in a manner 
wholly unexpected. Very early one morning the inhabitants of 
St Anthony's quarter were HwukeneJ by n tremeoduus crash, 
and a shaking of the earth as if it wis convulsed by an earth- 
quake ; windows were thrown up by terrified inhabitants, and 
many rushed into the streets without taking time to dress ihera- 
RaVM, believing that same awful calamity Hal impending. As 
daylight began to dawn their immediate feara were somewhat 
Appealed) ilthough their superstitious dread was increased, 
when they discovered that a largo munslou, Vi\v\c\\ a&WvwjVtoft) 
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block house, was nearly letelled with die ground. It hid beei 
greatly damaged during the siege, and was in consaquena 
atiaiidnnL'il, but it bad exhibited no symptoms sufficient t( 
account pit its sudden overthrow. When (he more advent' 
emboldened Iry daylight, were standing on the ruins, the;* wen 
fitxrtled by heuring groans proceed from the mass beneath them. 
Fear and (light were the immediate consequences, and it wai 
lur oo in tlit day before any of the neighbours would again ven- 
ture to tho 3 pot. When they did so they still heard gronr 
c ceding from the ruins, although much fainter than thoy were in 
the morning. As tliey seemed undoubtedly to proceed frrna 
human suffering, thojie who had been attracted to the spot com- 
menced to remove the fallen rubbish in the direction from which 
tho sounds proceeded. Comparatively little progress bad beei 
in iido by the evening, and doubtless the work woul 1 have 
discontinued, had not several of the anlboritie* appeared on thi 
seeuo, and encouraged those who wero engaged in the liborious 
and, at such a time, rather dangerous occupation of digging st 
near lo the vaults of the block-house. Shortly bofure midnight 
the eiiriinng of tho workmen were rewarded by their rinding tin 
bodj of a iiion, terribly bruised, but still Lrealluog, presset 
under a muss of the fJlen building. When brought into thi 
open air. and slightly rest, .red by stimulants, he indicated tha 
there werp other Bulfcrers under the ruinn beside himaeK Si-nrcl 
being being mud* in the direction he pointed out, the life-lot 
body of u leoalf was round, and at a short distance, under i 
prtrtinn of tho vault nl the blook-housp, a little child was found fai 
atdoop, iiiwliri'urbi-<l by the wrook which kiul been playing have 
around if. The individuals exhumed iu this extraordinary wa 
were Oliphnnt, his wife, and child. Hia wif**, as we have nlrend 
*oid, was dead when disC'ivered, and he himself did not long but 
vive the caUMfphe. Prerious to his death lit stated that, trMl 
residing ai Ajt, boh he and hia wife dreamed that thoy were t 
he thi' fiirniMHe p.tssewmrs of & largo amount of money, whie 
viis l-urrii ii'iir tho Bloukhou&e of St Anthony, This drcai 
was repealed, and, singularly enough, both husband and wif 
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sd again s similar dream on the saras night. Sj strongly did 

i;e possession of their imagination, that ll» y disposed of 

loiir furniture ul A3 r, removed 10 Lt-iih md lo»,k pOBMJfstbD, as 

already described, of the vaults of the Blockhouse, lining fully 

unpresscd with the belief that ho should find tho d remind of 

treasure, Oliphant was unwilling thut hia operations should ht 

scrutinised, and henoe ho never left Im retreat in procure neces- 

nr) sustenance for himself and family, savo at such Uiuos as hu 

-. u«t likely lo meet with interruption. A friend iu the 

Broad \V> nd, who was cognisunt of bis proceedings having 

Bade the necessary provision, there was neither uYlay nordiffi* 

cult/ in procuring what he required. Tho excavations made by 

Oliphunt sufUcieully accounted Tor the mystmuus no.ses which 

-oard proceeding from the vaults, nhlmuiili these had 

■uk- what indebted tor their d< soriptlou lu \h* nn., inatiuu 

of those who had overheard them. Being unaccustomed to tho 

work, and baring undermined too far, the cutuslr-'plie resulted 

;ht death 10 him and bis helpmate. 

11 to Leith did uul benefit tho unfortu- 

Dute treasure -seeker, it m-enn to buve wrought *cli l»r his de- 

ri his great grandson, Joha Oliphunt, wlio «us u 

: Leith in 1 668* 9 , died possessed ul uBu»en*t> wealth. 

, in default of heirs, reverted to his friend* in lite West. 

very many of the present generation the nume of tin- 

»n Lady" must he a* a household word. Bums cd ihein 

I saitly bo more familiur with her under thu do it,* nation of 

Ml Jenny," Lut, under oue or other of these lilies, she was 

iMtcd terror to til who, in their youth, hud occasion to 

through, or noar to, St Anthony's Loup, beliool-boys f«r- 

K-l thtir wonted royaleriug when they approuched (he drndfd 

v. nndeven pirsous of more mature years did not feel 

! altogether at case when similarly circumstanced, especially after 

■ jjs uf evening had cast their shadow over the scene. 

iWsibly the general terror was «omewhut enhanced by the uu* 

| defined sort of chnracter which the Green Laity possessed. By 
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[ftU *he waa sot down as u perfect mischief- loving spinti 
*»hil*titaen nar ruled [beir esperieict-s in a somewhat un>r9 

ral le llghl. WV could narrate a host of traditionary 
iboul this personage, but shell eon tent ourselvi* with one, which. 
9 tv\ itad to our informant by eomo of the piriies who wi-r* 

tic when part of ilie circumstances transpired. Oneevi 
mi lione.-t shoemaker, who had been indulging a little with a few 
lri< ndl from |l<e neighbouring kingdom of Fire, in passing bono 
In a the Kiikgute 10 hia residence in the Yordiiead?, bad occa- 

i» pass through St Anthony's Lane, when, near the gate of 
the tarvard, ho wai terrified at perceiving, a shert n»} I 
him, the apparition of a mort-cL-ih standing on end, unaiifi 
tt f'|. at utiily by an/ human igency. lie imtuially rteoiltd iruni 
sui'li an unnatural and extraordinary appearance, but wa 
lit lie pot-valiant, and, at he hiraedf expressed It, thinking it 
" «j ut-er if In- hud confessed lu be frightened by tna ells 
*e;,'' ho ^rened up his courage and proceeded towards it. 
Sudddilj ihe coda of it were wrupped about his head, and hv 
was in a stole of tol&l daiknew, while a stifling and cbnrocl- 
hunu nnelJ, nearly took away the little breath which the unex- 
pected nature i.ftho encounter had left in his body. Thia feel. 
ing, buwertr, only lasted for an instant or two ; the mort-cloth 
was suddenly cast from around him. aud, in place vt the gloomy 
pall, ho saw a '* beautiful white angel," who instantly ran (shed 
into thin air. The astonished rambler was both sobered and 
alarmed by this encounter, be rushed home in a state of India- 

;c alarm, and it was a considerable time before he could 
reouver coufideuce and cohorenco enough to enable him to relate 
the can re of bis unwanted agitation. 

\i .. ' i if ta« r mai bb of the "Green Lady !" Truth com- 
pi U us to stato that she was no disembodied spirit, doomed lo 
revisit, " the glimpses of the moor,'' either us a penance to ber- 
stir, or a puniihmeuL toothers. "Green Jenny" bnd her prototype 
in u lady who, on the death of her husband In insolvent circum- 
staneee, assumed his p luco os manager of a brewi-ty, ond, in the 
course of N lew yean, was not only enabled lo retrieve, wallers. 
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actually to nccurmilme an imlrpcndcncc. Popular opinion, 
I most credulous of all tribunala, asserted that aim *vus | 
ily to nr\'ompli*h ihU by the perpetration of frauds on tit* 
10150, in tlio manugomyn! of which abo was peculiarly dextrous. 
t is stated that nheliad u number nf fcon ( iliroii^lmul 

the premises, so that, when any illicit proceedings were being 
cimed on, *he had ample means >l guarding aguinai sm-prUe. 
Aflur dark, it is reported, that eho perambalalod Si Anthoaj'a 
Lttue, in which the brewery «us siloatcd, and bring hubiuil in * 
dark ^reen clunk, she was enabled 10 telegraph to her wurkirea 
when any suspicious characters were abroad, withonl being her. 
red. Many persuns were bo aloru.cd when they 
tamo suddenly opon this silent and mysterious personui;e, that 
Ihey did not stay to intJa 1 any c.\ iiuiiuiim, bat hurried liasiily 
iwny from such a <u*pn'Uii]s locality, whir h they wire curetul, 
rrtb, to avoid after dark. Occasionally, ciihn when 
ly disposed, or the better to carry uui bc-r presumed 
n . the " Green Lady " was wont to simile the passers by, 
-wing aside, for on instant, bor dark cloak, beneath winch 
raya "ore a white apron i and it was, nu doiibt, a txkk 
- sort which uflbrded grounds for the wortbj toper's v i>. ti 
of the di ort. cloth, and the white angel. The " Green Lady ' 
fiad Tipwurc"- of forty years ago, and since that time itn-re have 
□0 such visions, as we have mentioned, hecn in St Anthony s 
Line. In place of tricking the exeha*, the u Green Ludy " 
inpervision over ihuse in her employment, and 
turnal perambulations bad no otbor object in view tlmu 
flit? vu rid, liowovtr, i p at least the cenoorious portico of 
borer con attribute creditable proceedings to those ft ho 
*[e?dily amus* money, ifihpre bf, by possibility, any oilier way 
counting for the circumaUinco. It redounds vary greatly 
'■ (he credit of the lady thai, by her peiaevrmnce uod indusirv, 

»•* enabled to restore ihe shiiit-jrid I'> rtuuea of her b 
■ml we rhn.k it is well ihnt Ihe l.gend nnd the fuels should be 
ide by side, at *o ha\e now given them. 
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One of the most interesting old homos in Leith is IhnC which 
formerly belonged to Lord Balnu-ritio. It bat lately passed iato 
(be possession of the Roman Catholic Church, uud is purily 
occupied as a schoolroom by that church. Its entrance is by 
£.'■>. 10 Kirk gate, but th» building is so shut ia that little ul it 
can be seen except on a oloao inspection. A row of Bmull 
bouses, of comporatively mudcru erection, intervene betwttu it 
and Kirkgute; a building connected with the C*lhnlic Church 
mud a high wall prevents any <i it being eeoa from Coat field 
Lane * while, on die site of the ancient garden, between ihe 
bouse ard Constitution Street, ibe church of Marie Stella do* 
stands, with no pretensions to architectural beauty. There is i 
sculptured stono built into the eaat front of the boune, next to 
C'jutlield Lane, exhibiting s<>tue armorial l>chriugs, uiul the dale 
1031. The following hisioricwl account of the building, derived 
from exi»ting titles, we quote from Dr ilnbert-on'* " AutupiitiM 
of Loith;"— u Tuo bou=e was built by Juhn Stewart, E*rl of 
Currick, second 5un uf Hubert, Earl of Orkney, natural U 
James V., in 1631; the Kurl of Carrick sold the houai 
grounds ou the 13th Sept. 1G43, to John, Lord Bal merino. The 
properly wu the residence ut' itiu lJ.iiuii.-n no lutudy from 1643 
until the attainder uf the last lord, after which, in 17: 
estates were sold to the Kurl of Moray." After thin it ; 
through various houds, and was ultimately sold in 134B, as wo 
have iulimnled, to ihe Human Catholic body, for the purpose H 
being converted into school* in connection with I hat communion, 
and tho erection of a clinc*! ou ihe garden ground acquired with 
(be house. 

Previous to its purchase by the Roman Catholics, tl * i 
old mansion, with its spaeiouu lobbies uud lofty ceilings, was 
stub-divided uuiongst a multitude of tenants uf tho p 
oluss, sud part uf it was, for a lime, occupied as *» Scosiuual 
school 



• This name was originally Ceitjield, and referred to a piece of 
ground sot apart for the jfiuue uf Quuitu, 
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1650, Lord Baimorino'a mansion had the honour of being 

pact wf Charles II. durine; part of Lis ?<>jotirn in S, . | - 

land. Tb.9 rircumstiiuce is thus mentioned in Xicul.N I>.;.ry. 

As nn furnu*r occasions, w« ah MI RamewriRt randerm<e the nriho. 

jrraphy. ,( Upon \Undoy tbo 2i»th July 1650, the King's 

Majesty was plcuncd to come down from Stirling to the Link.-. 

f Leith, where he saluted the uirtuy, being all ranked thtlr in a 

ml posture, to the great joy of the Kin;* aud contentment 

of thu jh jjiil. Thereafter, upon Friday, the King came from 

Ibe Leu^uor, lying ut Leith, to tho town of Iidinburtjli, rydiut; 

with his nnbles am! life guard up through the Cannrgale to the 

CasU-11 of Edinburgh, where he wns saluted with a fjrent number 

of cannon nhott; therefrom ho cimo down on futc tbri 

Edinburgh, where he was feasted by the Iowa iu the Furliumej: 

House ; mi.l thereafter went down to Leith, to one Judging b-- 

ig to the Lord IJuIiuorinooli, uppoiutit lor his resait during 

by ding at Lcitli." 

la 3 [ Lord of the Buliuerlno family was Arthur, who was 

beheaded on Towerhill in 17-liJ, fur his share in the rebellion of 

■ ceding year, lie was the sixth lord, and held a coui- 

i in Lord Slianuou's regiment ul* fuot, in the reign uf 

l Anna. ro his dying declaration he thus expresses bim- 

telf re^ardin^ thit p'trt r>f l.i- earner: — " I must aoknowlodfffl 1 

did a very iaconst'dtmtt Thin^, fur which I am he irlily a. rry, in 

Keepling 'i'a Company of Foot from die PnxxfCHSB Annk, who 

1 Itnew had nn more Right to the Croicn than her predert-*- r 

>mccop UitAtfcG, whom I always looked upon as a vit« 

miniuml l/mrper.* 1 With such feelings it h not to be wondered 

1 10k purt in Mar's iustirifreliou of 1715. lie held a 

nil in. i he battle of Shenffmnir, sfwr which he escaped 

Jen I ml. tnd entered the French service, whtra ho was 

uider of a troop of borae. His father, anxious Lo b*f« 

home, obtained a free pardon for his past offences ; hut 

Him was entirely uiitwiged without the knowledge nr ■uHDOmaM 

«fPfllmeriiic, who was then residing ut Bcroo ia Switzerland. 
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Kocapt i qg the boon he first wrote to Rome to ofctrifl 
permission of the Pretender, and it shows tho csiiunik 
which be was held by the Chevalier de St Q« 

ly granted, accompanied by an order on the "Kii 
i'aris lor a sum sufficient to defray his cx\ 
which was duly honoured. This occurred in 1734, nnd wo 
no special notice of the gullant Jacobite until the ei 

he was one of the rarlipst In w landers thai 
■MnAardol l 3 rinco Chariot, In tho ''declaration,' which 
have already quoted, tho veteran IhuD explains bis line of 
duct. W* dare not say apologises for it, tkat he never 
11 As it was my bounder and indispensable fluty, I joined 
though I might hauo excused myself from tubing Art 
account of my Age ; but I never could have hud Pea 

, if I had stayed at Home when that Rravk Prince 
exposing himself to all Manner of Dangers and l-'atijjuos, 
N igfat und Day." ■ His last field was CuIIodtn. Ilaviog 
taken prisoner, he wan cuureyed to London and commit 
tho 'lower. He wns brought to trial in Westminister 
found guilty of high treason, and rccoived sentence of 
Jong with the Earls of Cromarty and Kilmarnock, DO the 
August 1746. Both before und after his trial he displayed 

.'- of a gallant soldier who had mot a reverse of fortune, 

und know how to boor it. Unliko his brother peers, ho mode 

i 1 Liuiliatiiig supplications fur mercy, lie muiuuiiued hia 

principles to the lust, and uttered his treason as quietly and nn- 



• A* we shall have occasion apain to quote from" The Tnie Copies 
nf the l>jhitf Declarations" of UicJucoUite>nfferer8; we uiay state 

' MJpJ Dafora uo bears to hare- been " Ue-printed at 
burgh" in 1*50, under the specious pretext of vindicating " HI? 
ty*l Justice against the Authors of them." But the absence 
oi tho i.onicr- 'inter or publisher shows that this was a 

mere ru«a to secure a wider circulation foe them. Indeed the 
motto on t)i' patl thff bavoad all doubt, it is tho w« 

known one of " Dulce.et decorum vtt.pro patria wmri.'' 
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ily n the Tower of London, as if he had been in the 
and Camp. When he- heard that the two l-larlt had to ado 
ation for mercy, he said, by way of sneer, that " us they 
i> great interest at Court, they might have squeezed his 
in with their own." It is said that George II., when nver- 
»ed with personal solicitations for mercy on behalf of 
inly mid Kilniirnock, exclaimed, with something 1,1a ■ 
of feeling, " Heaven help me, will do one suy a word on 
i <w " i +fiiuf, B iLtaven _hidp ma, will no one say a wortL on 
! of Lord Bulmerino? he, though a rebel, iaon honest ■ 
n 18th of August, Kilmarnock and Balmerino were led 

to execution, nnd a slight Incident illustrated their 

:lito eliarnotemties. When the prisoners were de- 

to tlic Sheriffl by the GoTcrnor of the Tower, the 

I of farm were ended, in the usual way, with " God tuve 

George!" While Kilniarnnek answered with a deep 
m ! " Ualuiprino replied, in a loud and firm tone, " God 
ting James 1 " On reaching the placo appointed for the 
lion, BaUnerino said to Ills companion, " I would my Lord 
! could pny this debt for ns both." l.'p to the final scene he 
dm arid dignified — ho displayed no fear of death, neither 
I tread the scaffold with an air of idle bravado. Ha ax- 
il all the preparations with great deliberation, felt with his 

the edge of the oie, rend the inscription on hin coffin, and, 
ud ihul all was quite correct, pulled out hia spectacles, aud 
lift dying declaration lo such as were within hearinp. It 

very boldly by staiinc, "I was brought up in Jrflff, Loyal, 
Bkvoixtiom Principles ; and I hope the world is earn 
tick to rac." Ho then briefly alluded to his past carocr, 
f which we have quoted, declared that while in o<nnniani), 
rer suffered disorders to be committed, vindiv 

Km an accusation which hnd boon brought against bim 
t that he had Usucd orders, previous to the battlo of 
l.-n, that ni» ijuurtpr ihould be given* mid concluded wilh a 
ted emphatic prByer on behult of the King, the Trince, the 
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bio heal to rife* t&wak. ami aVowm cow 

»■■." Go* wrum «y fr«n*% finsp« i»j 

1W ElK, Ufed law Jfatcir « ay jbaaV 

B— » das •byl *» ftiniiiiriwr, kwt tin 

jc ;a* a«*ia*ate«i m-K»i4»y jf i-a »wa. tb«c be *nck the Sr*l 

** death «T An*ac «x=4 W* 

•sua. BaM»»iiil»V 
is to* ToM^sai a* s* 
Wjfett H ,hM-( osJr 
■■■ " ■■a to bia *»«». a** «u tH*By u p mihl for. Tto 
fart Letter wr=ct* >TB*L=NTi*i •» to lb* CWemfier de & 
George, en behalf ei bis • if*. a*a\ we haov. frees ifc* Swart 
Papers, tbe* at letac ec* najisesl of £30 to east* to tbe widow 
from lie ■■■^n hesawry of - Ts* Pilaiiln."* On the confii 
esuoo of IS* fett&e lire tiafcwi was (raoled, by Gweranent. a 
pension of tody potaai* per vvsam. Sbo wa« the daxtgbter of * 
Centals CssIsMrs, of Leetb, sad died at Ketairig in Aagut 
1743- Ji'ging froot her coaduct is the Tower, moil frvra ber 
after beharioar, abe ana s meet partner for the heroic ch^iapiua 
of an unhappy and unfortunate cause, to which he was conaeieo- 
tiously and faithfully attacked. 

The Balmenou family were the patrons of South Leilb Tarbti, 
bal, on the attainder, the right of presentation to the first | 
cbargo was again assumed by the Crown. Various notices of 
tbu family occur in the record* of Souih Leith Parish, and, wiu 
two or three of theae, we shall conclude thia hasty sketch. 1 1 
der date 28th May 1G39, there ia tho following entry. *• The 
Sesaiouu and the remattnt neiboura of this ouro oosgreg 
bvmg convenit upon the business, to heur the eooimisiioucn 

• We bate- seen at leaat iU lerBlona of Balinerluo'e dying prayer, 
lUt which wo hare quoted Is from an unimpeachable authority. 
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•ppoyntit to go to Lord Balmerinoche, to entrcot his lordship to 
present a minister lo our Kirk, being lord patron Ibairof, thay 
reported thot he had promised to present Mr Jas Shorpe, 
■ r at Govon." In 1693, we find in the roll of eldership 
ibe oaroes of " John, Lord Bnlmerino," and "John, Master a| 
Balmerino." Ou Ibe 14lh Oft. 1701, litre is a minute to the 
following effect — " Appoints JisptT Johnstone of Warristonnr, 
and tho treasurer, to tpctilt to the Mutter of Balrncrino, to desire 
him to order the glass windows of his aide in the church to be 
mended." 

Prom a very early period thero appears to have existed on 
Mtablishment at Leilb, which, under the title of the M Mansion " 
i>r " Hospital" of St Anthony, was appropriated for the recep- 
tion of such poor persons aa were entitled to a plaeo therein, or 
were duly recommended. At one lime, it would seem, that 
reNiknce in the Hospital mast have included some advantages 
beyond mere board and lodging, as ws find, from an inventory 
of writs and securities belonging lo tho Kirk Session of South 
Lcith, that in 1444, Friar Michael Gray, master of the Hospital 

Anthony's, near Leitb, with consent of his brethren of the 
content, became bound in co D3i deration of " Wi Ilium Clunce of 
and Janet his wife, having freely pi ren to God and St 
Anion's, their tenement, with the pertinents, l>ing in ihe town 
"I" Lcith, to any maoses for Ihe souls of the donors, and to receive 
them into thoir Hospital." In 1513, a ocmmlGsion or batont 
*aa granted by Pope Leo, in the first year of his pontificate, to 
one Thomson, *■ conferring the privilege of ihe said house or 
bimpiial." Besides heritable property, conferred by charter, 
tying in Lcith, Reatalrig, Newhaven, Fisherrow, Haddington, 
Ac, the hospital was richly endowed with donations and morti- 
fication! from various individuals, so that it must have been an 

i ngly wealthy establishment. That this Hospital is iden- 
tical with (hot >ubsrqutiiily kuonu us King James 1 Hospital, is 
satisfactorily shown from the fact, that so late as 1793, this cretu 
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ttofl i< sprit en of in a minute of Session, as the " Hospital of 
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ording to Maitland's ITistory of Edinburg, " (he Vestry of 
Leiih harimr purchased the lands und properties of dive ra 
religious fonndntions in Leiih and New haven, and liberties 
ilur-.:", King James VI. granted and confirmed iho same by 
charter in 1614, for the use of the poor." These luuda i 
to have been purchased with the funds belonging to St Anthony's 
ibfcl, and the change of name does not seem to huva taken 
place on account of auy special tuuniticeneo on the part • 
King, as it was not made immediately un the grant of Uio 

-, tin* firat mention of it hy (his litis occurs In (hi 
1899. In this year, ia a disposition by James Dougull, it is 
bad as the "New Hospital of Leith, situate within the 
bounds of St Anthony's their, cnllii King Jamos the SixLli 
pitul." Some years prior to this date, the old building having 
become dilapidated, or its accommodation being unequal to iIk- 
demands made upou it, another building was erected on or near 
the same site in Kirlcg&te, and hence the title " A'eie Hospital/' 
which appears in the deed from which wo baro quoted. The 
building was one of very unpre (ending appearance, and the spot 
which it occupied was pretty nearly indicated by ftatotie, bearing 
tho arms of James VI., which formed part of the Hospital, and 
which was inserted in the wall of the church-yard a little above 
i he entrance lo Giles' Street. On the erection of tbe new tower 
to .South Loith Church this stone was removed, and bnilt into 
tho wall immediately under tho dial fronting tho Kirkgate. Xho 
place which it occupied is filled up by a plain slab, over which 
still appears " I. R. 6." The spirit which suggested tin: cun- 
ncotion of a kingly titlo with this institution, is precisely the 
same which, in our own day, prefixes the word " Royal " to our 
iniiriuanes uud exchanges, or baptises bridges or docks by the 
names of Victoria or Albert, royally having not the most remote 
connection with the one or tho other, Wo arc tho more dis- 
posed to dwell on this point, because James has acquired some 
credit oa tccaunt of his supposed liberality to this institution. 




TALES 1M) TKlUITIQNg OP LK1III 



16". 



; no; be said ofbioj, as lie himself said of his pre-1' 
vt David, that " he was u sore saint fur (ho crown,' for hll 
llbersilily Wtta always expended on tho most worthier 

idered lo his inordinate vanity, or otherwarda niinukr.d 

: admission into the Hospital was eonftwd 
■Chiefly, if doI exclusively, to tbepoor of the three Incorponu. 

The Maltnim, Trades, and Traffickers, or Merc-Lout 
Cttmpaay ot Leitlt ;" the inuugement being always vested In the 
n of South Leith. It does not clearly appear how the in- 
mates were supported, whether by a fixed allowance of provi- 

allowuwe in money ; but we are of opinion tbut nt 
one period, nt all evems, it was the practice to allow the inmates 

■ i\ & stated sain, troni which they purchased their 
uirii provisions. This is quito evident from an entry in the Ses- 
;i .m Books, August. 2, 1*95. A petition hating been presented 
. n residing in the Hospital, praying for an additinnti) 
weekly allowance, "the SeBsion, on account of the present high 
prioe of provisions, grant (he amne lor a limited time, as far as 
Ihe fuuils cl the Hospital and the Treasurer's knowledge of their 
situation may authorise." It was tbo the practice to allow 
small pensions entitled to the benefit of the Hospital, although 
not reside u'. therein, These pensions laritd in amount, and 
some of them were small enough in all conscience. For ex* 
ample, in 1693, "Janet Alexander was appointed to get six 
pouuds Soots yearly/' equal to lfts. sterling. In 1696, lt John 
Forrest three peunds Scots quarterly," or 5s. ster. ; and, iu 
1 rOfl, Widow Nonal ia allotted nine shillings Scots, urninepencu 
iterling weekly; which is mentioned as "being tho usual 
allowance." These instances, however, are not to bo taken as 
fillr example* of the payments mado to our pensioners of the 
Hospital ; wa have merely quoted them to show tho snmllness 
of the soma which, no doubt from pocnliar circumstances, were 
granted in some eases. We have no maana of asceruininc tho 
annual income of the Hospilul at llie period lo which the fore- 
going quotations refer, but, from the original possessions, from 
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those acquired at the Reformation, and from the nameroui 
benefactions which it was receiving, it mutt have amounted to 
a very considerable sum. Iq addition to what may be called 
the ordinary or fixed income of the Hospital, arising from 
herit&Me property, and the legacies which might, from their 
frequency, bo viewed very much in the name lighr, the Session 
were, by the Charter of Jaraoa VI., entitled to lovy on impost 
of i!4 Scots, or 6s 8d sterling on every tun of wine, " rendvd ox 
run in the town of Leith ," their predecessors, the military 
monies of the Temple, having had a right to exact " an English 
gallon of wino out of every tun imported.' 1 This impost was 
sometimes commuted by the Session into a fined payment, and 
&ometimes it was lot to contractors, who paid the Session a cer- 
tain sum, and reliovod I ho in from the trouhlo of collection. Thus, 
in 1G38, there is a minute in the register of the Kirlc Scsmuij, 
under date 1 9 Lb Nov., to this effect, "The Sessiouuehasonlaicil 
the wyne vintners in Ley the to pay their imposts of the wynne 
to ouro Bcssioune, or otherwise to be commit before the Kirfeis, 
aud than they sull pay their imposiB aa we ordain." Iu 1C77, 
we find that this wine tax had been let by the Session, for three 
years, at the rate of 700 mcrks per annum, b'rorn a report pro- 
pared in 1621, by "Alexander Koss, Writer," it appears that no 
money has been collected on accouul of this impost since J 715, 
and however desirable such an item of revenue might be to the 
present generation, we presume that it U now utterly pre- 
acribed. 

From a very early period there seems tn have been grow mis- 
management in tho affairs of this Institution, as may be judged 
from the following minute, of date 1047. — "For sae meikle as 
heretofore the hospital eompt has been writ on pieces of paper, 
and not in a compt-boolc, wherefore it was ordained this day, 
that there bo two books bought to insert and roRiatrutc the said 
CQtupts ihtrabV Keeping the accounts of such au institutim 
on scraps of paper may hare been very convenient, fur those in 
charge, but it was ccrlainly an uncommonly loon system of 
book-keeping. This mismanagement, it would appear. 










TSXKS XND TRAIH7I0NS Of LEITB. 

foiiuiiuUh' not confined to the early history of the hospital, bttl 
• a*, n characteristic of IhoN who tn ndlMtsd tts uh\ir* until a 
eompurntivc 1\ n cent period. Wo quote lh* followiajj from A* 
preamble «tf the lie pun, of which meatioa lias alrvady beeu 
made. "Without any wish to Inculpate the present member* 
of session, or to fpeuk unuhnritably uf lh»jir prsd* 
charge any of them *ith mi»moiin^ciuei)t or misapplication ttj 
the fuuil.s the uiiumitir* cannot liiil to remark thai, *m 
any jastiflsble expenditure, which oouM hare diminish*") the 
capital of the fundi, tbo hospital, which was once highly endowed 
and wealthy, has now become comparalm-Iy poor ; and that all 
the slienntions of tho hospital harp, with one exception, been 
made privately by tho session to members of their own body. 
And, even at this day, it is understood that a present member of 
session is nccomtnuduted with a loon of £1800 on a second or 
third bond, and that security, from the value »f the property, is 
more than doubtful." This is a strong statement, but so far as 
we are a«ure, it has not received an authoritative coutru»litti'»n. 
No false delicacy thntild come in the way to prevent an attempt 
being made, even at this latu hour, to compel those who bftVt 
robbed the poor of thi-ii- heritage to disgorge their ill-gotten 
gains. In the absence of precise information, we are not iu u 
u to inculpate any individual, but we know that there are 
parties now alive who could, with little trouble to themselves, 
give most valuable information ou this puiuL It ia moat B 
choly to reflect that those who ought to linve proved themselves 
the poor man's best friend", have, to one u gontlu phrase, by 
gross negligence, permitted that property lo be diverted from its 
legitimate object, uml recklessly squandered, which might have 
afforded solace and relief to very many of our poorer brethren. 
But for the culpable n*gh*cl of these individuals, honest poverty 
mi;; tit now claim wt a right that which it bus to solicit as a 
grudgingly, bestowed charity. 

Tho funds or the hospital are now merged 10 tho general in- 
some of the parish of South Ltith, Lul we believe that an allow- 
! aasce of i'4 per annum is miJe to ten or twelve indi.vidna.lft 
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-p.cirilly arising from this, at ono time, moat magnificent endi 



N^tpr did tyrant seek t<» lord it more over obsequious 
iliuti did Edinburgh, in the dri^s of its power, sork to •' 
> iil., and confine " poor Leitli. Nol i n ■■:» tlu^liadnw ofint 
d<-noe wat pi-rmiti^d to il ; it" il RWeWed but a j"i From thi> 
rod »ior had pn it, it was at 

made to feel that it lux) im will of its own. Che m gistratt 
lwo in number, were appointed by the City <if Edinl I 
mid, lest they should forget their serfdom, tta* y 

ii wlmli i.» hold ii court, M-iiiicr had they any pi 
confinement for ihose whom iliey might consider A 
ptioishmpnt. Miny Attempts had been raflde by the peoi 
Loith to obtain ptrmibsinu to orcct n T-dbnoth, which eIiihiM 

i inprise a court-house, but ilit influence nf Ediuburgl 
always safflcietit to defeat their applicaiinn. In the reign of 
Queen Mary a ifrenuoni tffort was made to accomplish thil 
long-deaired object, and il vm.s at length effected, but not without 

■ considerable outlay of money to counteract the uncompi 
ing hostility Of Edinburgh. Mnry, it would uproar, wniie 
Beroral letters to the Council of Kdinburgh on the subject, wl id 
were loyally * laid on the tabic,'' but at lenpth the following 
ana seemi to hare produced soma effei '. Somewhat diveil 
its antique orthography, it run* as follows : — 

11 TO TOE rnOTOST, BAILLIES AND COUSHALE OF EDINDfltca. 
"Forasmeikle as wo hare sent our rcqueiste sundry 
unto yon, to permit our inbabitants of our town pf Lciib, to big 
and edifie our hous of justice within the samyn, and bus received 
no answer from you, anl so il>e work is steyit endeettit in your 
default. Wherefore we obarge you that ye permit ouro said 
fuwn oFEeilb.ta biir ami edifie our oakl buna of justice, within 
our said town of Leilh, and make no stop or impediment i 
(■> do the samyn, lor it is our will that the samyn bo biggit, ond 
ih;il ye dsti&l iiuin further muleating of them in time coming, as 
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je will answer to us thereupon. Subscrivit with our hand at 
Holyrood House, the 6rst day of Marche, thin year of God 1563. 

MARIE R." 

Within two years of this date the Tolbooth appears to have 
been erected, and, that the permission was granted in con- 
sequence of the Queen's interference, mny be guessed from the 
fact that a tablet was placed in front of the building bearing the 
royal arms boldly sculptured, with date 1565, wih the initials 
"M. R." and the motto "In Defens." * This stone is now in 
the possession of Dr Robertson. The building then erected was 
a very fine specimen of i(s class, although dark and dismal 
enough when compared with modern prison erections. In the 
" Memorials of Edinburgh," Mr Wilson says, " Soon after the 
demolition of the Heart of Mid-Lothian, the doom of the ancient 
Tolbooth of Leith was pronounced, and plans procured for a new 
court-house and prison. Great exertions were then used by 
several zealous antiquaries, and particularly by Sir Walter 

* Speaking of this stone, the author of the History of Leith Bays, 
" By an unfortunate oversight on the part of those who contracted 
with tne builder cf the new jail, to whom the materials of the old 
edifice were made over, the stone on which the arms was cut was 
not excepted. Some attempts have been made to recover this 
stone, but without effect, the person into whose hands it has un- 
luckily fallen refusing to give It up." This stone was ultimately 
recovered by one of (he Magistrates in 1820, but he seems to have 
been mightily at a loss what to do with it. It was at first lodged 
in one of the slaughter houses behind the new Tolbc oth ; afterwards 
it was removed to a warehouse in Bernard Street, where it lay, 
ilong with another sculptured stone which had also graced the old 
Tolbooth, forgotten and uncared for, up to 18H, when it was most 
fortunately discovered, at the very moment that a jobbing mason 
was in the act of breaking it into fragments, to assist in the repair 
>f the partition wall of a cellar. As stated in the text, it is now in 
the safe keeping of Dr Uobertson, and has been rebuilt into the 
jriginal window of St Mary's Church, which was purchased by 
aim on the alteration of the church, and has been re- erected at 
lis residence in Albany Street, North Leith. 
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goott, urn! Charles Kirkpalrick Sharpe, Esq., to induce the 
ilratoi rt Ivlmbiirjjb, under whose authority the work pro- 
1. to preserve the picturesque uud Tenerablo facade, while 
!,.■ pel .1.1 i .rii-r of the buiMing could be demolished and rcboilt 
iii'cnnliii'j !-. bbe proposed plan. Tlie proposal wis treated with 
Uqq] [-n.nl tutfl of our eiVic reformers. A deputation who 
wuitcJ on My LnnVI'rovoat to urge their petition, were cavalierly 
dibiuiiced with (be unanswerable argument that the expeuae of 
new designs had nlresdy been incurred ; and so the singular old 
house of justioo of Queen Mary wqs replaced by the common- 
plaeo election that now occupies its site." This nondescript sort 
of building is now converted into shops and offices. The C 
hate found accommodation in tho Police Buildings and the 
primn of Edinburgh has always hud room enough for tho limited 
rrimiiial contributions of Leitn. 

Few prisoners of great note were incarcerated in the 
Tidiumth, it VU imiuliy tenanted by those who had ou 
justice by minor crimes, or wore supposed to have done so. 
<■»'!' bruti'd Muitluml of Lethington, having been taken pria 
hy Sir Will mm Driiry, on the lorrander of Edinburgh Castle 

. was h ft in ttiu huuds of Regent Morton, by whom he was 
QOMtgnN to the Tolbooth, where, shortly after, be coio. 
lulddu hy taking poison. Culderwood tbus cuoly u&rnti 
opcurrenco— '•William MstUne oi Let hy ton pnyioned himsflt, 
os was reported, und ended his days the 9th July iu Leith. H« 
lay ao long uuburicd that the vermin e came from his ue 
creeping out under the door where he died." Such an oecurr 
■tyi little for the snnitnry condition of the prison, and it is to 
hoped i lint tli c re were few other prisoners in the Tolboolk oa 
(Mi oootdooi 

Daring the persecutions undor the infamous Lnuderda 
Mr Gre'g, who had formerly been minister of Skirling-, was 
preheudi-d nnd lodged in the Tolbuoth, for ''holding a conven- 
ticle " in the house of his brother-in law, Thomas Stark, nt 
Mills, lie wiin ait«r ward i removed, in March 1675, lotbi 
(here t.t be de.uinej with other sufferers for OODocieme 
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until further orders." Wo would almost us aonn expect to 
tsd a qualicr in iho Horse Guards, as expect to Hod ono doinc 
4c ty on board a ship, The phraseology which prevails at sea 

so far removed from plain yen and nay, that we should fancy 

v/.ihM be both !i:crnily and figuratively " at sea '' in 

uch a position. Tho Records of iho Scottish Privy Council, 

owerer, establish (ho fuel that such a phenomenon existed at 

e time in Leiih. At tho meeting of Council, 4th April IC78, 
tor Allan, n qtiaucr in hie religious prireiplos, and a seaman 
by trade, was ordered to be transported to the Bass, fur "abus- 
ing and railing " upon Mr Thomas Wllkle, ono of the ministers 
Of North I#eith. Meetings of the qnnkera had heen held in 
.Allan's house at Lcitli ; and Mr Wilkio being informed of this, 
iccaoion in one of his serraona to condemn the principles of 
ibu Quakers. Tho old Adam was still strong in the qnak«r 
Hilar, and he wu« not disposed to tnko this broadside of tho 
enemy without returning a shot ; accordingly be addressed Mr 
Wilkie in these term?, about the close of divine worship one 
Sabbath i — "Friend, I wonld know by what authority thniidoest 
theso thing*, and," udds the report, *• wont on in several extra- 
facial expressions to upbraid and scoff at a high rate, until he 
*us interrupted by some of the people that were nearest him, 
and committed to prison by some of the constables." Allan did 
I.' t, however, remain long at tho Bass, an order having been 
! on the 31st May 167$, for his being brought thonce to the 
Tolbooth of Edinburgh, where, and also in the Tolbooth of 
Letth, be ley for some lime during that year, and then mu re- 
leased. Tho authorities, no doubt, wire of opinion that it waa 
lor and uul the qunkrr that hud V.ecn guilty of railing 
and scoffing " at n high rote," and denlt leniently with him in 
.uonee of tho singularity of tho cose. Friend Allan's con- 
versation on shipboard would doubtless bo after the orthodox 
pattern of fall creed, and would certainly be more aeeiuly than 
what is commonly heard in sueh quarts. For example, we 
can fancy the worthy rriend nddreiidng an obstreperous rae&s- 
atate after thisfasbioa ;— " Friend, hadst thou not belter depart 
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from me, lest perndveuture 1 damage thine pyei f" Orpe;bfl[* 

i. in some degree, inutaii* bis l>tiili»r i]iiiik>>r, wbo Bl 

pwicn^i'i* OB board o vessel which wm pursued by an oneon' 

thip. When the other pu beraaelves fordefengl 

be reft* a musket; but, when it ejme to c 

tors, he M'iaed the fir«t a : d (0 lio-ml, and deX 

fvrously chucked him overboard, sayu g, " Friend, thou bust » 
btiBUaea here.™ 
On the ltfth Angnat 1685, the Privy Council sat in the 01 
ta, oo which oooeuon 73 prin Don were examined, eheffgp 
with ibu bcinoufl crime uf having dared to exercise |h< 

ce, jiri defiance of the royal authority, 
tuok the oaths of allegiance and abjuration were dismissed 
those who refused to curuply wore banijhed tu 1< 13 

arte, nuJ diaobnrged ever to return to tho Uiit^duiu her 
after without the Slag's or the Coun ." Athl 

I ready in Lcith B ovey llio^o who dec-lined ll 

offered terms, to one of the Amcrie.ni oolonieth After a tf 
day* further Imprisonment! they "wore alt sett on board tl 
..1 wliifh tbt'y were tn ho transported, and lay in Ml 
Roads a fortnight until they aclt Mil" Tho sufferings of the: 
poor itretchei has often boon described, but no pen can gi ( 
anything like an indequate idea 1 if the misery which they el 
1 lured daring their voyage to the place of their d< 
They wore moat inadequately provided with sc* Btoi 
were huddled together in a maimer that no provide 
dealt* would venture bii bosriaJ ; and, en the slightest appea 
unco of foul weather, they were crammed under hutches, widiu 
proper food ur vi-nLiLitk'n, to die or live as chance might dltla 1 
Multitudes] did perish in this way, and no donbt the hot 
i (ftwUd skippers must have rejoiced in tho mortality whi 
increased their profits while it lessened their trouble audrespfl 
[Uy, 
PreviOttl to the year 17-45, the ordinary ploco for bil 
DoHitfexy roqubrod f< jr Leith. on extraordinary occasions, neat 
uid Tvlbooth, nu.l this In ttMlf affords conclusive evidence ll 
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• wis not greatly needed for criminal purposes. The old build- 
sg was demolished in 1819, and the new buildings were com- 
menced in the Bame year. In 1715, Old Macintosh left the Tol- 
•ooth without a tenant, and, in 1348, a more peaceful proceed* 
og left its modern representative in a like position. The Ola 
Tolbooth, or the guard- house which formed part of it, was used 
« the rendezvous for the train-bands, which were called out on 
he occasion of the rebellion of '15. Views of the old " houst 
if justice" are given in Robertson's "Antiquities of Leith ; 
mil Wilson's " Memorials of Edinburgh.'' 

In these early days no building of any consequence in Leith, 
acred or secular, appears to have been considered complete un- 
less it bore, in a conspicuous place, a Scriptural quotation, or a 
brief thanksgiving inscription. Two of those npon places of 
worship we have already quoted, that on the old manse of North 
Uiih- 

" Blessed, ar. tbey. yat. heir. ye. vord. of. God. and. keip it. 
Luk xi— 1600." 

And that on the old Episcopal chapel There is a third which, 
although it does not appear on a place e>f worship, is placed 
above the door of a little building in the Kirkgate, nsed con- 
jointly as a session-house and the carters' convening room. On 
aiquare stone, surmounted by a small carving of a man driving 
ahorse and cart, there is the following very professional inscrip- 
tion, conveying a somewhat novel bit of information : — 

"incorporation of carters' convening house, leith. 
Built 1720. Rebuilt 1802. 

Great God, whose potent arm drives the sun. 
The Carters bless while wheels of time shall run, 
Of old they drove thy Sacred Ark, O God ! 
Guide thou their hands and steps in every road ; 
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Prelect thi* hooip we fledtcftle tn tOBf, 
Increase and sanctify our charily ; 
Thy blessing, L9rd t be it* foundation stone, 
And we'll ucribe the praise 10 thee nlone." 

On private buildings thore is a c o n si dp ruble sameness, 
imltri] the precise W(»rda ore fouml fnqu ally repotted. F 
example the two following are common — 



" The. blissing. of. God. ia. grit riches." 
"Blessit. be. God. hi ul. hisgiitis." 






At the entrance of St G.Ies' Street, on a wall adjoining li ,(l 
Trinity IIousi 1 , there i; a etono which formed pari of ibe ol« 
building, on which is the following inscription — 

" lo. the. Neatnc. of. the Lord. ve. mn^tciis. tod. marcnefft 
by lis. this, house, to. je. pour. Auuu. Douiiui. 1535. 

i fiber inner! pugus are ua under— in Smeatona Close, brie' 

slid sententious— 

"Fear. the. Lord. 16HB.'' 



In St Andrew Street— 

" Tlie. Fair. of. the. Lord. ia. the. beginning, of. ol. viidf 

Scarcely now to be traced, is a Latin inscription our the door 
way of tin* New Ship. In consists of n quotation from r\&Iu 
12G, which, in onr translation, is to this effect — 

" He that kcepeih tlico wiU not slumber. Behold* he tto* 
keepotli Israel shall ueilher slumber nor sleep." The word /ji* s 
(domus), however, ha* beta rather profanely substituted in |«l» 1,, 
el I»n>cl by tbb*'son of the sloepW," who might have fall" 
some less objecliouuble wuy of iutiuiutinj; to lus custuiu* 
U at nil times wide awake. 
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The tablet of the Association of Porter*, although it has no 

iucriplioD, merit** a |m.**inu notice. It bear* date 1 1<7H, ami is 

placed over the arehtd eotrftnoe in Tol booth \Tynd, lifldtBg lo 

>uw Street, numbficd 10 in tba former aireet. In the 

: res are represented *a curry ii-.g a bii !•■!. 

rum a pole on their shoulders ; nmlcrneaili U I 

ft'pra&entatiun of n vessel of n very primitive construct i<>n. in 

lower port, of the right hud aide tic re is a aaftU building, 

mrenlly intended to represent a mill, chore which is n tery 

tfl sort of wheel, in which a man is jiiuced who U cm 

• H-ulvo, partly by the weight oi hii body, und partly by 

boring continually upward in th« treadmill .1 thus 

working a crone fur tioisiiup goods. This cIumj sort «f a. 

machine does not say much fur the mechanical Engtoaitj of Ibo 

mt ly our I of the seventeenth century- Hud the mini in tbo 

wheel missed n step, whin hoisting up any heavy artich\ fasj 

i hare been sent whirling round, ut a speed in nowiii 
log to his personal comfort. 

Built into the wall of a modern house in Coburg Street, there 
Is a stone which belonged to an older building situated nearly 
opposite the old church of North Leith Above the Carp. n 

ihoro is this iaieription, "God bless tho Carpenters of 
No. Leith, who built this house 1715,'' aud below there is nn 
attempt ut being ulussical, iu tho shape of a uiiaiiujiaiiuii from 
HoncA 

Besides the atone already mentioned as belonging to the old 
Trinity House, there is another which boa bt-eu replaced out 
the entrance to the Trinity Vaults. It hear* dale 1670, and. 
with a rude attempt ut heraldic sculpture, has tho following 
uucription — 



They that goe d<«wn to tho see in shippes, 

That doe buancsa in the great WfltCES) 

These see ilu. winks of thy Lurj, 

And his wonders in the deep.— Psatia 107. ver. 23, 24. 
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In the Viaepu Close there is a stone built in'.i [lie \v:iil, near 
the entrance from Giles* Mreet, displaying n s-r of toferaMj 
mil executed armorial bearings, with the ccmw •• Hendry 
Smith" at top, and '■ Agnee Gray" ftt bottom. A drawiti 
is tfiven in Dr Robertson's work, and it has also figured in 
Mr WUftO&*l " Bfanor ill- of F.iiinburgh." Henry Smith was 
proprietor of a vinegar wort, from which tho close derives it* 
ii aim-, and in all probability this tablet ornamented his dwelling- 
house. Curiously enough, in n recent caw bafnro tfai 
Session, this tablet established the right of tho present proj : 
to a well which, moro than tell" a century ago, formed a portivn 
"I the vinegar work. 

The lew Otbef ictdptored or lettered stones of which Leith cm 
botst, have already been noticed when speaking of tho buildings 
with which ilicy ore, or have been, connected. 



The historian of Leith claim* for a building, in the classic 
regions of " Sheep-bead U'ynd,'' tho honour of being the oldest 
■OHM in Leith ; oa thu authority of b nearly obliii'iutrd inscrip- 
lion, we think, with Mr Wilson, that a building, which t r 

In tha kiihgnte, hns more legitimate claims to this h >nm:r. 
It wus & narrow strip of u house, and is now numbered 129 
Kirkgule, being, iu 18-12, converted iulo a handsome 
Previous to it* demolition, it presented a very unique uppcor- 
;» this lending tboronghlaro. On the lintel of tho door 
was engraved in deoply cut characters, the words " Jh] 
MA !i'I A, 1 ' immediately above this a niche, id which tt 
had ovidontly been plneed, in all probability thot of the Virgin, 
but it would, of courae, cither bo removed or destroyed at the 
time of the Eteformatiofl. Above the niche there wus number 
small square aperture, in which i: was customary to piece a 
taper, after nightfall, in order that passers by, and more ospo- 
BtraDgerS] might be able to notice the shunt of ihe Virgin, 
anil pny it the homage thai was expected and required. 

Tho house in Sheep-head Wynd, although now a dismal 
enough dwelling, sub-divided into a number of apartments, dis- 
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plays evidence of having been at ono time a building of consi- 
derable pretensions. It bears date 1S7D, and is easily diatin. 
gnishod from fU more modern neighbours. Although in very 
Indiffer- -Hi n ; r. it it still fully tPiumleri. 

The houao is Raid to bare received its aoniewliat singular 
name of Gnu Stone from the circumstance of a (fan Inu'ltl, of 
lernble 8*20, having been fired into it from a ship of war, 
on the occasion of the Kr.gliah invasions. Connected with this 
incident there i? thr following tradition. For a number of years 
prunjus to iliia period the house was the property of a person 
named Bannernmn, who was held in little favour by his neigh- 
bour:!. Ho was ol a niorosa disposition, miserly in hie halite, 
■ ■■!» suspected if being u aort of spy in English pay. Ho 
bad flrtvea his wife and throe daughter? from under his roof, 
and refused to permit them to return, or to allow anything for 
their support. iiunuerman's ostensible profession was that uf a 
packman, nnd, na he made lengthened excursion:!, he was fre- 
quently absent tor months consecutively. Under thoso circum- 
stances he wns i&roly seen by his wife or family, nnd then had 
long ceased 10 bold any intercourse witfi, ur solicit any ussisiauct* 
from him. They knew his disposition too well to expect that 
he would relent, nnd they posses^yd both the wi!l nnd the 
to lubi'ur for themselves. FnmUy matters bad remained 
in this way for (en or twelve years, when dm evening Bonner* 
hub's wil'o whs surprised to receive n message, to tho effect time 
brr husband wished to see her and ber eldust daughter i 1.1 mo- 
After oonsuhing some of the neighbour?, .sin resolred 
: thu 1:1:111 who hud so regardless}? cast her oft' half hop- 
* D £» perhaps, that some reeoUeetioni of earlier nnd hsppi.-r 
times hod tended to softcu the obdurate heart of her hwl 
Ou entering the dimly lighted uporlunut ocoapicd byB 1 
nan, they did sot at first perceive that there was 1 
prudent, who was immediately introduced to them ofi the >>\d 
nun's brother. Bunnermnnwus in a very feeble state of litulih . 
he hud beta taken ill somewhtre ou the Borders, and lit. hit 
own urgent entreaty, although unequal to the fatigue ol suet «. 
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journey, be was removed to Leith, his brother having been sent 
for to accompany him. Mrs Bannerroan waited anxiously to 
learn the cause of her Doing sent for bo unexpectedly, but her 
husband was ia uo haste to break the embarrassing siltnce. 
At length, in a feeble voice, which still however retained ranch 
of its original harshness, he told her he thought hia death was 
near at hand, and that he wished to hare the satisfaction of 
telling her before be died that he would Ieare her a beggar! 
What little money ho had saved, he said, was placed beyond 
her reach, but as she could not disgust him with her presence 
after ho was dead, and, although be left her a beggar, she would 
at least bo sure of a roof to cover her. He concluded by saying 
that he had sent for her, vhila his brolher was present, that 
there might be neither mistake nor misunderstanding after his 
death. Until this event occurred, however, ihey were to main- 
laiu the same relation as heretofore. The poor wuman was sit 
overcome by the utter henrtlessness of this speech, ao diflbr*nt 
from what alio wished and hoped for, that bho did not trust 
herself to make any reply, but hurried homewards wlih her 
daughter. Bannerman was never again Bean out of his noun 
His brother remained with him for a few weeks, when ho left 
him in consequence of a quarrel. The old man lived entirely by 
himself, whatever assistance he needed was furnished by an old 
woman, who occupied part of the attics, tnd she was forbidden 
to disturb him unless when specially summoned. Although 
very frail, he was able to move abtmi his apartment, but be 
never expressed any desire tu go out of doors. Considerable 
surprise was accordingly manifested when ihe old woman 
that she had not seen him for three days, aud that no sound had 
been beurd proceeding from his apartment, tli* state of health 
precluded the supposition that he bad left the house, and the 
neighbours had no wish to provoke his anger, should his seclu- 
sion bo found to bo the result of Home of his misanthropical 
wbiroa. When another day bud passed ia the same way, tie 
authorities were informed of Lhe matter, and the door of 
room was foiced open, lie was found lying on too Hour, 
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bad evidently boon doaii far several days. Soarch was made for 
a will, or such property as he waa likely to keep near himself, 
bat It resulted only in the discovery of some unimportant papers, 
and a tritiing some of money ; and the conclusion was arrived 
at, that tho statement mado lo his wife was a gratuitous piece of 
malice, or, that whatever moveable property he possessed had 
been removed by his brother. 

Shortly after Bannermon's death the widow Torooved into 
the house which he hod occupied, oml although she and her 
family instituted a rigid search throughout the premises, i; was 
as unproductive as the one which had preceded it. A few years 
afterwards an English fleet, as already stated, appeared oil 
Leitb. and as the commanders of the expedition were instructed 
lo show no mercy to the unfortunate Scotch, they indulged in 
many wanton and barbarous acts of hostility. One of tho ships 
in passing up the Firth, to land some troops near Grant on, 
without having received any annoyance from the shore, fired 
into Loith the stone bullet already spoken of. By a singular 
chance the bullet, passing over some low houses which stood 
near the shore, went crushiug thruugh the roof of Bau Herman's 
house. Tho terrified inmates flod in dismay, and it was some- 
time before ihey ventured to return. Seeing that there was no 
repetition of the firing, they plucked up courage, and returned 
to ascertain the extent of the damage. There was a large hole 
in the roof, and a corresponding one in the floor, through which 
the missile had passed. While examining this, they discovered 
a great quantity of gold and silver coins mixed up with the 
fallen rubbish, and the door was immediately tecared, to pro- 
vent the neighbours being made aware of the windfall. After a 
very considerable sum had been gathered from tho floor, and 
safely placed out of harm's way, seurch was made for the hiding 
place where it had been concealed. This was now very easily 
ascertained ; the bullet in its passage through tho roof had dis- 
lodgad a stone near the ceiling of the apartment, behind which 
was deposited lite Miser's Hoabd. What wos the amount dis- 
covered was never publicly known, but it must have been very 
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i?rflbla, a« the widow Bannermnn was able to give lai k 

poili'ina wilfa all bcr daughters. Tho lucky bullet, or gunottmc 

■ as colled, was an ubject of especial regard to the BunniT- 

imily. For many year* it, formed an ornament at the lop 

of tho outer stair, and from it tho house obtained the name by 

which it was formerly known— Tub Gun-Stowe. 



i lur from the scene where the "Green Lady" figured, 
there lived iia individual sometimes callud tbo " Warlook of tho 
Lees Quarter,' 1 but more commonly the " Warlock Laird." The 
lucolity formerly denominated *' the Lees Quarter,'* we may 
remark in passing, included St Anthony's and part of Ynrd- 

:■, but we have been unable to trace tho derivation o 
name. The uawe Yardheads was originally bestowed on u few 
(t»'flttGred cottages, which were erected close tn tho npf>L'r 

lary wall of the gardens belonging to the Preeeptorv 
Anthony, and it was in ono of those that Anthony Gordon, the 
'* Warlock Lolrd," had bis residence. It was altogether rather 
a remarkable building, and entirely different from those by 
which it was surrounded ; it was culy ono storey in height, but 
attached to the back part of it, resting on the garden wall, rose 
a tall circular tower, abuul 0fly feet in height, while peaked 
;■. inflows and pepper-box looking little, turrets were stuck all 
orcr tho building, whororor they could find a support. Had tho 
building been preserved to tbo present day, it would have been 
invaluable as a model to those who, in their rage for noi 
strive to rendor their cottages and villas as ridiculously irregu- 
lar and useless- looking as the most perverted taste ooald desire. 
It was not very cleorly known by whom the building had becu 
erected, or for what purpose the tower had been intend ed. If 
waa quite certain that Gordon had nothing to do with its erec- 
tion, as it had been in existence for years before he was known 
in Luitb, but such is tho perversity of popular opinion that, after 
he became accredited ns a warlock, it was universally believed 
that ho bad orocted it For the convenience of his private concili- 
ations with tho devil. Why his Satanic Majesty preferred M 
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ilo business so mucli above thi- level of terra jima, it was no part 
of the popular rotation 10 bx plain, Gordon vrua not u native of 
Lcirh, and was well up in years when he became, a resident in 
the port ; nothing whatever was known of bis antecedents, but 
it was evident to bhgee with whom be came in contact that he 

B spent some part of bis life at sen. He was iu very poor cir- 
whan hfl came to Leitb, and gladly sect-pled tho 
m.Atioa of general drudgu in a cooper's yard at a very trilling 
Uy wage. 
He bad been little mnre than six months in thin situation, 
when hf> nuked, and easily obtuiued, leave of absence for a week. 
Of course, little notice was token of tho motions of such an 
hum bin individual nevertheless it coul.J not foil to be remarked 
by those with whom he came in daily contact that his eircum- 
aionccs improved rapidly alter his return. He appeared to be 
better fed, waa certainly better clothed, and the chink of aurj In, 
B beard iu his pockets, la the following year a like 
<>f absence whs craved and granted, after the expiry of 
which u still more marked change was visible. Gordon, though 
he iraa still a cuuper's labourer, became a laird, hating pur- 
chased a tumble down old house in the Rotten How at more 
than what competent judges considered its fair value. This was 
the first circumstance which tended to damage the charuutcr of 
Gordon ; it was thought that be must hate come lightly by his 
money when he parted with it go easily; ii»as thought that 
possibly he had been a pirate, and that he was now drawing forth 
the '-ODccalcd boards of multiplied crimes uud deceased accom- 
plices. If these rumours reached Gordon they affected him not, 
and the following year saw him applying respectfully Gar Ml 
leave of absence. It was granted as usual, but this time hit motions 
were uxUchml. Contrary to his wonted practice, Anthony remained 
at home for an entire day after he had been temporarily freed from 
tho drudgery of his employment. On the following day be tonic bis 
place among the ordinary passc-agora in the pinnace for Kirkcaldy, 
and was lauded ou the Bauds, utterly un&uspiciuus tbut his every 
movement was noted by the elderly matron who teemed to be 
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so terribly alarmed by the dangers of the short navi' -ation, 
Every footstep dogged, and, in one rii*gime or another, follutrtni ; 
wo shall only trace tho proceedings of ono party to indicate that 
of the other. 

Anthony, tho moment his font touched (he shore, rushed to 
the nearest temple of Bacchus, anil, in a style that would have 
alarmed hia better paid associates in the cooperage, ordered in 
a supply uf the raw material sufficient For a company of infantry, 
-rders were promptly attended to, and although he left the 
house while they wero in course of execution, no suspicion watt* 
■TO «-*» manifested by the landlord, pretty conclusive proof 
that Anthony was both known and trusted. After a short nb- 
seneo he returned, in company with fivo or six boatmen, who 
seemed to bare been prepared for the visit, as they wero par- 
tially dressed iu their Sunday Cnery. It is not our purpose to 
describe the feast nr the fuddling that followed, suffice it P 
that two o'clock next morning saw lix pair of tottering legs 
bearing oft" in anything but a creditable manner, six wc-ll-stuflvd 
bodies the owners of which nearly exh&usltd their few remain- 
ing energies in thanking their hospitnhie entertainer, Anthony 
Gordon, Tho following; day and the next Anthony occupied 
himself ia strolling about the town, loitering by the short, und 
chatting with the boatmen. It seemed strange that lie should 
waste his brief leave of absence in such an idle and profitless 
way, so at least thought the party- who bad charged himself with 
the task of watching his movements. 

Five days of the short seven were consumed in this way, when 
on tho morning cf the sixth, Anthrny was soon getting into one 
of the fishermen's boots, and preparing to proceed down tha 
Frith alone. There was a smart breeze blowing, and before 
Anthony's follower conk) arrange for the hire of a boat, he was 
fairly concealed behind Inohktiih. Aa tho party from Leith 
was on entire stranger lo the boatmen, none uf them would con- 
sent to trust him with a host, without stipulating that the owner 
should accompany him. This he was most nnwilhng to accede 
<c> as ho had seen that Anthony was a primo favourite with tha 
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boatmen, and of course he did not wish it lo be known that ho 
vat? watching bis motions. He could nol better himself, how- 
ever, and act was forced to submit to tho talcing of a companion, 
or make np his mind to return as wise a? he left. Trusting to 
chance for lndjn'i'g him in bia strait, the Li-illi detective got in- 
to ft boat and bargained with Its owner for atrip to the Isle of 
May. Alter passing InchUcith, Gordon's boat was descried a 
long way in advance, pretty closely hupping the Mid-Lothian 
*hure ; when. Hearing North Berwick, he wenl inside of trip 
rocky islet named the Lamb, nearly opposite when' the beautiful 
village of Pirlcton now stands. Its progress was nrrcstod here, 
ind when the Leitli man arrived opposite the rocks, he fancied 
that he saw two gignntio figures moving to ond fro. occasionally 
•■topping for a a short space, and appearing to bo busily engaged 
in digging. Tbo boatman refused, on any consideration, to op- 
proacb nearer to the rocks, and as the Granger had nu wish to 
1 la the May, he ww by his own desire landed at Frcstrin- 
pans. Whatever might bo the nature of his report, Gordon's 
D was looked for with some curiosity -, exact to his time ho 
made hi* accustomed appear mce. but the same day, to compli- 
cate matters wi:h the curious, he gave the usual week's notice 
of bnfl inteotion to leave his situation. 

Nothing appeared to excite attention during the following 
week, bur, immediately after its espiry, it was rumoured that 
ii had bought nearly the entire baildings on one side of 
Broad Wynd ! No ordinary amount of piratioil treasare wa? 
deemed sufficient for ouch a purchase as this, nnd it was accord- 
ingly concluded ihat there was no other way in which Gordon 
could have got the money than by selling himsnlt to the devil. 
Satan must have been singularly extravagant in thoso Jays, or 
times must have strangrly changed, for the arch- deceiver is now 
QODXted by his victims far more assiduously than ever legend 
shadowed forth hu earnest attempts at slave-holding. 

Gordon, no longer the cooler's drudge, bat Laird Gordon, 
bore bis new honours very meek!)' ; he visited fill bis tenants, 
and expressed no surprise or annoyance when the majority of 



181 



TALES A.Vl> TBADITIOM8 OF LK1TH. 



I t.nnouneed • i. >>u of jyiringup tfooir houbot, i 

•>! Llit in hft'tl, "bfeCaBSfl '-'I'V disliked bdCOmiBg ienuiltS 

Hoou accaoimodAiiun wus more limited in Leilh 
than it i* now, mid l j union was satisfied that few of Ins loi 

leave, no matter bow anxious ilioy miglic be to do bo. 
Ii- j t.l^nl rightly ; lirsi one, Mid then another, wu- 

lUfiOfl tt r.nnoin, but in evury cusa it wii* pu 

. .]. Nono o! . i used couM bo a^ain let lfl 

parlies who hud .; ; removal. When lb* anstoal 

tenants culled upon hiui, he was always >ENP^i *' : ' 1 

ooo Id oat be disturbed, or had jiut gone out for a walk. A 

if removal drew nigh, a wow made 

lo sue Gordon, and when t!ii» tu I 

ditiiUi, hft was Mftr Men nl inn ; n Loll, dark o mplexioned man, 
was always present, who sir > ■-■» directly appealed l0| 

but who, nevertheless, appeared to posaeas great control 

Gordon's momueaii. On one occasion, when oil the tenant* 
had been summoned at a certain hour to have their vol 
applications finally settled, Gordon entered the np»rltnont eKMsBj 
and ordered audi na were in curoest in their applications lo a (a mi 
on their headi and abriko their feet against t h<» wall. As might 
be expected, not one of ihe applicants complied with this strange 
request. Immediately after, Gordon's grira companion entered 
Uie room, aud iiteiantly every inuu in it found himself, maui/re 
bis best intentions, lucking his heels in the air. All who wished 
to retain their bouso? were allowed lo rviuain, but they wore 
terribly annoyed by the pruuka of Gordon and his constant 
companion. Whenever 1 with their rents, the ue for- 

tunate tenants were certain to bo subjected to some fresh ountrip, 
until tit length they were fairly frightened from approaching the 
residence of the laird under any cireumstunoes. Bui tbia availed 
them nothing, as Gordon and hi* constant companion wer 
certain to puy viuitato the tenants at all uunmr of unseusonablo 
hours. On some of these oceattone several of the neighbours 
were brought together Into OfM honeti and iIk'u, by some potent 
spell, compelled to dance until th«-y fell down through shear 
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xhauution, Gordon and his fii miliar encouraging their violent 
xertions by the most unearthly screams aDd shoals. A few of 
be tenants who ventured to leave their houses, were so perse- 
oted and tormented in their new dwellings, that ttv/y were glad 
3 return to the Broad Wynd, as the best way of mitigating the 
viis which tbey found themselves compelled to endure. At 
mgth they enjoyed a respite. For several months they w»-re 
ntiruly nnvisited by their dreaded landlord and his fiendish 
riend. Fully expecting an uuusually serious visitation to moke 
p for this respite, their fears appeared to be well grounded, as 
bey were individually summoned to bring their rents to Gordon's 
ouae on tho next term-day, which was close at hand. With 
eavy hearts, the poor tenants wended their way to the Yard- 
.eads at the appointed time. The door of Gordon's house was 
paced by a strange man, and they had not been long seated in 
he room into which they were ushered until they were alarmed 
■y hearing piercing shrieks of agony, mingled with prayers for 
aercy, proceeding from the apartment overhead. Terrified 
•eyond measure, they were preparing to leave the house, when 
he door of the room was dashed violently open, and Gordon 
ushed into the midst of thrm, closely pursued by his diabolic 
oadjutor. Gordon earnestly besought the protection of those 
■resent, but they were so paralyzed with ularm as to be iuca- 
>able of uttering a word. The Warlock Laird was immediately 
cized by his pursuer, and dragged forcibly (row the apartment. 
?or a few moments there was a clashing of doors and a clanking 
if chains, and there was a terrible explosion, which shook the 
louse as if it had been rocked by a tremendous earthquake. 
Yhen the alarmed onlookers recovered some degree of conscious- 
teas, tbey made what haste they could to escape from so danger. 
>us a locality, fearful that they would be intercepted by some of 
.he inmates, or buried beneath the ruins of the house. 

On reaching the doorway, they discovered that the tower, 
xmnected with the bouse, had been hurled to "the earth, while a 
■trong sulphureous smell pervaded the surrounding atmosphere, 
feme averred that the ground in front of the house was open 
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rather commonplace termination to the carter of the Wurloek's 
HOTi and some of the more imaginative embellished the 
narratively roinure rfotaiU regarding (he manner in wln'oh tho 
body was torn arid disfigured, as if by the lalooa of on eagle or 
other bird of prey, but ordinary observers saw nothing beyond 
the mangled corpse of a miserable suicide. 

The Coal-hill of the preseit day differs little from kiudred 
localities in Loitb, jet It bad, in funm-r limes, cunaiderablo 
thsiOLTotie | Mel The houses were of a superior chute 

to those in thoir iannciiintc vicinity, and, as the thorough- 
f-re leading to t/ic btune bridge, the Cool-hill wus one of tho 
Ui'jsi important busLHnij places of ancient Lciih. According to 
ncurrent testimony of thosp writers who hare made tho 
anliijuiLu;-. of Loilh the subject of in vesication, that substantial 
ami rather oruauwulul-lookiiig building, situated oexi lo the 
tuinous iipen apnea on the Coal bill, was the Council- Clmmbt-r 
jents of Stmtlaml when holding their emirt at 
By the kind permission of our townsman, Dr Roberteon, 
•host enlightened zeal and keen research have presented to ua 
1 oar.y loeul antitjml.h?*, we ar« poimiited to lake from hisev 
I •crk on tho " Scalp! ared Stones of Leitb," the fvllo»iqg ad- 
nirablt •ktleh uf' ibis intercatiog building.* 
Mr Wilson, in his "Memorials uf Edinburgh," leans to 
■pinion tit nt it wa* nreeted bj tho Kegent Mary, while Dr 
Roberta en expresses a very deoided opinion in favour of it* huv- 
,i the boeae of the woe-regal glories of t!.< Regent! 1*8" 
n^x and Mar. There is uuihing in i's preseut external appear- 
eaco to throw I >iii<: on those pretensions, and formerly it 
.iterua! evidence, iu tho richness of its decora, 
iving been occupied by a person of higher rank than 
led i take up their residence at tho 
oru Qn niiitiy occasion*, during tho troabloui tinea of E 
*od's early history, nuuibcra of the nobility and gontry sought 

* See next pagor 
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ihelter within the walls of Leilb, but they invariably withdrew 
ton it whin the storm had blnwn over. A populminn of trad- 
u.: burghers wore nuwt unmeet ossoriates for Scotland'* proud 
fcoegh poor Dobility. 

land stated that" Mtiry of Lorraine having chosen Ltiti 
fi.r h.T residence, vrectcd n bnuae to dwell in ui the a m 

ynd in the Rutton-row [Wot«r Lane], but the 

«iuc bc-iu£ taken down and rebuilt, the Scottish arms which 

the front [hereof, ore erected in the wall of u bouM 

\te thereto on the southern side,* and the said Mary, for 

he convenience of holding council*, erected . and 

■ ice for her Privy Council to meet in." The ' 
i the i I *on conctadas, was tho " handsome ond 

ifiee ' t-reetod by the Queen Regent for tl 
i icil. Wo hove examined iho Interior ol' this build- 
i and ure quilt satisfied [hut, next to Lord Bolmerino'i hotttq, 
is one of our n l the olden time, hat, not 

W»g been f« iru. u< d to lee i: "hen it possessed tho many in- 
nial d< . -^p»:keu of by somv uf the writers, wo cannot 

leal with the subject so enthusiastically on some cf our prtde- 
Itsiors. Under these eireumsinnees, we think we bhull confer 
ir render* when we place in justo-pt.+iiiun the 
ments of (he three latest writers who luive 
iur subject. And first of Mr Wilson — his teaiinmny 
- : — " It is a lorge and slutidy fabric, uud presents 
uroerou:* evidenced of f rmer umgnirictiico in its int.rnul Ueco- 
iIition& is uonfiruitd by further evidence ; as a 
mean-looking little court ^behind, though abandoned 
tibally for considerably more than u century to the nmiputiun 
nd uiuaL squalid ui' the jmpululiuu, still retains 



Icon ii'.nvnts tho disappeamneeof thisfiealptnred stone, 

t a; it hud been built into the DM Tnlhuoih, 

wards well cared for by our local antiquary Dr 

a well-executed litbutfraph of it In Ml w Vfk 

i lit, mid represents Lt:e arms el the bouse uf Guise 

rtcreu with those of ocol 
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the imposing title of the Parliament Square. The whole of the 
builJiiigo that enclose this dignified area abound with dclapidated 
relics of cosily internal ndjriimrin ; suue large and very fine 
specimens of oak carving were removed from W, a few yean 
since, and even a beautifully csrved old oaken chair rpmtiini-d 
'ill recently, on heirloom bequeathed by its patrician occupants 
'otliu humble tenants of their di-gruded dwellings." Thus f«r 
for Mr Wilwn— hear I)r Robertson on I be sume test The data 
ll 1(70. " Head-quartern were established in Leith, and Lennox 
fixed the Council (JiiamL* i in the cKI tenement atill existing on 
Ihe *' Coal Hill," which Is speedily becoming a prey to time, or 
•ono innovators ; it is decorated with n rmo,' the emblem of 
bis connection with Henry VIII. of England, and the thistle- t r 
Scotland." Again, n> page "»0, iu a nuto the Doctor says, " This 
bjildlng— the Council Chamber of Lennox, Mar, and Morton- 
it situated on 'Coal Hill.' and ii even now not so inferior h 
external decoration as to rauke it in any way contemptible to the 
antiquarian observer. la Its 'bright and palmy days,' it mast 
haw bi'i'ii Ki'inv- thing far above *■• general class of building* 
I havo compared it moro especially with Lady Stair's oelebratrtl 
bouae, uud others in the Iliith Street of Edinburgh, and huve 
little hesitation in giving it the preference. It is not now to bo 
seen in the samo condition in which it vvaa in 1835, when EH 
[flt&riofj although divided and subdivided, >tiil gave in Heal 
ft i mar craudeur, sufficiently artistic to induce admiration." In 
r previous note the Dot-tor Buys, ''This tenement, to wln.-Q 
Nfbrvttoa will a'torwardi bo made, is wirtny thu attention of 
the curious. It is to be hoped that its preservation will tw 
looked to " Our la«t quotation shall be from Mr Cam, 
" Hisury of Leiil," und we purposely f lace " lha fir&l lout," as 
<ffl inclino to the opinion that the writer must have been tliiok* 
ing of uue buildtoji while he described another. We shall give 



• This rose and thistle we almost fear are apocryphal, on a whi- 
tlow tn the eastern cattle u large. 11 f.nr deli m and two roses si>peitr, 
can the former have been mistaken tor a thistle? 
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itfesLTtpiion in tjlenso: — '* Ou tho uorib aidt? of Si Amln Vi 

mid nearly opposite tli-* fool of ihi tfyad, 

*r« it & ihurt lano which luadd into a small tod filthy CotlM 

gnificd with the irapoiin^ name of ibc P*rlit*JMl S M , 

twmblr. however, as the place imw is, It is iu the UnmwUtiM 

sinlt/t and is indeed parity formed by a rery old honeo, which 

ill exhibit* many traces of I pie odours nothing short of n>g»l. 

. it these are book olJ oaken chairs, on which ur«- mrted, 

ough bm clumsily, crowns, sceptres, and oilier ruyal iii-iyi.hi. 

bo whole building, iu short, both from iu very Burn-rior *•%• 

rual apji^aruoce, and the elegance of Us inUTior d 

altogether remarkable, Every apartment is inn Fulh . and, 

viirdin;; to i.lie tattle of the times, elaborately adorned wi !i 

•uameiitul workmanship of various kinds on the cciltng, wid!-, 

, und above the fire-places. Inoiio (harnber, the Ci-iling, 

U of a pi'iitu^oual form, und composed of wood, is oOVeTtjt 

ith tii<* representation of bird-, beasts, fishes, fee. These, boi - 
*pt, are now so much obscured by smoke and din, as to be 
*vcd with difficulty. As this house, therefore* haaunquesliwi- 
bly been either the residence of sains ureal perjorisgfl, M appro 
& i a some important purposi . and l« it forms, as we huve 
said, a pirt of »hat is callvd the Purliumcnt Sqaert-i "- 
leditpu.v.-d lO lliuiU Wu;i( that angtlSt name bus not Leeu be- 

tm ii either i:i derision ur undeservedly ; and treooiu - 1 ' r 

l by no means improbable, that if it WM DO* actually the rodi- 

; in' Regent Lcnuox, who, it wdl be rememberet, 

h lor n considerable lime during hi? regency, ul least iliul 

been the jtlMfl wharehUcotmull mei ; and from Afa 

re it h n >t unlikely llio aiuall Court adjoining bus 

•taiutd (he name which it now bean. Tho house of which ft 

ten sneaking stands nearly in ibe centre of that range of 

gi on ibo cool-quay, oxtending (rum tbt Foot <»f tlitf T«l- 

Wynd to the foot of St Andrew Struol.f It a ay be 

lis street i* better known to the old natire> of Leith by the 
laninur the Hub Raw, 

- part of the town was ancleutl* called St Leonards, 
No. XIII. 
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readily distinguished from the nausea with which it is now omo* 

I , by the superior elegance of ita front. Not the least re* 

luurkabJe part of thU Biruuiure is the unusually broad and com* 

Itr of Itajn bj which its different flats are entered 

• lie street, and which, di (Faring in this respect so much from 

•Iber old houses, sufficiently establishes the Fact of itt 

hnvii n ■ in«iimioTi of no ordinary character." 

This building does not now possess any of tho internal "reg-d 

douri " which Mr Campbell thus describes wilh so 'ruucli 

uusiu, while tho boobl and sanitary condition of its present ten* 

nut* too sadly comports with its deported glory. 



Rut tho ConMiilH lias other recollections. Some fifty yean 
3£o, it was tho favourite resort of all the disembodied spirit* 
» I <> wore permitted to " revi -it tho glimptea of tho moon ' in 
Leith. At that part of it nearest to Tolbootb Wynd there were 
i muabtl of ruinous houses, parts of which were occasionally 
ipifd by wandering outcasts, but for which no rent was 
either paid or expected. Every ono of these, buildings hoi 
fihoat, and tfio rumours which were spread regarding these 
apparitions settled the fore of tho houses which they were reported 
ba haunt. Nj landlord would bo insane enough to expend 

y on tho repair of property for which he was not liki 
find more subsluutial customers. Moreover, had any one bceo 
POBkltu enough to make the experiment, he would have 
laboured under tho whol^soino dread of having the visitati 

l miferred to his own private domicile. The natural 
history off-hosts ta involved in sutno obscurity, but this much is 
, irtain, thai they had an intense rlhlilco to anything in tbe 
shape of improvement on tho places they frequented, and were 
not slow to pour out the vials of their wrath on such us dared 
to make the experiment. 

Tho house nearest tho corner of Tolbooth Wynd was ono of 
InOM curious wooden bouses, a very few specimens of which ore 
still to be mot with in some of our older towns. It was four or 
five stories in height, and was entirely composed of wood rod 
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plaster, tbo only stones employed in tbo erection being thoso 
"Lick formed the chimney. It had a kind of piazsa, the froat 
Lf thi> buiUiug being supported oa posts, which was a favourite 
resort of beggars and blackguards of every denomination, who, 
under its friendly protection, deBtd alike sunshine and shower. 
Latterly it became ricketty, and, in a high wind, it reeled and 
shook so much that considerable fears were entertained regarding 
its liability, and it would have surprised no one although, soma 
fine morning, it bad been found floating in the harbour* Tho 
danger to life and limb of passers by at length became so iiniuU 
Dent that it was taken down, about forty years ago, by authority 
of the Dean of Guild. Its tost occupant was a porion who at 
one time possessed considerable property in the neighbourhood, 
but he hud dissipated all that lit could render available, and was 
• load one morning in a miserable delapidated apartment 
on tho ground floor. For many years tho shop was occupied 
is a public [house, by a person named Cow, and was the 
favourite resort of the coal porters and fish woman. The land- 
lord, amongst the attractions of his establishment, possessed a 
angularly gifted parrot, which bad picked up an abundant, hut 
not verv choice, vocabulary from the visitors. It could swear 
ind scold after the most approved models, and, such was the 
effect of Us oratory, it actually was instrumental in precipitating 
» horse and cart into the harbour. It was perfectly familiar 
"iih (be cries which the carters made use of wheu backing their 
horses to tbe ship's side, and on one occasion, while a horse and 
Mrt wovo left unattended oa tho quay, it begun shouting out, 
'Back I back 1 yc jaud ! " accompanied by the oaths which it 
anally heard. The poor horse at uuce complied with the per- 
rcnpiory commaud, and there being no intervening vessel, tha 
'«sult was that it tumbled into tho wntor, and was drowned be- 
«re it could be extricated. 
This bnilding, which was named tho Cat Nick or Neuk, for 
vhat reason we have boon unuble to discover, was, in the days of 
ta decadence, the haunt of a singularly mischievous ghost. It 
i right to premise, however, that ereu then there were people 
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to bo found to matter-of-fact as to assert that the ghost stories. 
which wore in circulation, and gonoroJly credited, woro more 
fabrications of ihe sturdy beggars who mude it ihelr home, ur of 
the smugglers who frequently wade it si place of deposit fur ihtir 
contraband commodities. The lovers of the marvellous, how- 
erar, were not to be duped in this way, and they deroudy bo- 
litircd all tho extravagant stories regarding the " Ghost of the 
Cat Neuk." Unlike any other ghost of which we remember to 
hare road, this spirit made considerable noise in passing from 
one part of tbe building to another. It was said to bo dressed 
as a Bi'iiman, and to have una leg shorter tiiau the other, so limb 
in moving it made a kind of *' dot and parry one" noise, very 
much resembling that mado by a man with a wooden leg. This 
spirit had a special aversion to strangers ; the first run ht was 
always the worst, the noises becoming gradually less ond less to 
those who persisted in remaining, as if tbe ghost admired their 
courage and had become reconciled to their presence. Accord- 
ing to our authority, those who featured to intrude into the 
ghost's domain were speedily made awnra that their presence 
was unwelcome, by hoaring tho spirit approaching in tho way 
wo have ulroady described, but tliero was this peculiarity in the 
sound that at one moment (I seemed to ba besido (hem. This 
preliminary over, the ghost, whieh appears to have b*en a dis- 
ciple of tho cold-water-cure school, then saluted tho visitors with 
a shower of water, mid, if they made any attempt to see from 
whence »hoy proceeded, they were met at every step with fresh 
applications of tb» fluid, oithcr in tho same thapo as before, or 
wet cloths were suddenly wrapt around their heads by some 
anseeo agency. If water failed to expel the intruders tho ghost 
had rue ■ Lher measures. They were atari k- J by the 

falling . i . lights on the loot Above and around them, 

and if ihej alteinptu J IQ rem buemselvaf, iho chair or bench on 
which they in leaded (a ail down was suddenly withdrawn, and 
thur eOBM [dfol fell wsja greeted with acrenms of unearthly 
laughter. Not I -i rt-ot, not to spuult of ileepi was 

granted to Eaotnulars, aiu: many who uulerluiued a gujd opinion 
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their own courage and perseverance, were glad, long before 
y break to make Iheir escape from the haunted building. Such 
n ft a common account of the proceedings or this ghost, but 
any other stories of a more fearful nature, both as regarded 
Ighti and sound*, were circulated regarding it, and it was tacitly 
needed that any attempt to exercise to formidable, a ghost 
would be worse than useless, bo the Wooden building was giveu 
up to the occupancy of the unearthly visitant and such kindred 
•pints as found fivour in iti sight 

A Ttry little distance from the Cat Nculc was onotber haunted 
haute, pail of [he lower walls of which still remain. It was the 
house next to the Conncil Chamber, or Parliament House 
already described, and was haunted by a spirit of a vory differ- 
ent sort. In this case the ghost assumed the appearance of a 
woman, and, although she occasionally did damage to the 
crockery, she was generally contented with popping in and ont 
at most unseasonable times, staring intently at such persons as 
slit encountered, and then ditappcaring. The latest, if not the 
ut, occupant of th e de lapidated premises, was a worthy who 
rejoiced in the title of" Pig Jamie." In his day the ghost in- 
lalgcd pretty much in the destruction of delf, and when Jamie 
*aa asked if he never spoke to the spirit, he replied, " Ou aye, 
1 spcalt whiles!" "What did you say?" was the natural 
query. " Ou, I joust said, hang you ! will you quat breaking 
the dishes, and no be getting me into scrapes ?" Jamie's wife, 
did not implicitly believe that the destruction of her crockery 
resulted solely from ghostly visitations. On divers occasions 
(he, had taxed her husband with being art and part in the 
brcaknge, while he was labouring under occasional inspirations 
of Bicchus, and hence his pathetic appeal to the ghost Harm- 
ess as was this ghostly visitor, she nevertheless excited a great 
ensation, in consequence of the publicity which Jamie sad Lis 
■poose gave to her proceedings. Various parties who were 
iceptieal on the snhjeet were permitted to keep watch during the 
vght, and depirted convinced of the reality of the apparition. 
The Rev. Mr Aitchison was also applied to on the subject, bat 
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led to "lay the ghost" A ion of Pig Jamie, who was t 

abotmakcr, was busy at his work one day, whoa ho chanced to 

look round, and fouud the ghost quietly looking over la 

■hflllUw A daylight appearance wis contrary to use and wont, 

ami iho son of St Crispin was so utterly unprepared lor it that 

bo dashed his lait into one corner, kicked his stool into another, 

iiml (led I'ruiu tlio premises, swearing that he would nerer again 

crow tl 10 thresh hold— mid ho kept his word; he never again 

1 his father 1 * dwelling. Aftor this the daylight appear- 

IBOM bflsMHf tVtqui'iit nud regular, and so continued until the 

i kM was entirely deserted. Whether ahe was extinguished by 

I Iling in of the roof, or whether she escaped to some other 

appropriate spot, arc secrets which can only be discovered by a 

the private records of diablerie, 

-Ml hough the subject of ghosts ia a very suggestive onp, wo 

mot spare either time or spuoo for enlarging upon it, bat must 

»• oa to otbor matters, merely remarking by the way, that 

altliougli a belief in ghosts does not find much, favour with our 

townsman in the present day, a considerable number of them, we 

I to record it, still exhibit a somewhat ardent attachment 

t«> Mpirttt* 



attachment 

u hat finiMH 



Immediately behind the Coal-hill lies the somewhat famous 
i y known as the Peat Neuk. The Peat Ncuk of the 
prtMBt day, however, would scarcely be recoguist-d by 
those who know it even twenty or thirty years ago. It El stffl 
very far from being an inviting or attractive locality, bat cireaav 
ounces have considerably ameliorated its sanitary condition. 
Furl of the ruinous buildings have been removed and replaced 
by a sufficiently plain, but more comfortable erection, whilo 
other portions, which were wont to bo densely populated, have 
been supplanted by a large block, of building, with the grouatl 
Hat occupied as shops, and the remainder as grain warehouses. 
The locality formorly afforded shelter to a most reckless and 
abandoned portion of our community, and tbis was the especial 
fteld of labour for those painstaking and untiring men, who, 
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while they oonthbute of their substance for foreign ova Dge liga- 
tion, cannot ignore the heathendom which preTaila at our own 
doors. For many years m weekly prayer meeting wns hold in 
this locality, in on© of the buildings we have mentioned as being 
lOofless and uninhibited. Tbe ground floor was occupied by a 
reprub&te named Tatie Brand, the apartments immediately above 
was n weekly meeting of some of the better disposed neigh- 
bour*, to whom the ministers of tho town, in rotation, were 
wont to address the words of everlasting life. The place of 
meeLing was reached by au nlnust perpendicular stair, up ffblofa 
IhoM who took part in the proceedings, had literally to drag 
themselves by ropes attached to cither side, the failure of which 
would hare precipitated tba atpirants down the ricketty stairs, 
to the imminent peril of life and limb. With the devotional 
exercises were intermingled tbe profane ribaldry of the inmates 
immediatoly underneath, while, above all, were beard tbe son- 
nrouj oaths uf Putie Brand addressed to the inmates of bis 
dwelling, consisting of boree, hogn, and humanity, and perhaps 
tho order in which wo have named them is a correct enough 
description of their rank in the social scale. 

Among tbe buildings in the square there is one which, not- 
withstanding a recent attempt to discredit it, we consider pos- 
sesses claims to tho honour of having been the residence of tho 
Regent Mary, OX at least one of the Begeatl who made Leilh 
the temporary seat of government. The first floor has been cou- 
rted into a granary, and is not now easily accessible, but the 
nd floor ia occupied by several families, and on examination 
It will amply repay tbe trouble of a visit. There is a curious 
antique "ouuide door,** as it is now termed in consequence of 
tbe internal sub division*, but it ia quite evident, bath f.-om tho 
decorations ou the roof, aud the temporary nature of tbe parti- 
tions, that the whole flat has originally formed one spiriaient. 
The ceiling U of wood, and is adorned with numerous carving, 
the sharp outline of which ia impaired by repeated daubinga of 
what may, by courtesy, be termed white-w&sb. Xbeae represent 
a variety of objects, thistles and rosea being somewhat prooii- 
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!■*•» U tit* % ir*e««k fc» Wfnt, men on hors^bacfc 
• n-Hiii«fcbo*»i,fcf«rt.tl^ traced ihe remains of 
■ran rial War-ac*. SraarU of t*#*i sfftar as if they had hwn 
orifinaUy fik, a*« mm* «f tat* best if cis aons were rcmoTfd 
*U ill «•• j**n «p\ awl iW |W« which they occupied line 
W*» |J»»lrrrJ «p Ai a f ic ibes* arere a richly carved crown 
and «r*plrv, aad, ai frriwag, to owr iiformini, tho party who 
avid ih«e*r.,a«srec*t»J rery artHrit much for them esbc 
had jnfo Kr ih# pwrc**f* of the flat. Pr Robertson. Ml 
lo tcuaoas*. My*— -TW PNtlCnfc, or Parliament S 
du* aouth of tan >iaia** r , ha* ia modern limes been calM 
Lenooa'a Conacil Chamber, a»3 Qoera Mary's ab< 
allus>«ns w* arc aeccsjarJ- cmapelkd In dispel, as we are 
'.loraed Ihil the *rwate and highly decorated eorr ■ 
the** haw au»*raal* tmarau were executed undor ibe r-rdir 
of a ship-mas'ep, named Maclure, »b« ni the year I"5, era 
Unfa liter." With ill deference to the Diwtor, we ihink it vi>ry 
unlikely that any ship-m««ter would und<r'*ke annh an I 

a*odt, In such a Wality, at the date specific*!. 
rren with sailors, rarely takes such an extravoptut 
Mon-nter, and ihia we hold In he conclusive against the Doctor, 
as wo ha»o already said, (hit flat appear* to have formed only 
i m- :iparrmenl i the partitions are temporary, and the en 
on the Tonf, apppnring as they now dn in various rooms, ^orn 
li nved and hnrmonio'ir desojrt. This apartment, although 
well enough adapted Tor the Council Room of a LennoX.tr 
evn fof the drawing room of a Queen Regent, would have cut 
a »ery ttrartgo figure, if, in nit the glory of its frpsh nanifiRl 
and other duenrotiona, it had, according to this authority, own 
used by Captain Macluro in the capacity of " kitchen, purine-, 
and hall/' Unless snmn more plausible statement can be 
brought forward to overturn tho popular belief that this hutf*e 
was at one time occup'w d by roxae of the personages we hi 
nnmed, we think it is fully entitled to all the honour which 
spina* may bo supposed to confer. 
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by no means certain of the precise hlUM in which 
iclpal Incidents in the following tradition tire stated to 
occurred : one informant Ibjb the scene in ihe building 
Ittjlltt bi-cn rtfirring to, while another fa rrjimlly poeitivc 
oca of which no traces M* ti'iiniin. 
at as it may, tie IV a i Neuk is the undispuiod locality, 
nowhere ab*»ut ono hundred and fifty vears Bgn, Da rid 
urn occupied "a fur lodging '' in the Pent Neuk. Hepburn 
. nulive of Ltith, ami wn> eurly apprenticed to a lawyer in 
leighhouring city, to whose buaine«s he ultimately suc- 
d, having passed through oil tho intermediate grades with 
credit to himself. It was not until he found hiinrclf lairly 
jsbed in business that Hepburn hi. iked out for a part nor in 
rid, as he had permitted the heydny of yomh to pn*» witb- 
ToWiriR himself in tho toils of matrimony, his choice was 
Otrrified by whut appeared to he great worldly wisdom, 
ibject of hia choice, it would be a mockery to say his affec- 
wai the sinter of an advocate of considerable standing, aud 
from family influence, possessed a goad connection. 
lrn was a roan well to do, and so all parties rery speedily 
to a good understanding, ttnd a marrioqe wai Iho result. 
d- licute matter to speak (»f ladies* uge, so we shall merely 
k that Mrs Hepburn was do hoyden when she was culled 
preside over thi> dumestie affairs rrf David Hepburn. It is 
uestionable if (be idea of u furnily entered at oil into the 
ttion, of the lawyer, he could not forsee any advantages 
fiiild result from such tin addition to hia establishment! 
Bines* connection* were indopendent of that, to that it fa 
le tho worthy gentleman was more surprised than pleated 
he was made aware of the fact that a daughter had been 
to. his household. Anr ther child, a son, was tho fruit of 
ion, but be di<-d in infancy, nr.d wnsahorlly oftor followed 
grave by his mother. These iucidenls made litllo u ■ n 
iten cm Hepburn ihan did the linfaTournblo resnlt 
which ho had been concerned. Tho formalities cf mourn- 
duly observed, bat beyond thai, no symptom of feeling 
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was discernible. Meanwhile Mary Hepburn throve apace, and 
gladdened the hearts of all who came near her by her cheerful 
docility and buoyancy of spirits. Ot" her father she *iw v^ry 
little ; ufiur the death of his wife ho became, if possible, more 
abiirbcil in business, and it was only on rare occasions that 
Mury was permitted to beur ber father company lu his britd 
after-dinner relaxations- He never treated her with the affec- 
tion which a widowed bear', might be expected naturally to ex- 
pend oa an only child, and that child a loving daughter* He 
tolerated her occtiHional presence rather than enjoyed it. Al- 
though thus boorish i a his intercourse with his fair daughter, 
Hepburn spared no ex pe use on her educiiion, and evea seemed 
to enjoy a sort of gruff pleasure when her accomplishments were 
mentioned in bis hearing, years rolled on, and, when M.iry 
was about seventeen years of age, she was casually mode aware 
that her father intended to retire from active lif>, and take up 
his abode at Leith. Thin resolve affected her very little, as 
she had few ties beyond her own very narrow family circle, and 
the brief distance to which she nas abml lu remove did sot 
threaten any disruption of these. Of course she was not in any 
way coasulted about the ehaiice, and when the announcement 
was made to her ebo received it with oil becoming humility. 
Little could poor Mary dream of the evil that was in store fur 
her consequent on this removal Her father, after his return ro 
Leith, became every day muro rcsLloss and irritable ; ho hid 
been accustomed (o a tile of activity, and be fouud it difficult Bo 
settle down into the quiescence which he had courted. Never 
hnving enjoyed much of her father's love, Mary could not be 
expected to make up lee- way under such adverse circumstaooes, 
although she strore with her whole heart to uecuiuijliah it, Old 
Hepburn visited few of his family conneeLious ; some of thera 
wore too poor to deserve his notice, while others wcro too inde- 
pendent to submit to bib haughty and supercilious treatment. 
Towards the widow of his eldest brother he exhibited some show 
of feeling, rUiting bar frequently; and counselling her in difficul- 
ties. Oa ono occasion ho turned ibis feeling so far as actually to 
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became security, to a considerable amount, for her youngest son, 
who curaiuauded u ship belonging to the perl of Leitli, uud win. 
bad somehow involved himself in a mercantile transaction which 
resulted in nil hut a total loss. The widow bod two sons, both 
captains, neither of whom Hepburn had ever aeen, as be had 
maintained no iiiicruourae with his brother while alive. In ac- 
cordance with his temperament, he was annoyvd, nod, if the 
truth must be said, disgusted, at the feeling displaced by his 
sioU'r-iu-liW when, ou the occasion of one of bis visits, she told 
him of the expected arrivul of her eldest son. Old Hepburn cut 
his vuit very short, and, much to the surprise of the widow, did 
not come near her for several weeks. Meanwhile ber son 
arrived, and learned from the grateful mother what his uncle 
had done to extricate his brother. As his uncle did not call, he, 
with a seaman's impulsiveness, waived ull ceremony, and waited 
on the old lawyer, to offer him his heartiest thanks for the ser- 
vice he bad rendered his brother. Hepburn chanced to bo out 
vben William Chalmers paid his Tisit, and he vac <*hown into 
the little parlour which Mary called her own. The feeling dis- 
played by the sailor was a perfect novelty to Mury, uUhuugh it 
was quite in unison with ber own disposition, and in a very 
short time they understood each other ho well that, when her 
father returned, ho found them as much at homo with each 
other 83 if they had been companions from childhood. IV r a 
few minutes the old man looked is Hack as a thundercloud, but 
gradually, as William gave expression to bis feelings, bis 
features relaxed, and he even pressed the young man to prolong 
bis visit. But why dwell uu these details? The result will 
natnr&lly be anticipated. William's ship had to undergo con. 
siderabie repairs, and consequently ha had many opportunities 
of meeting his lair cuuaia. A mutual ulTectiuu was the conse- 
quence, which every interview only served to intensify. It was 
BDnetime before the old lawyer appeared to dream of the possi- 
bility of such an issue, and when a glimmering of tho truth 
broke in upon him, he woe excited to such a pitch i f fury that 
bis daughter trembled like a guilty thing beneath his gl 
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Chalnier* wa« inotnnily forbidden the house, an( 
i tuber. A lottor which the old m 
lUTccpt increased hia passion, nnd, after reading port of it 
to her, ho was 50 far carried awuy by his frenxy, tbiit hi* h 

OF girl from him with inch violence that she Iny fiw ft few 
lninurf h insensible on ihe floor. It would fur exceed our limit* 
wtre wb to recount a lithe of the persecutions lo which Mary 
was Mibjpetid. In spite of her father's utmost precautions, 
UtttM reached her frufB her lover, and a firm belief in his faith- 
fulness enabled her to bear up against the tyranny to whic'n the 
was subjected. A crisis, however, was approachiiig earlier than 
slid anticipated, Hepburn was not a man to be lightly thwarted. 
so, to end all doubts, ho looked about amongstbis legal acquain- 
tances for a fit i ins match for hie daughter, and, having Ibonl 
one lo hia mind, he commanded Mary to receive him I 
future husband. There was small show of courtship made, Ihe 
tool that he hod chosen was worthy of himself, and Mary ua- 
hesitatingly rejected htm. This glaring contempt of Ins autho- 
rity rendered the old man almost betide himcelr, unri he threa- 
tened and our*»d her hy turn* until life became a burden to hef. 
He was in a mood to perpetrate any cruelty upon her that he 
d tired do with impunity, and his inability to punish her as he 
thought she deserted only added to bia fury. Without heiita- 
tion < r n-morse hi- would hare caal her from bis house, but lUta 
wuuld liavu been no reveugp, as William's mother would hate 
been but too happy to receive her under her ronf. The con- 
cluding dolaila are too horrible to be dwelt upon, ao we shall 
hurry over them as rapidly as wo can. Old Martha, who had 
been Mary's nur?e, was suspected by Hepburn as the medium of 
communication between the lovers, and, without any considera- 
tion fur her long and faithful service, she was summarily dis- 
charged, Ihe only other servant being dismissed at the same. 
tune. Two days after this occurrence Hepburn, on making 
application fur another servant, stated thut his daughter hod 
gooct" reside with a relutiun in the North of Scotland, and for 
uie little was thought about ber disappearance. 
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five months afterwards Willium Chalmers returned i.. Lthtb, and 
Wfla surprised ami alarmed lo learn that Mury liatl betu re- 
iumU'i], and iliuL nit una knew whether she bud beeu u»rrud. 
He hurried instantly to Hepburn a hnusp, but was reused aoV 
mis&iou, and a letter which he wrote to hiiu was roiuruod un- 
opened. William mitcfed the hoimc lute uud early, in the hope 
sauntering Hepburn, uml tin- »rl of explanation 

iVoiu turn, but his etforu were in vain, Llepburu rarely It-It [lie 
house, and when be did do so, he was always careful to ascertain 
that, Chalmers »us nut iu the vicinity. Meuuwhile tumours 
n lo get into circulation to the effect that alary hud met 
wuli some foul play at the hamla of ber fuLber, and ultimately 
it woe pretty l.udly whispered that ho hud ihnmn hi-r iolu the 
harbour, and thai her bud.) mu*& have been curried uui iu sea. So 
genera! was the rumour, that ilie idd nmu deemed it neflCMaty to 
go before the authorities und make a solemn denial of die report* 
rtain parties, he said, had been using uufuir iaemis to t«julo 
daughtel Into what he cuu«idated to be an improper alliance, 
to remove her for u time from this influence, be had OUCH- 
rd her inlo the out tody of a frii-ndol a distuncr. but that his 
would be di f< ated if lie was compelled to d'sekm hei ji.no 
of retirement, [lis st :*t-.-:in-iit was credited by those » > * ahum it 
\%s immediately i»dd rested, but it produced no effect on the 
popular lwlie£ Whenover be waa .seen out of doors^ eaUdren 
hastily ran out uf bJa way and taxed after him, with open* 
luomlierl eagerness, as if he had been one Ol [he demons: Which 
figured W Jergoly iu their nursery lules, while Lbeir u 
n*ru-d their «yes as he uaiae near, uud ial«rch*&fed knowing 
>ks and wuibpers when be had poawtL 

niatucn were in Hub stale, it began to be bruited 

. 1 that strange euunda wore heard prooeedittg fewn IIi-p- 

'a bouse, during tits midnight botini, end, ub ahrioks and 

and gfoani vfero frequently mingled with them, is was at one© 

dad that the old man was haunted by the gho.t of his 

led daughter. Meanwhile mental anxiety, combine I with 

>s expubute of bis penoaduriafi the tea bu wu» watcuiuj; 
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•pburn, bad thrown William Chalmers into a dangerous fev« 
]Ik life was despaired of, and he endured a long and irk 
confinement When the fresh rumours wore communicated to 
Mm. it at once occurred to William that it was very poaiibb 
Mary had never been removed from her father's boos.' II* 
believed thai tho old man would not hesitate aboat cemmil 
sueti a cruelty zs Ibis, but he never could bring him at-lf to beli( 

B story of the murder bad any foundation in fact, 
idea that Mary was sHill in Leith took such a hold of hisimi 
tion, Unit ho determined, at all hosords, to fathom tho myat 
su soon as bis health wus sufficiently re-established. In a 
short (imc ho wai utile to curry his resolve into execnl 
Accompanied by two or throe chosen friends, ho proceed 
Hepburn's house to deruund an entrance, or if necessary to 
one. The old man was out when they reached (he hou 
made his appearance while they were parleying with the semnl 
at tho door. As if guctsirg their object, he oriod out r 
servant to close the duor, but it wos Uo late, and William ao4 
bis friends tnudo good their entrance. Leaving one of their 
number to keep watch over the old man, who htul followed then 
into tho house, tho others proceeded to institute, a rigoroo* 
search through the premises. At length they reached a little 
closet, underneath a back stair, and while examining; the fas- 
tenings of it, which were remarkable for such a place, they were 
startled by hearing a hollow groan inside. Tho door was in- 
stantly dashed open, but, as the place was quite dark, and as in 
sound met their eara, they were in doubt as to the groan having 
proceeded from this quarter. Ou a light being procured, how- 
evtr, a sight met their gaxe from which they recoiled with 
horror. On a miserable pallet lay Alary Hepburn, a helpl^s 
idiot! Her unnatural father had at first confined her to her 
chamber, but being mnde aware of her having attempted to 
escape from the house, he had immured her ia this loath- 
some dungeon until reason fell from its throne, and then 
tho dread of his cruelty being exposed, induced htm to 
conceal tho placw of her confinement with the utmost care. 







TA1E? AND TRADITIONS OF LE1TH. 



From the moment thnt he entered tho house he was lilte oce 
nor* dead than alive, be knew thai acriala had arrived, and ha 

wan poworlesi to prevent it. When the noise of the crashing 
doc* reached hii «ar bo started up, and made an attempt to 
move towards the closet, hut the excitement wna too much lor 
him, and be I nr. When William nod his 

friends hurried in search of Mm, they found him in this condi- 
tion, with blood issuing from his mouth and oars. Ho lin 
for two day?, but be never spoke during that time, nor did it 
appear that he was sensible of what was passim: around him. 
The eervnnt was put in prison, bat wai ultimately discharged 
She was an o™od woman, and ahe declared that lLj>burn bad 
terrified her by the moat horrible threats of veogeww, if oho 
dared to breathe a sellable to an/ human bein£ about his un- 
happy daughter. After his death the hoiuo remain eo unoecu- 
ui bil it became a ruin, as no ono could be found to dwell in 
a place which bad been tbo act-ne of such a tragedy, Poor 
Wory was at once removed to the house of William's mother, 
the did not long aurviro ber liberation. Docilu and harm- 
sho wandered ibi'ju^h the house with a nervous reailrsiuess.- 
n of reason ever broko through* the cloud which hod 
i vd her existence, nor did she ever seem to recognise 
i / luvcd her so dearly. She wus (bund deud in bed one 
tig, without having displaced previous symptoms of ill— 
. and so gently h&d the sprit par ted from its frail tenement, 
Dfet it was several hours before it was discovered that tho 
[«»la alumber which she appeared to be enjoying waa tho liuul 
death. 






la moat of the streets, at a lit lis distance i'mra the harbour, 
were formerly numeroua houses — stir-contained as we in 

IthUd curiously enough call them — standing; opart from their 
'tours and surrounded by gardens, in scmo cases of eon- 
tie extent. In a view of Leiih, es seen from iho Raster 
Mied in 1G91, and to which « i* have already referred, 
9 appear to bo :*w in number, and there is no nppe.ir- 



10| 



TALBi AM) TRAlfirioXfi i>f LfclTH. 



•AM of anything like a regular street, while trees are si 

iaU troingled wiih the buildings. A very few of these 
gardeu-lMUsc** still exist, but in course uf time tbey have been so 
surrounded by ranges of houses, that nobody dreams ot 

nee until they stumble "n then by chanee, or espy thorn 
from the upper whitlows of the neighbouring buildings. 

About the midlife of Ihe sennteenth century, one of the 
houses, suuh as wo hnve described, situated in Giles' 8ll 
was occupied by a, family named Tarbet, who had once been to 
opulent e i re u instance*, and who, though cuusiderably reduced, 
•rill contrived to keep up an appearand' far beyond that ol 
of their neighbours. They were on visiting term* with a num- 
ber of the Edinburgh aristocracy, were distantly related to ■ 
noble family, snd nl together wore people of murk in ihe a 
port. Andrew Tarbet, the head of the family, hud at one 
been tho proprietor uf an estate near Linlithgow, and aUu "I 
several houses in Leith, including th*t in which he now rei 
Liu was of a prond Ambitious temperament, and by iitipinpling 
to imitate the prodigal hospitality of, some ot hisweulu i 
neighbours, he speedily involved himself in diflicultic.-. Lbe I 
of whiehwas, that he was compelled to pari with the greater 
■ u of bts property , and retire fivHi the scene of his extra- 
vagance lo the obscure town of Leith. His wife *u, if possible, 
nt a more haughty spirit thun himself, unci to Iter ihe fi 
retirement was most dittasleful and humiliating. She 
scarcely be lierauoded to stir out of doors, and literally fretted 
herself tu death in leas than u year after her arrival at I . 
The Inmriy consisted of three sons, who had been brought up to 
no profcaiun, aed who, from the cireumstanoea uf their curly 
training, were pretty fair representatives ol ihuse individuals 
who lutinge through existence as "men about town.'' As w* 
tmw already bitted, they were freely admitted into the faintly 



• The Cathedral of St Giles'. Edinburgh, ot one time j>os> 
•■'•u+idernMe 'property in Leith, and no doubt the name ot tail 
•;reet wu derived from the connection. 
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circle* of some of the mptrnpolitan aristocracy, and, one nod 
all, entertained the hope of marrying- an heiress. They were 
handsome, good-looking youths, and wore proficient in thut 
smell talk to which ladles, are supposed to bo partial. The 
brothers were occasionally pni to great shifts in order to mnin- 
taia their wardrobe in an efficient and lady-killing condition, hut 
their ingenuity was equal to all exigencies, and (o the BUI . 

M who knew their limited means, they were always WfU 
and often gaily oppnrellfd. 
At the limo of which we speak an English lady, named Lucy 
*, bad created n prodigious a en Mil ion in Ediubur^h. Al- 
though tradition has not placed on Us fleeting record the shape 
<»f bar no***, the colour of h»r eyps, or tho shade of her hair, 
»ht is described as having been surpassingly benuufuL She *'i*a 
tin only daughter of a wealthy baronet, and her beauty and 
lined, completely turned the heads of half the young 
men oI'iiih metropolis. The fumily with whom she resldtd were 
very sckHit in their invitations, and hence many gny youths 
who sighed for an introduction to the lovely heiress were fnin 

themselves with a pacing glimpse of her w 
oat for her daily uiring, Richard TurLet, the eldest of ifaa 
. in virtue of his seniority, first alien: pu-d Io obtain BO 
r i, but although he used every means tbi 
I devise, he foiled to gain his point. "What lie failed t<» 
by his utmost efforts, chance i-flVcted fur his you 
i lluiiy. He was sauntering one i)a.y ti>»vai'd> i ht 
of the Water of Leiili, possibly In the expectation nf catching 
a glu io had that day (alien her airil 

lac road leuJing to Qaeenaforry. Jubt as he approached the 
auwp ami narrow bi idge which spanned tho WuLer uf Luiih a| 
crl ihe carriage of tho heiress descending 
toe Bleep road on the opposite side, at a very rapid pace, the 
ing apparently lost all control over the horses. Tnr- 
i tcruss the bridge, and had just time to station him- 
self a little <*n one side, when tho carriage, was upon him. For 
tstant the excited animals hesitated about taking the bridge, 
Nu. XIV. 
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they had suggested. It u very probable, moreover, that be bad 

no desire to increase the competition which was keen enough 
already. 

To one of her admirers, a lawyer named Fraser, Miaa Neville 
evinced a marked repugnance. Whenever he entered the room 
her countenance fell, and she replied to his complimentary 
speeches in a curt and haughty nrauner. She always contrived 
to be engaged when he asked her to dance, and on many of theso 
occasions Henry Tarbet was the happy individual who had 
secured the preference. On moro than one occasion, wheal 
Fraser made his unexpected appearance, Miss Nevillo had 
whispered to the enraptured Ilenry, " Kcmcmbcr I am engaged 
to dance with you," and the youth already dreamed that his 
conquest was complete. Matter* wore on in tliis manner for 
several months ; Henry spent little of his time at home, and that 
little was embittered by constant bickerings and displays of ill- 
tamper between the brothers. With Miss Neville Henry had 
anode very little further progress, and he was in doubt whether 
the kindness she frequently exhibited towards him proceeded 
from a tender feeling, or was brought about by her watchful 
anxiety to avoid the disagreeablo attentions of Fraser. Bo this 
as it may, so wayward was the beauty that, although Henry 
most anxiously longed for a favourable opportunity of " popping 
the question," the wished-for time seemed never likely to arrive. 
ThejealouBy of Fraser had meanwhile risen to a fearful pitch ; 
he saw that he was studiously avoided, and believed that Henry 
was his successful rival. On one occasion, shortly after leaving 
Kiss Neville's residence, Fraser manoged to fix a quarrel upon 
Henry, in a few minutes swords wore drawn, and the parlies 
were engaged in a deadly hand to hand struggle. It was a 
clear moonlight night, and there were no police in those days to 
interfere with such pastime as gentlemen chose to indulge in, 
consequently they were allowed to fight their battle unmolested. 
Fraser was the better swordsman, but Tarbet was the cooler of 
the two, so that, on the whole, they were pretty well matched. 
After fighting for a considerable time Henry's foot slipped, and. 
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beforo he could recover himself, ho received a wound between 
the lower ribs, the sword of his antagonist breakiug at the mine 
time, and leaving a portion of it sticking in the wound. Hanry 
instantly feH to tho ground, and his opponent made a hasty 
retreat, without waiting to see what the result would be. How 
long Henry remained Insensible could not be learned, but he 
was found by soma passers-by lying in a pool of blood. They 
concluded tbat ha wai dead, but on moving him a little they 
heard him moua, and they accordingly roused some of the 
neighbours, into one of whose houses he was carried and put to 
bed, while a messenger was despatched for medical assistance. 
Tho wound was found to be slight, tho patient hariog suffered 
principally from loss of blood, lu the course of a few weeks he 
was able to be removed to Leith, and by slow degrees became 
convalescent and ablo to movo about the house. Determined to 
profit by the absence of his rival, Fraser became still more 
pointed ia his attentions, but met with the same cool mrt 
teraptoouB treatment as before, aad, as if to mark distinctly what 
aort of feeling she entertained towards him, Miss Neville, one 
evening when he had been unusually tender, rose up abruptly 
and left the room ; sending back a message that she was indis- 
posed, she kept her apartment for the remainder of tho evening. 
It ought to hare been mentioned before, that Fraser waa a rela- 
tion of the family with whom Miss Neville resided, and hence 
the facilities he enjoyed for persecuting her in tho way wo hare 
stated. 

The venerable proverb truly says that "like draw to i. 
and it was verified in this case. By some means or other the 
eldest Tarbet had beeomo acquainted with Fraser, und they 
speedily discovered that there was at least one point on which 
their feelings were strictly In unison. Richard Tarbet was en- 
vions of hta younger brother's success, aad angry at what he 
considered hie selfishness in refusing to introduce him to Miss 
Neville, while Fraser hated him with all the intensity of a dis- 
appointed rival. Fraser confided to hia companion all his hopes 
aad fears regarding itisa Neville, and, ia bitternojs of spiriti 
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reiated the many efforts ho bad fruitlessly made to gain & place 
in her affection* While ho was in this mood Richard Tarbet, 
prompted by a fiendish spirit, broached the proposal of an abduc- 
tion. At first Fraser rejected it as being too difficult of accom- 
plishmect, and likely to bo attended with considerable danger. 
The wily persuasions of Tarbet, however, at length overcame 
bis scruples, and it was resolved to make the attempt at the 
earliest fitting opportnnity. It was considered desirable that, 
if possible, it should be managed before Henry Turbat's 
recovery, as he was such a constant dangler after Miss Neville 
that bis presence would idd a fresh difficulty to the execution of 
the plot. About s week after the interview which we have jnst 
related, Fraser, who had ample opportunity of ascertaining all 
Miss Neville's movements, learned that she had accepted au in- 
vitation to a boll in the Citadel, and as this occasion seemed 
likely to afford the desired opportunity, he hastened to Lpith to 
consult with his friond Richard Tarbet. As that worthy 
coincided in opinion with him, it was resolved that the attempt 
should be mode while the party were on their way to Loith. In 
Order to overpower all opposition, it was arranged that Tarbet 
should secure the assistance of half-a-dozen desperadoes, who 
would do as they were bid and ask no questions, provided they 
were well paid for their work, aad Fraser liberally supplied the 
Kneans for effecting this. 

For seme days previous to that on which the ball was to take 
place, Frowr, monh to the gratification of Miss Neville, alto- 
gether absented himself from the house, and managed it so that 
(ho family were led to believe that he bad gone out of town for 
o few weeks. At length the eventful evening arrived, and 
gtrored so tempestuous that all idea of venturing abroad on such 
o night was at onco abandoned. About ton o'clock the storm 
had greatly abated, nnd her friends urged upon Miss Neville the 
propriety of going to Leith, even at that hour, as they felt cer- 
tain that her absence would be a very groat disappointment to 
all partiee. With great reluctance she gave her consent, and 
sue carriage was got ready with all speed. The party con&\s&& 
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of Mis* N.vilK', a daughter of her hostess, and two gendeoen, 
who woro to accompany the carriage, on horseback. Ai tie 
1 in evil fame, the gentlemen woro well arasd, 
anil, f vcrythiiif; being ready 1 , they proceeded towards their &&■ 
station at as rapid a pace as the state of the road permitted. 
Meannhile l-'nwiT mid his band of desperadoes had bMH 

■ I li.r . • it i., I bours to the fury of the storm. At itsoon- 
ni'iiL ilu-> liudtcugbt the shelter of u hedge, but this all 

bol u very imperfect protection, and but for repeated pota- 
tions of strong waters, of which an abundant supply bad b«n 
[dad, ihey would haTc abandoned the attempt and wailcdfw 
toon pi up. tie us weather. As it was, Fraser hud some difficulty 
idtdng them to remain so long after the time that had bwn 
originally specified ; ho himself was beginning to despair 
arrival of bis prey wbon the sound of an approaching vehicle 
was heard. Its progress was exceedingly alow, as the nfght «* 
very dark, and the road, never in a good state, was Tendered 
almost impassible by the recent heavy rains. Tarbct, it may 1* 
mentioned, positively declined to take uny part in the t 
but he hod provided a place of secure concealment for the Wj 
in the event of its boing successful, and hud agreed to a- 
h r removal to a distant part of the country. When Fra 
in ado sura that the carriage was coining in the expected direc- 
tion, hn roused up his men, and stationed part of them on both 
sides of the road, giving them positive instructions net 
injury to any one, to secure those who offered any resi?tan«. 
and to utiuid to such orders aa he should give reg 
the lady. In a short time the carriage reached the ombu- 
and in an instant the postilion was knocked from his seat a&4 
tossed into a ditch by the ruadside. The reckless ruffiuus wer* 
more than half-intoxicated, anil they were chafed at the lengtk 
of time which they had been kept waiting, so that they were in 
no mood to follow out the instructions of their employer. Tbs 
gentlemen were immediately called on to surrender, bul 
replied to the challenge by drawing their swords, and, phcinf 
themselves at the dooVs of the carriage, dotorminod to deferi 
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os well as they could antler Bach disadvantageous 
In malting an attempt to unhorse one 
[omen one of the ^rang received a severe wound en the head, 
•eupon, regardless of bis ins true lions, he immediate!; 
to] at his opponent. Probably thinking that the shot had 

fired by on© of the gentlemen, the surroonding ruffians 

their pistols and fired nt raudoni in the direction of the 
age , running as much risk o! hitting each other as those to 
•a they wars opposed. Suddenly a shriek of mortal agony 
. at the same instant that the mastcrloas horses, 
ntd at the firing, dashed forward at such a rapid pace over 
iroken roadway as threatened every moment to shatter the 
■age into fragraenls. The whole transaction was the work 
few -seconds, and Fruser was horror- a truck as soch an un- 
ed-for Ltrmiuatiuu to bis luiictioii. leaving tins 

ien, who were both wormded and dismounted, la Ihfl 
er mercies of the ruffian* he had employed, he harried after 
U rurally as he could. Near the tad «| the road 
luiuhlud over a prostrate body, but ho merely delayed to 
irntn (he dress nhother \t was that of a male or l>male, and 
.accrtaining it tu ho the former, he resumed his pace towards 
h. While he is proceeding onward ia bis chase, Irs 
i tii is opportunity of narrating another episode connected 
I'jgedy. About half an hour before the time Appointed 
the commencement, of tho ball, old Tarbet's sctwunt took 
\rj aside with an air of great mystery, and, after much cir- 
;. Informed bin that she had overheard the pUnuine 
ic abduction between Kraser and Richard Tarbet, but that 
could not vonture toJUU it tu any one for fear of Mr Riohord, 
alarm for the oonsequences to the young ludy hod overcome 
ler other fears, and she had now ventured to confide the 
[er to him. Cursing her for the tardiness of her confidence, 

scarcely permitting her to finish the communication, he 
ily wrapped a plaid around hi in and hurried to the Citadel, 
soerlain it' the party hud nrriv.nl. Finding thai tl 

be at oaoo proceeded towards the Easter Koad in the hope 
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lead- He wainVl to hoar no more, hot harried from lb* spot 
ike one distracted. Next day he got on board * ship at 
kail for Holland, and nothing certain wu ever heard regarding 
bin afterward*. Il was rumourod^thal bo had entered D 
tb« continental armies and boon killed in a drunken brawl. A 
bearchin^ enquiry was made into the matter, and so closely was 
the investigation pursued, tint Rirhnrd Tarbet found it irn- 
•rpnient to take himself out of the way for several year*. The 
ruffians who had been the instruments in this atrocious outrage 
*rer« all traced out and brought to justice, the arch- criminal 
■Eraser alone escaped to end his days in the miserable nay we 
bare mentioned. 

Such is the legend of « Tho Twelve o'Clock Couch." Aecord- 
fco our information, the coach did not, as fluted in the History of 
Zjeitb, make its appearance every night, but only on stormy 
flights or on those preceding & storm. Such was the version of 
■uo old lody, recently deceased, who averred that ehe had heard 
the coach passing down the Kirkgate hundreds of times, but 
that she never had the courage to look out as it pa«snd. A 
btoue which, according to tradition, occupied a place above the 
doorway of Tarbet'a house, now forms the lintel of a window in 
l.he shop No. 3* Giles' Street. It displays n coat of arms, very 
bach defaced, with the initials " A. 1.— 1. N.," and the follow- 
ing motto, - Llisit. bo. God. in. *1. his. giftis. 1S94." The tene- 
haa recently been rebuilt by Mr B, Schaw, its present proj; 1 1 
but the stone ha* been preserved, and now occupies a prominent 

Ethe front of the building, having added to it the words, 
t 1865-R. S." 
18-10 there stood a fine old building at the hesd of the 
Shirra Brae, facing the Coalhill, usually described art the resi- 
dence of one of the Logans of Restolrig. Ths apptl row of 
windows, which rose above the eaves of the houie, were ele- 
gantly sculptured, and bore various cUtp» and devices, and those 
.11 preserved, having been built into the north wall of St 
Thomas 1 Manse. One of these exhibits a shield, with the dt 

surmounted by the Jteur de lis, at i\ie %\&% «^ ^s« 
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initials "I. L.," and above is the date 1636. Another bu 
initials aod date " I. L., M. C, 24 Dec. 1636 ;" a third baa i 
shield; and the initials " M. C. ;" while the fourth displays 
different initials and a much later date, " D. D., M. C, 1730." 
It will be noticed that the initials " M. C." appeared on all tbt 
four windows, while " I. L.," supposed to be those of Logan, 
appeared on only two. Tradition has assigned this bouse as tha <q 
residence of that most attractive damsel, celebrated in Scottish 
song as " Tibbie Fowler o' the Glen," who was carried off by 
Logan, to the otter discomfiture of the remainder of the "ias- 
and -forty wooing at her." 

The last of the Logan* who hold the family estates was, ts 
we have elsewhere stated, deeply implicated in the Gowrie con- 
spiracy, but died before his share in- it was fully disclosed. 
His eldest son, Robert, and all others concerned, were cited to 
appear before the king and the estates of parliament on the 15th 
of July 1609. It was on this occasion that the bones of Login 
were dug up and carried into the Parliament house to receive 
judgment. Haying been adjudged guilty of treason, the family 
of Logan were stripped of all their property, and cast forth U 
beggars, to suffer the bitter misery of being penniless outcasts 
in the place where they bad lorded it as feudal tyrants. 

If this house was really the residence of Logan, it must hare 
been acquired by marriage, seeing that the forfeiture of the 
family possessions occurred so shortly before, and this in itself 
affords some colour to the tradition that he was the successful 
wooer of " Tibbie Fowler." In the " History of Leitb," speak- 
ing of this house, the writer says, " We think it not improbable 
that it was Tibbie's tocher that enabled Logan, who was ruined 
by the attainder of 1 609, to build the elegant mansion on the 
Sheriff-Brae. The marriage contract between Logan and 
Isabella Fowler (supposed to be the Tibbie of the song) is now 
in the possession of a gentleman in Leith." Referring to the 
same subject, Dr Robertson says, " Logan's supposed grandson, 
George, married Isabella Fowler, daughter of Ludovic Fowler 
of Burnoastle, the "Tibbie Fowler" of Scottish song, and is said 
u have resided in a una a ion on (.Vie SVutrs. V»tj.<;, * * * 
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Xhia mansion was destroyed in 1846, to furnish a site for St 
Xhomas' Church. * * * We believe this Logan 
to be a collateral of the Restalrig house. In 18th June, 1572, 
We find "Majestro Joanne Logan de Sherref Braye," who post- 
pones the case of " Cristeane Gudsorne, spous to Andro Burne, 
UiLeyth, dilatit of the mutilation of William Burne, burgess of 
Edinburgh, of his foremost finger, be byting thoirof." From 
this last extract it is evident that there was a Logan at the 
Shirra Brae before the forfeiture of the Restalrig family, so that, 
historically, it is by no means clear that a fortunate marriage 
had anything to do with the erection of the mansion in question, 
auid more especially as the initials carved on the windows refer 
Usither to a George Logan nor an Isabella Fowler ; traditionally, 
however, there is no doubt whatever on the subject, and the 
following brief narrative embodiea all that we have been able to 
glean regarding it. 

John Logan of Restalrig was quite a youth at the time of the 
forfeiture of the family estates. He was the youngest spn, and 
«ad no expectations from the hereditary revenues, hence this 
calamitous occurrence had produced little effect upon him. For 
• number of years he lived in retirement, with some of his 
mother's relations, supported by the proceeds of a small estate 
which had been fortunately rescued from the wreck of her 
private fortune. Toung Logan had early manifested a taste for 
a military life, and finding it impossible to obtain employment 
befitting his birth in the Scottish service, in consequence of the 
stigma which attached to the family, he proceeded to France, 
and speedily found ample room for the development of his 
martial tastes in the wars which the king of Fnince was then 
carrying on agaiost some of his powerful feudatories. The 
gallantry of the young Scotsman bad, on various occasions, 
attracted the favourable notice of his superiors, and the path to 
fortune seemed to be opening up to hi in, when an unlucky 
>conrrence brought him into disgrace and danger, and compelled 
lim to make a hasty escape from France. Amongst the espe- 
:ial farourites of the French king was a Gascon knight of almost 
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sword sml *iaud on bis defcocr. S wu bt ftctUad al die tmik 
•il taiitfartion %hicli ha s*w on the face* of tkoac around him 
..con raJiu'd bis courag* and bocam* the 



TA1XS ASD TIIAWTIOWS OF LUTH, 



::i 



forward to unguardedly, in an instaui the ifr) 

sed through his heart, and lip was dead ho-foro h* 
ground. Anxious as all hud been for the combat, 
*re alarmed at iw reMiH, Bud dreading lbs wrath of iho 
for the death of hla hvoorlte, ihi«y eoootalM Logon's 
;»l# flight and lent him alt iho aid in llivir power U) ac- 
ta it in safety. He woa fortunately enabled to effect his 
from the Frcm-li shore before the arrival of the king's 
gers, who had been dispatched in hul int jinrsmt. 
his arrivnl in Scotland, Logan wus trrently ut a ioes how 
ow himself, Rttin.-int.Tl was hateful to him | 
re employment, bat he foand that the name he bore shut 
t from ev*rv clinneo of prvfermunt. His means were 
thor insufficient to permit of his remaining near il . 
bad he been disposed to do so, when all looked nbkimcc ut 
i that he wda compelled to s«*k the retirement which was 
so di*fa-ii*t<i! to him, Uo had not been lore, rt-jid'-ui m 
country until he chanced to meet, at the house of one of hi* 
friends, with Isabella Fowler, the only dnughrer end beta 
a wealthy laird in the neighbourhood. Isabella, or, to call h«r 
fay tho aimo which song has rendered all but immm-ial, 1 
Fowler, had 110 prttiwiamii* to beautv, but she wa* 1111 iottUlgVBt, 
ht»h-5piriit*d girl, and there was a piquancy or brusque tie in her 
manner, which often prove* a m»ro permanent attraction than 
beauty, however great, when 



"Soul is wanting there." 



R«i a ay of the neighbouring squires, however, there was a 
i. t : iiT.ctinn about Tibhie than either»beauty of ft 
mentul accomplishments ; sho was a " weol loehcred damsel," 
and would make the fortune of the happy individual nho should 
he successful ia obtaining her hand. Under these circum- 
stances it is not to he wondered at that she wos the toast of tho 
entire district, and Ibat her lather's house was octet by Uosu of 
auilors— 
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la' at h.T, |m'io' at her, 
i'.-i.ii'M* lior, and conn 4 get her, 

If, li- foi ha prlf 

I a' the lad* nre wooia : t( her. 



oil lb* it 
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1 rolling himself on 

a variety of rea&i i l-»ist import- 

for military renown, the graunea- 

IvOD ol : ' ii bo incompatible with his becoming aha 

rOM. Uiuli liar oiruuaistaocei 

in Hliii'h tin win plaeed, Logan took great de-light in ilif 

Cibbis Fowler, and twice or thric* 

dc guest at her father's honse. In 

iiiin.n-r mi I appoararn a lis was iaanitalj 

baifMUi was surrounded, and, nlthi 
to ibo rum 

Ay nuiol, ili n boootao generally hioud a 

tii:n iir hii di • ol TlbWe'i admirars, and that he bUk 

port rvachud ihu ears of tat 

I a great dinliko towards L< gan, and 

i to discount* >i 3 iis. Tas 

rllUd kalraal only laughed at her father'! fe ora, Bad 

aaaured liim thai Logan oared iu little fur her at she did for 

Unit. ' tjfj M least, this wsa not strictly true, fur TfbtiC 

had, for scnio time ■rations, been aware that she fait mora 

.i tlic oOCBpany ol Logan than in thai of nny of tbl 

mil for her hand. She began to 

■ fin it 00 blfl rtgolai visits as a roi Iter vl* courw, and ws ■ 

Kim and DO U even but a liu i] beyond lib 

Offdtall d. From ono of Logan's penetration 

these nymptooia could not be long concealed, atul tbej ruth*.r 

lad bito pltwuri il an otherwise i us ho began to despair ol 

Ih in,; nble to rind employment in the only way that sailed his 

. and waa not derogatory to his birlh. Gradual];,-, and 

. Eoanwlblyi his manner became more tender towards lbs 

EsJt Titbit', and the watchful eyes of bis jealous rivals were nut 
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in discovering the fact that they had a dangerons anta- 
;t to cope with. In proportion as Logan appeared to make 
irable progress with the daughter, he lost ground as rapidla 
the parents, and more especially wiih the father, who waf 
•st inveterate gossip, and lent a willing credence to all the 
iraging remarks regarding Logan, which somo of the almost 
less suitors were ever ready to pour into' his ear. In his 

estimation a country gentleman was the very highest rank 
le social scale. All courtiers he looked upon with distrust, 
3 had never been able to accomplish a presentation at court, 
a courtier in disgrace was, in his opinion, a depth of de- 
lation fearful to contemplate. Happily for Logan, the 
thy squire was pleased to exhibit his dislike in no more 
ctionable way than declining to see him at his periodical 
s. This was rather a relief than otherwise, as the task of 
eping sweet " with the old man had hitherto been the only 
vback on Logan's visits to Feltoo Grange. Finding that 
mode of treatment was a signal fuilure, old Fowler, at the 
igation of hie better half, plucked up courage to tell Logan 
, his visits to the fair Tibbie were not desired, and that he 

no ambition to have so fine a gentleman for a son-in-law. 
this time Logan knew his position with the heiress, and in 
f few words told her father that so long as he had thp young 
f'a permission to continue his visits, he should not trouble 
self to consult any other individual on the subject. Quite 
irepared for a reply of this nature, old Fowler did not know 
1 how to get out of the difficulty in which he was placed. 
len he spoke of the esteemed friends and neighbours on some 

of whom he wished to bestow his daughter, Logan very 
ly offered to fight any one who thought he had superior 
tensions to the hand of the coveted Tibbie. Horrorstruck at 
h a cold-blooded proposal, the father communicated it to the 
er aspirants for an alliance with his money bags ajid broad 
es, who, to a man, stigmatiicd the proposal as utterly unde- 
ving of a moment's attention. Such a thing, they said, might 
: the meridian of courts, but was altogether out of place in a 
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quiot agricuUnral district Had the proposal oaken the form rvf 
a bout at quarter- statY, or a fall at wrestliog, it would ha?u bees 
•11 vi 11 eoougb, but a life ami death struggle was out to bo 
dreamed of, even although a richly lochered bride should lw the 
price of the rortDiiata victor. Albeit unused to such scenes, 
Tibbie seconded ih© proposition of him, whom wc may now 
Tcutui'o to call, her favoured lorer, and declared she would male 
with no man who was coward enough to refuse a trial of mar- 
hoo'i fof such a priac as she wu esteemed. Stimulated nearly 
As touch, if the truth must be told, by the opposition which be 
encountered, ns by the lore he felt for the umideo, Logan 
resolved to bring matters to a crisis. After again formally pro- 
posing to tho oH man for the bond of his daughter, aad, meet- 
ing with the expected rebut?, young Lugan left the house with- 
out asking an interview with Tibbie. He wbs seen to hurry 
boon-ward* with more than hit wonted expedition, but instead 
of retiring to hia room, oa usual, be hastened to the atubks, and 
bud a lengthened interview with the dignitary in charge of that 
department. The result of the conference was, that shortly be- 
uidnight, Logan was seen leaving the bouse well-mounted, 
iiinl i*. -1 lowed by a truaty squire leading a spue horse, carrying 
a most suspicious looking aide-saddle. Taking the direction of 
Felton Grange, and riding at a smart pace, the horsemen 
speedily accomplished their journey, unl when within about a 
quarter of a mile of the residence of Old Fowler, Lugao dis- 
mount kd, and Hinging the reins to his follower, proceeded t caa- 
tiously towards the house. He stopped several times to rceon- 
ii "ilre, but 3iiJing everything still, continued hia course, ami, 
skirting u small plantation which sheltered the house from the 
sea breezes, be was shortly at tho garden gate, wbieh ho found 
unhitched for his admission. Hurrying through the garden he 
reutjlu'd the bouse, and, after a careful and minute surrey, ha 
lii.ui ly tapped nt one of the windows. With n rapidity almost 
equalling a pantomimic trick, the shutters were unbarred, the 
sash raised, and a fomalo figure was v.uiblo in the hazy moon- 
Hghti After the interchange of a few words, the lady blued fur 
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an instant on the window sill, and, in the next, resting htr 
hand lightly on Logan's shoulder, she sprung into the garden and 
stood by his side. Brief space was lost in the intirchange of 
words ; half shrouded in a huge cloak, the female fugitive tripped 
lightly beside her companion, in the direction where the horns 
had been left. Short as was the distance, they heard, btf.ire 
reaching the spot, that an alarm had been given at the Grange, 
and that pursuit was about to be made. Carefully as Logon 
had scanned the precincts of the house, he hud nevertbt-lesd 
failed to notice the presence of two of Tibbie's most indefatig- 
able suitors. Although at one time actuated by a spirit of 
rivalry, tbey bad now made common cause against him who 
appeared to be the successful rival. The fugitives had a slight 
advantage in the start. Before the inmates of the Grange were 
thoroughly aroused, and horses made ready for the pursuit, 
Logan was some miles on his way towards Edinburgh. Imper- 
fectly acquainted with the road, however, he speedily lost the 
track, and found himself, with his precious convoy, labouring 
heavily through a newly ploughed field, from which they were 
quite as likely to emerge in the wrong direction as the right. 
To add to their annoyance, the moon, which had hitherto be- 
friended them, became gradually obscured, and the chief anxiety 
of the party was to escape at all hazards from the unpleasant 
predicament in which they were placed. After many attempts 
the) succeeded in reaching a sort of outlet, leading ioto one of 
those defiles which our ancestors dignified by the title of roads, 
along which they dashed at the utmost spied which thur 
a«aried animals could exert, quite uncertain, however, of the 
direction in which their flight tended. Unluckily, as it appeared, 
they had become so confused by their wanderings, that they 
were proceeding with an speed in the very direction that it was 
their most anxious desire to avoid. In crossing a brawlins 
bum, which was spanned by a narrow wooden bridge, one of 
the planks gave way under the feet of the horse which bore the 
•axiom and exhausted Tibbie. While Logan aud his squire 
we-re endeavouring to -extricate the fallen steed, they were 
No. XV. 
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startled by hearing the approach of a numerous cavalcade, and, 
before they could form au idea on the subject, they wen all bit 
surrounded by old Fowler and his allies. At first Logan did 
not fully realise his position ; when tho sound of approaching 
horsemen met his ear, he had drawn his sword, taking it for 
granted that there was small chance of meeting friends under his 
peculiar circumstances. It so chanced that the leader of the 
cuvaleudo was a plethoric laird, who, from the very first, hid 
muni Jested aa intense dislike of Logan, and who was now most 
onxious (hat he should be interrupted in the mission which be 
had cut out for himself. Quite unaware of the accident which 
had occurred, or of the reception which was awaiting bin, 
IJuxter of Kirdclough urged his horse towards the bridge, and 
wus only made aware of the danger he had so recklessly dared, 
when he found the sword of Logan actually in contact with bis 
protuberant abdomen. His sudden shout of alarm brought the 
advancing party to a halt, and, in a far less time than we ban 
taken to describe it, the peculiar position of each party was 
ascertained. Logan, of course, was for being high-handed, and 
talked largely of fighting all aud sundry, but his presumptive 
father-in-law, half-muddled aud scarcely awake, with a decision 
unusual to him, forbade any display of violence on either aide, 
and, to the intense disgust of some of those who accompanied 
him, announced that as Tibbie bad so decisively made her elec- 
tion, ho was not the man who would stand in the way of him 
whom she had chosen. After such a declaration, the remainder 
of our tale becomes fiat and commonplace. From that time for- 
ward, Logau became the acknowledged suitor of Tibbie Fowler, 
and, in due course, they were prosaically married with the fall 
parental consent, although old Fowler was heard to remark to a 
favourite gossip, on the day after the marriage, that he had lost 
a daughter without having gained a son-in-law. 

After his marriage John Logan became an altered man. All 
thoughts of Court preferment seemed to have entirely disappeared. 
He settled himself in Leitb, built himself the fair mansion on 
tho Sbirra Brae, entered largely into speculative matters u a 
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merchant, tod conducted a manufacturing establishment at 
Bonnington, which he left in inch a flourishing condition that it 
was the nucleus of great wealth to his descendants ; and such is 
the legend connected with Logan's house on the Shirra Brae. 

Before tearing the Shirra Brae we may gire a brief notice of 
the late Sir John Gladstone of Fasque, Bart, who, with a 
patriotism which we regret to say finds so few imitators, has 
here reared for himself a monument whioh shall long preserro 
his name from oblivion. 

The Gladstones were a knightly family in Clydesdale and on 
the border as early as the thirteenth or fourteenth crntury. 
Claiming descent from this ancient and not undistingnished 
stock, Mr John Gladstones, of TofEcombee, near Bigger, in the 
upper ward of Clydesdale, had, by his wife Janet Aitken, a son 
Thomas, a prosperous trader in Leitb, who married Helen, 
daughter of Mr Walter Neilaon, of Springfield, and died in the 
year 1809.* Of this marriage the deceased baronet was the 
eldest son. Born at Leith on the 11th of December 1764, he 
commenced business there at an early age, but removed in no 
long time to the wider field of Lirerpool, where, for the long 
period of more than half a century, he took rank with the largest 
and most successful merchants of that opulent port. He amassed 
great riches by his enterprise, industry, and skill, and was muni- 
tcent in their disposal. In 1840 he built and endowed St 
Thomas' Church at Leith, in communion with the Church of 
Scotland. He built and endowed at the same time, and on the 
same spot — the neighbourhood of the Coal Hill, where his 
father had his place of trade — a school, and an asylum with a 
rerenue of £300 a-year, for the support of ten females labouring 

• In "Williamson's Directory of Edinburgh and Leith for 1786 to 
1788, we find •'James Gladstones, Schoolmaster, Wo. Leith,'' and 
"Thomas Gladstone*. Flour and Barley Merchant, Coal Hill." 
Uii shop was in a house, now removed, which stood rery nearly or. 
the site of Mr Cunningham's wood-yard. James was uncle, and 
Thomas father, of the late baronet. 
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uodvr incurable ditMUs. Wh«i carrying on business in 
-from which he retired in 1£43 — ho was a liberal ci 
*.ht Church of England; and, on reiorning to Scolluud, 
cama a not less liber*] benefactor to the EjiUcupalChurrh 
north. His gifts to Trinity Oltog*, Glonnlmond, wore prinwl/ ; 
be contributed largely to the fund for endowing the Biah 
Brechin i and at his own charge he built and endowed a ehuroh 
—making his place of sepulture within its walls — at his 
ful seal of Fasque- 

The eminent position which Sir John Gladstone occupied 
the mercantile world, as well as bis great talents and oxpei 
gave much weight to his opinions on commercial matters. U> 
was frequently consulted on sueh subjects by the . 
the day, and took many opportunities of making his sentiment* 
known by pamphlets and letters to the newspapers. Hi- 
the last a strenuous supporter of that protective policy whii'S 
reigned supreme and almost unquestioned during; his youth and 
manhood j and not many years have passed since Lis pea w»» 
wielded against the repeal of the corn and navigation laws. Hit 
was a fluent, hut neither a graceful nor very forcible 
placing less trust, apparently, in his style, than in tho iuI 
i iai merits of his ample information and ingenious argu 
Desire was more Uiau ouco expressed to see him in Parliament. 
and he contested the representation of Dundee and other plow* 
on those Conservative principles to which he adhered tl 
life, but wit-bout success. On the 27lh of June 1816 
created a Knight Baronet — an honour which must, have been ill 
tho more gratifying, that it sprung from the spontaneous *u£ 
gestioa of tho late Sir Hubert Peel, and was one of the very f«* 
baronetcies conferred by a minister more than commonly frogs! 
in the grant of titles. In February 1834, Mr Gladstones had 
obtained the Royal license to drop the final "s," with whi< 
father and gtandfutbor bad written tho name, and to na 
to the mure undent furui of Gladstone. 

The late baronet murried, in 1792, Jane, dauglikr 
Joseph Hall ol Liverpool, who died ia 1798, without iss 
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onrricd, secondly, on the 29th of April 1800, Anne, daughter of 
drew Robertson, fur many years Prorort of Dingwall. 
Uv this lady, who dial on the 23d September 1835, he had two 
tera — Anne Mackenzie, who died unmarried in lb29, and 
: Jane, who still aurrivei ; and /our tons — (1} Tbomai, 
tarn in lmu. married, in 1835, Louisa, daughter of sir Robert 
Pell owes of Shottisham Park, Norfolk, by whom ho has issue ; 
(2) Robertson Gladstooe, an eminent merchant in Liverpool, 
H:d chairman of [he Financial Reform Association of that town, 
bora in 1805, mnrriod, In 1838, Mary Ellen, daughter of Mr 
Hugh Jones of Liverpool, by whom he ha* issue; (3) John 
n Gladstone, a Commander iii the Nary, late M.P. for 
Walsall, horn in 1807, married, in 1839, Elisabeth Honoris, 
daughter of Sir Robert Bateson, Bsrt, of Iielvoir, in the county 
of Antrim, by whom ho has issue ; and (4) the Right Hob* 
iVilhuin EwarL Gladstone, M.P. for Lancashire, and Chun- 
eellororthe Exchequer, born in 1809. married, in 1839, Calho- 
;au«;hter of Sir Stephen Eichard Glynno, Bart., of Jlswar- 
i'lintshire, by whom he has issue. 
The venerable baronet died ut his seat of Fasque, near Fetter, 
eoirn, in Kincorrlineshiro, on the 7th December 1851, in tho 
ti) vcar of hisago. Ho was ablo to transact busi- 
ness until a very abort line before his death, although latterly 
his beallh was rather indifferent 
Sir John Gladilono was sueeeedod in tho baronetcy by his 
sod, now Sir Thomas Gladstone of Fasouo and Balfour, a 
Jiputy -He u tenant of Kincardineshire, who sat in the House of 
ns for Queensborongh in 18:t0, for Porta rliogtoii from 
to 1835, for Leicester from 1885 to 1838, and for Ipswich 
from June 1842 to August in the same year, when bo was un- 
titled on petition. 

Ithough wc have little to say regarding tho firet bridgo 
Hold) bpnniied the Water of Leith, conuecting the Horthern and 
toothers parts of the town, still we cannot pass from the locality 
which it occupied without giving it a humo& UO^iw, 
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The Chapel dedicated to St Ninian, a» wo bars oJrcttJ 
shown, was founded by Robert BaUantyne, Abbot of Uolyrooi 
in 1499, fur the aecotomodatioa of those resident in that c^atru 
now denominated North Leith, bat which, prior to this linn 
had no special designation. This worthy Abbot, who rode ■ 
architectural hobby, did not consider that his work would I 
complete unless he provided a menm of easy access to his uei 
cbnpol, and accordingly bo completed the work by the cruet!" 
of, as M&itlaod describes, " a substantial bridge of three stonrr 
arches ;" there was a pontage leviable upon passenger*, part 1 
which went to uphold the chapel, and an equal part was appH 
priatod to keep the bridge in repair. A view of the bridge, « 
itoppoared in 1770, from the pencil of John Clerk of Eldin. i 
jjiven in Dr Bobertsou a work. In this drawing a dense form 
of masts appears below the bridge, and here wo think the arti 
has drawn hrgely on his imagination, above tbe bridge wo aW 
a wide expanse of water fringed with thick foliage on one siii 
and with go-jdly trees on tbe other. lie who now look* at tl< 
muddy stream which flows past coal wharves, railway dep.lt 
and dingy buildings, will bo puazlod to fancy how auch an ui 
attractive spot could ever bare bad even a scmi-picturetqs 
appearance, The plurs of the old bridge still remain, and, t?t 
recently, a law-plea arose oat of the supposed right of toM 
way which the bridge was believed to confer. According 1 
Mr Wilson, the old bridge was removed in 1769, " tu moke wi 
for ilip upper drawbridge ; M the date may be correct, bat a va 
slight acquaintance with the locality would have saved such 
blander as this, seeing that tho drawbridge referred tu is at 
very respectable distance from the site of the " old Lridgfc." X 
Robertson states that *'a surviving inhabitant of tbe tOV 
remembers to havo eoon, in 1779, throo old cannons, taken ftoi 
the naval yard, drawn by sailors, with the aid of liaud-opika 
towards Newbavon, to defend tbe city and port against the csfc 
bfated 1'aul Jones.* In a former place we quoted from tfa 

• We have given a particular account of tho visit oi V&\ 




TILT* AND TftAlftTTrOKS Or J.EITB- 231 

hooks of BeuJOB on entry, unnVr date 1G05, to tho effect that all 
vessels " bigg it above the brig, Qtid that curat 3 throu^l 
BlWt" should pay a certain sum in order to provide for the 
repair of uny damage which it should auauln during their 
passage, and also for the h(-ln to the btgging of the brig, and 
upholding of tho sumo." As thcro is no appearance of what 
juay be termed a " draw-arch" in the old bridge of Dolhmtvnf, 

.•hod to lato as 1T79, there must have been another bt 
nearer to tho entrance of the harbour, about tho date of which 

\U, and between tho two tho preraiaca of the then ahip- 
buildf rs of Loiiu must have been situated. In imitation of more 
important bridges it is rery likely that too orginu! bridge of 
Loith would have places of residence erected 00 it, as oven 
present appearances it would seem that tho buildings which )■■•'. 
remain, and bear the name of the " Old Bridge-end," formed a 
part of some which must hare been partially indebted to tho 
bridge for their support. In the first Directory of Leith, which 
was published in 1786, by that singular individual, Peter Wil- 
liamson," we Cud the address of a trader given &s " bui 

* This projector and public spirited individual deserves more 
than n marp incidental notice- At an early ago he was kidnapped 
from Aberdeen, and, after Buffering shipwreck was ultimately sold 
ok a slave, at Philadelphia, for 216. On the death of his matter, 
"Williamson, being then In his seventeenth year, received l,i- f > 
and as niucti uiuncy and goods as enabled him to commence farm- 
ins; on his own account. Accordingly, he married the daughter of 
a neighboring planter, and had every prospect of enjoying a life of 
comfort and independence, when, one evening, hi* house was sur- 
rounded by savages, who, after reducing all his property to ashes, 
carried him off once more into a slavery of a more dreadful kind 
than that from which he had escaped. After enduring many tor- 
tnr?-. he contrived to make hi* escape, and ultimately returned 
to bis native country, and settled nt Edinburgh, where he drat kept 
A tavero or coffeehouse, "then became a bookseller, primer, pub' 
Halter and projector." lie was tho author of several books and 
pamphlets, tho bo -t known of which is, " French and Indian Cruelty 
Exemplified;" being an account of his sufferings amongst tho 
Indians. Williamson had the merit of establishing the first 1'enny 
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Mintyro, grocer, on tfo Bridge," Mention of this erection u 

Und^f of Leith " occur* io document* up to a eompara- 

recent date, and, in tho reoorila of Presbytery, ihe church 

Siuinn ia generally described a* "' the Kirk of the north 

llrlg of Leith." 



Leaving this locality, we ngain introduce onr readers to one 
of Ibon liloa nuiJ traditions of the past which, dinging to our 
I i ft] blttory, impart to it a pleasing freshness and hesuty, lite 
.:> bering o»er the mouldering ruiD." 

" Ton w miM hour, nue doot, that pair Mrs Frank.* had been 
freed true her iribulution, honest woman." 

' I Hi aye, a* Dnuvit says, her sorrows are owto, iho has gan« 
■ : ■ " tin- wicked cease from troubling and where the weary 
uto Hi rest," a great comfort the grave maun be to ouy aue that, 
r, had sic an ill man." 

" An' Hint 'atru'', woman. I'm jolnonin' he'll hao to pie up 
il < tuvcrn noo, he canna dac wnnlin' tho wife, puir bidy, ski 
" i Id pi) her linn' to onythiug." 

" Wtei DM ! thil will be a siirday fur the bits o' bairn ie» 
il I ;. WOtfl aye aao wool look it ufur." 

" Ave, woman, its a woesome thing to see a decent I 
knockit to bits, as a body may say, when the luauegiu' hen' o' 



I Edinburgh) and of publishing the first Directory of the 
>rt. HoaUo dabbled a little in banking, as tho foil 
enriotti note teetlfiei — 
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IEEADT MONEY BANK. 
I Ster. No. Edinburgh, 2Mb August 11 

I promise, to pay Sir John Ful staff, orb) 
en demand, in hooka, 'ooffee, or ready money, One Shilling, 

received. 

P. WILLIAMS* 

ng to the opinion} 
of tho Directors. $ Bonk Hoars from IP tl 

ilutanding all his enterpriie and in«enalty, it is believed that 
Williamson died in verj ind'iRtut drejonntaacea. 
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a kindly mither is laen awa' frap thpm, an' the mair especially 
as th«*y w*re Had o' ways tempted loettleawee bit abunc their 
natural station." 

Such wjis the brief conversation between two ancient females 
who had forgathered at the "Pipes/ 1 after their morning dram, 
and could not pass without having n few comments on \vhutcvcr 
" horrible or awfu " had iran5pin.1l since their previous 
meeting. The story relates 10 one Thomas Franks, and we 
:re it well fitted to point a moral. 
Thomas Franks had, for many years, been tho landlord of a 
popular hostelry or tavern, named tho ** Red Lyou," situated 
about the middle of Kirkgato. It was one of those comfortable 
sort of inns, faint resemblances of which nro yet to be met with 
in country towns, or on the dobatoablo ground between tbo new 
and old portions of large town*, From the name we should 
suppose thai Franks was by birth an Englishman, but this is 
not rnateriol to our story, he bad c< mn to tho housp us an a«sii- 
Unt in the stable, was subsequently promoted to tho post of 
waiter, end, an the retirement of bib employer, was enabled to 
BOMhftM lb« Fund tore of the house nnd tho goodwill of the busi- 
ness from the produce of his own frugality. 

Arrived al the height of his ambition, Franks did himself as 
ranch credit in his capacity of landlord as he had doue iu that of 
waiter, and materially increased the number of his easterners. 
Attached in early life to the daughter of a respectable burgher, 
he had, with praiseworthy prudence, refrained from forming any 
{.•■ which might shackle- his exertions, and bo prevent him from 
achieving the object at which ho aimed. That, however, had 
been now BOCOmpliahed, and, in a very few weeks, the JieJ Lyon 
was honoured with a landlady In the person of Mary NeluoD, 
She was of a kind and courteous disposition, nnd added not a 
little to the traditional attractions of the hostelry. 

For many years they M lived and 1ot«1 together," their buii- 

ncsi was prosperous, und their family was growing up around 

them, giving fair promise of being a credit lo their old age. The 

;. n youth 0:' more than average abilities, was, at the age ot 

opptvotitu d to a solicitor in the uti^woxta^ *8q "•?• 
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stood very high in his profession. The eldest, and favourite 
daughter, Mary, was a perfect toast. 8he was at every ball or 
merry-making, and was generally the partner of Henry Kami I- 
t 'ii. the nephew and presumptive heir of Home Brown, a r* 
t ■ r !.■ 1 3 merchant, whose fortune was generally believed to be very 
considerable. 

Ii is not greatly to be wondered at that, when fortune seemed 
to be showering its favours upon him on every hand, the landlord 
of the Red /.yen began to carry bis head a little higher, and 
take a less active interest in the affairs of the house. Mrs 
Frank could boast of more than one silk gown ; the sous wert 
brought up to be merchants, and the daughters, instead of being 
brought up behind the bar, were educated at a fashionable 
boarding-school in the Canongate. These extravagances, bow- 
ever, were to be traced wholly to the landlord, and proceeded 
moro from a foolish pride which he hud in his children* than 
from a more commendable motive. He had unbounded faith in 
fortune; he bad never experienced the slightest reverse in his 
onward career ; and, if any man might, he thought he was justly 
entitled to conclude that " to-day shall be as yesterday, and to- 
morrow as this." Mrs Franks would have preferred greater 
moderation, a knowledge of the reverses which had occurred in 
her own family had taught her a lesson of bitter experience, and 
had tended much to give her that kindliness of disposition which 
made her so much respected. She had no faith in fortune's un- 
clouded sunshine. 

The day of prosperity had been a long one, but the night of 
adversity was at hand. A 'very short time after Franks had 
expended nearly the whole of his accumulations iu the purchase 
of the Red Lyon and an adjoining building, the Inn was burnt 
to the ground, and no trace could be found of the origin of the 
fire. Within a month from this time, the unlucky landlord 
learned that his son bad absconded, carrying with him a con- 
siderable sum belonging to bis employer. The young man was 
resident in Edinburgh, and his father was in ignorance of the 
evil courses into which, through the influence of bad companions, 
ho had been gradually w f ailing. The uoutAo wW\^ naa \**a 
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much for Franks ; ho bad never contemplated a reverse, and 
nun-, when it Mm*, be was unable Co look it ia the (ace. The 
lirot he might bavo b.>rut up against, that loss might haw 
retrieved, but he could not bear to think thai hia hitherto on- 
unllit'd character should bo b<j fearfully lurnished in tin.' p 
son. By way of finilhiag mat tew, tho trifling renn ■ 
his property, which had escaped the flames, wu^ swallowed au '" 
an erulrai-imr in unify the lawyer lo whom he hud beoiune 
security for bis son.: 

For a time Franks succumbed to the blow, mid uouti), Or 
woald think nf nothing fiir tlie support of his family. Ulti- 
mately ho took a email ion to Giles' Street, on which ha bestowed 
the miiuo of hid f »nuer house, but he fuiloJ to attract many of 
tm former custom era, boqio had gone to other wl Wt be 

was unde^ideJ hi>w to ocr, and tn the other! both home and 
landlord wero different, fur ho had altogether changed ia his 
manners. Under these oircumsiancoa, a bare UlBtetMM wqb all 
(hat In- was now tiblt ',u accomplish. When a loan QBOfl begins 
to go down tin* hill, his qoondam Briendi ooMplre to accelerate 

hia progress. Home Browno commanded liia nephew to glvo 
up all intercourse with Mary Franks, and, although (he j 
mau ink' lit have hud a penchant for her, he was loo dutiful to 
disobey, pnriiculaily wlu-n the command woa ncewnpiiiiie.l by a 
throat of disinheritance in case of rofusal. Poor Mary btlioved 
that, whatever other misfortune might befol her, at lea^t hex 
Iorer would prove faithful. This, her lust uud loudest eberfabed 
hope, WBJ rudely dashed to the earth — it was her crowning 
calamity, and a broken heart speedily relieved bw &0S0 the bef- 
■ of an uafeeliog world, and tho nearly distracted lather 
I liir heed to on early grave. MlifoTlunea were thicken- 
ing fast. Mr* Franks was attacked by a disease certainly, al- 
though not immediately, fa'ol in its results, and which was 
brought uu by grief for the loss of one pun iif hef ftunily and 
the misconduct of another. Her husband had long OBawd to be 
mforter, he had beoouio tho reverse. Sickened, dis-lu-art- 
eocd, dispirited, Franks had Uowti to the cowonl's refuse — the 
Overlooking the great frol (huh uiuUtf Uuims m wflwj 




S3fl TALE! AND TRAETTIONB OP LEXTZL 

nggrivjUed— never bettered— by such a lino of conduct, ho kaJ 
gradually become & confirmed drunkard. 

A >ear or two passed over their beads in this way, Mr* 
Frunk* struggling, with weakening frame, to provide tor b»r 
helpless children, exposed meanwhile to tbo ill-treatment of h«r 
-ill Wiidly-loTed husband, who, when brutalized by bis oft- 
ri>pented pntations, treated her with great barbarity. At length, 
more lull uf sorrows than of years, she tlropt into the gme 
which bad long been yawning for her. Her death was aa 
nted by a report that her son, who hud never been heard ol 
he had nhsennded, had expiated the crime of mbbery, in a dis- 
tant part of the country, by a death on the scaffold. 

The brief diabgue with which our story commences occurred 
on the morning after the funeral of Mrs Franks, and the I 
• i 1 or i il to the foresight of the old Indies. Franks was utterly 
nntii to attend to any other business, save that to which ho bid 
devoted himself. lie was compelled to give op the Ice, and, 
within three months, followed Iiim ill-ii-el wife to the grave, 
FilHinir another to the number of those who bar* swelled, and are 
swelling, tho awful muster-roll of the Deuom of Duinu I 
L vn only Ml add that ihe hapless children were left tu the core 
of those who, if the hi>tory of T,eiih Charitable Institutions is to 
be credited, never cared for anybody but themselves. 

After tha decease of Thomas Franks the little Red Lyon, as 
it was ihen termed, was long untenanted, and as two deaths had 
Decvrred in it very cloeo upon eoch othor, and under somewhat 
pet ul hi' eircumilanees, it began to be rumoured, as a ma: 
course, that the house was haunted. At tint the rumour 
very Indefinite, and were confired to sounds which bad been 
heard proceeding from the building. Such matters only need a 
beginning, liv-and-l^e strange ti'jhls began tu be seen in the 
dettrUd Inn. A pale fuca had been seen by mnny individuals 
looking through uno of Iho upper windows ; one person had 
seen o shrouded figure eliding past the windows, while 01 
tojd a horrible story uf having seen the ghost of Mra Fran) 
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it ultimately took this definite shape, standing at the window, 
and that while looking at it he saw— he was willing to make 
oath to the fact — a black figure rush open-mouthed at it, and 
both disappeared, while strange supernatural sounds marked 
their progress through the premises. Who would not face a 
ghost in daylight ? The news spread like wildfire, and the 
following day saw a considerable crowd gaziDg up at the win- 
dows of the little Red Lyon, in the expectation of witnessing a 
repetition of the ghost scene. Numerous parties had been 
wearied out and gone away disgusted and unbelieving, but 
towards "gloamin," those who still lingered near the spot bad 
their faculties aroused by hearing a door violently slammed to 
in the deserted house. Almost immediately thereafter one of 
the crowd cried out, '* Look at tbo upper window I " and there 
sure enough stood a figure gently moving its head from side to 
«id». Although the bottom of the window was near the Hour, 
it did not appear above the lower pane, and this tended greatly 
to increase the astonishment of the beholders, as all ghosts are, 
according to popular belief, even taller than their originals. 
Where was the continuation of the ghost, was it through the 
floor or where ? The spectators, however, had only a momtut 
or two for speculation, for (he black figure, which had been sten 
before, again made its appearance, and, with disunded jaws and 
fiery eyes, dashed at the ghost, hurled it to the Moor, and appa- 
rently threw itself upon it. A long black tail appeared tor an 
instant at the window, and the crowd, believing (hat they had 
teen both a ghost and Satan himself, rushed off to spread the 
tiding*. Next day the street was nearly blocked up by crowds 
who wished to judge for themselves, and share in the pleasurable 
aenaatioa of having seen a ghost in their lives. 

The neighbours began to find that this state of things was ex- 
ceedingly annoying. Business was at a stand still, journeymen 
•and apprentices being alike curious and anxious to increase 
their ghostly experience, and the more especially when it could 
•be managed in this easy way. At length some matter of fact 
people proposed that the keys should be got, and an examination 
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prrxniaea, expreaaing their belief, at the sam*- 

re were ttOY ghost* about tha jiIbcp, they wfttibl 

turn out t-> ba palpatio. This eumraon «i«D&e proposal wu about 

to be carried into vflcot, when an uld gamekeeper, who hail 

, made b!a appvarauce ami at unca pm u 

The old man hpard the ghost story. *itli 

ruiAtioaa, without relaxing a raoide of his fae*, bal 

Ihtt was 'o be told he burst into an uft- 

! the* 

| hln. Ii .I't'i'icd oa if the til iroald Ual bin fbf a*ar, In 
I one hearty liugh than hu wia pri-parrd W 
artura in the en me line. At ' 
k.y. end having opened the door, he managed to wheeze nnt a 
!.h the little breath that hit axre*iiv» Ity 
... In a minute ur two a ooaplfi of greyhound*, • 
. came carobol[m* down the ?tuira aui 
He explained that, for wait 
m, ho had placed the hound- i. r a i.« 
u of tlit lower apartment:-, and he had round that on 
noreri I ■' "d to push open 

ee of the whole I 
sporting from one apartment to anothtr, and dnubtlau raak- 

) much to furniah abondanco of the snpernai 
thiisu who were in search ff it. Tlie disappointed "ghoiJ 
;e whipped hounds, rind to s 
•he GHW Street opparition was nn ever-pciuiod 
hem in the moat unexpected qaur 
tjad down tO lb* matter of fact and prosaic fur lift, 
llusion to the marvellous, tru 
k wore at otioa let »lipat them, and they were shut up 



Our focal ppeer to have born puzzled to *>.-■ 

fat the ij nmes ben towed on individual bnildu 

\b town, und they either paaa from them w 
not* or cntnmunt, or liuxard some wild conjecture which ■. 
stand even a momentary examination. Little London i» a cm 
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i point.- We hare only met with one attempt at an explanation 
awarding the origin of the name, and that is in the Hi&iory of 
*ith- Mr Campbell says, " How it acquired the namo of Littlo 
-ondon Is now unknown ; but it was bo called in the year 1674. 
ffe do not see, however, that it could havo obtained this appvlla- 
aon from any other circumstance than its having had some real 
sr supposed resemblance to tho metropolis. 1 ' The buildings :>o 
named only "extended 03 ells from North to South, by M tl!s 
in breadth/' and it must hare required a wonderful stretch cf 
fancy to imagine a resemblance of any kind between such au 
insignificant locality and the city of London. Etymologists arc 
too fond of fnr fetched explanations ; they run oft' to a distame 
io search of that wLich was, to use a colloquial phrase, imme- 
diately under their nose. They are like tho Antiquary with 
the Pretorium — they have a sort of theory which they must 
support at all hazards. The derivation of the name Little Lou- 
don admits of easy explanation. In April 1573, Sir Win. Drury, 
Marshal of Berwick, arrived at Leith with 1300 veteran troops 
from England, to assist in the seige of Edinburgh Castle, then 
neld, in name of Queen Mary, by Kirkaldy of Grange. The 
castle having been reduced, tho bulk of tho English army de- 
parted from Leith on tho 16th of Jnne following. Under tho 
protection of the Regent Morton, a few of the soldiers with their 
families were induced to remain at Leith, and the locality inha- 
bited by them was denominated Little Loudon, in the sume way 
uthe houses near Craigmillar Castle, occupied by the French 
retainers of Queen Mary, were called Petty France, and as part 
if one of the suburbs of Glasgow, at the present day, is known 
is « Wee Ireland." 

Little London, according to Kincaid, stood '* at tho north end 
jf Quality Street and east side. It measures, 1 ' he adds, " 90 
feet from east to west, by 75 broad over the walls ; and forms a 
Icind of court within, open to the north." It was bounded on 
the east by Weigh-house Wynd, now Bernard Street, and the 
following woodcut, which, through the kindness of Dr Robert- 
sou, we are enabled to give, must bo meant to represent part 
of Little London ;— 
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In a small garde-o, attached to one of the houses in Little 
indoii, there was a Hower-pot which was tended with peculiar 
re. long after its original possessore bad gone the way of all 
Ish. It wus generally known as the ■' Maiden's Grave," an I it. 
as believed that the body of a young and heautiful female, 
ho committed suicide, was interred here. Tlio peculiar eir- 

ineefl unending her denth, and ihe locality made choice of 
t her interment, combined to throw a romanrio interest over 
r fate and fortunes, and her story was handed domi from one 
aeration to another. The version of it which bus reached us 
exceedingly diffuse, but we shall endeavour to condense it in- 
such a space as befits oar scanty limits. 
Ellen Hilton, was the daughter of English parents, who were 
BODS the earliest lenmiis of Little London. When her father 

army he resumed the handicraft which he had toll 
evlous to entering it, and, as he was skilled in hit busi- 

ind had few competitors, he throve apace. Hilton's 

veiling was u perfect model of coiiifurt. when compared 

Ihoee of the neighbours around. Its had superadded 

the cosiness of a Scottish fin-side many of those little 

; is. and a great deal of that tidiness, so cliurtie- 
Btetlc of oar louthem neighbours. His daughter was an ad- 

• singer, and he wa* the most inexhaustible of story 

Here, while, to crown all. his damo was not to be excelled for 

>{ her home-brewed. With such uti ructions, it need 

»t be wondered st that to he on tisiting terms with old Hilton 

Us reckoned eomeihing to be proud of. With the y. , 

brtioti of tbo visitors Ellen was the principal altractun. 

cb were her winning ways, that the yujug 

fines were by no mean* jealous of her superior attractions ; 

bile, as might be expected, the young men were almost crazed 

uuut hit. The more imaginative made her the subject of 

anias innumerable, while the mare inaiter-of-foct sought to 

aiu her good graces by little presents. For a long time, how- 

frcr, it cnuid not be discovered that sho showed any individual 

reference— all shared alike ia her eweet smiles and graei-lul 

Wo. XVI. 
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eoartwy. Ft degrees an ilnns* iffi fan f tail h 
visible oo her countenance whenever William 
added to Out group that basted a the fiffkt of her bnntj. 
BW&ls are pnivirbislly keen-Mghted. and none raort so tin 
ntmli in low, end the preference given to Forrester, sa»bt u it 
was, wu si one* noticed, and excited angry feelinp in tk 
hrnsis of ooe a few ^f them. U may be fitting co mention bent 
thai Forrester tu qo favourite with the old couple His t&ti>a 
was an extensive ship-owner, end sailed as ***p*ein of one of ha 
'••a ships. Be was seldum at huae. and yuan* Forrester, nba 
was an only child, was all bnt spoiled by his mother. Cspun 
Forrester was meet anxioas that bis son should become a so- 
man, baft William's iociiaatioa did net lie in ihb dirtciiou ; ii 
fait, he had no particular anxietj about doug anything that die 
not contribute to bis amusement. In the phraseology of the 
present day, he would have been described as rather M j /ass,*' and, 

me, in auch a small place as Leith then was, evei 
w i uld be cognisant of the fact. Most probably on account of 
th;s, his visits were diseoanlenanecd by c-ld Hilton end his 
and they even went the length of telling Ellen that she ought 
puaitL*^ly w forbid bioi frosu coming. Fjnester was a 
good-bosung fallow, and it is possible that the parental inter- 
ference may bare stirred up the u Old Eve ia the br.. 
Ellen Ilihoo, fur it was after ihis that ber implied preference 
tat Forrester was first observed William was not the last 10 
Bf tbt. impression be had mede, and be used all m< 
net to increase and deepen it. He was successful witb 
trie maiden, but Ue cu^ld oarrei orereome the dLdike of the old 
people. They did nut. dislike him because they pri 
unuthcr, but they thought that with such tastes and habits as ho 
possessed, it would be madness to intrust him with the hajpi- 
nees of one so dearly beloved. They tried many pluas ; 
tbe love which was fast manifesting itself between the young 
couple, hot altogether ineffectually, in fact, their attempt* onlj 
added luel to the tiic. Unlooked-for circumstances, howler, 
nd them in accompli shuig what ihey had so 
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f»*n in vain to effect. When Captain Forrester returned from 
next voyage he found hia affairs in a most complicated stale. 
ine of hia vessels had b»cu wrecked off the Danish coast, with. 
was wispbdL'd, the complicity of the captain ; whtia another, 
hieli had last been reported from JamaiM, had bwQ unh»ir«t 

pwarda of twelve month a. Tho Coptuin was a man of 
ecision ; he intrusted his ship to the charge of his 6rsl mate, 
nd started off for Denmark, while William, in isfla ol his 

s earnest entreaties, was despatched to tho West India' 
) make inquiries regarding the missing ship. Tim nrrangemenf 
?oV the livers c<>ni}t lately by surprise. For the first lime Ellec 
u r her lorer by stealth, without the knowledge of her parents 
nd th'.« Figgate Whins witnessed the interchange ol their solemn 
owe of lore even unto death. A scheme of correspondence 
ras settled upon, and, wi'h heavy hearts arid sad foreboding-, 
\\-y bade enoh other farewell. Forrester's mother was nut 
ware ol his penchant, nor did ho core about mailing her his 

E'daat, and he was certain, that if he addressed uny letters to 
tt» at tier lather's house, they would be intercepted. Ac- 
i n B'. v . beJofi hii departure, he nrrp.r-: b eorroapnn- 

10 should be managed through the medium of a companion, 
aratd Walter Blaak. Black wu Lho rery opposite ■ : B vraafeei 
a temper "tin d disposition. In the phraseology we have already 
uoted, he woj u a alow conch." He was not by any means 
Yoreo to fun or amusement, buG ho did not allow these to usurp 
ae place of business. He was in partnership with bra father, 
nd was intrusted with the management of the most onerous 
»rt ot I bs, People often wandered how uny thing like 

riendship could exist between two persons so differently cun- 
tiiul'.d, but so it woa. They were frequeudy bogstiwi daring 
■y, mid were inseparable during the evening. ISlucIc was a 
requont visitor at Hilton's house, ia company v \tb i-<<rostcr t 
ad was deep ia the good graces of the old couple, lie bh> 
is pipe, nnd listened ioiemly when the old until wa* spinning 
i* yarns, and he had always ft aendy compliment for the old 
After Forrester's doparlare, scarcely a day pa*Ecd with- 
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out seeing him at Hilton's house. For the reasons already 
assigned, he was always welcomed by the old people, and now 
that he had become, as it were, a connecting link between her 
and Forrester, Ellen's sweetest smile was sure to greet his ap- 
pearance. There is something infectious in these old world 
stories, and we are becoming almost as prosaio as our venerable 
informant ; we must put on "more steam," and hasten to the 
catastrophe. Matters went on in this way for many mouths— 
ra the absence of mail-steamers, correspondence with the West 
Indies was then irregular and uncertain. At length one day 
Black made his appearance about the usual time, but with s 
most doleful and lugubrious risage. Contrary to his usual prac- 
tice, he remained but a very short time, but before leaving he 
contrived to slip, nDperceired, a letter into the hands of Ellen 
Hilton. It purported to be written by Wm. Forrester, almost 
immediately after his arrival at Jamaica, and was couched is ' 
the most affectionate terms. He remotely hinted at the preva- i 
lence of yellow fever, and stated that new comers seldom j 
escaped without a visitation of it. Poor Ellen knew nothing 
about yellow fever, but she straightway conjured up to her 
mind's eye a compound of all the most dangerous diseases of 
which she had ever heard, and fancied her beloved exposed to 
this. Many were the sleepless hours which she spent, and the con- 
solations, or assurances, which Black offered to her, only tended 
to increase her anxiety. Most eagerly did she wait for another 
letter, but many weary days passed without the appearance of ' 
the long wished-for missive. Evil tidings are said to travel 
fast, and, 6guratively this is always true, for come when they 
may they como too soon. It was afterwards remarked that 
Walter Black had been seen very early one morning to pass and 
repass through the Weighhouse Wynd in a hasty and agitated 
manner. At length he made up to a little boy and gave him a 
letter, accompanied with some instructions, and immediately 
hurried off to his place of business. This letter was addressed 
to Black, and was written, it appeared, by one who had wit- 
nessed the death-struggle of William Forrester, and who had 
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received the injunctions of the dying man to convoy tlio news (o 
6cotlnnd. Poor Ellen trembled when the Ictler was put into 
if r hands, the seemed to have i presentiment of coming evil, 
and scarcely had she deciphered half-a-dozen lined, until, with a 
hysterical scream , sho foil to tho ground ineocsililo. Her mother 
was speedily at her side, and, in less time than no have taken to 
narrate the occurrence, she was surrounded bjr a conclave of 
old women, e&ch one prescribing a. more efficacious restorative 
than her neighbour. One old woman, either not so ready with 
I prescription us her fellows, or moro curiously disposed perhaps, 
noticed the letter which poor Ellen had firmly clutched in her 
grasp. To release it, and submit it to the general perusal were 
coincident with tho discovery. Such a shaking of heads ensued, 
such an interchange of knowing looks, that it would be hopeless 
in in to attempt to convey an idea of the scene to tho reader, 
unless ho chance to be somewhat conversant with tho phases of 
everyday life as developed by elderly females. After having 
-<l over the letter to the concluding paragraph, they be- 
thought themselves that Kllen was all tho while in a state of in- 
ility. Youth, and n good constitution, preserved her from 
their tender mercies, she gradually recovered to u consciousness 
of what was passing n round her, and to a sense of unmitigated 
misery. Thero was no sympathetic bosom into which sho 
could pour out the feelings of her orer-chorged heart. She was 
surrounded by nominal sympathiser?, and yet was alone iu her 
mistry. Ili-r first feeling, on recovering from hog swoon, was to 
look for the fatal letter, but it was gone, and she saw in a mo- 
in tnl that her cherished secret had becuine cemiuoa property. 
Willi an energy foreign to her nature, she raised herself up and 
begged to bo loft alono with her mother. In harried, but tirm 
words, she told her mother how matters stood between her and 
William Forrester, and expressed her determinatiua Instantly to 
go to his mother's house, and ascertain if tho tidings were 
true. It was in vain that Ellen's mother pointed out to her tho 
tndelic ;u v of Hich a proceeding ; she listened patiently to her 
remarks, but did not swerve one iota from her determination. 
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Tlwir natures appeared to have been changed — the sain 
daughter was now the imperious mistress, and tbo bamoared 
and" petted" mother iris compelled to yield obedience to her 
who, but yesterday, had been docile us a child. Old 
knew nothing of these occurrences, he had '.been sent for, bii 
Ellen and her mother hud loft before ho arrived. Mrs Hilton 
and her daughter did not reach Mrs Forrester's house without 
giving rise to much speculation on the part of those whom 
enoountwed. When they arrived at the honse disappointment 
awaited thorn j Mrs Forrester had left ten days prerioo 
join, her husbiuid in Denmark. Ellen was led home more dead 
than alive, and for many weeks her bright smile never illumined 
Lhe fireside, whore it had bo long been the radiant star. Time, 
luiscalied the comforter, had southed down her sorrows, when 
ihe old wound* were opened up afresh by Water Black being 
formally introduced to her by her parents as a suitor for her 
band and benrt. Long and sternly did she resist, but constant 
persecution was successful, and she consented to pledge at the 
altar a hand to Walter Black, with which wpnt no heart Six 
or soTon months after this ill-assorted anion, Ellen Hilton wa* 
walking on the Shore of Leilh, when her attention waa arrested 
by the appearance of a large ship entering the harbour. Such 
nn arrival naturnlly excite* the curiosity of all residents in & 
seaport town, and Ellen was speculating on tho probable desti 
nation from which it might buve accomplished its safe arrival, 
when she was alarmed to find herself in the embrace of a 
stranger. Stranger ! did wo say ? That stranger was William 
Forrester ! He had landed from the ship while she lay in the 
Roads, and bad been in search of her whuin he prued more 
highly than life itself. He was alarmed at her appearance ; 
when he had lost seen her sho looked like tho lily of the volley. 
over which no breath Lad blown but that which could refresh 
it ; now she looked like that lily when the tierce simoon, or blast 
of the desert, had overpast it and left desolation and death in ilk 
track. Who can picture the agony with which Ellen learned 
hat aoac uf (!i<_- letters she bud received were genuine? Ertu 
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the timt letter was n gross forgery. She had never seen William's 
■writing, aho had failh in his friend, and she was deceived. The 
revulsion was too much for her j that same night she preclpi- 

herself from L«ith pier, sad ere the morning dawn there 
was nailing in heaven over a lost soul ! In accordance with 
the- spirit of the times, the ill -fated Ellon could not be buried in 
consecrated grouud ; according to rule sbe ought tojlm*o been 
buried where foar roads meet, with a stake driven through her 
b'->dy, but the genera! esteem in which she was held saved her 
fair form from thia prostitution. Sho found a final rcsting-ploce 
under ihe carefully tended dower-plot in Little London, where. 
In the days of her happiness, she had dispensed so mu.'h sun- 
shine end juj. And thuB ends the Legend of the *' Maiden's 
Grave." 
• 

Another great eity lent the dignity of its mum- i . 
a somewhat infamous quarter of the town. Babylon 
was the name of a singular pilo of buildings which for- 
merly stead at ttao foot of Tolbooth Wynd. It was of great 

', and had been so patched and repaired, as to present a 

remarkable, and by no means prepossessing appearance. 
U stood apart from any other house, having a narrow Line be- 
twixt it and the west side of Tolbooth Wynd. There must have 
been a corruption ofthe original name, as it appears quite evi- 
d--'tit that Bubtl was the title by which it was first known. The 
be blower of the name must have thought of the great Tuwer 
when he looked at the huge pile*, and tho confusion of tongues 
which prevailed in it, most hove entirely satisfied him that the 
appellation was well bestowed. Babylon was a perfect "refuge 
for the destitute j" for many of the dens within its precincts no 
rents were ever sought or paid, and hence its tenantry was 
always moro numerous than aeleeU Sailors and stragglers from 
Turious countries found refugo within its walls ; it was fre- 
quently the scene of boisterous revelry, and the shouts of noisy 

utes were heard proceeding frura it at nil hours, by day 
and by night. As nuturul consequences, quarrelling [and fight- 
ing were of frequent occurrence, and, it txe&t&oa \fcV»\ns\Ois.^ 
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onr tale. Toan^ iV^her, «s we have said, was the pet of the 
■dps tie circle, and (lie compulsory admired of visitors. Such 
wed time in due course produced its harvest. TUe applause 
ill which lie was sure tu be greeted at liuine gradually lusl its 
• rf. It was expected — it came is n matter of certainly, and 
lice lost much of its charm. Thg yoatfa was liberally supplied 
lh money, and bis precocity now speedily developed itself in a 
w shape. Ere he km fourteen years of age 'i w &* no nn- 
mraon thing for him to be smuggled into the house in a state 
intoxication, Ijdj after his parents believed that he was fast 
tecp in his bed-room. Without quoting the time honoured 
itin phrase, we shall only say that a downward course is usu- 
y a rapid one, and this was strikingly exemplified in the east 
Henry Archer. Very early one morning a police messenger 
oused the household in order to procure bail for Master 
enry, who had been captured for BOOM participation in a noc- 
rrml riot Even then the neales did not full from the parental 
es -, thoy believed his specious explanations, and his first suc- 
ssi'ul attempt at fraud only eoubuldencd liim to persevere in 
B career. It is as unprofitable, a* it would be unpleasant, to 
tail the frauds and crimes whiob lod to Henry Anker btflom- 
g, at the age of seventeen, an outcast from his father'* liou.se, 
ill the associate of felons of the worst, description. Ilia poor 
Dtber did not long bear up against this calamity, her fondest 
tpes were Unfit ad, the dreaded to hear of worse proceedings on 
e part of her favourite child, and she saol broken-hrnrtrd 
to a premature grave. Iu a very short time Edinburgh bccuioe 
o hot for Aroher and his companions. A dating burglary bad 
■on committed, accompanied with groat personal violence, and, 
though he had no share in [he transaction, nlill, as it had been 
rpetrated by those with whom he usually associated, bll name 
is included in the warrant granted for their apprehension. In 
c timca of which we write, if n criminal managed la otleot his 
cape from the immediate BOBDfl of bi> ofinoo, pursuit t'-«r bun 
is rarely thought of, unions, to be sure, there churned to be 
iy thing poUtical or religioui mind up with it; in either of 





take part m all lb* pr»cc«4mf*. Zm their peculiar 
bevuctaHd a ****** rflke a*C" mad «i 
tak« pert m a«j dew* of darkle* wb*» ei^ht bs id 
feWtfh 

Very «bortl» before the »iru» when Archer and* ku 
kH M to Lnth, a amail acn»«ier bad appeared in the 
Sbe had never reported ber**-lf in the harbour, and okmw 
crew bad crcr been seen to oome ashore Wf r 
they went tbeo It was do concern cf the official* to tm 
According to tradittoa, thear paint of deatiniv 
Jti*kyl'jo. and their object in ci>m;n; a«h»re «u u> i 
for the free>trader B>*oU. The captain of this t*\nf 
craft wai a bulky Welshman, a gascuundim* hybrid, half 
man, half pickpocket, who mixed up hit ses flan;: 
singular compound of landlubber phrases, as to &h<>w at once 
the initiated that he was not a genuine "sail" A liqifwfl 
volunteer for this craft was enough far Archer ; he and thnf 
his comrade* at once agreed to make a trip to Eh* soma! of U 
land under the auspices of Captain Jenkins. Two days 
Ihe Eagle left Leith ftiads, a Dutch lugger, nauud the Mi 
drifted ashore on ihe Isle of Mar, ho*in; evidently been plon- 
dcrud and dismantled. There wat qo living soul found on boat* 
trace* of blood wore evident on the deck, and one seaman 
(•jund in the forecastle scarcely cold, whu hud evidently perubat 

mre of a ghastly wound on the buck of his naatt 
fe**Jtlri uviduooo could sviiucd this oatraga with the E.t<jk, 
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a subsequent confession of one of the parties, the fate of 
-ia and ber crew might have been Involved in obseurity 
! final audit The free trader Eagle, of which Henry 
formed one of the ship's company, was neither more ni>r 
1 a pirate, and one of that class most deadly and danger- 
oely, those least expected. When a ship has safely ac- 
led the most difficult part of ita voyage ; when the well- 
ea- marks and head-lauds are in sight, the mariner feels 

home-sickness stealing over him. He is disposed to see 

in every sail, to be listless and restless until be accom- 
the brief distance which aeparatea him from a faalf- 
d. but fondly -remembered, home, and the hosts of news 
eceasarily greet his arrival. It was the practice of the 

Eagle to pounce upon these unsuapecting voyagers, and 
i cup of hope from their lips, while they were dreaming 
is meetings with sweethearts and wives, which were 

be realised in time. 

as he was in guilt, this was a depth of degradation 
\rcher had never contemplated, and, on being sent 
.t North B rwick for fresh provisions, he at once made 
pe, and hurried back to Old Babylon. In the days of 
y degeneraoy he had become deeply enamoured of a 
'oman, the daughter of one of hia father's most intimate 

and his love waa fully reciprocated. Jeanie Maxwell 

of those confiding, loving, and loveable little creatures 
etify humanity. Her feelings toward Archer were not 
ed until he had plunged headlong into vice, and all that 
est afiection could do was tried to wean her from the 
ich Bhe was blindly aeeking to encounter. Long, long, 

pure affection struggle against the manifold proofs 
-*r frienda brought forward, of the worthlesaneas of the 
>n which she had gquandend her heart's treasures. 
,nd unwillingly conviction was forced upon her mind, 

late, alas I she discovered that she had been building 
* of happiness 'on a sandy foundation— that she had 
'ing the wind and must only expect to reap the whirl- 
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nt of the window of the apartment which had been his own 
iroom in earlier and happier times. He had carried up a 
>e with him, by mean3 of which the otner parlies were 
iedily in the balcony beside himself. Old recollections for a 
le restrained him, but, when the window was forced open by 
3 of bis associates, he was not the last lo enter. The scene 
tich ensued is too horrible to be dwelt upon in detail. An 
iffectual search for valuable property having been made, the 
rty proceeded to old Archer's bedroom, in order to compej 
d, by means of threats, to discover where his money was cou- 
iled. Although so hurriedly awakened, the old man at once 
sognised bis son amongst the group which surrounded his bed, 
d gave utterance to a loud scream of horror and alarm, 
arcely had the echo of the scream ceased to thrill on (he ear, 
til the sharp report of a pistol was heard, closely followed by 
engine ned shriek of mortal agony. Either intentionally, or 
*ough accident, Henry Archer had become a parricide ! 
With but small booty the marauders effected a safe retreat to 
ith, dragging Henry Archer with them more dead than alive. 
» traces of the midnight assassins were discovered, and least 
all was it ever imagined that Henry Archer had been one of 
a party. AH traces of him had been lost for years, and those 
to felt any little interest in him, would only have been too 
ppy if they could have been assured that he was dead. And 
sere was be after tbis occurrence ? For many months he wits 
helpless imbecile, asking for nothiog, and seemingly contented 
th such scraps as his ribald associates, in their drunken 
Uritv, chose to bestow on him. Suddenly be cast off his 
anted sluggishness, and for a time, was as forward as formerly 
deeds of rapine and robbery. Occasionally he would absent 
maelf for days from his accustomed haunt, and refused all fo- 
rmation regarding his absence. Suspicion of his faithfulness 
to beginning to be manifested, when be at once disarmed it, 
'proposing a scheme by means of which he satisfied them 
*t a great advantage might be obtained. This was tbe abduc- 
5n of Jennie Maxwell, and holding her safely concealed until 
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h.>r friends consented to pay a handsome eum for hor rails 
. auuli a fiendish proposal could hive originated with \,\. 
i impossible to conjecture, bu: it was at onc>_> embraced, and 
preparations made for enrrymg it into eflVct. Archar 
during tii-'- iirtoious absonoos, bein makine; secret inquiries i 
by m tans of the servant-, bad managed to convey u lell 
ic Maxwell, full of the fondest protestations, and arlii 
that by good conduct in a foreign land be had somewhat at 
l'i bhc MUefl end crimed of Ma <uriier ycuth, He « 
solicited on interview, in order thai lie might be able to 
bar on every point before he mode her friends anp.iv of 
return. The liro of Grst fond love may bo smothered for a 
in the breast of woman, but it cannot finally be quenched 
mp of life has ceased to bum. Jennie Maxwell read 
believed, because she wished to believe. She consented to 
an interview to hor penitent lover at tho Quarry Holes, n. 
top of the Easter I toad, on the second evening after she receive* 
ler. At the appointed time the left her father's bouse, 
accompanied by a faithful servant, and duly arrived at the trj 
ing place. In un instant, before cither she or the servant 
actum puuied her could give any i.larai, she was seized by 
powerful ni Alans, end hurried off toward! Leitb, while 
two took charge of the servant girl, and marched hor off in 
opposite direction, threatening Ler with instant death if 
mnik' the slightest noise. On arriving at dm bottom of 
Canongftie tbi-y dismissed her in solely, and retraced their ,U'p» 
towards Leith . 1'oor J onnie, meanwhile, was dragged along oy 
her brutul conductors, and ultimately kidged in one of the man* 
delta of Old Babylon. If Archer accompanied the party at oil) 
he did not show himself, and it was not until next duy thai, il 
» state cf fearful excitement resulting from continued intt 
lion, he appeared in her presence. What occurred at this 
terviow a as iit vi'T known to human ears. A sound of smotbel 
■geny, followed by a heuvy fall, met lie oars only of th. 
rested listeners, und, on entering the apartment, they 
Jaanie Maxwell In the ogonies of death, while the muiderer 
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R»:ing, in apparent idiotey. it ike ensanguined knife. I 
Un.c was ulfarded them for deliberation. The tiara ■■> «'■•«* 
Owl Babylon w»3 surrounded by 6 military force, a: 
■arraliun became the first law. Immediately on her release, the 
►mint had given on alarm to ihe soldier* on guard at Holj 
>ui th*'^', cither thinking it a fro he, or not being twins* I 
*>«d fc> detach any of their number from the port, refused in 
bier fen*. Early uo the following day a company of military 
lalned from the Castle, and. aa Leith was trie directs/Hi 
J out, Babylon was the first object of ens] 
**nrcb. The uoiae of the military ascending iho Blair en'osed 
Archer from hit stupor. He gave one glance at hi* rtctim and 
lh»n hastened from Ihe aparlraeot Ho ruahed wildly up the 
*a*y it nit rase, and, on reaching the attics, bo opened one »f 
kf windows, and attempted to paaa along the rwd" with U* ap- 
|»»rtot Intention uf reaching the windows which led to a stair. 
sue on thu la of the building. He had procovded 

B-ut a rvrj Utile distance, when some of tbe lilcs ga*c nuy an- 
iini he was burled from out . 

-cacht-d a projecting ledge of rtone at tl 

w*ll*. Here be managed to lay hold uf DM af those old- 

subiojitd projecting stone spouts which curried i.O' ih« mm 

■viler ire-in thu roof. Stupified and i tunned, he was only able 

nti'u l.i'. bold l'«r a second or two; bit grntp relaxed, and 

■"U' won da* bed into tho eiroet, from an immense ht-iglit, o 

tared and ahopt-Uas mass of humanity. 



Easier Road referred to in this laic of willonv was, 
U> 1780 or thereabouts, the principal or ottrian 
betwUfc Edinburgh and Leilh. Il was n vastly 
rt of thoroughfare, however, from what it ap- 
ta the present day. In a print, published in 1651, to 
ilcli wl- have already referred, the Easter Itood, presents a 
It rural appearance. It is uu fenced u:i either side, and, of 
aUogefthftl unacquainted with those hnprvVflUal U 
bare immortalised Macadam. On one side there is 
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My wide expanse of pasture hind, and on ibu other t 
is ,i harvest hVld, bnt ilw reaping operation* app. 
lata interrupted, an.l while one p*i ulluri* 

agreeably occupied in dniuiiip bo the music of a bagpipe, «n 

i are sedulously employed hi ditcussitig the, •* |*ood ihirfAn 
o this life." The entrance into Lenh, nt thp time o 
write, wan by tho Line of Water Lane, and the passu go to 
BUore was effected through the B urges' Close. T»v Jehus <A 
those day* must have been tiy no means contemptible thurioiten ■ 
when they were able to guide their cumbrous and un\ul,lim t 
vehicles through suoh a scries of narrow and tortuous ilk-ys c 
Bavidei the Easter Road there was another higbwaj to L*iJt, 
which, proceeding from the locality n| Lciih Wymi. nnd passing" * 
by tho ancient barouy of Broughtoo, reached the 1'orc by 
"£»nnjtown"Rood. 
The spacious street, as it may now be called, I. D 

was originally what ita name Implies, a narrow foot-pntf 
BMd only for foot-passengers. It owes iu origin to the I", i 
tiom erected by General Leslie, previous to the disastrous battle 
of Dunbar, in 1650. Ou the approach of Cromwell toward" 
Edinburgh, the Scottish army was entronched on the 
ground between Edinburgh nod Leitb ; their noeitiitn woa <lo- 
fended by a redoubt at the latter place, uud aimth 
Gallon Hill, and these were connected by a trench and ; aroprt, 
bead- quarters being; at Brought «n. Tho position app; 
have been chosen with much skill ■, it was ndmir.iWy adapt*! 
for the defence of the towns which it was designed to ; i 
while it afforded perfect security to the army. Unahle to mate 
any impression on the position of the Covenanting general. 
Cromwell woa compelled to retreat, and, had llie Scottish 
been content to follow up Ibe defenalTfl lino of operations 
cannot be a doubt hot " Old Noll " would have been compelled 
to withdraw his jtroops from Sooiland. This, however, 
the place to narrate all the events of this brief cam; 
flee it to say that, iu consequence either of Leslie's caatiow 
tactics being opposed to the opinions of his clerical council el 
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rw. or tbat be kiaaawlf enmiued an error of JndfnrU, th* 
yeocHab army tu Iwepud bo quit its entrenchment! and felav. 
Sots again th* old warrior was seJocad, or coerce-] bj hi* asao- 
cUies, from * secure position, tod ventured a twill* * lik-h rr- 
•ulied in his total ovrrtbruw. the rktorioos van of the rennhh- 
ean army " halting to ting the 1 17th l'salm, while the bora* 
fathered for the chase." Edinburgh tod Leith were immedi- 
mtely thereafter occupied by the victorious troops, but Imt 
trench meats of Leslie were not interfered with, as the; might, 
in the chapter of accidents, become of good service to those who 
bad got poa noosi uo of them. 

This parapet, or mound, from its direct line, very speedily 
became a foot-path between the two towns, wht*n tbe seat of 
war had been removed to a distance. Defoe, who visited HeQfc 
laod in 17*25, describes it as '•» very handsome grovel *alk, 
tweuty feet broad, which is kept ia good repair at the public 
©barge, and no horses suffered to ctune upon U." By degrees 
another path was formed, at the bottom of the mound, * 
sume, and these were known respectively as tbe High and the 
i Low Walk. The houses at Spnug field, near Stead's Plucc, are 
Mid to be on the level of what was known at the Low A 
tbo High portion ha«in^ boon considerably reduced 

arram improvi*moals. When tbe North Bridgo was pro- 
jected, in 1769, bj Provost Druinmund. It was lutein led |i 
an easy access to -Leith, not nn approach 10 the New Town, as 
it afterwards became, and indeed it H all but certain i 
would not bare been proceeded with, had not tbo obrl 
utilitarian purpose of facilitating tiie truffle with Luitti boru put 
prominently in the foreground. As this wa> in r.'Miiv not the 
object of the promoters, no improvement was niudn on " Th« 
Walk" for many years Bubasqueut to thu upeniag of the Boftb 
Bridge. Carriages were then permitted to pass along It, but no 
provision was made for its Doing kept in repair; M , 
consequence was, that while it become the principal thorough- 
fare, It was the most dangerous and difficult for the paosug" of 
wheeled vehicles. In Ibis condition it remained until the bsw 
»o. XVIL 
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pinnbg or this century, when iho present very spacious thm . 
Fara was formed, at a great expense, and a toll erti 
provido for repayment of the outlay and upholding of th. 
way. The toll U now removed, but an obnoxious i;t 
the name of " Custom," is still levied at the same spot, on at 
)*oo(l s proceeding from Leilh to Edinburgh. 

Mr Robert Chambers, in his "Traditions of Ediohi 
describes the glories id" " The Walk " in the youtbfi ' 
of ihit present generation :** If my ri-&der be an inhiilti: 
Edinburgh of any standing, ho must hare nuny deJnjhtlul 
oialinna of Leilh Walk in connection with his childhood. 0' 
all the streets in Edinhnrgh or Leith. the Walk, in fornifr 
was certainly the street foe boys and girls. From top to I 
it was a sctno of w < *rnl« n ; und tnjoyniouis pccolinrly dei - " 1 
children. Besides the panoramas and coravaii-^hmTs, 
comparatively transient spectacles, there were 
shows upon Leith Wulk. which night he considered as regal*! 
Hxtum, and part of the cavalry cousin si'jht* of Edinl 
Who can forget the wax- works of 'Mrs Sands, widow of dw 
lit G. Sands,' which noenpied a high shop opposite 
present Haddington Place, and at the door of which, beside* 

, and sundry birds of Puradise, sat lli 
ijgure of a Utile man iu the dress of a French courtier i 

'me, reading one eternal copy of Uie Edinbur 
Vertuwrl The vory outsidea oP these wonder shops was as 
immense treat -, all alooj; the Walk, it was ono delicious sects 
of squirrels bung out ui doors, and monkeys dressed like i 
aiid sailors, with holes behind, where their tails came thi 
Keen tho half- penniless boy uii»bt hero gut his appot. 
wonders to tome extent gratified. 

Besides being of old the ehoaen place for shows, Leith Wall 
was the Rial to of vlja:tt. This word requires explnnat ■ 
13 applied by the people of Scotland to persons who have b**t 
born with, or overtaken by, a nine miserable prrsoii I 
From one end to the other, L^ith Walk was garrisoned by pu* 
creatures under these eircunifctanccs, who, from huud barrow 
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Heelbaxrows, op iron legs, if peradventure they possessed such 
nijuncts, intreatcd the passengers for charity — some by voices 
■f song, some by speech, some by d riddling, as Barns calls it, on 
tidies, or grinding on hand-organs — indeed a complete con- 
liououa ambuscade against the pocket. Shows and objects have 
Bow alike vanished from the Walk. It is now a plain street, 
composed of little shops of the usual suburban appearance, and 

[characterised by nothing peculiar, except, perhap3, a certain air 
of pretension, which is, in some cases, abundantly ludicrous. A 
great number, be it observed, are mere tiled cottages, which 
contrive, by means of lofty fictitious fronts, plastered and 
painted in a showy manner, to make up a good appearance to- 
wards the street. If there be a school in one of those .recepta- 
cles, it is entitled an academy ; if an artisan's workshop, how- 
%ver humble, it is a manufactory. Everything about it U still 
■howy and insubstantial ; it is still, in some measure, the type of 
**hat it formerly was." 

An " Elderly Gentleman " a few years ago favoured the public 
»ith some of his reminiscences, through the medium of the 
•Ladies' Journal, and from them we quote the following picture 
of the Walk as it appeared in bis early days :— " Leith Walk 
wa» quite a country road, and such a road for holes, ruts, and 
big stones, that at present there is not its equal in Scotland. 
The Black Bull Inn terminated the city. A little farther down 
the village of Picardy occupied the site of Picardy Place. It 
derived its name from a colony of silk weavers from Picardy in 
France, having been located there. The next building was the 
"Half-way House," now incorporated with the bouses of Shrub 
Place. The footpath on the east side of the road was eiyhteen 
feet higher than the carriage way. 

The journey on foot to Leith at night, in those days, was en 
undertaking requiring no little courage. There was no well- 
paved footpath lined with gas lamps and thronged with passen- 
gers, but a long dreary and dark road, accompanied with the 
risk of falling off the footpath and breaking a limb, and, at the 
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Gallowloe, having to pass two or three dead bodies hanging 
chains, creaking dismally in tto gust/ wind. 

lu the daytime there was "Anderson's Leith Stage,'* 
those who wero pressed for time generally walked, as 
stage took an hoar and a half to go from the Tron Church 
the Shore! 

Hera la its picture : — A great lumbering affair on four 
Iho two fore painted yellow, the two hind red, having Forn 
belonged to different vehicles ; it is standing opposite the 
Kirk. The warning bell rings a quarter of an hour biro 
starting t Shortly a pair of ill-conditioned and ill-sixed hack] 
make their appearance, and are yoked into it ; the barnw 
partly of old leather straps, and partly of ropea, bears cridenfl 
of many a mend. A passenger comes and takes a seat — probata 
some denizen of the Crames or Lucken booths — who has sh« 
his shop, and affixed a notico on Iho door to this effect : M Gotsf 
to Lciih, and will be back at 4 of the clock, p.m." 

The " quarter being up," and trie second bell rang;, off sUraj 
the coach at a very slow pace. Having taken three quarters 
an hour to get to the Hilt- way House, the " Bus" sticks fast 
a rut, the driver whips up his nags,— when lo 1 away go ti 
horses, but fast remains the stage t The ropes having bn 
tied, and assistance procured from the ■•Half-way," the Stags 
extricated, and proceeds." 

Coaches were unknown in Scotland up to the year 159 
when it is specially mentioned that one came into the countl 
in the train of tho English Ambassador in that yotr. That tb 
convenience would bo almost immediately adopted by the 
wealthy of the uubility there con be little doubt ; but It is sobs* 
what remarkable that, within twelve years of their first oppea*| 
auco in the country, coaches were established for public uw b» 
tweea Edinburgh and Leith. In 1010 Henrie Andci 
native of Stralsund in Fomerania, offered to bring from tstl 
country coaches and waggons, ■' with hvrae4 to draa\ and 
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sat* to attend them," provided that he was grin ted the exclusive 
ghl to uso carriages on this lino. The application was favour- 
jly entertained, and a royal patent wu granted to him, con- 
ning the exclusive right to run coaches between Edinburgh 
id Leith for fifteen yean, it being expressly stipulated that, 
luring this period, the faro should not oxeood twopence sterling. 
Ue Council records of Edinburgh do not state bow the specula- 
In succeeded, or whether the patent was renewed, 
That Andersen had abandoned the coaching concern beforo 
t«0 is evident from the fact that, in this year, the Edinburgh 
Quncil granted permission to "William Woodcock to fit up " ane 
acknoy eoatoh " for the convenience of the liegoi having coca- 
On to visit the seaport. As this authorisation is very precise 
its details, we may quote it for the edification of tbo reader ; — 

Apud Edm. the ttccnlU eight day vf Sept. 
sixteen Jtwtdred and three scoire years. 

"Grants Uberlie and tolerance to William Woodcock, lait 
jfflcer in Leith, to fitt and sot up ane haiokney coaloh, for ser- 
Ue of his Majesty's lieges, betwix Leith and Edinburgh, at the 
a tea following, vix. : — For the contch hyre up or doun, with 
tit single person, 12 .shillings, if the person desire to go alone ; 
ftd if thnt person who hyres the coatch will wait for another to 
>ngs with him, to pay no more. If three persons go alongs 
lira, to pay no more but 12 pence all the three. If any 
>ns nor three, each man to pay four shil. Scots, for 
■e, and the persons coming up to Edinburgh, to light, 
foot of Leith Wynd, for the ataynes yr. of, and this order 
ttinuc during the Ccunsell'a pleasure allanerlio. But pre" 
always to the said William Woodcock, to serve others 
(tog to and fra the country, to other places, as be ond they can 
fee." 

There [a no further mention of the subject until 1702, when 
°ertain Robert Miller was granted the privilege of keeping 
J u* chaises to ply between the two towns for a term of nine 
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remnnrmtivo business ID the Coaching line, the msgistrawsj 

Edinburgh granted to a company the exclusive rigbl f fl r ^ 

coaches between Edinburgh and Lcith for a p ri 

one year*. Et-ery coach was to cm tain no more thin six W 

sengers, ami the fare was fixed nt 3d. in suram.T. ana" 4d. *j 

winter. Although thus secured in a monopd 

docs not apptar to have been prosperous, f< >r in 1727, die ossm 

pany presented a memorial to the Council, she n 

were liners by the undertaking, and eonspnnently I 

allowed to raise tho fare to 4d. in suinaicr, and 63. 

These charges, even at the increased rate, were very umJrnssf 

when we lake into consideration the state of the roads toll 

traversed, ihe time necessarily consumed on the journey, aaim 

Tcry limited number of passengers carried by each v 

the year last mentioned, the Lei lb Coaching Company samasj 

a heavy loss in consequence of a fire, which destroyed &m 

stables, a number of horses, and their whole stock of prorendff I 

and, under the sanction of the magistraica of Edinburgh, assS 

soriptiou was set on foot iu order to enable tho corapony u> »] 

Samo its operations 

At what timo tho "company" ceased their operations 4i 
not appear, but the burning-out seems to haTe crippled tbcu^ 
greatly that they abandoned the business to private cim 
In a print of Lcith, engraved by Pnut Sandby, and pnbli 
IG51, there is anew of one of tbo "leathern convex 
that time. It is drawn by two horses, preceded by an outriil*. 
and is suspended from a sort of frame -work connected witn usl 
wheels, which must have rendered it * moit nnromfbrtaw] 
means of locomotion. Tho bind whech are enormou^ '• 
reaching almost to the top of tho coach, and it must ha 
qairod a wonderful effort on the part of the driver, who • 
in a cocked hat, to attain his perch. At this dato theTo w*« 
only two of these lumbering machines on the line, and [Il- 
lumed one hour on the journey in cither direction. Writing m 
1779, Arnat states that travelling to Leith, nrd fire versa, bad 
assumed a vastly different appearance, so much so that, lo qneta 
hja words, M ao groat ia (ho concourse of people passing botwooS 
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rgb end LtiCh, bo much arc iUjo coaches emplojcd, tint 
pMt mid recast between these town* lOd tiroes <!■> 
■ ■ ;<• referring to tin* be add*, " But) of these carriage* 
.mr persons, the faro in tumo of tbem ia 2JJ., »uJ la 
a 3u." 
Ac the present day the number of journeys made by Of 
tosses, " constructed to curry 27 passengers/' ji 380 daily, tod 
umber of passengers by Mfih " Liis," taken at the low 
•Teruj-u of 10 each trip, will give 3600 pet day, irrespective d 
il by rail. Within lfa« lust year, from the I 
» oi a littio healthy (SocnpatiUofl, very great impnm- 
liaTC been made in the vehicular transit between the cily und the 

The travellers can now be transported with a 
*f expedition from both North nnd South Lelth, either t 
High Street or tho West Kod of Princes Street, Kdiobntrgk, 
the moderate, charge oi 2d. outside unJ3J. inside. Ne 
and we delicately hint at it, we thick that there ia still room for 
a littla further amendment, both in the construction of the 
vehicles, and in tho manner of service. 

During tho railway mania several schemes were brought for- 
ward to supersede tho omnibus traffic on Leith Walk, of 
these it may be sufficient to mention an atmospheric railway, 
and a subterranean one, which was proposed to be carried down 
under the auriiiei* of the Walk ; it was to be lighted up iu lluu 
style, and, if we mistake not, tho projectors expected to derive a 
rcu-nue from shops uud other plscea of business, which, they 
calculated, would not fail to be in demand ia such an attractive 
locality. A road for foot-passengers was to be formed along- 
aid* of the railway, so that those who preferred walking to and 
from Leiih would bavu the btneflt of a corered promenade all 
the wuy, and, thankful for such accommodation, would, as a 
matter of oourao, rush into tho shops which it was proposed to 
establish. The whole project was as unsubstantial as tho cele- 
brated " Gletimutohkin " Uue, although by no means to produc- 
tive tu the projectors. 



The elymoiitgy of the word Links accma Vo We y ***^. ^ 
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who bare Attempted to grapple with it ; and hence we fi 
generally passed over by topographical writers without dog 
comment. The suggestion wbioh we art about to offer, 
to lis a vory feasible oar, but the decision on this poiut 
left to the reader. From the position which " Links" gen 
occupy, we hare arrived at the conclusion that the na 
corruption of oar word "Inoh," which is derived rVoau 
British Yr.tjS or the Gaelic I nit signifying id island. Id 
of the old records of the town of Aberdeen we find the 
sometimes referred to is the Linches, end sometim 
Linkkts, and this in itself affords considerable colour to the 
position with which we started. Tlie Links, where COM 
exist under this name, are generally to dp f. mnd near the 
shore, as at Burntisland, Leith, Fisherrow, Musselburgh, 
Berwick, and, in former timed at Ncwhaven. Many, or l 
these, may hove been acquired by the receding of the 
end before they became permanently part and parcel of the 
jaceiit land would bo partially or wholly surrounded by t 
at high wilier, and hence they would be known by the t 
name of Inches, gradually corrupted into Lincnes or 
The fact of Brunt stidd Links being situated at a oonskk 
distance from tho sea, militates nothing against oar theory 
U exceptional, and there is nothing more likely than that 
common should be so named, irrespective of its locality, 
formity with the titlo bestowed on all others commons 
vicinity. We believe there exists no doubt of the fact tb 
whole of ; tho Links were, at dd very distant period, 
covered by the sea. Very recently, when a deep excavati 
made on the roadway passing through South Leitb Chore 
a bed of sea-aaud was met with, about ten or twelve feet 
the surface, and if we draw a straight Hoe across the 
from this point, it will bo found to out off the greater porti 
them. Mr Robert Chambers, in his " Ancient Sea Mar 
indeed traces oat former beaches, 125 feet above the 
level of tho spa, in the immediate vicinity of Edinbur 
Mr Flay fair, in his JUuairationi of tfu Buttomia* Th 
ring to the Old Botanic Gatfe*. ut Wft^*\^,*a?|%, 
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i«dLb appear, which would 'carry the difference between. 

>nr. nrri the ancient level of the w» lo more I ban 40 feet 

< ground on which the Botanic Garden of K<liuW*eh ii iitu- 

after a thin covering is removed, consists entire!} of sea- 

very regularly stratified, with layers of a black carhona- 

matter in their liunellsa, interposed between them. ShtlU, 

ieve arc but rarely found in it, but it has every . t Ii. r appear- 

of * sea-beach,*' The bed of sea-sand fouud in Soutli Leiih 

■h-yard afforded uumeroua specimens of she lis, some of 

we pialced up, and they appeared as fresh and firm as if 

bad 'been recently kissed by a receding tide. Our space 

oot allow us to pursue the subject farther, otherwise we 

it have strengthened our argument, by referring lo those 

la which have, from time to time, been formed by rivers 

their einboucbere, in consequence of the body of water, on 

wdioary occasions, forcing oat a new channel for itself, 

rhich islands have retained the name of Inches, as in the 

of Perth, long aflor the channel which insulated them bad 

ly disappeared, the deepeniug 'of the main stream, ur the 

'ill of obstructions hiving recalled the struggling streamlets 

lo parent channel. Enough has, however, we trual been 

to prove that our derivation is neither au overstrained nor 

>ly, «a at first glance, might have seemed apparent. 



In the sanatory phraseology of tho present day, parks or 
recreation grounds, similar to the Links, have been truly 
described as the lungs of large towns ; and those places may be 
deemed fortunate which have long possessed the privilege which 
others aro struggling with much earnestness to obtain. It is 
almost impossible 'to overrate the ad t adages which the Links 
•ft'ord to the dwellers in our dingy closes and narrow lanes. To 
many of our readers, Ukewiae, there may be a multitude of happy 
associations connected with thu Links, but it dues not accord 
with our plan or our purpose to do mere than allude to these ; 
neither is it within our province to point out how this beauti- 
fully situated piece of ground might be rendered picturesque by 
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idkdota introduction of shrubbery. We are I 
leave to other hand* the task o 

,^n)y m-id-lieap oxoresoDces which li 
Oar task is to chroi J sad rr di ; 'itirye»' 

with which they are connected, and, in ] 
plAO, w<- begin with (ho Tradition of the Giant's Kraft 



Such is the name given to ihe lai [AAt) 

the High School, whi.-h is usually -.t.iipil in l 
counts of Loith to have been thrown up l>v i 
besieging the town. In thin case trad 
tory, aud we ^ball cow gi\ 
origin. 

It ib well known that the original fend 
wi: re the Logans of Res! usual reaidenoe. w*» tl» 

little cn-iltf of Loebeod. Beiiiu generally men of bh 
and amhiiioits t(«:np*>r.impiit, ili< \ ruli'd ili.-unl re 
-■I I..-iili r itli (i n d tfiron In those cIuvb tho will 
rfoi represented tin? law, and woe to lli 
attempted to teni-i i:. There wits no need of lawy< 
mKtmdatad n-t — tho dungeon, ur the K 
spoedilr tattled nil the scruples of the serf who did 
il hit first duly '* t >plea.-e the laird." 

Tup representative of the Logan family at the pnd of ti> 
auttconth century was n mnn of expensive huhit?, full of 
ti kai projects, ond one who permitted no obslii. \<> to v 
the way of his desires, which money ur tho sword cuuld i 
Thn inhabitants of L#ith, on all occasions fuir game 
feudal tyrant, were, during bis supremacy, subject lo o< 
spoliation and robbery. I: was not only in mailers of proper!] 
that thn unfortunate feudatories were made to feel Lhe [■ 
tfcia *" bold bad man." The wives and daughters of the burgher 
wcro not unfrcquontly seduced away, or forcibly carried nfft 
Loohend, aud retained there us long as it suited the pleasure- a 
ntpri.v of its haughty lord. 

The principal in-lruuieut of Logan's exaction* on the i&httn 



TALES AHD TRADITIONS OF LEITH. 20T 

iants or Loith, and the faithful minister of his more Brevet 
■wishes, was a certain LudovEc Wilson, a man of herculean pro* 
'■•■portions of body, combined with ft savageness of demeanour, 
which rendered him the terror of the burgher". Whenever he 
allowed his ill-omened mage in the town there was a universal 
tronour, ami every individual crossed himself, and nn doubt 
thanked bis farourite saint, when he saw the bulky savage P*ss 
ris door without entering. 

In the year 1599 their resided in Leith a merchant of fair 
credit and good repute, named John Balfour, who, by xuccessful 
trading with France and the Low Countries, had amassed a 
considerable foriune, and who now left the cares of business to 
bis sons, with whom he resided. He was a widower, and bis 
family consisted of two sons and an only daughter, of surpassing 
beauty, who was popularly known as tho "Fl-iw« of Leitb,'' 
and, as might be expected, was ihe idol of her father and bro- 
thers. Balfour's residence was on the Shore, near the Timber 
Bourse, and consisted of a two storey house, with a stone bal- 
cony in frort, which ran all the length of the building, and was 
easily accessible from the street by means of a short ladder. 
Towards the close of a sultry day in "August, Logan's prime 
minister, Ludovic Wilson, was seen entering Leith. On ordi- 
nary occasions he always appeared to hare a definite purpose in 
view, and went straight towards its accomplishment. Id this 
instance, however, he wandered through the greater part of the 
few streets of which the town then consisted, carrying terror to 
the hearts of many honest burghers who feared that they were 
the victims about to be pounced upon. As the shades of even- 
ing began to close over the town, the burly giant was seen 
wending his way towards the hamlet of Restatrig. When 
nearly half way across the Links he seated himself on the turf, 
and appeared to muse deeply. So deep were his cogitations 
that they seemed to terminate in sleep, for he stretched hia 
htige form at full length on the sward, where he remained for 
several hours. When he awoke the moon was shining brightly, 
although that luminary was occasionally obscured by masses 
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of heavy clouds which were drifting from the westward. Al 
: and shaking himself, the giant, instead of proceed! 
towards Iteitatlrip, slowly retraced his steps in the direction 
L*ith, diverging a little towards the road now known as 
Kaster R<>ad, but which was thee a sort of bye-way throu; 
lipids Seating himaelf on a itona at the corner of tbie read, 
directed many eager and impatient glances in tbe direction 
Edinburgh, and occasionally gar? utterance to adppp-toopd, 
clear and distinct, whistle. He had indulged himsalf in 
way about half-an-hour, when be waa joined by two btroi 
limbed moo, dreamed in the garb of foresters, who, previous 
meeting him, had answered one of his sharp impatient whit 
After a few words of objurgation by Wilson, whioh were list 
to in ailence by tbe other men, the whole party pr< 
silently towards Leith. Tbe clouds which bad only been 
sioiial and fleeting, were now one mass of blackness, and it 
wiib difficulty that the trio could pick their footsteps over tha 
broken and imperfect roadway, On arriving at the corner of 
the churchyard, a brief and hurried consultation wat held, at 
(ha end of which the party proceoded with rapid steps in tha 
direction of the shore, on arriving at which they halted imme- 
diately before the bouse of Julio Balfour. A rope ladder was 
speedily produced by one of Wilson's assistants, anil, after a few 
unsuccessful attempts, it was firmly fixed in tha balcony above. 
After making sure that all was fast, the giant scrambled up to 
the balcony, forced open a window, and for a few minutes was 
lost to Tiew. Scarcely bad he disappeared untU a load shriek 
broke the stillness of tbo midnight scene, it was not repeated, 
and hardly had the echoes died away, until Wilson appeared on 
the balcony, bearing in hie arma a figure enveloped from head 
to foot, and which proved to bo the luckless daughter of John 
Bu1f'<ur. The shriek had produced no response, but fearful of 
an alarm, the giant manifested considerable anxiety to reach the 
ground with bis burden. This be accomplished by sliding down 
the rope ladder, whioh was left whore it was, as it was found 
difficult lo dvUch it} and the party rapidly retreated in 
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alley which led from the spot, Wilson bearing Liis burden 
irently with as much ease as If it had been an unwearied 
L Wa will not follow the midnight depredators farther, 
rn wc to the scene of outrage. Early on the following 
ning the rope-ladder was been depending from John Bal- 
's balcony, and it was at once inspected that there had been 
e foul play going on. The worthy merchant was aroused, 
bis daughter was found to be auiissiug. Suspicion at once 
ited to Logan as the instigator of the outrage; bat how 
this to be ascertained, and who was to beard the lion in his 
? A hasty consultation was held, the brothers of Lucy 
four, accompanied by a number of young men of their own 
who bad sisters or sweethearts, resolved to proceed at once 
xichond, and demand an explanation from its lord. On 
Ting at the castle, tbey were at once admitted within the 
:», and found Logan, even at (hat early hoar, wulkiug about 
small policy which surrounded his residence. In a haughty 
5, he demanded to know why his leisure had been intruded 
n by a band of " villians" or serfs from his burgh of Leith. 
i somewhat incoherent explanations of the brothers Balfour 
e treated with haughty scorn, and the party wore ordered to 
antly leave the castle, otherwise the dogs would be let loose 
u them. Disunited and dispirited, the little party offered no 
tstance to the mandate, but returned disconsolately to Lei Mi, 
ament the fate which had pWcod them in the po* p i-r of such 
•ranu Not to interrupt the thread of our narrativp, it may 
proper to mvulitn here, that after th-j ruin uud disgrace pf 
Logans, Lucy Balfour was found locked up in one of the 
os of Fast (.'untie, another residence of Logan's to which she 
. been removed after her abduction, and where, fortunately 
her she had remained unmolested, In consequence of the 
ver mat ten in which Logan shortly became involved. The 
cr of the Eull'ours and their friends was not loudly ox pressed, 
it was deeply felt, and many attempts were made to wreak 
ir vengeance on tha' nuiuir-ter Of wickedness, Ludotjc Wilton, 
his extreme caution, and his great strength, debad all theic 
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H*v wery few are a war* that, w ail* awn 
«AtUh, aVey are 

star's m saiga* m «kn w u fsts ai sa g * lie oaaa 
ThMpc*ttoaofLWUA3«kK* ^r « n to m 
awaafartwa "Pangs* O i a s — ." ra tfc* aeaih-av« 
dsyrs; ike :coaAfci:«w f.r W._^ct^« PUco, it ui 
EEsttry?f Uuh,saw4 waiiir BUMS ofbVi 
van thrown in. anal want frees «*e enot, twenty 
throe Ww), hit U* awi ErucotwJ Cfcapri. the r* 
fttu boosea woratThaaafd. U W<«^ « put ^ 
mu taw m4 Wmdaac to Uerai*<* Bill. shvst fifty 
the ■wiiw darotered m pwi Qwanmy ef ha 
intermix *d with fragiraat of blankets, wfcieh loU 
a*d tela of banana aftt^. So sooner bad tan 
done i*s work than tec rictisa via harried off to 
* without book or ihrrod," wrap*** up :n the blank* 
be died, the terrer of infection beta- to mitmd tha 
not be allowed for the prrswralioo of a cvCn, eteo if 
tcnefcn had been able to aflbrd sorb am outlay, for 
eetnnd dearest. 

la cocneqaeoc* of the supplication already rtfe 
Magistrates cf Leitb were empowered by Parliament 
aad intranet with (be n amber of ano qnantilie of 
bolls of ait swill, sod that oat or anie aaUar or aelWi 
and, if acid bees, making open doores for that eft* 
were also authorised to trod a begging expedition t 
of the kingdom " be sooth the wstters of Tay,'' bat « 
record of their baring availed themselves of this 
Temporary aid was ail thai was required, for oo do 
nbsJeaeot of the plague, Leila, with the elasticity 
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nmercial towns, would gradually, but steadily, recover from 
I blight of this twofold calamity. 

Tht» Links was long and early associated with the game of 
U(S<x>ttice, gowff). This game, indeed, though not unknown in 
(gland, must be classed as a somewhat local Scottish game. 
Si usually described as a national game, but this is altogether 
nistake, as it has, from the earliest accounts we have of it, 
■■ almost, if not wholly, confined to the east and nortb-east 
1st of Scotland. " It is best played," so says a competent 
ihoritv.* on ' low sandy Hats or downs, interspersed with 
locks, probably in all cases of wind-driven materials * * * 
d for which no other kind of ©round is^adapted." So far as 
t knowledge extends, the game is nil but unknown in the West 
il South of Scotland, and hence It has no proper claim to bo 
idered a national garae.f As a metropolitan favourite, 
ever, and, as a "royal and noble sport," it presents some 
s to nationality which wo do not moan to disregard. 
e earliest authentic notice we have of golf is in 1457. when 
[Act of Parliament was passed J prohibiting its indulgence, 
t it should interfere with the spurt of archery, the b»w 
Dg, at that period, the great military weapon, qhJ one with 
Ici it was neceisary that the whole body of the people shoul I 
t&ore or less familiar. The invention of gunpowder changed 
aspect of affairs altogether, the enactments against golfing 
Xme dead letters, and the game very speedily became a 
kurite pastime with the nobility and gentry of Scotland. 

Mr Robert Chambers. 

T'lt© game seems te have been introduced at Stirling pretty 
y, doubtless by parties connected with the Court, for we fiud 
be Register of the Kirk Session of that town, under date 1621, 
I a certain " David Hairt, prente'is to Gilbert Bahup, wrycht, 
(Feat prophanition of the Sabbath in playing at golf in the park 
Lhe Sabbath afternoon in tyme of preaching," for which he was 
j mulcted by the Session. 
James II., Pari. 14, c. 64. 

*o.xvin. 
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Early in tlie reign of June* VL, the trade of club-nnti&g 
appears to hare become one of considerable emolom *i 
few who were then engaged in ir. By "one Uttel 
Majesty, dated Holy rood House, 4th April 1603, 
May ne, bower, burgess of Ediuburgli," is declared to be "Ail- 
ing all the days or bit lyf-iime. muster fiedger, bowei 
and ffticr-mnkor to hu liienou, alsweill for g&mo us weir." It .j 
would appear that, at thia period, although the game of gul 
was extensively patronised by all ranks of society, there ten 
not tone found in Scotland workmen cunning enough to miMW- 
racturo bbll't.aiid the*cworc actually imported from Holland TW 
manufacture of tlicia was made the subject of a special eaactmrti^ 
and certain privileges were conceded to various individuals. 
order to promote a home manufacture, and keep "i . 
oar own mills." In tho preamble of thbdet'd, it is stated 
there ia no small quautitie of gold and silver tramp 
oat of his Hieness Kingdom of Scotland, for buy: , 
hriili."," and Scotland was certainly in no condition, at thnt 
to afford a largo export of the precious metals. 

A miter in the Scoh Magzaito, fjr May 1792, waxes 
rpienl on the subject of golf, he says : — " Eren kings then 
did not dooliat this princely sport ; and it will not bo dit 
ing to the Society of Edinburgh Golfers to be inform*! 
the two last crowned heads that ever visited this couuir*, u 
^o practice the gnlf in the Links of Leith, now occupied by ; 
Society for tho sumo purpose. 

' King Ohnrlea I. vtas extremely fond of this exercise ; 
it is said that wheu he wns engaged in a party of golf on 
Link i of Lelth, a 1 titter was delivered into his hands, 
gave him tho first account of the insurrection and rcbe 
Freland. Ou readiug which he suddenly called fur his 
< Ml cningon one of his attendants, and in great u\ 
drove to tho palace of Holyrood House, from whenc- 
he sot ont for London. 

"His royal brother, the Duke of Tork, afterwards Jam** 
wna net less attached to this elegant diversion. Tn the J 
tC9t and 168S| being then C^rnmissioner from the iiing to 
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rhilo the Duke resided atEdinburgh. with his Duches?. 

ighter the Princess Anne (nfterwirdfl Queen Amici, 

cnurt was kept st the palace of Holyrood House, lu 
;hc prinoipol nobility and gentry resorted. The Pake, 
a bigot in hia principles, was no cynic hi his maunors 
wares. At (hat time ho seemed to have studied to moke 
popular among all ranks of men. Bolls, plays, masquer- 
D., were iniroilncetl for the cnlertaiuiueut of both seiea ; 
, for the first time heard of in Scotland, was given as n 
- the Princess to the Boottilb Indies who visited at tbo 
lo Djke, howerur, did rot confine himself inertly (o 

within dorrs. lie was frequently seen in a party at 
ie Links of Leith with some of the nobility and gentry, 
pmber,'' says Mr Tytler of Wuodhonilee, ll in my youth 
often conversed with an old man named Andrew Dick- 
olt'-dub maker, who said that, when a boy, he used to 
he Duke's golf-clubs, and to run before him and &n- 
wbcrci the bftBfl fell." Dickson was tbon porformih - 
what is now commonly called ajbrccdie. 
Is a gaum most admirably adapted for all ages of the 
nry. It oft. nU excitement enough for tho younger 
while it con bo managed with tbo case and co-.- | 
eel befit ataid elderly gentlemen. Unlike eriokcl, 
games, requiring great personal activity and exertfa 
i played with the utmost gravity and dflUbMttlOa Ud 
Id not in any way detract from the dignity of •• noblfl 
Tied individuals "bo Inilulgel in tin. ncr.in. 
ed Lord President Forbes was a mum eirJiusljutio 
,nd would not forego his favourite aimiBf merit, tvtn 
10 Links were covered with nuow. In a MS. Journal, 
Culloden Bouse e lit Nu* . Im 

This day, after a vrr^ hard pull, I gnt the better of my 
Link*, [f hi "'.In i 

is at that, U 

Id Iankl wo 

it well adopted for it,uH«<l<* 
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for tbia purpose until comparatively modern times- In & pueo 
entitled "The Goff," written by Thomas Mathison, who wal 
probably the laureate of tbo fraternity, and published iu 174 
wo tind the Links of Lei: L thus alluded to — 



" North from Edinn, eight furlong* and rnr.ro, 
Lies that famed field on ForthVs sounding shore 
11-,'tir Caledonian chiefs fur health resort, 
Confirm their sinews by tbo manly sport. 

In the year 1744, the "Edinburgh Company of C 
won origiuated under (he patronage of the magistrates 

liur. previous to that date, two private societies h«i! 
been established under the title respectively of the "Edin- 
burgh Burgess '' and the '-EruntsBeld Links." An art 
was passed by the Towu Council in March 1714. " appealing 
their treasurer to cause make a silver club, of £\5 value, 
pUyed for on the Link* of Leith. the first Monday of April 
onnuolly." Except during the years 174C and 1747, this club 
was regularly played for, end the victor was required "to ap- 
pend a gold or silver piece to the prixe." The wrifpr. wh 
hare already qu«Hod, saya thul " there arj row (1 792) upj 

about 44 silver balls, bearing the names of ih 
conqueror a." The winner was styled Captain, and was 
dent of the company for the your. As a further BBOOWg 
the company themselves gore two annual prixes to be ; 
fur. (he oue o silver cup vnlm* LCD guineas, on which were M 
graved the winner's name, and his armorial bearings, w 
m&lftbll inscription. Tbo other prize was a gold medal, 
tu the best player, to be worn for a year, or for so many 
as he could main lain his super! .ritv. 

In 1768, twenty-two members of the company PubacribH 
£30 each fjr the purpose of building a houso where the meH 
in.,-; uf the Society might be held. Accordingly a piece 
ground wu fcittd from the magistrate- 
■OUtA-weit corner of the Links, near the font of the East* 
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3, on which a " Goal' House" was erected, and Tested in 
iiti trustees fur tbe bfhocf of tho whole subscriber 1 -. In 
i, ihe '• Honourable Company of Golfers" was incorporated 
charter from the magistrates of Kilinburgb, and for many 
3 nfterwnrds the meetings of tho club, which comprised 
e of the most eminent men of the time, were regularly held 
ettb, lor recreation on the Links, and for oonTiviality in ihe 
'House. Somo of our elderly townsmen delight to descant 
he rising generation on these bright days of golfing ; and it 
uite a treat to witoees tbe gusto with which they describe 
' some of the more enthusiastic players, after being strength- 
1 by a good dinner, and a liberal allowance of wine, would 
I (heir appearance in fruit of tho Golf House, and play a 
ort holo " by the light of lanterns borne by obsequious 
es. Evil days, howprer, were ropidly approaching. Some 
igo on tho surfnoo of the Links, rendering them less at trac- 
es playing ground, combined with a change of tastes, led to 
gradual abandonment of tbe Links by tho Edinburgh 
tors, and, about eighteen years ago, it was found necessary, 

tho atnto of tho funds, to disposo of the golf house and fur- 
■c. This was accordingly done ; and such was the apathy of 
members, that tbe portraits of old and esteemed players 
h adorned tho walls, together with various paraphernalia 
aging to the Company, and which possessed a traditionary 
&, were sacrificed fur tho merest trifles. Sereral attempts 
I since been made to revive the ancient spirit, but inelfectii 

and although occasionally we still see (lower* upon tho 
d, tbey exhibits but a faint shadow of u tho glory which halli 
In " Kay's Portraits " there is a sketch of a golfing 
usiast, named M-Kdlar, who wia so jealous a player that 
lent from morning to night on BrunUfield Links, playing 
imself when he was unable to secure a companion, and m : 
t-ipieutly ho was found, all alone, ploying "sbori holt ' by 
i light. His wifo was so annoyed by his all-absorbing n-«- 
, that, OQono occasion, sho carried his dinner and a I 
to him on the Links, M'Kcllar was so hotly engt 
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what was to him (be business of hie life, that he apparcn 
not discover the intended satire on bis proceedings, bu 
good-humouredly nod cooly observed to hi* belter hull", in 
might wait if fiho choose, until tho gnmo was decided, lor 
sent he bad do lima for dinner. Happening to be at Li 
day, where his fame as a golfer was not unknown, M'Kel 
into conversation, in tho club-maker a shop, with a iiua 
>; lass-blowers, who wero speaking very largely about 
science iu the guise of golf. After bantering him for 
time tngivethcin a*peunn?ii of his skill, a young man from B 
€old Licks opportunely made Vab appearance. u By gr 
gentlemen," exclaimed M'Kellar, whose spirit was 
" here's a boy and I will play you for a guinea." The o 
was accepted, and, iu a match of three games, the 
bio wars were thoroughly defeated. The old man was in 
stacy, and, without waiting fur payment of the bet, which was 
secondary mutter in his estimation, he ran off td the shop of 
dab-maker, announcing tho joyful newt, — " By gracious, gentle- 
men, the old man and the boy hav« beat (hem oil the green 1 " 
Thus far for golf or it was. Nearly fire and twenty years age, 
tho historian of Leilh complained that g>lf playing had "grit-; 
rously degenerated from its pristine character," and that " the 
solitary parties of players which may now occa* ioa ally be steal 
wandering over the Link*, go through the business of the gfltne- 
witb a coldness and heartleasnoss cf manner, which soffieit-utly 
announces that the true and ancient spirit of the sport is gone." 
Sorry are wo to say that we cannot giro any brighter Lints 
to thia melancholy picture. Tho golfers are even more raw 
now-a-days, and they bnt too evidently consist of part ios who 
ure only learning to play. A veteran occasionally pops iu among 
them, in a ghost-like fashion, and shows ihera what a good 
stroke is, bat with those rare exceptions, they are loft wholly to 
their own devices, and the chances are that they will prove but 
iudifleretii players, even should their perseverance curry the hi 
over tho period of probation. Such is the deplorable dec 
cS the present day, that wa hare actually met with people in 
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who did net know what the game of golf wo*- For t!i>- 
of the "auld towo," however, wo are bound to state that 
parties were recent importations from the West, andi 
hpnefit of such, we ^ive a brief description of the 
and tho implements with which it,J3 played. 
e club lias & straight handle about four and a half feet 1 -.n^, 
usually made of asli or hick >ry. Thecurved part, made of 
or applclree, is a separate piece a tt *ched to the handle, faced 
horn at the striking place, and backed with load to give it 
t. The ball is "small and very hard. The beat are | 
thar, stuffed with feathers, although gutta-percha i 
g 9 *ery common sulnii lute. Tint game consuls in driv. 
the balls into certain hofofl in the ground, and hu who 
a^L-s this in the fewest strokes ^aiiis the victory. In " sink- 
oif," a nervous stroke is required, and when near *' the hole," 
a steady hand and a good eye are indispensable. 

In coanoction with the Links, it in worthy of notice, before 
we dis alias the sabject, that, in 16fi5, they were, for the time 
being, the pnriab Gkurrh of South Lotah. Cromwi'H'n Lieutenant 
Governor beiug dissatisfied with tho preaching of tho miiiititer. 
i«cd the summary power with which ho was rested by 
itit* up the pariah church, and compelling (be people to 
hip the God of their fathers wherever chanco or rimim- 
atancos ntTorded them an opportunity. It is very likely that the 
clergyman of the time would fco! disposed to mix up with his 
.general exhortations allusions to passing events, which would 
not be altogether palatable to the existing authorities, and hence 
the exercise of his arbitrary power. For a considerable time 
divine service was performed in the open air on tbo Links, sub- 
ject, of course, to the very strict surveillance of the fro' c dor's 
evangelical troopers. When duo punauco had been performed, 
lad wheu a humble petition had been presented to the Lord 
High Protector, tho keys ef the church were returned to the 
parishioners. 



motto of Cromwell's troopers seems to hare been "thi 
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Sword and tho Word," a free paraphrase of his reported i 
UoB, previous to the engagement at Dunbar, " Foor God 

yiur powder dry." No sooner hud tho sword d 
work, tbaa the fierce enthusiasts made provision for the • 
of God according to their own ideas. When General I 
bad ^ot complete possession of Edinburgh, he demanded 
the Council should appropriate to him " the Easi Kirk of 
burgh, being tho special Kirk, tod best in the town, ft) 
eii rviso at gormon." The church referred to must tun 
part of the Cathedral, but it does not appear, although, 
Council instantly granted tho application, that the Genera 
held fonh to nn admiring nudienoe. According to Mr \V 
in hit "Memorial* of Edroborgbf" 'he pnlpit was lb 
occupied by " weill giftit" captain*, lieutenants, and troop 
ua well act occasional English ministers, while Mb 
troopers taught in the Parliament House, and like com 
places cf assembly." 

In the Ilistorj of Leith it Is Hated ou the authority of 
tion, that Cromwell converted South T*eith Church into a 
for hid troopers ; that, this was done by his authority we i 
deny, he was too politic a soldier thus needlessly to irri 
people be was so desirous of conciliating:, but we eoufes 
thp authorities aro too strung for us us regards sueh deed 
iog boon done in his name. In the " History of the Chu 
Parish of St Cuthbert," it is affirmed that the troops 
public made it "a klud of barrueks for one of iheir cowp* 
and while the garrison of the castle destroyed tho wn.i 
roof by their artillery, the enthusiastic soldiers oi Croo 
destroyed every article in the Interior, leaving nothing r 
ing of the new kirk, and very little more of Ibe old, but 
walls, whilo tho ministers worn forced to abandon their 
and seek refuge in another part of the country." 

• * w • « * 

"The first meeting of sostion after tho&o commotions w 
in Edinburgh on tho 10th of July 1651, at which Mr 
presided. This was ' tho first icaaione,' soy the minutes, 
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a« Upipt'i! aft it* our spfttf'rin^, in the mid churche i 

i , io respect our churcbo was spoyhd ninl ruimu*=. ihtti 
icr preachin nor seaaiono could be holden tham 
We have already mentioned incidentally, that South Until 
Churcli was ahut op by Cromwell's Town Major, in onuAoqurnce 
of some plain speaking on tho port of tbo clergyman. This 
stretch of power was very annoying lo the inhabitant.*, and it 
appear*, fr»m the Records of the Kirk Session, that great efforts 
ware mads (o obtain a reversal of tho order, and which was at 
length accomplished. 

The first notice of the mailer is a brief detail of the ci renin - 
stances, to this effect— 

" While Oliver Cromwell's troops lay in Leitb, Major Pearson, 
Town Mujor of tho Garrison, came to James Storcnsone, church 
treasurer, by order of Timothy Wilkes, Governor DefJUl 
requested the keys of South Lelth Church door from him, in- 
forming bim that tho Deputic Governor would not suffer uny 
Scota minister to preach there till further orders." 

Oa the 30th May 1655, the Session presented n petition to the 
Depute Governor, requesting permission to have the use of (ho 
ahurch, 

Oa tho 2nd August, they requested tho Governor to ' I 
the port to be open on the Sabbath-day, Irom seven nVlurk In 
die morning till two o'clock, for out-going of the people 1 to MV- 
laoa in tho Link".*' After several other movc-u.- 
resolvtd, on the 1st of November, that a petition should be Mftt 
to the Lord Protictnr, supplicating his Highness for thotr 
church. The city of Edinburgh was asked to givo its oounto. 
Banco to the petition, and it was agreed that, until tho chureh 
tvas recovered, there should be reyulur preaching at Ili.Mhli ijt. 
On the> 17&h of the same month, "the Session and n< right] 
adopted the potition drawn up by Mr John Hogg Ihi 
It does not very clearly appear whether or not this potition *»» 
sent ofT at the time It was adopted, or whether it is tho same 
document which is >pnken of in a minute of the ltfth ■ ■' 
fyilovt ing. On that date it was unanimously agreed that " tho 
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i mid be sent op to England *' lu ll ■ 
> Church, as there is no place to mewl 

The sealous pleading of the Session was at length «uc««afB»l 
and ih.-y were permilled to rasu 

ih, having, no doubt, pledged thein9«lve* that llic puipil 
triiiitiu should lb' 
to the republican authorities. 

To reiurn to the ammemcota of oar f .rofathcrs, there is «w 
(u nlucb ire would refer, the departed gl<iry of which hut i 
gret, we mean horse-racing, nevera very fAvonriteam 

Band, It has exiBted rather than flourished, and, but ftf 
i In countenance afforded to it by some of (he arutooraey, would 
rery likely, long ere this lime, have disappeared from our un- 
congenial northern latitude. The courses of Cupar and Lei id 
appear to hare been tlio most far .g localities darisg 

the earl}' pari of the sou'iitveu ih century, the one beiuK indebted 
for iu Dame and funis to it* propinquity to the palace of Falk- 
land, and the other to that of Huljrood. Previous to tho tia» 
of James VI., horse races were bui little known in Scoilutd, 
and if the aMtuencnt was not introduced from England ly that 
monarch, it certainly received much countenance from h.m. 
The first mention we find mode of the Cupar course la under 
date 1621, iu which year an * Indenture " was entered into by 
three noblemen for a race on this course, and, as it is rather a 
eurioue document, we give it as it appears in tho Miscellany of 
the Maitland Club ;— 

" Auric ludontour of ane Horse ruUe betuix my lord 
Mortonn, Abereornc, and Boyde, 

Tho erle of Mortoun obleissis hinuellF to produce George 
Eutherfuirdis Barb Naig : The erle of Abercorno ohlelssls him 
to produce his gray Nuig : My lord Boyde obleiseu him to pro 
duco his bay horse : upon the conditiounis following. Thay ai 
to ran tho first Thuirsday uf November niaiocum, threi met 
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•rlcu of Cowper raise in Fyft"; The waidger to be for cuery 

tone leu dowbill Anegellis. The foirmcst burse to win iln- bull 

ihrctty, ilk rydare to be. aucht aoottis stane wpcht. Ami the 

foiftie cot copipoflranJ, or rofaissaad to consign tbt waUftf, 

•I Tnderijo tbe foirfaltour of this sowme, and that money four- 

bI be added 10 the staik t«» be lane away by tbe wyuner. 

Fordefj we deelair it to bo tecum to ony gontilra an t< pi 

•ae horse, and the tike waidger, and th-iy sal be woleuiu. 

lilt with all our hands. Ai Qaiumlltoune, the fyfleine dtj 
igvst I6S 

*' Mnrfniin. 
Alien 

Boyd." 

(rf tbo Bostorntinn, however, saw the brightest day* 
ih "Turf." The whole country was in a fever oj 
exciU'iutiii. inul hurM'-racing, singularly enough, was the 
afety-nlvp through which it made its twmpe In the History 
of'Lcith this period is assigned as the origin of Loith Races, 
dm this is evidently a mistake. In tbe Mvrciuiui Caledonian, 
published in 16fil, they are spoken of as "our accustomed 
recreations," which shows that at this period they were BO 
novelty.* In glancing orcr tbe pages of the short lived old 
oewapaper, to which we have referred, it is curious lo remark 
the prominence which horse-racing obtain* in it. In what may 
bo called the editorial portion, the following notice of Lftltfa 
Baoes in 1GC1 appears : — * Our accustomed recreations on '.lit 
Sands of Leiili wuamuoh hindered because of a fariuus storm of 
winde, accompanied with a thick snow ; yet wo had some noble 
gamesters that were so constant to their sport, as would Dot lor- 
beare a designed horse match. It was u providence the winde 
was from the sea, otherwise they had run a hazard either of 
drowning or splitting upon Inobkoith. Tlii* tampost was 

teU stated in Chambers's Jonrncl on what authority we know 
., _.wt at this time there were races at Leith tTery Saturday. 
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nolhiog inferiour to lhat which wns lately in Kaiifcncsse, 
a bark of fifty tuna was blown fitly furlongs up into the 
uml would have gone further, it\il bad Dot been arrested b) 
steepness of a lur^o prom on tor y." The few ndverttsen 
which appear in this paper arc very noarly all about 1 
races. The stylo of ihem is so curious and characteristic, 
we mum crave iho Indulgence of the reader while wequutt i 
of Ihpm. Cupar, of which we hava olrendy spoken, comes ' 
in this fushiou ; — " Advertisement — Iho famous horso ooui 
Cowper in Fyfe, which, by the iniquity uf the times, hath 
so long buried to the great dissatisfaction of our Nobility 
Gentry, is to be run conform to tho institution upon the si 
Tuesday of April ; there ia a considerable number of hora 
carry on the work of the day; among others a Way wot 
Polonin hath a Tnrtsrian hirse. This noble gentleman 
pleased to como to this notion to congratulate our happj 
stnuration ; and it is desired that ouch curious gallants as c 
from Foreign nations, to see the course, that they du n 
others formerly did, sleep in the time of tho solemnity. 1 ' 

There is something peculiarly orouring in tho wording o! 

advertisement. The inn/m/ij vi the times has prpveutei 

rjamtoitifj usual on such occasion*, and Walters aro spa 

enjoined to bo wide-awake, and not slumber during 

"solemnity." 

The good folks of Lansrk claimed a high antiquity for 
race course, their advertisement was as follows : — "'Ad* 
ment — Tho horse race of Lanark instituted by King W) 
above COO years since, but obstructed these SO years b 
ioiqpJtj of the limes, is now restored by Sir Juhu WH 
Fouldon, as being loath so ancient a foundation should pe 
and for that effect ho hath given gratis a piece of plato c 
accustomed value, with a silver fceil uud saddle to the &> 
and third horse ; it is to be run the third Tuesday nt May 
Reluctantly passing over similar announcements from 
dington, Jedburgh, Selkirk, and Inverness, ail tffering " c 
coursers, Sects oud English," we must return to mr t< 
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lath Races. With such a fine piece of ground as the Links at 

bar diiposal, it seems strange why the managers of the Races, 
■fcoald hare inadp choice of the Sands for their "accustomed 
ttoreationa." Beaidcs being generally ill-adapted for the pur- 
ple, the Sands could only be used during the reflux of the tide, 
and this most hare greatly interfered with the conrenience of 
those gentlemen who were determined to overcome the 
"iniquity" of the times by the establishment of horse races. 
Possibly from its neighbourhood to Edinburgh, the " institution " 
of Leith Races was for many years a sort of land-murk in the 
social history. People congregated there from the most remote 
farts of the country ; it was a sort of trysting place, not for a 
parish or a county, but for a kingdom. Some of the most noted 
celebrities of their day were certain to be found on Leith race 
coarse, aid the solemnities were iucomplete without their pre- 
tence. 

The well-known " Laird of Macnab," who was pretty nearly 
tte last of his cUss, was a regular attendant of Lvith Ruce*. 
Ud there is rather a characteristic anecdote told of him in con- 
nection with them. On one occqs'iou he bad figured utt the 
coarse, mounted on a sheltie, which suddenly dropped down 
dead. At the races in the following year, a would-be wag, who 
had witnessed the catastrophe, rode up to Mucnub and said, " is 
•hat the 6ame horse you had last year, Laird ? " 

'■No, my fine lad ! " replied the Laird, " but this is the same 
whip i" and he was about to apply it to the shoulders of the 
querist, when he saved himself by a speedy retreat. 

In those apochryphal days, spoken of as the "good old 
times," Leith Ruces lasted for nn entire week. There were 
(date and cups to be run for to a considerable value, and such 
important matters had to be managed with all becoming deli- 
beration. The Magistrates of Kdinburgh, attended by the 
** City Guard," countenanced the proceedings, and the festivities 
were considered worthy of embalment in the pages of Robert 
Ferguson. It was usual for one of the city officers, in gala 
dress, accompanied by the drummer of the city guaid, to form a 
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procession of two, (he former bearing aloft on the end of a 
u gaily ornamented puree, staled the city purse, nod she 
*<>•■ '.hind him after the most approved 

This of course was sufficient to attract all the tn^-rag-and. 
tail of the eity, so that by the time the procession 
l.v'itb, it hail swelled into a goodly mob of ragged urchins 
m'M'im't 1'iMui; lads, who gave full tcopa to their prop* 
as soon as ihey had reached the Sands. Our ipat 
permit ua to enumerate tbo varied and rnlaablo " purses' 
were run for, from the king's of 100 guineas, down to tin 
" subscription " fur beaten horses ; nor can we do more 
touch upon the multitude nf minor amusements which ae: 
fill up the internals between the races. These consisted 
^ows, wheels of fortune, nod rowlcy-powlcy in euJleas tarii 
and last, though not least, whole streets of drinking-booths 
tents. Suffice it to say that for an entire week the town was 
one continued scene of racing, drinking, und fighting ; and the 
rjraxta were usually concluded by a geueral demolition of the 
booths, and a promiscuous fighting match amongst, those who, 
in spite of nhiiikey and previous pugilistic encounters, were still 
able to keep their legs. That anybody, save the most de- 
graded, should have regretted the abolition of these saturnalia 
may seem rather strange, but nevertheless It is the fact, thai 
when those rccos wt-ro transferred in 1B16 to the vastly superior 
course at Musselburgh, many otherwise very sensible men spoke 
as if a serloos' blow had been struck at the prosperity of the 
" auld toon.' 1 That amusements of such a nature, and prolonged 
for such a length of time, must have been productive of mu> 
evil, direct and indirect, cannot, we think, be for a mi 
doubted.* 



• The races wcrore-eatobltshod on the Sands in 183*1, and 
tinned to be held annually until the year 185G, when, through 
refusal of the Magistrates and Dock (.' 1 1 to NnotlOft 

erection of drinking booths and similar pernicious con com 
and from tha niKiiiublenessof thesandsasarnceconr«e. 

they were brought 10 an end, aoi a year too ioou for the pi 
good. 
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| la early times tho Sand*, unobstructed by h'uso building 
^Hftsfo* or rendered noxious by chemical impurities, were a 
Lawvri'.e place of exercise with the equestrians of the metro- 
A ride to Lcith, and a gallop on tho sand*, having tho 
■footage oF bring considered bolh a fashionable and a const) 
■atonal indulgence. At the beginning of the fast century tbu 
b» lying strip of land between Leith and Portobello, including 
Be crcoler part of tho ground on which tho latter town 
laWl;. was u waste and barren corxraon, called the Figgato 
Blfcts, remarkable for little save its bleak unil cheerless extent 

'I Time and stunted herbs fje, > n tbe immediate viein I 
^■tikVinclofcd and fertile land. The namo is aometiir.es v. 
Irrigate " Whins, and fanciful tlyuinl'ipists bare cndearouied 
P> account for H by the supposition thai a vessel of war bad, on 
#JMie occasion, been wrecked in their Ticinity, but, while wo 
'past allow that this is looking il,c most of the matter, we think 
'ptis jumping tuo rapidly at a conclusion, upon very unsati&fao- 
•rounds. Tho Figgate "Whin* aro assigned by tradittou an 
laa Bocae of an interview between Cromwell and the leaden of 
l he Scottish army, previous to the battle of Duubur > and on the 
«*ice authority, it is staled that Wallace and his followers con- 
cealed themselves her?, while preparing for their attack on Ber- 
*»ick. That the "Whins" afforded great f.ioilitie.i for smugglers 
** beyond all doubt, and tbal iliey were the resort uf those 
minions of the moon/' usually described as footpads, is equally 
'^disputable. In eoroparatively recent tiroes, parties wl 
'iacasion to journey. from Portobello to Leiih, with money in 
their charge, mude every preparation as if they expected, as a 
ttatter of course, to bo overhauled by a highwayman. Tho tro- 
1 ditioa regarding the stealing of a judge on Leith SumU rests on 
better authority than those relating to Cromwell ami Wallace, 
anil is thus related ia the Notes to the Minstrelsy ol'lho BootUth 
Border. Apart from being a good illustration of the spirit of 
tbo times, it furnishes as with a somewhat novel mode of settling 
an action at law. 

ic Eul of Traquoir, when Lord High Treasurer 
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land, had ■ law -auit of some importance before the Com* 
Session, end he had every reason to believe that the ji 
would turn upon the opinion of the presiding judge — Sir 
ander Gibson of Durie— who had the casting vote in the case 
an equal division among his brethren. The opinion of the 
sident was known to be unfavourable to the Earl, and it 
most desirable, therefore, to keep him out of the way when 
case should come on for trial. Had it been an individual 
less note there would have been no manner of difficulty in 
complUhing this, but some degree of caution was necessary: 
depriving one of tho highest legal functionaries of his liberty, 
matter for how brief a space of time. In his difficulty, op this! 
point, the Earl had recoursu to a person named Christie's Wit,: 
a border moss-trooper, and a lineal descendant of the celebrated 
John Armstrong of Gilknockie. This was a job quite in tbs 
marauder's way, and he unhesitatiugly agreed to kidnap the 
President, and detain him in safe custody so long as was neces- 
sary in order to accomplish Lord Traquair's purpose. Oo 
making the scrutiny regarding the judge's movement*, it was 
found to be his regular practice to take a daily constitutional ' 
ride, on the Sands of Leith, unaccompanied by an attendant 
During one of these excursions CnrisLie's Will, who had long 
watched for a fitting opportunity, ventured to accost the Presi- 
dent and engage him in conversation. The address and lan- 
guage of the Border freebooter were so lively and amusing, that 
the President was unsuspectingly decoyed into the middle of 
the Figgate Whins. To his great surprise the luckless judge 
was here suddenly attacked by his companion, who dragged 
him from his horse, muffled him up in a large cloak, which he 
had provided for the purpose, and rode off with him, trussed 
up like a bale of contraband. Will crossed the country 
with great expedition, by paths only known to persons of his 
description, and deposited his weary and terrified burden in an 
old Peel in Annandale, called the Tower of Graham. The 
judge's horse being found straying on the 8and», it was natu- 
rally concluded, seeing that ao trace could be found of the body, 



TALM AND TRADITIONS OF LEITH. 28B 

si it had thrown its rider into the sea,; his friends went into 
corning;, * socetsor was appointed to his office. Meanwhile, 
» poor President spent a miserable time in the vault of tlw 
oaly Feel. He waa imprisoned without knowing in whose 
sods, or for what reason, he waa captive. He received his 
od through an aperture in the wull ; and never beard the 
land of a human voice, save when a shepherd called his dog by 
to name of Batty, or when a female domestic had occasion to 
ldresa Maudge, the cat. These names, he concluded, were 
Uresaed to spirits, for, so mysterious did tho whole transaction 
ipear to him, he had arrived at the conclusion that he was in- 
Joerated in the duugeon of a sorcerer. At length, afier a 
pae of three months, the low-suit was decided in favour of the 
srl of Traouair, and the mosstrooper was instructed to set his 
■isoner at liberty, but such a nay as should neither disclose the 
aoe of his imprisonment, nor the reason for which bo had been 
iken np, three months before, but which had sormed an ago of 
iptivity to him. The joy of his friend*, and the lc*? sgrecubie 
irprise of his successor, may be easily conceived when he ap- 
wred in Court to reclaim his office and honours. Although 
cue might guess at the true cause which had effected his tern- 
irary disappearance, his own persuasion, that he had been 
nrited away by witchcraft, was generally adopted ; nor could 
3 himself be convinced to the contrary, until, many years after- 
ards, he chanced to be travelling in Aonandale, when his ears 
'ere saluted with the names of 'Maudge 1 ' and " Batty," tho 
nly words which had solaced his dreary confinement. This led 
) a discovery of the whole story ; but, iu such disorderly times, 
waa only laughed at as a fair, and very successful ruse </e 
■err* 

Another incidental glimpse of Leith in the seventeenth cen- 
arj, and the strangely unsettled condition of its social life, is 
forded in the following narrative of a murder, whijh was per- 
etrated in the town, as extracted from the records of the Court 
f Justiciary and other sources. 

No. XIX. 
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The scene of Ihe murder was a tavern in tbe Kitkgate, u 
date of its occurrence the 6lb March 1691. The tavern at* 
kept l>y a person named John BrowD, an J judging from die 
avaKlj of it* visitors, must have been a moat respectable houiti 
<->f enlcrtainnieat. At the date of the occurrence ihi-ro »flt»> 
rrriJrot in Brown'* house three brothers, who are described id 
" Elias, George, and Isaac Fuiret, Weur.s de la lWhe, French- 
man, Protestant refugee*, and gentlemen of his majesty 'a troopi 
of guards,'' and it was the first named of tlteac \»ho wn 
dertti. tie* implicated in this transection, ami who tier* 

trial in Atieu-t following, were ,. John, Misl 
Tarbelt,* Ensign Andrew Alowat, and James StnetoT, 
in Edinburgh. Id the indictment they *eft 

irged with entering "about twelve at night, into the bttV 

i amber i I one < i Ihe pursuers, while he Uy 

■looping in bed in the house of John Brown, vintner, Leitb, m 
which house he wu* quartered, and giving him wounds :■ 
elTuiioa of bis bluod : that, on their being removed out 
rnom, they returned, and enrioavntned to break open the 
i r ihis George rapped on tho coiling of his room for his two 
1 1 in the room above, to come to bis assistance. 
Tluy come accordingly, balf-clothed, and totally unarmed ; 
and the prisoners, oil of whom were armed, did violently assault i 
tli ..-in, give thorn many wounds, and ran tho deceacd Eliat 
Point ihroagh the body with a sword, of which he iustanllj 
died." 

The prisoners rcrriminuted by causing fin indictment to hi 
presented against the brothers Poiret, charging them with as 
attempt nt uasasiinution und murder. It set forth thai the 
Blaster of Tfirbpit, Mowot, and Sinclair, on the night libelled, 
were obligul, by a heavy storm, to lako aholtor in Brown the 
vintner's botttt, While they were sitting quietly at tbe tireeide 
In the hail, tlri >kiog some nle till beds should be got real 
them, George, Isaac, and F.has Poiret, mid James de la Masate 
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another Frr-nrhman, hating funned ft conspiracy to murder 

them, entered the hall with cocked pistol* in their hand* and 

under their arms ; the Master of Tarbctt and hit OOaV 

pnnioa* being then totally unarmed. They tired |wo pistols 

Inad.d with ball, and then, with drawn swords, atiacU«'d fa 

eempnny, who were much weuDded, by parrying lb* thrusts 

with their haadfl, and in the scull . ig but link- Hfhl 

in the room, the Sieur* dc U Roche did luurdt-i the deceased 

rt'i, ih<.>ir own brother. 

ammooly plausible and circumstantial as *1I thin was, it 

•as uhtiippr.ritd by the ahadow of evidence. It was a di'libu- 

planned attempt iv perrrri the eonrai 

ued argument*, the ei-urt r. fined lo receive it, and 
r of Tarbett and bis companions were pal 
Fruni the evidence givto ire shall endeavour to Btka qq| 
Lblfl narrative, although, us [bis was soravlimos oon- 
, it is a matter of some little difficulty. 
At midnight, on the 8ih of March 1691, whin the well rcgu- 
hoimhold of John Brown, vintner, Iiirkgalc, *m till in 
two female servants tngsged in necessaiy d 

lislurbed by a loud demand for admission from 
i and rather noisy roisterer*. UulortOMtel/ this 
as complied with, und the three individuals ivc bs\T6 i .ninii! aj 
ng been brought to trial, sniggered iiuu the hull. LtW llm 
fast men 1 ' of more modern times, they iinmr.i 
farther supply of that commodity of which it wa> 
•Sad already imbibe- d more than wni gcod for them, After 
drinking ol>j i- r homo lime, and finding nobody but the two 
Wnale* awake, they del arm iced to make a nigh; ofU I 
ng to tbo evidence of one of (ho girl*, Jean Thomson, aged 
,.t! ( between twelve uo<l « | 
Cluster of Tarbett, being in her master'* house, and culling for a 
«lriulc el ale. desired the ■ ■ ponent to sit down by him, wl 
a-cfused, but after wardB eha fiat down. Being culk-d to draw 

i drew the ale; wheu »hu oa 
abi did not I to room where the Master una, ■ 
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down on ft chest it * bedside where the Master coinii and »1 
down beside her; npon which the rose, went into ft roon 
where she used to lie, and bolted the door." The Ma- 
it instantly started in pursuit of the girl, but being much 
i:i.-iiri:»ted, soon lost his way, and entered the brd-rnsmbtf 
occupied by George Poiret. No doubt tlio abject of his abrusl 
entrance would be altogether misunderstood by the scarcely 
■woke Frenchman. An angry nit creation eosied, and when 
the aerrcnts, alarmed by Iho nni»p, entered the room 
trMl lights, they found Turbo tt Branding at the bodftid?, 
while George Pu'uret iaa sitting up in bed, without his night cap, 
his face spotted with blood, and th-; bed clothes in the utmort 
confusion. One of the girls immediately called upon Ensign 
M-.wnt, as the soberest one of the party, to eumo to Sit cssis- 
lie instantly responded to the call, aod, fallowed byu third 
party, entered the Frenchman's bed-room. On seeing them ^nur 
Poiret took down n sword from the wnll, in order to dofecd him- 
self, but he was immediately overpowered, nuJ the sword 
wrested from his grasp. Thereafter Mownt curried out his two 

| unions from the Kmi eh man's room, one of them boring 
the sword in his hand. Ho then loft the gir! a door 

leal cither of them should seek to return. No doubt rourdVt 
would bury been earlier curmiiiileJ, had not the prisamna, st> 
cording to one of the n laid nside (heir swords in th* 

rooti whore they wore to lodge, as hod iho Master of Turbcti 
tua periwig before they entered Poiret's room." Desirous ol 
further strife, ur anxious to apologise for his intrusi 
Master of Tarbett again sought the Frenchman's boj. chamber 
and knocked several times for admission, without success, 

ii while George Poiret seised a pair of tongs, ond rapped 
1 uudly on the ceiling, in order to attract the attention of mi 
brothort, who slept in the apartment above. Hearing th< 
pi-nrral clnmour, but more immediately alarmed by the summon: 
tuna their brother, they hurried on part of their olotbee, irm?<! 
themiekes with sworda and pistols, and hastened down 
After interchanging a few words with their brother, they pro 
ceeded to (he hall in Bcaicb of tne tg^retKTt. The uae partj 
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irritated at the unprovoked attack on their brother, and tho 
too intoxicated to reason or explain, no thai mailers at 
proceeded to extremities. Swords were drawn on both 
I, blows exchanged, and pistols Oral almost insianiai;* 
to this period the landlord had never mode hit appearance, 
ig the noiso of tho conflict, and being loudly called for 
itered the hall, mid seeing the state of amtlvra, instantly 
teded to summon the guard. Meanwhile one of the ser- 
in spite of the risk of being shot or stabbed accidentally, 
ventured to look in on the too no of conflict She saw none of 
lodgers save Isaac Foiret, whom ahe pulled towards her, 
found thai he had a sword in his band, which was streaming 
blood, his little finger being nearly cut olT. While endea- 
vouring to get him off to his brother's chamber, she stumbled 
over the body of Elias Poirei, who bad been run through with 
a aword. and was lying dead on the floor. On his way back from 
inmmoning the guard, Brown, the landlord, roused some of his 
neighbour*, one of whom declared that ho had soon one of " tho 
lawn " pass from the house, and conceal himself close at 
id. Search being made with lights, Ensign Mownt was 
concealed behind a deal, on a knocking stone,* tindt-r a 
■stair. He was desired to come out, but remained silent and 
(ionltss. until the " company and constables preaeolud urns- 
to bim," when ho eamo forth and surrendered himself. He- 
declared that be was an unarmed man, but ou searching him tboy 
id a drawn sword concealed under his coat ; it was much 
it, and was covered with blood from hill lo point, and there 
also blood upon the sleeves of Mowat's coat He wua im- 
liately carried so prison, and afterwards brought to trial, with, 
two companions, under the indictment purt of which we hnvu 
quoted. Altera number of witnesses had been examined, the 
jury returned a verdict that thoy/o»m</ none of the crimes | 
the prisoners were accordingly discharged. 

A krwehing-done was a sort of rude stone mortar, in common 
use in those days among the poorer cl nines, for heating off th« 
haoka from barley in order to prepare, it lot \tay&» 
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The evidence, as we hive remarked, was conrliolin 
though there was strong presumptive proof that the fatal wound 
had l.'jcu given by MonaT, there could be no direct beati 
tu tli at eflVcl in consequence of the confusion and alarm whith 
prevailed. Commenting on this case Arnot remarks : — " Al- 
though I am periunded that an intelligent jury in thete dap 
would acquit the prisoners, yet the rcrdict in those times wtl 
very u acorn boo, and I am by no means certain upon what prin- 
ciple it proceeded. The jury could hardly refuse a clear assent 
to this proposition, that it was Mowat who killed Klias Poiret. 
The Master of TarVctt wna the first aggressor in the scuffle, and 
his assault on George Poiret was such as would have ■ 
any immedinU act of violence with which Poiret could hare re- 
pelled it. But the situation of tha Frenchmen, and that of the 
pri-oncrs, came to be reversed the moment that they aaltitd 
forth of George Poiret' s room, entered the hall, and assaulted 
the prisoners with sword and pistol. As the prisoners were then 
in actual and imminent peril of their lives, I apprehcr: 
supposing the lulling to be established in the clearvrt maaiMCj 
the prisoners were entitled to an acquittal, oil the plea of xlf- 
defence" 



: 



In these times the gallows was relied upon as a great moral 
teacher, and the most summary method of solviug all legal and 
social difficulties connected with the punishment of crime, or tan 
reformation of tho criminal. It was a permanent erection for 
the abatement of crime. Public opinion has in recent yean 
happily undergone a marvellous change in this respect, yet on* 
in perfect unison with the opinions of those men who, n liule t n 
advance of their age, advocated the entire abolition of cupiul 
punishments. 

A rising ground immediately adjoining Shrub ITill, Leitb 
Walk, was the site of the Gallowlee. But although a ' per- 
mnncu; " gibbet was erected here, it was not tho usual place of 
execution. Ordinary malefactors were either bauged at tie 
Cross of Edinburgh, or the Shore of Leith, the honour 
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pylog ft place al the GaUov-be buing Wf wd Tor those who 
commission of greai erlroea, raadfuvd thi'nwlves worthy 

of being hung in chains afu-r their strangulation elaewheru. 
Sometimes only a leu of a criminal found a place on the Gnllow- 
lii', the lemairuler ofhia body being buried in ihe ordinary way. 
For example, Chtoslj of Dairy, an unsuccessful litigant in the 
Court of SottiOOf fancying that bo was injured by tho dvcieioa 
Lord President, Sir George Lockhart, resolved to balance, 
matters by murdering the judge who bad given an adverse 
M ; he accomplished bit object by shooting the 
President as he was encoring the Old Bank Closo where ho 
resided. The murderer being taken red-hand, and the crime 
:,- been committed wirlnu the city, he was immediately 
ydueed on hU trial before the thon Provost. Ho made noatiempt 
to deny hia crime, nevertheless he was put to Lhe torturo, in 
order to disc »«er, if possible, whether or nol the deed had re- 
sulted fruiu his owu private revenge, or had been Instigated by 
other parties who entertained feelings similar to himself. As 
tho crime was wholly his own, ho implicated no other person in 
consequence of the torture , on the following day li 
drugged U n a hurdle to the Cross, his right hand was struck off, 
while alivp, and he was "then hanged with his pi*tol about his 
reck, after which hid body was hung in chains on tho Gullow- 
lee, betwixt Edinburgh and Lvitli, and his hand affixed bo the 
West Pun." Another peculiar enso tnuy be appropriately 
chronicled her?. Sir James Stanfield of Nowrolls having been 
found drowned in 1U08, under cireunutanccs of peculiar mystery, 
and suspicions having been excited by his hasty fuoerul, an in- 
TiJJtigalion was ordered by the Privy Council. A very generally 
accredited report that hia grave clothes wure prepared by his 
wife long before his death, afforded a sort of warrant fur tho 
proceedings. Two surgeons were appointed to examine the 
body, am! they reported that the corpse bled on being touched 
by Philip, the eldest son of tho deceased. Evidence so con- 
clusive, according to the current belief of the times, could nut 
be alighted, and accordingly the servants of the suspected man 
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wero immediately apprehended and pat la the 

baM that thay might he forced lo lend o < ■ he chnt 

which hung over their oins'er. No further proof whs elicited tf 

litis prooees, nevertheless, to quote. Mr Wilsoa, " on ■ 

circumstantial evident:?, ml Jed lo the miraculous !.<■ 

the murdered men, ihe Bon — a rmrnriom r.n.nig>ie— was 

demned to death, and hungod at Ihe cross of 1 

tOBg« rh rut onl for iitrsins hi? fulher, !• is right hai d 

off fi>r parricide, his head exp-'M-d on ihe eMt-pori of II:, 

- nearest the peene of the mcr-ler, and his body hang IP 
chains on the Gal tow- Ice, belwcon Edinburgh and Lvith 

g his guilt, und F"iinlaiuhall add", afti 
sundry miraculous evidences against him, 'This is a dark case of 
divination, to be remitted to the great day ; only ii is etrutn 
waa a bad youth, and may serve as a beacon to ail pi 
We. 1 " Th is is an uncommonly easy way of gettffi 
(in unit word dilemma. Nothing was proved againsi ihe 
but, at ho had been hangod, tho worthy jud^e thonaht that tb» 
presumed criminal, at lenat, deserved ** JeddartJustit 

Idjoi Grange held the Castle of Edinburgh in T3N, 
ally for Queen Mary, be nns the butt of many .-I afls, mil 
in reply to one of tho multitude of accusation! which 
horled against hina, ho declared :faat the individual wl n hi 
it in circulation had " dishonestEe, falselie, and m 
lied in hi* throat." This broad and general challenge wis 
l t p by Stewart of Garlice, who, after blackballing lurkaldy 
■ s much H9 be was able, fixed on the Gnllow-lee as the u< 
a combat which was to settle soidb, ut least, of ilio p 
were at ditputo fail ween thom. Stewart kept his trysr, but ■■ 
1-ly could plead " tho Q ioe," tho combat naref 

carae off. 

During tho troublous times of Morton's regency, the GaJlow- 
lee had rather an unduo eharo of notoriety ; according to Capt 
Graut. " Mule MortOD Itrong up his prisoners by fifiioa 
gigantic gallows at the Gilluw-lee, midway between Leil 
■ urgh, the loyalists invariably displayed an equal m 
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reared Its ghastly outline on (he Castle Hill, 

I the B geaft Damp-" 

tooa to the batik i f Dinbar, it was suspected that a oer- 

p'lnjeace was muinlniued between some of LraUr's Iroopa tad 

.irli.imer.uar> army. In Nicoll's Diary it is slated thru 

■ ■■ lUe* Hi[»i;i^"tMiPi were tuln-ri and cornmittit to pruiT), 

ecaus no probati-un could be Sad against ih.une, they wcro 

n cuuliounc ; b«t nne of lliaras being cmncious of 

«in guiltiness, strangled himself in the Tolhu'th, iiein^ 

wairdit thairin, he was cspos.it to all the yepill at the Trono and 

.'■cruceof the Canr>»ait, and lhairfra transported and hunjr, 

up on the gsllowg bet wilt Lefth aud Edinburgh, qubair lit jvt 

hunfft to The terrour of otheris." 

Ih< gil but was occasionally nsed for the purpose of eshibit- 

ing the effi^iea of Individuals who bod rendered themselves in 

some way obnoitous W the populace. For example, irhcn the 

relebrati-.l i i,i Wilkes, in 1763, published the memorable 

period e*l, entitled the " Nurtb Briton," the bitter 

tali re in winch he indulged towards Seutluud and Scotchmen, 

gave groat off- nee in Che North, and a famous leader of tlia 

urgli papulae*, named I!o\ced Jcmph, got a cart fitted up 

callows, from which depended a figure stuffed with 

straw* intended to ihe nrch-euemy of Scotland, with 

the devil perched on Ins aheulder. The curt, with its curious 

burden, was leisurely paraded through the principal streets, 

uniil it reached the Galluw-lce, where two criminals were ot ihi.t 

moment dangling in oh ■ I ->i»SBide of tbe?u Wilfct-s end 

his companion were iterated, nn.idsi the enthusiastic applause 

multitude. N" opposition was c fit red by the mith 
to these proceeding*, fin" two reasons. They fully port initiated 
in the angTJ .;erlained towards Wilkes, and tht > 

not in a position to Tesi*t ihe will i>f such an independent lender 
as Bow&d Jotcfh. The magistrates, on many occasion:-. 
played a diagram ful timidity unbecoming their pOsJtfo*, ami t h • _v 

H nt for the "Bowed" lender, to consult Iritfc 
regarding the best moans of dispersing and appeasing u tn 
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iiime mob. On such ocoaiiona ho always stood up zealously r or 
hia compeers, and his boldness generally compelled the 
uuihoriiies bo comply iritb whatever terms he dictated. Thrac 
interviews generally ended in his being authorised to promise a 

»f tbe evil* complained of, and also to dispense ami<i 
follower* a hogshead of good ale. The promise and the h'beuon 
in-n-r failed uf success, and th« popular favourite liad no diftV 
rnliy m clearing tho streets by the limple command of " Nq*i 
disperse my lad* I" 

It waa only thosr*, howcrer, it would npp-rar, whrt w^-re special 
objects of popular haired who were elevated in effigj "i ifcfl 
Gallow-leo. In minor cow* this extreme men sure iral 
resorted to. When tho famous ibiful l*gil 

known as the D.>uglus cause, wus det-idid in tbe Ctiurl uf Sed- 
rdun uuulrary to popular opfrilan, Box&l Juvph bad the iiiBo 
Jence to stop the chair of tb* Lnrl President as lie was 
homo to his house, and cull hint to account f.-r the ii justice of 
hia decision. Afterwards, when this decision was reversed by 
the House of Lords, Joseph, In order to give rent to the popular 
joy, and punish the offending judges, dreswd up lift eon figure* 
in cloaks and wigs, a sort of caricature on tbt judicial attire, and 
having mounted Lhein on asses, be led ilium through tlie - 
announcing to the populace* in tho regular showman sty le, that 
these wore "their particular good friend-;, the fifteen senators of 
the College of Justice 1" This outrugo was also quietly winked 
at. According to that excellent authority, Mr Cl-umbei-.. an 
mob director must have heen a formidable personage. "After 
ho had figured for a few years as an active partuMn of iht> 
people, hid name waxed of such account with them, that it is 
said he could, in the course uf au hour, collect u crowd 
fewer than ten thousand persons, all ready to obey his high 
bohusts. or diapcrso at bis bidding." He collected bib forces by 
beating a drum, aud, as he strode along thudding out his noisy 
•umiuuitb, every dues and ultey poured out their dingy deniwea 
to swell his train. Those who are desirous of knutring more at 
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this iifHjoUr 

"Tnfc'iiii ef! 
Bowed Joseph *** a. 1 

in toxieulioe. atoa* Cfcc y 
Tbe fine ma! af -fcaefc tW 

away lo be mixed with Ae £■ 
Town nf F-dmfeorjk, sad OW §p-4 
Gallowie*, is *-.wpa«iaBy 
chictly by the **r*erv esT Mr MeCWcsa. 

pretty nearly as — eh of ft 

a big 'oluminou* asssa, oat as" 
nerer seem* to h»*e anj rSrci. It is reeaassJ tfe«t every day, 
while the carts was. Easing bvkj sat assd, he atotd rrgiikuiy aft 
the place receivta^ the note; ia retnrs ; and every tsile can he 
got wu immediately converted into Honor, aad ■ p a lli d to the 
comfort of the inccr mu. A pabUc-Sosee wms at Icegtb creeerd 
at the apM for bis pmicuUr beboW, *nd atssxedly, u loss; as 
tli* OaBov-lea lasted, this hoot* dt4 noc want ewtoss- tertian*, 
familiar u the reader mar be with stories of • 15 who have 
drunk away t!i-irlast acre, he never before beard of the thing 
being done in 90 literal a manner," 1i must be buroe 10 mind, 
however, that thegibbat-Uird only got rid of the hillock in this 
way ( ho still retained hit ground, the tn" '~ - n 1 .' i"8 pvoeeee 
having merely conrerted it from a considerable eminence into a 
deep hollow. 

Another viotim of thoGallow-leewas a porson usually described 
as "Xlerbert of llie Hawkbill,"and in our local traditional history 
his strange career is made to "point a mural and adorn a tale." 
flu was a morose and moody individual, who occupied 
a solitary dwelling on tbo Loohood Ruuii to Kostalris*, about tha 
year 1650. His nnroe was Herbert Rcish, and ho had n<» claim 
whatever lo the territorial designation, as he wu not ovta pro* 
prietor of the small house in which he rcBldcd. lit- bud been a 
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reUinerofa former proprietor of tho estate of Hawlihill, and 
chose to remain hera wheo the faaiily, in whose aerrice be bad 
been. r^mnvfd to England. It was said that love had some 
share in inducing him to remain at Hankhill, but, as it after- 
wards turned out. this was only an imaginary reason. He was 
looked upon as a very mysterious individual, as his proceedings 
mere ftllng*(hpr different from thoso of hi* neighbourhood. Ha 
■oeupntioo whatever, and was aeon passing to and 
from his house at the most irregular hours. For weeks the 
abutter* were never removed frum ihe windows, although the 
occasional appearance of smoke from his chimney showed that 
tbo house waa not unoccupied. Of course it was soon euniiiscd 
that be must bo engaged in some unlawful occupation, and sus- 
picion oscillated between rubbery and smuggling. The cause, 
howi'Vi r. nf nl! Hois'a irregnlanticB was an inveterate passion 
for gambling, and ho gave op an excellent situation, in order 
i)mi ha nighl Indulge iu its "ratification more unreservedly. 
Ho bud saved a good deal of money while a sonant, and bis 
occasional gambling transactions were generally successful, w 
that he commenced his career of professional gambler with a 
ItU'iably full purse. As Edinburgh was the scene of his opera- 
tions, it wns surprising to those who knew of his proceedings 
why he had made choice of* such a place of residence ; but ha 
never carried home any of his gains -, he remained in Edinburgh 
"ii the uvi'iihiys when fortune was propiliuos, ond deposited 
the money in a place of security next day. Ross had been SO 
long a successful gambler, that it almost seemed as if he had 
secured a monopoly of the fickle goddess. At length, however, 
the tide turned, and appeared as if it would run as Jong and 

I steadily in the opposite direction. Gradually the accumulations 
of the gambler melted away, and, as it seemed to him, with ten- 
fold greater rapidity thau they had been amassed, His re ecu I 
career had unfitted him for the resumption of the position as 
formerly occupied, and he shuddered to contemplate the near 
approach of absolute want, and the consequent deprivation of 
bia gambling enjoyments. As be was believed to possess coo* 
- 
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il* wealth, be feni s» tflieolty. for • liar, in racing 
losses wiia. bonds aad btfii, »m gniag u ft mm for his 
shortness of cssb, ibat the [bulk of his property was in rested 
in securities, which eon'd not be immediately realised. As fats 
ill-lack cantiB«Ml, this txpedteclcooMoalT prow of a temporary 
nature, and the emoun-. which lie had reserved was speedily 
beeoBUDf absorbed in uaaTotdable expenses He might lis it- 
refrained from gambling, to be sure, bat h* was in daily cxpecta- 
tion ibftt a fortunate tarn wouM retrieve all, and of course ho 
bnd less chance of bettering bis condition by rvmoTiif- 
place where he was a stranger, without either atsh or credit. 
His principal creditor, a reckless yoanyer son of a g"od family, 
at length bvgan to press Boss pretty closely for a settlement of 
some of bis many obligation*. Excuv after taomn was em- 
ployed : but as no cash whatever was forthcoming, 
began to speak of forcing s settlement. Ross was fuirh drt^sji) 
to bis "its ends — he was in a dilemma from which ho could »co 
no prospect of extracation. At last he appeared (0 baWl mads 
np l)i> mind to effect his delivoranee in a way be lilting I l 
gambler. Bud 3enly ho absented himself from his accustomed 
haunts, witfcoat communicating bis iotention to anyviu- 
ten dav? nothing was sweu or heard of him, but at the end of 
thi* lime, just oi his usual abstJUM was beginning to lw coq- 
■ d suspicious, he made hi* appearance and ta»l his principal 
creditor with what, fur him, might be termed j smith g OOUBtc- 
nance. He staled thai be had been ubaeui reubsiiig some of 
bis securities, nnd that bo was now in a poaitivii to r. .'■ 
least a portion of his engagements. Ho mado an 
to meet hii creditor, ■■ . iraa Gordon, 00 llio ft 

day at his house on tho H.wkhill. Whither Umu 
entertained any suspicion of hi* friend, or whttfasf it »t 
ctirtlessuess cannot be known, but it is certain thai sltfe 

kept Ibc appohtUneDt, ha did not Harry with aim [hedoomass 
whioh Ross preteBdad that he wished to ndem \lon was 
anxiously awaiting hi* visitor, aad, while guiding hta through 
u dimly ligbitd passage, bo suddenly utabbod him la thfl br« 
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with * dagger. The thruit was not fate), and a fierce iknjgk 

ensued, iu the eimrse of which, na Gordon was unarmed, Bou 
managed to give him repeated blows with his dagger, one of 
which reached the heart of his victim, and put nn oad to tho 
struggle. Dragging (the murdered man into the kitchen, b« 
proceeded to search for the papers, tbo possession, of which litil 
induced hia crime. It would be impossible to pouriray bis her- 
ror and astonishment when he discovered that bo had overshot 
bis mark, and that the coveted papers vtere still beyond lii 
reach. Ilia firsfc concern was to conceal the body, and removt 
nil traces of [he deadly struggle. A pit, which he had previututt^ 
<lug t under the kitchen hearth-stone, served for a grave to lili 
victim, and the plentiful application of water removed ull i 
neiii traces of the crime. Gordon*o disappearance was imme- 
diately noted; he had been seen in earnest conversation wi'b 
Robs on the previous overling ; and hud been scon, by mora tluc 
one peraon, puiog in the direction of hla house on the day of the 
murder. Ross was hniu id lately apprehended and his house 
searched, but nothing was discovered lending strongly to fii 
guilt upon him. On being put to the torture ho made an uxptc 
confession, and waa adjudged to be hung in chains on the (Jul- 
low-lee, and the sentence was duly carried into effect 

By a curious coincidence, exactly one hundred years al'tor- 
wurda, we find that, in 1752, tho gibbet ut tho Gullow-lce «- 
inLivtd tLe boaca of a 'person named Norman Huas, who was 
coodemned to be bung In chains, at this spot, for the as&ossini- 
tion of JLady Bailie, sister to Home of Wedderburn. 






Passing from these scenes of blood and murder with w 
our readers are now probably more than satisfied, we digress 
f<r a tittle, and introduce thorn again into the domain of the 
supernatural. It is said that once upon a timo those who had 
occasion (o pass tie old Tobacco Warehouse in Quality Street at 
the solemn hour of midnight, were wont to be startled by th* 
bunimcring of a cooper, busily engaged in " sotting up " a cask. 
It was a strange lime and place for such an occupation, and 
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ftnnnd, save that produced by the solitary hammor, wbb usually 
beard by th* passer* by. Vert few of those on whoat ear* 1% 
f.'!l cared k) inquire farther abtmt it. If It was uo urdiuury 
workman, 10 ibej rensniwd, it wi» no concern of theirs, and, if 
there was ftOjthiag supernatural about the affair, tho less th«f 
bad to do wiili it the belter Some roistering youths, who frc- 
;, pu.'oi through Quality Street after enjoying thentscliea 
Lyon " in Kirkgale, hud made several attempt* to 
discover the- lonely cooper. Tboj liad peered through the koy- 
1 ache*', without being able to discover any- 
thing beyood a feeble tinkering light in a remote corner. 
Failing ti» discover anything in this way they thundered at the 
ind dunmnJ.-d admittnnec id the name of euch of the 
isthorft ■ i -3 occurred to tbeir recollection, or of such as they 
fancied would lime weight wi;li the industrious workman. It 
was all in vain; he was not oven to be induct d to Still bis 
labour by the tempting offer of being permitted Co iharc.tho 
contents of sundry flaaks with which tbe iuqui&ilivo revellers 
had p raselvea Oil several occasions, when their 

attempts at gaining admission bad bean longer protracted than 
usual, they beard tho rauling of falling staves, followed by a 
long drawn sigh, aud instantly tho dim light vuimlud, ond the 
;:iry hammer ceased to vibrate on the midnight 
air. To be foil.' d in this nay was more than Btte), 
brandy ftoald endore, so, after one of die ineffectual attiinpta wo 
have described, it was tulejuidy resolved by the reckless youths 
that, come what would, they would pi m :r. ; - the mystery (d (In- 
midnight cooper. Provided with two or three short ladder*, 
reached the Warehouse somewhat curlier tlum 

their usual i. the way borne, and finding ull 

to bo qui'-'. themeelVM at iha two grated window*. 

which, ql an titration of Un or twelve feet from tho ground, 
admitted in m a sort of twilight hcxe iuto tho old 

building. Pot toma line after i.u-y bud taken up their p 
neither sight nor tottnd bctukeaed the presence of others than 
tbeniselTcs, and, ' . able co-operation of some of the 
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aforesaid ilasks, the expedition would haw been abandon 

without any discovery having been effect* 

iii.;i rii occupied in some way. possibly in coosjlling the Hub 

the dingy light bad appeared, and the snur; raps of the haminaf 

tiiaJo them start lilto guili\ things. In a minute c-r tno iki'i 

wt-rc able to discern a sinewy old man, activel 

iug ibe staves of u cask together. Earnestly and i 

he plicrl his hammer, undisturbed by the altmou. 

seasonable viaitors, who apecdily made tbeir pri cr.ee known* 

Uuikr the untiring bauds of the aacieat cooper, tl 

Mares were gradually brought together, ami a goodly cask wall 

Apparently ub.tut to bo the n-suti, when, ju»t ns n' 

Would hove given it> tLc finishing touch, n suddenly 

piecea with it loud noise, ibw light was extinguished, a 

heart-broken anguish echoed through the building, whibi I 

strong gust of wind, sweeping through the uugbwud 9 i 

hurled the onlookers to the t;ruund. 

• * • • * * * i 

The monks of the Tample, &* we have mentioned in our nolies, 
of King James' Hospital, wera empowered lo eaael an KngftsV 
gallon out of every lun of wine impurted at Lei lb. mid ul 
eti i±a lax was commonly lerli'd u kind, it nas fit from tnpply < 
necessities of the booted apcMles who bi»ld sw*y ia St Am h 
Choice importations, specially selected for the* Templars tilled the 
vaults of tLe Pruceptoiy, but these were reserved fur great uec* 
sions, or were only produced at the private refection of the 
heads cf the establishment. Of coalmen nine no account wis 
kept, sad there was but slender check st regarded thi 
choice and expensive kinds. The Treasurer groaned heatily 
when he paid some- of the bills, but the Preceptory was w . 
and the brethren must have^'fie enjoyment, so he merely giossfd 
but said nothing. We cannot for a moment imagine that thsis 
jnlly fellows would trouble themselves with such mechanical 
operations as the auditing of accounts, but, somehow or other, 
it "as discovered, on Lnlaoeing with the Treasur.r. il 
wiuu tills of the 1'icceplory were becoming unusually 
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ili-, fr«im the number «.f resident?, thej ought lo have beta 
ther ur.der the average amount. The stock in lhfl DellaM 

ht l»av* satisfactorily accounted for this, but, unfnri I 
e siatc of matters there rather aggravated than U 
vil which lull been complained ofi It wm soma considerable 
o bc-fare suspicion could find its victim. The nose ■>! thi< 
iof porter and cooper, Henry Douglas, had of late boon wax- 
ing exceedingly rubicund, and his requests for permission to 
rlrft bia friends without the Precept or j were more frequent ihau 
became the inmate, uf a well-regiil.tted establishment, so, an a 
natural consequence, ho wn& first brought to task regarding tha 
deficiency, and this could be done without any personal charg* 
being specially preferred, seeing that, in his twofold capncity» 
the collars were pretty much under his control. Ha prufeaied 
his otter inability to account for tbo deficiency, and volunteered 
tnauy solemn declarations regarding his special care of the Mores 
intrusted to bis charge. His explanations were far from being 
satisfactory, and, although nothing was said to him on tbe sub- 
ject, be wae forthwith subjected to tbe closest surveillance. Fot 
Bomettme after this examination Douglas was exceedingly mode- 
rate in his potations, and guarded in his conduct, but tliu whole- 
some fear under which ho had been acting speedily wore off, 
aud be resumed his former practices with all thi more lest tint 
be haxl been temporarily restrained from their Indulgence. On 
repeated occasions he was found in the cellars in such a state as 
rendered the question of his sobriety by no means a doubtful 
ODC His own unlimited consumpl was had enough, but greslt r 
delinquencies were shortly after discovered. Tt was found that 
the unfortunate cooper novor visited his friends without carry- 
ing with him, concealed about bis person, several flusks of the 
rarest wines, ard from that momeut .his doom was scaled. It 
Wft* resolved to make a striking example of the offending 
cooper, and, until it conld be decided how this was beat to be 
accomplished, ho was permitted to go on with Ma wurk as 
uMial. without the slightest hint that bis roguery had been de- 
tected. Douglas was engaged in repairing a cask on.: dvj. 
So. XX. * 
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whoa a brother of peculiar sanelily, who resided ia tho h 
Ugje at Arthur's Seal, paid * visit to the Preccptory. 
huly man felt very keenly on the subject of the vine piUe 
hs feared it might lead to & stinting of the wont.n 
and ho was quite sure that the reduction would begin s 
outposts. Ho was not aware that tho coopcr'a guilt hud 
iq hilly uoertauud ; lit knew that he was strongly susp 
:i'k), in passing him, ho pansrd tor a moment to innu 
Jfouglas il the ancriligtous plunderer had yot teen disco 
With upturned eyes the guilty cooper lamented that the i 
had not been discovered, in spite his utmost vigilance, b 
pressed an earnest hope that he would speedily recoil 
deserts. Tho Ilormit gently insinuated that he thought Di 
kntw uiore about (bit matter than he was willing tu dii 
bot this implied suspicion only multiplied the denials sne 
testations of the cooper, which ho wooml up by declaring 
ii lie knew anything about the theft, ho " hoped ho might 
bead that cask ! " " Auieii ! and may it please holy Si At 
to grant it," was the response of the pinna herraiL Esfl 
had he uttered iho words, when tho partially hooped cai 
inio staves at the feet of the conscience-stricken coope 
wild affright he lied fam the holyjman, ami sought ret ago 
■ iiiriti'st and most remote corner of the vaults. Out of 
i mils he was never *oon again in life. The sound of bis 
nivr waa heard, day alter day, and ail oft-renewed labour 
as certainly followed by she sound ot' the falling slaves. 
red was a mystery to all, and no inquiry was permit 
bo mode regarding him. Years rolled on, and the Te: 

•(rangers in their former dwelling. Tho massive w 
thu ancient Preceptory were crumbling into dust under tl 
teuth of Time, but the tireless cooper toiled on at his 
ending task. At what period ho removed to the old T 
Warehouse h not condescended on by tradition, but up 

dJ Its demolition, it continued to be the scene of his Ii 
"VVtiethcr hfl hns expiated hi* crime, or whether 06 
■U hummer in some ^unknown locality, ore poinU 
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tn&tion sheds do light. Some of oar obi friends, when they 
haar any unexpected sounds, for which they veUi loss to 
account, fancy that they are again liitootng to the well-remem- 
bcrerf bainineriui; of the BncTM Coofe* I 

Passing from the traditional we again cull from the real the 
folluwing tragedy associated with tho mansion known at 
alarionville, at the head of the Loehend Road, now only noted 
as one of the Industrial Schools reared under the fostering care 
of that large-hearted philuutbropist, tho Rer. Dr Guthrie. 
urrounded by a high wall, wiibin which, cloee m the rood, 
ihi-ro is a row of tall tree* which almost entirely tuiictal the 
house from obserTauon. Dull and glnotny as it now an 
pears, it waa, about sixty years ago, the abode of a goy and 
fashionable family, " who, ainou^&i other amusements, indulged 
in that of private theatricals, and in thia line we r» so highly 
itful, that admission to the Mariccville tfaentre becanip a 
privilege far which the highest in the land would contend. 1 '* 
■ Scott Magsiiue of the period frequent notices of the 
KariamriDe theatricals: occur. At the time to which wi 
in 1790, and for somelimo previous, tho occupier of thia houao 
was James Macrae of Holm sin*, in Dumfriesshire, a man of 
good fortune and family, and who had for a number of years 
held a commission in the regiment of Irish Carabineer?. 

In " Kay's Portraits " Mr Macrao is figured at full length in 
the act of firing off a pistol at a supposed antagonist, in a very 
free-and-easy manner, while the sketch in buck ground repre- 
sents him as practising by tiring at a barbers Uoefc ; Du inscrip- 
tion under the plate, with a plight disregard of orthography, 
being "Th'j Fortunate Luclial." According to Mr Chainbrr», 
m was cot the fire-eater that Kny represents him. " Eft 
waa a man of gentlemanlike accomplishments and manners, of a 
guueroua ar.d frit ndly disposition, but marked by u k< . 
imperious tense of tin.- defereuoc due to a genili-iuou, unl u bent 

* Traditions oi Edinburgh. 
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or temper which wns apt to make him commit actions of which 
he afterwards bitterly repented." Thoso '* bittarly repentant" 
men are no models of ours, and we are quite content to 6nd 
tliut, in our own day ami generation, the "deference duo to a 
gentleman " is either &o well understood, or bo utterly disbe- 
UoTod, that no man is to bo found insane enough to vindicate it, 
pistol in hand, at fourteen yards distance. We shall now nar- 
rate the occurrence which without in detail disposing of the 
tpecial pleading which Mr ltobart Chambers brings forward 
on behalf of Mr Macrae. 

On the evening of the 7th April 1790, Mr Macrae was blad- 
ing a lady out of the Edinburgh theatre, and endeavouring to 
find a a sodas chair in which she might be conveyed borne, when 
a misunderstand ing occurred between him a footman in the ser- 
vice of the lady of Sir George Raiusay of Banff. While the 
lady was in the act of stepping into a chair which had been 
procured, the footman seized hold of it, and declared that it had 
been engaged for his mistress, and pertinaciously refused to lei 
go his hold. Mr Chamber* says that the man was intoxicated, 
and that bis mistress had gone homo sometime previously, but 
oonlemporary accounts arc altogether silent on these ] 
there can be doubt that the Footman used somewhat intemperate 
language, but ho seems to have been provoked at the interrup- 
tion which he met with in the execution of his duty. Maorae, 
being a professed pugilist, immediately attacked the man and 
gave him an unmerciful beating. On the following duy Mr 
Macrae met Sir George Ramsay on the street, and being on 
friendly terms with that gentleman, apclogised for having boon 
compelled to chastise a servant of his on the previous evening. 
Sir George replied that the servant had only been a short time 
with him, that in foci he was Lady Ramsay's footman, and that 
he did not consider himself to ha»c any concern in the matter. 
Mr Macrae then said be would go and make au apology to Lady 
Kmnsay, which he did, and so the matter seemed to Inn 
mioated. Four days after, however, Mr Maorae received * 
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summon!., tt the imliw* of the servant who had commenced 
an action of damages for lbs assault. Not en the spur of lb e 
moment, but after a Jay's reflection, lie addressed the following 
insolent note to his friend Sir George,IUmsay. The reader will 
notice that it U ttndioinly en courteous, titer* not being a single 
expression to show the friendly footing en which the parties 
blood towards each other — 



11 o 



'• Marionvflle, Tuesday, 3 o'clock. 
"Sir— I received last night a summons, at the instance of 
James Merry, yoar servant, whose insolent behaviour to me at 
the theatre on Wednesday last I was obliged to punish severely 
which was the reason of my not insisting on you turning him 
offi but as he baa chosen to prosecute me, I must now insist 
that he shall either drssp the oniMcafciCD, nr (hat yon shall im- 
mediately turn him off. As to bis being Lady Ham say's ser- 
vant, it is cf no consequence to mc , I consider you as the mas- 
ter of your family, and expect what I have now demanded shall 
be complied witb. I am. Sir, your humble servant, 

James Machae." 

To this insolent and bellicose epistle. Sir George replied in 
the following gentlemanly terms— 

■ Sir. 

I nm jnst now favoured with yonr letter. I was 
ignorant that my Be it act had commenced a prosecution nntil 
your letter informed roc. Ho meets no encourogement from 
me ; and 1 hope, on considering the mailer farther, you will not 
think it incumbent on me to interfere in any respect, especially 
as the man at present is far frem being well 1 an, Sir, yours, &c 

H Tuesday, £ past three. George Ramsay.' 1 

at Mr Macrae was not to be put off in this quiet way, thftt 
very same evening a military friend of bis waitod upon Sir 
go with a second note, insisting of the dismissal of tln# 
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servnnt, under the threat that, unless this was complied 
■ he will inform you of tho opinion I entertain of your nnnduet.* 
As Sir George Ramsay did not boo fit to comply with the dicta 
tori ol demands of Mr Macrae, the friend of that gentlumou coo- 
aiflerod himself authorised to state that his principal considered 
Sir George to be a "Scoundrel," whereupon, with proper spirit 
the peace- seeking baronet declared that further conversation 
was unnecessary, and that all that now remained to be done was 
to fix on the time and plaise of meeting. With all becoming 
despatch it was accordingly arranged that tho "Fortunate 
Duelist a should have an opportunity of rendering Lsdy Ramsay 
a widow, in euusequence of the presumed indiscretion of her 
servant, on tho following day at twelve o'clock, on Musselburgh 
Units. When tlio parties arrircd on tho ground, Sir George 
offered that, if Mr Macrae would make ample apology M for the 
expression Ud the message delivered by his friend, he would 
pledgp himself thnt he would make his servant stop the prose- 
cution, or that he would dismiss him from bis service." The 
contemporary narrative briefly says — " Mr Macrae did uot agree 
to this, nor did his friend advise it" What mors he now wanted 
is not stated. An intorchaugo of shots was course now 
pensable, and the result was that Sir George Rsm.'oy received a 
wound, In consequence of which he died on the following day 
And so Mr Kobert (Chambers* chivBlric friend vindicated the; 
"oonae of defi-reneo which was duo to a gontlcmtn." That a 
man should be murdered for en utlcdyoJ indiscretion of liis pit* 
rant is strange, but that the perpretrator of the crime should 
find a special pleader in the author of the Traditions of 
burgh is stranger still 

Mr Macrae and his second immediately fled to FraiRMi 
such was the state of public feeling in reference to this mi 
that ho was advised not to risk the trial to which he was lej 
adjudged, lie was formally summoned, upon criminal let! 
dated 26th May 1790, to lake his trial for murder, upon 
26th June following ; but, ns ho did not appear, sentei 
outlawry, was pronounced against Liu, The law's proverbial 
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delay enabled Maciae lo convey his estate to trustees before the 
nee of .mi. awry was passed. 

Tho action brought by the in.vnian, who bad been the on- 
fortunate causo of this honourable murder, was not finally 
decided until February 1792. The sheriff ha viae awarded 
damages and expenses, the '' repentant duelist " brought the 
judgment under renew of the Court of Session, and tho cause 
came on before the loner House. That court unanimously 
sustained the judgment, uf the tariff, their lordships being of 
-.pinion that no amount of Abusive language could justify th'j 
aot cf beating a man to tho effusion of blood. Although tho 
cause was thus decided in favour of Merry the footman, it does 
not appear that be ever recovered the amount of damages 
awarded, or even the expenses incurred in determining what was 
really tho extent of M deference duo to a gentleman." 

Blr Micrae lived in exile for thirty years " the wreck of tho 
handsome sprightly man he had once been. 1 ' While wo cannot 
regret tha extent of punishment which his crime repaired, we 
Join vrith Mr Chambers in culling attention to this occurrence ns 
&c apt illustration of the evils which may result from giving way 
to the dictates of a fiery and impetuous temperament. 

Amid all the vaunted improvements of tho present century, 
the proceedings in our Police Courts abundantly testify that tho 
sneial enormity, for the remedy of which the wisdom of our 
yore-moMer* prescribed tho ll Riding of theStang," is by no means 
on the decrease-. As it is just possible that some of our reader:* 
may be unacquainted with the punishment aud the evil which it 
wati intended to cure. We may, therefore, briefly state, that 
tho obnoxious individual woa forcibly placed astride of a rough 
sapling, and this being elevated on the shoulders of a couple uf 
stalwart individuals, the popularly convicted was mercuY^Iy 
joltod over a proscribed distance ; any attempt to descend from 
bis anooreted eminence being forcibly prevented by the partici- 
pators in the fuu. The crime for which this punishment ma 
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lUvfnf premised tbU touch, mq proceed to give ft rUjfalng 
o uf ■ yi.In._r the ataog," with ft aupplenn-nt. At ft dale 
vhiaa our authority does uul specif), in a. amall outtagc, nratlj 

, viug the entrance to the road leading from K> 
through the irrigated moidowi lo the shoe*, lived ft good- 
rialured disiipatod gardener, named Joseph Scot*. When tot 
Joseph was perfectly uxorious, he looked upon bis better 
■ perfect treasure, ami was ready to do battle with the during 
wight wh<> did not instantly aubscribe to hia high-Huwu eulo 
% mma, Uufurtunately there w&5 on ugly reverse to this picture. 
»cr this follower (»f the primeval occnpsdoB wm in bti 
OUpft, h« gave a vory practical refutation to his household 
doctrines, by unmercifully thrashing hi* better, though cot 
bigger bftlf. Very possibly the good woman was content to 
laku this as ft small set-oft ugainst the every day compliments, 
at all ©Tents, although she wcusionally fled to ft neighbour* 
hr-use, to eacopo those ftrfibvff marks of hid uffecliou, tdio mads 
Ho public uouj plaint of his ill n-age. The other married ladies 
of " the townit " wero not disponed, however, quietly Eo pul "p 
with the degradation which was entailed on the body, in the 
person ol one of the sisterhood. After turnup been linked at 
fur a considerable lime, the gardener's crime became ho ftggTft- 
voted thit it could no longer be pn*»ed over s-ub li/mlEft, On 
odo occoaiou, having boon more than usually pot- valiant, Scott 
fofl" wed his wife into the house of a neighbour, and there cot 
only struck her. but attempthd to chase Ue a matron who had. 
ml* rion-d hilrrwrj him and what ho considered to be hi& acca*- 
turned recreation. If such glaring misconduct waa to bo per- 
mitted to pass unchallenged, the matrons of Restalriy might at 
one* bid adiaa to any alight claim which thoy had, heretofore, 
been considered to hold in reference to the arrangement of 
domestic matleri. At a meeting, duly courened, it was uuaui* 
moasly resolved that nothing short of "riding the slang" on 
.Gardener Scott, would be an adequate acknowledgement to the 
fomalo portion of the community, for the crime of which ho had 
been guilty. No sooner bad ihedeuisiuu been pronounced, than 
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tht-ro was an tmniedtuto anxiety amongst the young mr-n of the 

b to bat*- it carried into effect. On the following morning 
the gardener wu seized, while proceeding lu bis work, although 
harvly aober, and he wa* instantly mounted on a rough branch 
of a tree, which wa* in readiness fur tho occasion. After ho 
had been jolted twioe from one end of the village to the other, 

net mil nil the churchyard, some of the younger portion of 
the ferauU community suggested the propriety of superadding 
a ducking in Lochcnd. This is what we hove termed the Rev 
tali i« supplement to the " riding of the otaug," for, in general, 

mplo *' riding" was a severe enough punishment to keep a, 
man in everlasting remembrance of the cause for which it had 
been inflicted. On this occasion the youths, who had been the 
mitiirt<T> of female \engeance on the ill-stanvJ gardener, were 
*o far carried awuy by the excitement of the sport, that they 
instaDtly acquiesced in the proposed addition, and this the more 
readily that they knew Scott to be aa expert awimmcr. The 
result of the eiperiment, however, took all parties by surprise. 

ply recovered from his debauch, and smarting under lllti 
iniliction of tho 4(0*47, poor Scott when immersed in tho loch, 
at ODCe aank helplessly to the bottom. No provision had been 
mode for such a contingency, and before the body was recovered 
life had irrevocably tied. At the instigation of the widow, an 
investigation into the circumstances connected with this tragical 
occurrence was made by the baron bailie of Logun of Rostnlrig j 
hut, as it was proved that the "stang " was tho usual punish- 
ment for the crime of which Scott was notoriously guilty, and as 
it wan evident that a ducking only was intended by hia imiiicr- 
tiun in Mm loch, nothing n^ultcd from the inquiry beyond this, 
that the matrons and middens of Reitnlrig were counselled 
never to suggest that a ducking should bo suppcrodded to tho 
grievujaa penalty of "riding the stung,' 1 if tbry wished to pre- 
serve their right to this Scottish specimen of Lynch Law. 

In order mure fully to illustrate this ancient usage we quote 
the following curious document, the original of which id pm 
in the Register House at Edinburgh :— 
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" Petition to the bailie of the regalitie of Honlly f.n ■ : 
ttOO lu the atango (A.D. 1734). 

Uoin the much honoured the Bailie- of 
the R"gality of rJuutly, the humble 
complaint anil Representation of tht- 
Und«r Suhwribora upon Mr John 
Pro-vr, Hinband to Aone Jvhoston ia 
Humly. 
Humbly Shewing 

That upon tho eleventh of January Instant tho 
Said Mr John Fraaer Did under Cloud uf M^lit M >»l ,nl uraeuly 
and Barbarously Beat ami Brolee A d bis Said 

Spoufiu to tho offu»ion oi" )i' [■ Stood aad great buaard and p*ril 
ot ber Life. And not duly tlien but it is u>d)ui>>d practice as 
can be attested by Severn I Is »f the Neighbuurhiwd who 
divers and Sundry times ristm from their bi-d at fetid- nig) 
ban rescued her out of his mervileBi hands ur she had been rau-l 
miserably Butchered by him. And seeing )our 1'- li 
informed that Said Fruier hu given in ana information to your 
Lordships against Some of our gaud neighbour* Who up<n 
Suturduy hut being ilie twelfth ioetaat went to hia bouae a 
ing they Mould cauie bim to Ride tin- 6tauge (use and wont in 
such cues) but to our certain knowledge with no oilier design 
than to frighten and Dotcr him from Lia villainous and cra«ll 
usage of bi& Said Spouse in all time oaring. 

May it therefore please Your Lordship* 
to tako tbii our mare than most Lament- 
able caso into Your most Serioo 
siutr*iinu by granting A toleration U> 
ihe Stang which b&fl aol mily ever beeo 
practicable iu this place but in moat p&irte 
of this Kingdomu being wee know no est 

of Parliament iu the commit' : Or bLh if 
your Lurdshipe nan fail on a more pru- 
daot method wee must humbly beg Your 
opinion for preventing mure fatull cog 
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sequences, Otherwise upon the least 
disobligement given wee most expect to 
fall Victims to oar husbands displeasure 
from which Libera nos Demise. 

Ann Johnston Barbra Jessiman 

Agnas Scott Griaeal Allan 

Lilies Garden Janet Forsith 
Elizabeth Borgie Agnes Gordon 

i li Isobal keinp 

j*n Guthrie iP" 
Janet Roy 

With an attempt at prudence two of the ladies, it will be 
obserred have only given their initials. They must have bad a 
wholesome fear of their " husbands 1 displeasure " which they 
could not venture openly to brave eren to secure the privilege 
of the Stang. 

We do not know whether the following ballad be a modern, 
or a contemporary production, but it is so graphic and spirited 
that we must claim a place for it here. We find it in the 
*' Scottish Journal," without any reference to its authorship. 



THE RYDINGE OF THE STANG. 

11 Hech, kimmers ! " Betty Burgie cried, 

" I've gotten siccan fun I 
I think I'll never mair do guid, 

I're leughen aae an run ! 

Draw in about the creepie, Jean, 

Sit down, sirs, ane and a', 
And I'll tell the story head and tail, 

And how it did be£a'. 
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Tod useless brat, the Tutlaour curl, 

Began to ding Ml wife. 
Anil iwa three o' the neighbours roun* 

Dae hatiini taen bis life.'' 

" Whisht ! whisht !" cried Jami* Meldrurn, 
" Just hear that waesome mane ! — 

That devil's-buckie, Fraiser, 
He's thrashing's wife again. 

TherVa no an ook in a' tbo year 

But he gangs on the spree, 
And ihi:D his wee bit wifikie 

Maun a* bis anger dree. 

Tu keep my ain fireside in trim 

Trolh a' maun stir about i 
But lull ! lu bang a helpless thing: 

Wad shame a very bruto 1" 

Bjne out apoke Johnie Falconer, 

•' Shame fa' the dastard loon ! 
He't fit to bring & black disgrace 

Upon our landward toon." 

*' It waur weel waurd," quo* Sandy Brown- 

"And nufdna taV us lang — 
To scimc upon the oowardly carl, 

And gar him ride the atang ! " 



" Hmrra ! harm ! " eriud ano and a', 
"Kae sooner said than done !"— 

And for a enpling frae the *ud 
Full halt" a hurmerma. 



TALES AND TRADITIONS 01 UEITH. 317 

They trailed the Tailsoor fr*e his clouts, 

And set him on the slang, 
And aye they rode him up an' doon 

Amo' the motely thrang 1 

And aye the kimmers lengh and cried, 

" Hech ! gie'mt rough and Strang, 
There's na an ac' o* parlimeiit, 

'Gainst rydinge o' the stang I 

And how they gar'd him hodge and jump 

Upon the jaggit pole, 
I'm sure 'twas mair than rample-bane 

O 1 mortal man could thole I 

The Tailsour like a trooper sware 

He'd bang them at the law, 
But the mob o' loons and kimmers \ 

Gae the tither great guffaw. 

They rode him by the stan'in' stanes, 

And round the rery kirk, 
And aye the Tailaour's hurdies 

Gat the tither waesome jirk. 

Wi' shout and cry they bare him by 

The cordiwaner's sta'. 
But case it sud be his turn neist, 

Haith, Cordy slunk awa\ 

At length and lang frae aff the stang 

The Tailzour lap by force, 
And hirpled to his clouts again 

Just like a spavied horse. 
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And eye the kimmera leagh, and cried, 

" Yev'e golten't het and Strang, 
Then-'* nae a cure for druken carls 

Like rydinge o' tbe slang. 

I've lived id Huntly, wife and bairn, 

Twa score o' yean and mae, 
But never gat the half the fun 

That I hae gat the day. 

1 konna what we wires would dee 

Wi' csrU that drink and bang 
lint fur the wholesome discipline 

O rydinge on the a tang." 

Although the mysterious murder of Degbie, the messenger d 
the liriu-h Linen Company's Bank, was not perpretratsd is- 
Leith, nt ill as the victim was a resident in the town, and at tfas 
I'nul deed hud eTidenily been planned in consequence of a know- 
c:l«e that h p was in tho regular practice of conveying largi 
f urns of money fr<-m Leith* tu Edinburgh ; and, aa the link 
evidence we have on the subject shows that he was dogged up 
Leith Walk on tbe day of his assassination, we think we ars 
<|uitv justified in giving a place in our local history to a brief 
narrative of what little is known regarding the transaction. 

On the afternoon of the 30th November 1806, shortly after 
five o'clock, a person who had occasion to pass through tbt 
entry leading to Tweedale House, then occupied by the British 
Linen Company, now by Messrs Oliver and Boyd the well-known 
publishers, stumbled over an object which, on examination, 
proved to Oe the body of a man just expiring. On lights being 

* The British Linen Bank was the first to establish a branch at 
Loith. The premises of the bank at this period were situated at 
the west corner of Bridge Street, olose to the upper drawbridge. 
Begbie lived in the back part of the house. 
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procured, it was discovered that the unfortunate individual" was 
"William Begbie, a porter connected with the Leith branch, 
into whose heart a knife had been driven, with unerring preci- 
sion, so that be bad bled to death undiscovered, within a few 
feet of one of the most crowded thoroughfarea of the city. It 
was found that he had been robbed of a package of notes 
amounting to £4392, which, in the ordinary course of his duty, 
be was conveying from Leith to the head office. The murder 
had been accomplished with the utmost deliberation, and the 
arrangements connected with it displayed great nicety of calcu- 
lation. The knife used on the occasion was a broad thin blade, 
carefully ground to a point, and several layers of soft paper 
were wrapt around the handle, so as to prevent, if possible, any 
blood from reaching the person of the murderf r, and which 
might be instrumental in leading to his detection. Most ener- 
getic measures were resorted to in order to discover the daring 
and deliberate assassin. A reward of Five hundred guineas was 
offered for his discovery, every suspicious house in the town was 
searched, and patrols swept all the country roads, without any 
satisfactory result. The whole evidence obtained amounted to 
nothing more than this, that Begbie was seen accompanied by 
a man part of the way up Leitb Walk, and, about the time at 
which it was supposed that the murder had been committed, 
some children affirmed that they saw a man rush out of the 
entry, and disappear down Leitb Wynd, nearly opposite. There 
was some reason to conclude that the knife had been purchased 
about two o'clock on the day of the murder, between which time 
and five o'clock it must have been prepared for its deadly pur- 
pose, and the murderer must have proceeded to Leith to watch 
and waylay his victim. A number of people were apprehended 
on suspicion, but, with a single exception, they were able to 
produce satisfactory proofs of their innocence. The exception 
was a person of dissolute habits, who was engaged as a carrier 
between Edinburgh and Perth. In consequence of the unsatis- 
factory nature of his explanations, he was kept in custody a con- 
siderable time, the suspicions being very strong against him, as 
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he had been seen in ttie neighbourhood about the time • 
murder, lu() ^ be refused tu explain «u what lc was 

tfwi engaged. As it was afterwards discovered that alt 
ho had been engaged in gomothiog of a criminal natur* at :hii 
verj time, bo had nothing to do with ihe murdt-r, he was dis- 
charged froin couflueumnt. Niue mooch 8 rolled over 1 
furnishing any incident which could be supposed to throw light 
oo the mysterious tragedy. la August IB>'7, about ££!< 
she uutes were found, concealed under a hedge, in the grounds 
of Bellevue, and these consisted wholly of the targe note*, the 
circulation of which was most lilcely to lead 10 detection. Very 
nearly fifty-six years ha?e oiupacd bioco. the occurrence of tt» 
■lurder, without, any evidence conclude (ttniu^h having 
brought to light, lo fix the perpetration of the crime upon any 
particular individual. In nil human probability, the mu 
has, years ago, passed from earth to hie final audit. Mr 
Chambers says that '* the only person ou whom suspicion ul 
with any force during the sixteen years ensuing upon the 
action, was a medical practitioner n. Leilh, a di&aoluto man and 
a gambler, who put an end lo his own existence cot lun^ 
Ihe murder. Dut I am not acquainted with any particular cir- 
cumstances on which this suspicion was grounded, beyond tbe 
a*icide, which ought spring from oth»»r cauics.'' 

lu a town, veot from Edinburgh, there recently LmdaVl indi- 
vidual regarding whom there U a popular belief that he wa 
cerned in this murder. Beyond the facts that ho was in 
burgh at the time, of its occurrence, and that, within a v»ry 
brief space of time, be returned to his native placu with a largo 
accumlation of money, we, like Mr Chamber-, are not aw 
any circumstances beyond those we have mentioned '''on 
the auspuiou is grounded, 1 ' but, nevertheless, it ia a curieul 
belief In lie locality. Our own belief is that the mnrdo 
Rogbie was James Mnckoull, a London thief, who wa* in 
bua-gh at the time of the murder, who returned to the city 
following year, probably lo look after the concealed 
who wan ultimately convicted of an extensive robbery 
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raislcy Bank. The evidence adduce 1. in the Lift and Trial fj 
Jama Mackoult, although it might fail to aatisfy a jury, ii all 
but iviiu/laiiw**, to a more reader, that Maukoull ivaa tho mao. 
Mr Dea4*DH v of Leiih, who gained very greut credit to himself 
iu tho carry iug out of ibis case, has, ire think, adduced evi-f • i o 
ennuch to justif) our belief Uutf the London burglar id | i:„ 
"im assassin was ou« and Che same juts jo. Still, in the 
abpencc <.f h-gal proof, there is a mystery about ;ln» daring 
crime wbiuQ leads abort of romance^) iu anonymous p 
trator. 

Mr Donovfin di&covorod o man io Loith acting a* a teacher, 
who, in li'Ofi, was a sniK.i boj bd iigiug to a ship t!»en in LmUi 
harbour. On the after uuuii of tho Border be vvus carrying up 
smuggled irticia bQ a (ru-mi in Edinburgh, whpn he 
icd " a tall man carrying a yellow coloured parcel under his 
, and a gntted nun, dressed in a black coat, dogging 
He at once concluded thut the man w'uh the !.■ a reel was o smug- 
gler, and the other a custom-house officer. Foarf il of detection 
himself, he watched their uianaju^res with eonwdcrahle Uteree** 
Ue loal sight of the parties fur a abort time, hut when he CUM 

trite in Tweedule'a Close, he taiotju [presumed] aatom-kmat 

came rutuunff out of if, triih something wider his coat.' 
re can be no doubt but ihia was the moidcr.r, and the de- 
•onptivu jfiTeu coincided exactly wiih the appearance of Mur- 
koull. Although the hoy heard of the inun'.tr b'furu he left 
L»ith, ..(Ugbl of communicating what ha had seen to 

the authorities, and he was shortly after captured, and carried 
Co u French prison, where he remained for many jeers. 

Mackonll resided in Edinburgh from Bapttmbar 18*5 till the 
end of 1806, lodging very near the si-ece |of the murder, »nd 
lie Mia u frequent visitor to the coffcc-rLiom of the Ship Livera 
M Li-itJi. This notorious villiuu died in Edinburgh Jail iu ld2Q. 
Ho was condemned to he eataeirtad for the liank robbery, but 
was under reprieve at the time of his death. 

Leaving the southern end east-era suburbs of Lcith, wo turn 
Ko. XXI. 
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for a little to those on its western side, The village 
Kewhuren f-ji ms part of (ho parish of Nurih Leith, although 
If.ra niimbiT of years it has heen disjoined qunaii sacra. It is % 
place of considerable antiquity, although iho exact date of it* 
origin cannot be precisely fixed ; nevertheless, we know (but la 
the 1Mb century it possessed a chapel dedicated to the Virgir, 
and from which it was occasionally deiignated "Our Lady's Port 
vf Grace.'' Although Newbovca possesses two piers, its only 
tftippi/i/j tousiiits of fishing boo (a. The Chain Pier, the only one 
.in the coast, was const meted in 1821, at an expense exceeding 
£4000, and was for u time rather a successful speculation, be- 
sides being a great accommodation to passenger steamers on the 
Firth, there never lung less than a depth of Ore or six feet, etea 
at low water ; while (ho harbour of Leith could only be entered 
at high lido. Evil times, howover, fell upon it; and tliocrcctioa 
of the Duke of Buccleuch's pier atGranton, gave it the uiiibhing 

It is now almost only used as the bead quar 
" Forth Swimming Club," u young hut already strong and 
ua association. No attention appears to be paid to Ucrp- 
.. in repair, cud, cousequently, we fear, it is fast hastening to 
decay. Its present deserted and ruinous appearance contrasts 
very slrikiogly with the bustle it was wont to exhibit not a great 
many years ago. ' 

The oelp antiquities in Newharen are portions of the old 
nhajie! referred to, which stand in the middle of the present 
burying ground. The ahapul appears to have boen a very nar- 
row building, of no great extent ; and although port of the Hall* 
still remain, rhey hare boen built against on one aide, and ao 
beplosterod on the other as completely to conceal all traces of 
its stylo of architecture. The burying- pi ace, which now occu- 
pies the alee of the chapel, lies between the main street and (ha 
Ren, and If so elosi>ly »urr<>ufM#d by houses that, nnleag it we» 
out, a stronger might pass it a thousand times 
without d its whereabouts. From the number of 

little mounds which crowd the surface of this confined tpot ii 
Heat that many generations of "free fishermen, 
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ootid their lait resting-place beneath. What is somewhat sin- 
gular, there is but one »olilory " bcad-sicn " in this burying- 
locr, and that marks the pravo ofa pi-rson belonging lo EJiu- 
urgb. No native of Ncwhaieu lias bad either the vanity to 
Utmgnista his own hurinl place, or the filial respect to point oat 
>a>t of his parents — a practice elsewhere so common in Scot- 
rjil. Neither want of means our material cuuM have been the 
rjgtoal cause of this ; a-thou^h now, *n densely b the burying- 
'i!ed, wo suspect space could ^ t I ♦.- spared for a stuno wore 
By one deoirous of bov IwUhilimJrng their having 

le benefit of the purifying sea breewe, the fa 
urmunding the grave-yard must be very unhealthy, more 
ipeciftlly as the lower floor* of some of them arc actually 
tire fe*t below the surface-level. It io now some eighteen 
Itnail i jierjt took place iu [bis ground, being 

ntireiy superseded by the cemeteries of Warrieton and Roae- 

Ttie name of Ncwhaven was bestowed by James IV., who 
1 to have made it the Bite of a royal dock-yard,* tut 
ial er»l other favourable intentions towards Ncwhaven weie 
uiitraled by the greedy jeal>u»y or' Edinburgh. Prevented by 
ilurul causes from having; a harbour of its own, mid baviu|* 
mtrired to get Leitu into complete vassalage, Edinburgh waa 
uterminod that no other harbour should exist near it, KoUm 
?on eimilur eondliions to that of Lcitb. Ncnbavcn could mmt 
rluinly have been formed iato an. admirable harbour, with 
mpnriifively littlo on: lay. But fate willed it otherwise ; and 
jwhsven continued, and bids lair to continue, a thriving, 

lowly increasing, iiebiug village. 
A local committee was appointed in 13G4, for the purpose of 
ncerting measures for the) erection of a breakwater en the 
i3t aide of the present stone pier, so as to form a harbour for 
e fishing ciaft. Plans and specifications were prepared by lUts 

It isbelievodthat the "Great Michael" formerly referred to 
■ tin lit ut Niswhaveu. so that James must have carried his design 
rtially into eaecutioo. 
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Messrs Stevenson, engineers, Edinburgh, and the work will 

probably cost about XSOM. The aid of the IJ.mrd of Fi . 
the Board of Trade, and the authorities uf Edinburgh aud Ltilh 
ba* been solicited, while the fishermen themselves honourably 
and promptly rolnntecred to convey the stones n-cecsary for the 
work free of all charge from the quarry at Qnecnsferry. Berenl 
private parties have also encouraged the work by their subscrip- 
tion*, and already it is slowly adranoing. When completed 
will be a great advantage to those crop luytd in tho fishing trad* 
id this locality. 

The appearance of Newbaven is by no means pre possess t 
the mun itreot and tho lanes diverging from it generally exhibit 
evidences of the staple trade of the place, in the ehope of ash 
xiendn and other off*!, which especially in summer, render s 
progress through them rather a serious lax on tho olfactories. 
Of reoent years, however, there ie a great improvement it) (fail 
respect, the village having, by the " General Police and Improve- 
ment Act.*' been brought within the police bounds of Leith, and 
enjoying, along with Trinity, the advantages of watching, f 
lighling, and cleaning. Tho upper stories of all the houses, 
iicl'[i. tlio*e recently erected, btiaj* entered by what are coin- 
monly termed outside aLuirs, tends also to give the place- ■ 
irregu lar appearance. Some of the public bosses are famed fur 
their fish dinners, wbioh they cook in a style that would almost 
create an appetite " within the bones uf death." To ■ 
these, Nawharen is much retorted to by the young bucks of 
Kdiobtirgh, and many a cheap fish dinner has tut led in a deep 
debauch. Indeed, we are inclined to suppose tliat the innkeepers 
calculate somewhat upon this ; knowing that the fish nre thirst - 
bcgctling food, tho cheapness of the dinner is held oat as a 
of bait or inducement. 

In 1 Latin description of Lothian, written about 1640, 
preserved in MS. in the Advocates' Library, it U mentioned thai 
a manufactory of cables and ropes had, shortly before that time, 
been cslabliohod at Newhnven, but no auch work cow exists, 
and all traces of it have long suice passed away. 
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The principal attraction of New haven (apart from Ash din. 
oers) is its inhabitants; or, perhaps, wore correctly speaking, 
ita Fishwives. No doubt where there arc fishwives there must 
be fishermen ; but wore it not for the knowledge of this fact, 
occasional visitors might be half-dispoaed, in the case of New- 
haven, to fancy it otherwise. They may have dim and distant 
recollections of having seen a lew flab-out-of-the-water-looking 
individuals loitering aboat among the boats on the beach, but as 
there was nothing particular about them to excite inquiry, they 
arc probably still in blissful ignorance es to their identity with 
the fishermen of Newbaveu. Late in the evening, or at an early 
honr in the morning, they have doubtless seen fishermen at the, 
pier, with great boots half-way up their thighs, stalking out and 
in their boats with baskets of fish or bundles of oela, but these 
men were at Newbaven, there was no proof that they were of it 
Ono reason, and a chief one, for the rare appearance of the 
fishermen, is their constant employment at sea — except in very 
severe weather — they having the occupation of oyster dredging 
additional to that of moat others following a similar culling. 
Evon when the Btato of the weather prevents the fishermen going 
to sea, they generally confine themselves within duors, leaving 
to the women, in the absence of fresh fish or oysters, the task of 
doing something for a livelihood by dealing in various kind* of 
salt Hah, which they do not cure themselves, but purchase from 
the wholesale dealers. When the male portion of the com- 
munity da saunter about in such seasons, there are few visitors 
to remark their presence. 

The peculiar dress of the 6shwives, which baa rendered them 
less or more known all over Scotland, is as fulluwa : — over a 
ghvrtffoam, which, however, is not generally visible, they wear a 
sort of coarse, heavy, blue pea-jacket, while their nether- woman 
is wrapped round with a multitude of petticoats, amounting, as 
we are credibly informed, to the mystical number, nine; soma 
of these are worn in the usual way, bat two or threo are always 
gathered up about the middle, hanging down a little way in front, 
which gives them a breadth of beam that must gladden the *\«* 
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of l Dutch man. It mi y bo remarked that the upper petticoats 
ore of a striped sort of stuff called, wo believe, druggit^vA 
always v( different colours. As they carry their load of fish « 
the back, in a creel, supported by a broad leather belt resting 
on the forehead, * thick napkin is their usual head dress, al- 
though occasionally a mutc/i. Math a vory broad frill, edged with 
lace, and turned beck ou the bead, is seen peeping from uniin 
the napkin. A variety of kerchiefs, similar to that on the head, 
encircle the nock and bosom, which, with thick worsted stock- 
ings and heavy shoes, complete the costume. This rnny bt 
thought a clumsy and complicated sort of dress, but as everr- 
thing is scrupulously clean and tidy, the petticoats somewhat oi 
the shortest, the understandings unexceptionable, arid the cod 
plexion in general fair and ruddy, it has a most picturesque »nd 
striking effect. On Sundays the dress of the fishwives differ* 
little from that worn by otheri of the 3ame class elsewfai 
less it may be that they cherish a somewhat strong fancy for tfct 
brightest colours uud showiest patterns that are usually pro* 
riuced in cotton, woollen, or silk ; and that the dresses ore mads 
up after a uniform and rather antique fashion. 

Accustomed as those women are from childhood to constant 
out door hard labour, they possess great strength, and in man/ 
cases will carry to Edinburgh, without any apparent effort, up- 
wards of a hundred -weight, with which they walk nbout tb« 
streets until they find customers. Indeed, so much accustomed 
are they to these luads, that when they have disposed of the'u 
fish they seem to feel themselves somewhat like a ship « 
ballast, and certain apochrypbnl-luoking stories are told of thoi: 
putting stones in their creels when returning borne, by way of 
steadying their walk. We can say very little fur the melody of 
the fishwives' cries; thoy are more remarkable for their loadaesi 
than their musical quality. That of oysters, in particular, 
which is rather a favourite with musical amateurs, appears D) 
ua to us to he a cross between a howl and a scream. la bargain. 
making the Nowhaven fishwives resemble all others of their 
fraternity (if the phrase be allowable), generally asking for their 
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modiUos fully mora than double what tin 1 / an? prepuretl 
tales, and nothing teems to annoy thorn more than I lit' refusal of 
a party wish whom they arc treating to give thorn a lode. 
Although, as we have said, the dress of the fishwives is nut uu 
becoming when tidy and olean, it is very slatternly when other 
wise, and on iho whole wo arc compelled to admit that cleanli- 
ness is very far from being considered in juxtaposition with 
godliness in the creed which is most in rogue in our fishing 
villages. On thin point;, we are glad to sny, that NewhavBn is 
somewhat in advance of its neighbours on tho ooast, as tho fol- 
lowing extract from " Local Reports on the Sanitary Condition 
of tho Labouring Population of Scotland " fully tOUUsa. 
Speaking of Fisberrow and Musselburgh, Mr Stevonaon, surgeon, 
says, "The women and children aru most abominubly dirty in 
their habits ; some few of the women who attend the market in 
Edinburgh are more cleanly, but in general they are beastly." 
According to tho same authority, thoir dwellings are of the most 
miserable description, far worse than the worst of those at Now- 
buveti. We find in tbis report a rery curious corroboration of 
our remark about cleanliness, tbe Reporter says, "There ia a 
regular appointment of scavengers in tbe town ; but it would 
be an absolute impossibility for ilium to keep these parts elvan, 
eren should there be one to almost every close. The people 
connected with tho fishing trade, in most instances, are very 
obstinate, and it is a very difficult thing to persuade them that 
what they are accustomed to is not right and proper." It never 
baa, we beliete, been precisely ascertained what connexion there 
is between selling fish and scolding, although the faot is indis- 
putable, that all dealers in this commodity excel in that branch 
of polite accomplishments now universally known as Billings- 
gate. The women of Newhaien arc in no respect behind their 
compeers in tbis acquirement ; indeed, wo rather think that, 
from the cool and easy wsy which they go about It, that they 
have somewhat improved on the practice. It is a treat of its 
kind to listen to a littlo of their wordy warfare ; their command 
language and abundance of gesticulation being alike remark- 
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ahl#. We remember baring been present at ft aeolding motrb 
at Newharen which amused us much, The pare 

*ud her slaughter- in-law — the latter at an up* 
Jhw, ide fiirmr-r in the street ; time— evening 1 , and pitch dark. 

i the parties could ace «'neh other, the) 
up the fire rcry hotly f«<r ai least half-an-hmir, and *b> 

Eta* being rrtd out, tbe old lady appeared to be Ghrowiag 
in a T*ry damaging fire, having Attacked that must in 
point — her daughter-in-law's personal appearance. 'i't 
-re heard was to this rfFeet— " Aye ! a pretty pic- 
are ; our J«ck maun hae been blio' u' the ae ec and gleyed o" 
baf when he took sic a faggot as you ! " 



The fishwives axe very rarely seen under the influence of 
liquor ; but this, wo are sorry to say, does iw.t arise from tln'ir 
abstemious nubile; but from the circumstance that their robuit 
constitution.- and laborious habits enable them to drink large 
i|uarit itie» without any bad effects being perceptible. Intemper- 
ance appears (o be the besetting sin of the fishermen on this 
coast Referring to those iu the parish of Tranent, and along 
the coast of Eiv>t Loihi»u, Dr Scott Alison says, in the Hepurt 
already quoted— "Theie people, I understand, ore very impro- 
vident, and are considerably addicted to dissipation. They are 
generally in *nut ; live in houses, some of which are kept clcan i 
and some in a state of gross filth. Their earnings, which are 
occasionally very considerable, are not laid aside, as they might 
be, for seasous of comparative want, but are generally spent in 
Iho purchase of whiskey." Speaking of the fishermen of 
IVIh rrow, Mr Steteuaoo reports that " they are generally filthy 
in their hahits, both in their dwellings, persons, and families 
They are much addicted to dissipation end drunkenness, are 
very improvident — so much so, tbat though making large sums 
occasionally, thay never hove anything laid past for sickness or 
times of distress. * * * There are frequent brawls among 
them arising from this constant habit of intemperance. • ■ * 
The men seem to have no honourable ideas ; it is almost 
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Mttlble in mtmt cases In :.< i j.mutul of an account, lr.ui 

".(- | ■ f . - 1 - 1 ,~- ; thwj «'|| n< t a!_v refuse payment, Lut pnrhups 

UWer nil the abuse OD Hi. pi.ny who a»ks it ihfy ran I liink 

We »i" h I'i'V t > suy tlmt these characteristic* apply in u 

Umlted fagm to the Nev.!»avi>n Fishermen, anions 

t:» foWtd many tire intelligent end highly rHtpectablu in-n. 



The men rarely intermarry with ibe women uf other fibbing 
ll&ges, and still more rarefy with females who do rot balonej 
I) (be fishing community. This latter fact ia generally remarked 
a* a somewhat singular characteristic, by those who have had 
occasion, to describe ibe manners and ens turns of fishermen, but, 
in our opinion, it is qaite a natural result, and calls for no par- 
ticular remark. A wemsa of ony other class would be almost 
<t altogether, u.-elees as a tihhennau'i wife, she would bo a 
wger to the peculiarities uf the tribe, unacquainted with the 
iblinj* uf nuts, tfae baiting and preparation of linos, and quite 
le to lake up her proper position as ngarua the piscatorial 
to. 

'hese coutinucd intermarriages lead to considerable confiubn 
ic noni'-tiL-luiuic uf a small community. There are so many 
ho name lurae, that il in difficult to distinguish individuals 
loul the addition of a nick-name, derived either from per- 
tal peculiarities or from whimsical association*. This 
additional nunc follows the legitimate one, and is always added 
by the wearers when signing any contract or olber formal docu- 
ment. Wo have now before us a number of agreements, anade 
wiih North country fishermen, and find the following, among 
the distinctive appellations, which have been assumed by 
individual* or familiei— " King, Prince. Gdonel, Dcual, Shavey, 
Ho, Sauoy Bo, Bobban, Loaf, Lock, Toll, Pamie, Cram, Tamic, 
Sbang, Wniic, Cbim." la a list uf ihirtv-om- there is only 
una individual who contents himself with name arid surname, 
all ilw others rejoice in throe names, save a few who oro extra- 
vagant enough to tako four, such for example as "John Hiuhir 
Young John." The Newhaveu men have a somewhat differaat. 
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way uf Accomplishing the name end, when uri additional nam* 
IM niws.-ary they add that of their wives to their nwti 
>*e Wfor« ua the Report of a Friendly Society, hold U 
Nuwhavcn, and the array of name* is rwj 
arstocratio, we quole a foa* at random, — " TboflOM Wi 
WihUM — A U- xandar Luton Hall — James -Jam* 

T'lucker Durham — Thoa. Linfun Liiii»u," V> ** s&h ■ 

t sadly bothered, ou oue occasion* in ou 
ignorance of this peculiarity. An individual whu una known in 
him and tho non-fishing portion of Uto oommuuity *. 
Linton, asiaming thai 10 be I p him one day »nd 

stated tbat be wished the name of bis child ij b* f'Ui ia ihe 
ltwpcrt under the bead of " Funi-r*! Money." Uo&aol 
accordingly wrote down ** Jolm Listen's child," but the fiibtr 
man at odob corrected biui with — •■ Nj ! uu! that'll no dae, pot 
down John Luton FIncker's child." "Oh jr«," replied the 
I i n, ur, "but I thought it *w your own ohild." 
aniwerod tbo fisherman. "Welljbutdid ninotl 

that it was Mr Fluckvr'o child ? " " No ! no ! its in_v i 
Well, then 'John Liaton'a child' m right enough after ail" 
• N-, no, that'll no dao at a', pit down Juhn Liaton Fl 
chiliL." *' I don't understand you ut all," oaid the uujtoltd 
printer, "it; is your child is it not. ? '' After seme further uniting 
about tbo ba&h, the fisherman at leugth £&vq sueh an explana- 
tion us enabled the printer to make tbo terrection in the way 
that was wanted, and at the siiilc time nuke u aujehl addii 
his stock of useful knowledge. We have never had the EViiVUH 
U) bo present at a tishcrtuuii's marriage, but wo are inl 
that these festivals are rather reiuarkabtu uiluirs, and ere con- 
ducted with an extravagance the very opposite of their usual 
way of life. 



The following account of some of tho mperstittOM which still 
hold their ground at Newharen, whs furni>)><'d to on by & gen- 
tleman intimately acquainted with tho subject, and in every wi 

qualified to do it justice : 
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The remark is exceeding true, though hy no moans origi- 
nal, that tho population of oar Fishing Vi Hugos is the moat 
illiterate and supercilious of any grade amongst the peasantry 
of Scotlaad ; and the village of Newbavcn, although verging on 
the iMnrtno' of the so-called intellectual city of Edinburgh, forms 
no exception to the rule. 

" Dwelling only a few bow-shots from the metropolis of an 
ancient kingdom, this people remain isolated — apart— distinct in 
costume and dialect, in manners and modes of thinking- The 
customs, laws, and tradition* of their forefathers appear as if 
they had been stereotyped for their use; innovations to them 
are detestable, and improvements arts characterised as ' n€w~ 
f&tgtect/iess.' Tho rough edge nf the ainetteoth ei-otury fass 
scarcely smoothed down ony of their ssporitica, nevertheless wc 
are led lo believe that the whimsical fancies and ideal terrors, 
which so sorely iifflleted the hut generation, are beginning to sit 
Bon loosely on tho present race. Some of the more titiora/ can 
aiT'ird to .-mile, nay cvea to laugh, when the subject is brM I I 
on the tapis ; these, however, ore the select few, Bol the gr»>nl 
bull; ftf th« 'natives." 

" If an uninitiutod greenhorn of a landsman •hinc-il to be on 
board of a New haven boat, and, in the ignorance and simplicity' 
of liiR heart, talked about ' Salmon,' the wholn crew— tit least »' 
few years ago — would start, grasp the nearest iron tAosMfij and 
tail aim, " Cautd iron 1 " " Could iron I " in order la ihti tho 
calamity which such n rash use of the appellation was calculated 
to indue* ; and the said nominated gentlemen would very likely 
have been addressed in some such courteous terms ns " Oh, yo 
■grant brut, cud ye no ca'd it liodfish 1 " Wo tu the tnifortu- 
ri : » 1 -- wight, be he Kpiseopnlian or Prashjterian. Churchman or 
Dissenter, who, being flioat, talks about 'the Mini-tor,' — there 
is a kind of undefined terror visible on every countenance if 
haply tola unlucky word is spoken j and we aovise our roi 
should they hereafter have occasion, when water-borne, to spook 
of a clergyman, to cull him ' the man in the black coat;' the 
thing will be equally well understood, and can give nflnuM lo 
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Wo wurii thi'iii nonWTflT, to be guarded und circumspect 
ahonid ilu- iil.-n of a rot nr pig Hit across their minds, And, 
should necessity demand tho utterance of thoir nnmca, let the 
I called ' Tbeebvl mil the other 'Sandy j* so shall they 
be landed on terra Jirma in safety, and neither ibeir ears nor 
| -..■ r i... inn lie insulted by piscatory wit In tht» sarao out 
*"■ place every four-footed beast, from the elephant moving 
nitmn-.-fit the Jungles Of HimloHtau to the mouse that burrows 
under the coltnge hfurih-stone. Some quadrupeds, however, 
lire more 'unlucky 1 thon others ; dogs aro detestable, hogs 
horriblr, and hares hideous I 
"It would appear that Friduy, for certain operations, is th? 
aafartunata — for other* the most auspicious day in lh« 
weft. On that day, no sane fisherman would commence ft 
Greenland voyage, or proceed to the berring-g round, ttud 
in har day of the weelt would he be married. After matun 
and drop cogitation, wo confess ourselves unable to tolri 
antithetical problem, hut must leave it for the conaidcraP 
il it u peripuieiie philosophers who vend wisdom in the Waterloo 
Room ana BHewbere, at the rate of threepenro per head ; w# 
vouch for the truth of cur statement nevertheless*" 



The illustration we are now about to give is from n 
informant, who was eye and ear witness to the proceeding* 
which ho describos — " I was proceeding down the Firth in a 
small boat, a few weeks ago, when 1 had an opportunity of be* 
coming acquainted with the fact that supertiittons of a very 
gross kind have tiill a great held on the minds irf tho li 
part of our population. It was blowing pretty fresh, and, whilo 
we were passing a boat engaged in oyster dredging, one of the 
crew mode some remark about the sail we carried, which gave 
offence to a seaman od board. ' Wait until 1 show you 1>. 
serve the beggars for that,' said be, and, raising his vokp, be 
shouted, * Brounper's in yonr head sheets!' Instantly all wu 
bnstleand animation on board the fishing boat, the dredge wu 
hauled in, tho oars were got out, and the boat was mndt- Itf 



TALES 4VP TRADITION Of i i.ITIT. 



333 



describe a circle two or three times -, suil-wa* then made on the 
bmi, and they did not resume their operaiions while we remained 
in sight. On enquiring the meaning Of those uh*raanio werdu, 
I learned that tho drcudod 'Broungur ' was an oU nslienoiui 
win-, afe OH time, resided at H u >l irhoi *hen uoublc 

to go tu sen himself, used to &bk a tun' oyst'-rs it listt Imm his 
-.11 (heir return from Sahiog. On »ouie occasions, 
when liis rc^ucals hod been denied, he had wioli.u ' ill luck ' t<> 
the parties on i lie i r next trip ; and aUliougli, nuturully enough. 
Mi is n-nild sometimes happen whether lie wished it Of DOC, still 
an impression was created time hi* *word lit,' uud, in 

order to propitiate him, hia moderate drmanda were ultimately 
viewed in die Ughl of an e&Lulili-lie.] dim My InforMI 
unable in tMM why the mere mention i.I" hia MBM should llil] 
bt> considered to unlucky by the N«Whft*QD muii, but lie u 
me that he h»l tested it on luatiy OBfl—i0ft % uud had unihiriuly 
found that they abandoned whatever work they were engaged 
in when it ffu pKtnoRllMd* H* added that, when pilots N*ft 
hard run by Ntwharcn men in the way of business, they at 

once got ridoftbea by u dose oi* 'Broungtr.' Being »i New- 
haven shortly after, I »*nga£<>d u bum Bo luke mo out to a vew-l 
in tho Heads, and, wishing to try tho otftjou of tho mysterious 
WOBda at head-quar(er* ( I said qu-.vtly to llic boatman, 
• Brouugtsr's iu your head-»heet*.' Hi did nut appear to under- 
stand nil-, hur, on - if- ba laid, 'You ftboold not 

say that, Sir, wo don't like it h< r ■.' Uo BJF iiblOg him i 
reason of hia dud ike, tie tried to evade the questiou, and ulti- 
mately to hiiigh uiT tho subject. It was perfectly apparent that 
he was very ill at case, and by no menu- NlnthAd i).'- RUtUon m 
which I had treated the BOfcJftOt Bcfim parting with him I 
learned that he had formed one of tbfl crew of the oyiUT-buat 
which performed the enriom evolutions «f whioh 1 have ■lfoadt 
made mention, " Our informant also status that the lis!.. 
" liuve an aim c-t equal dislike at h*ariu£ the name 01 u QarMta 

' Johnny Soag* or • Boggle/ und that ihey ba*e bees known En 
slay from soa because this name bad been mentioned in il.eir 
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hearing whde on' the way to the boats.' 1 With regard to the 
person why, many yean ago, rejoiced in the cognomen of 
" Jlrounpcr," we may uvur. thul his mt-mury will be co-existani 
in Newhaven with ih«i of Th< nil the Rhynuror Michn. 
not that be had a titha cf the talent of these celebrated nccro 
in&r.cers, but he could make human hearts quail, and wtll-ikt! 
moathl '- ip^uil — and cu'U disgorge much of their content!. 
And this, we may he pormiltf-d to fay. is no mean feat among* 
ft- nr If- as and uiuuimanLvin* generation, 

Broungi-r was not only a " llinl " himself, but what was much 
worse ho was the son of a u flint," Now, some ignorant country 
coann msy be upt to enquire the meaning of the term \ and we 
o^ttin huni-stly confess that we cannot satisfy this landatv- 

U we could wish, — we rather incline to think that a '* flint" 
mean* n person known or rasp, i-ied to be "uncanny" — having 
■ ur*e with " tricksy sprites," who would 
&id his friends or annoy his enemies ; this was all bis su ■ 
fade, and be liu-d on it. 

\\ <■ hava teen fortunate trough to light on the following 
originol ballad, c-mpiififrd several ye era ago, by aomo "nc-. 
weal poettr," whioh aJbldfl euuiu fuiluer Uluitoation uf the sub- 
ject— it is Entitled — 



tux mx>±x's rmanr, or joc* ranTAH's taxd^. 

As plump as onj rswn. fluke, 

Or sawmon frao Lochleveo, 
Wm pretty Folly Partan, 

The beauty o' Nowhavon ; 
Her cousin Jock bad courted her 

A twalmoatb an' a day, 
An' (ireaa'd bi* suit sue nay hard, 

She wismu what to say. 
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No* Jock wai soopte as as e*l, 

And handsome as a Hog, 
An' like a podley "Castio" 

Could dance the fisher's fling ; 
He waa sharp as onj mackerel), 

An' solid as a skate, 
An' he lov'd his pretty cousin 

As a cod likes mussel-bait. 

Hia mitber Nell bad slipp'd awa, 

And Jock lock'd unco blue, 
Be had nane to sell his • deal " o' fish 

Nor cry his "caller oo •" 
Sae he grippet Polly Partan, 

An* sae weel his cause he pled, 
That on Sunday comin' frae the kirk 

Tkey bargained to be wed. 

Weel ! Friday cam', the growin' moon 

8bone beautifully clear, 
An' a' the boats wi' flags were dreat, 

Frae Aonfield to the pier ; 
An' Doctor Jubnstone, worthy man, 

Had twa three hoars to spare, 
Sae be toddl'd to New haven. 

An' splited the happy pair. 

Ob ! mony a gnde advice that night 

The Doctor threw away, 
An' mony a fervent wish was breath'd 

That abort migbt be his stay. 
For the brandy bottle i' the bole 

Ayont the quartern brick, 
Like modest merit hid its face 

Till the Doctor cut hia stick. 




T-wrv inri'.i — imc --V* win* ir-mit 

A y II TBI twmj KL 
Wm hfrnmyrr wC OIK WiT *• 

P«r*i 0*n«gti th* ■»■■ pne : — 
" Omw ' jfaoni row o«ra o«t ay stuivi' 

Th> a— ag — ■ mi gad. 
• Or j* *fc*fl r» Ac boar a' day 

Tkaft j« vcr groan aid brifc-"* 

i/tr rugged brow an' farrow? rhui 

1W penewmtioo rima'd, 
Wbm ftkobol'i vennlfioft bswj 
Ho »«ry Utely bemm'd ; 
Tb«lr iUlinn koecs cms other kaack'd, 

Ad* whito wi* ewer/ % 
An' iboy qairer'd lik* u mooj cod 

Wh#o hooekJi bj the " cHp I " 



taj.es ahd tuditiohs of ldth. 337 

Then op gat Tammy Tnrbot, 

An' down gaed Tammy's cup. 
An' like a trail o' haddock lines 

He redd the matter up ; — 
11 Let rik i body gie'm a corse, 

An' Jock may gie him iwa, 
An 1 the cliiel will mue hae in bis maut. 

Syne he'll forget it a' ; 
And when he's at the land o' nod, 

To make the matter tight, 
I'll score the loon aqoon the breath, 

An' syne we'll a' be richt." 

v*e find a striking illustration of the "scoring above the 
nli,' 1 alluded to in the last verse of the ballad, in (he Report 
ho Inspector of Prisons in Scotland for the year 18-46. In 
report on the prison of Ding*all, the following uccouni of 
iself is given by one of the inmates : — 

W. G., aged 24. I lire near Tain, and am a fisherman. I 
in prison for assaulting a woman named M. M. She t& uoi.ut 

years old. I assaulted her because she was bewitching 
rything I had. She prevented me from catching fish un.l 
scd my boat to upset. The other fishermen siid they blio'uld 
e do chance of catching any herrings while I was with ttnm 
M. is known by all in the neighbourhood to be a witch. 
■- has been seen a hundred times milking the cows in the shur.c 
i bare, though I never saw her do so myself. People believe 
ny neighbourhood, that if any one gi-ts blood- from a witch 

oan do them no taore harm, and that is the reason why I cut 
with my penknife ; but r held the knife so that it mi>;ht go 
as short a way as possible. All I wanted wa< to get blood. 
/as not the first person who wanted to draw blood from her. 
oso who advised me to cut ber told me that if I did not do so 
i would drown me, and the rest who were in the boat with 
r, as sore as any man was ever drowned. It is hard that I 
ould be pat in prison, for the Bible orders as to punish witches. 
No. XXII. 
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tind then 1 v>oa not a man in Ike jury who did not know H. to 
% witch." 

Still more recently, id the Bame locality, in con*cque 
prophecy of Ul luck, uttered by, or attributed lo, uti old 
who enjoys the reputation vt being ■ witch, a large 
fbj mi men abandoned their labours, and returned io th*»ir 
at a considerable digtiiiice, to brood over their imaginary ill 
wbieh lU'-ir owa besotted ignorance hud con veiled into 

Driffortvae. 

Proa the " Historical Account of St Mooancu'' we Unm 
lermen of ibat town entertain a horrible Bulipatty 
swiue. The town is divided into un 0?extuwn and 
town, the former being occupied by ugrieuliurists and the 111) 
nv Bsheraten. The keeping of swine Qf iba inhabil 
Ovcrtowu was the cansa of frequent quarrelling, and, in a 
inaLauei*s, threatened serious consequences to tbc peace cEti 
town. In illustration of this we give a few eairaui^ 
" Hiitorioal Account,'* merely premising that the ni 
. and douli oul his "tall English'' rather uuspui 

"Tbu ioaabitaota of the Ifcibertuwn euterlaiiied a m 
batrad inwards swine, uomlnoui ol i -vil, insomuch tl 

vat, kept amongst them; and, if their eyes hupl 
tipuu one iu any other quarter, they abandoned ll 

rua t| u tkej uuuld lruui n lion, and tleir occupation •! 
i. d till the ftbUtlg und Sowing of the Lide ha«, 

.1 1 the spell. The same devils were kept, however, ia tl 
Uppertown, frequently affording much annwyuiKi- i 

boura beluw, on account of their casual intruaia 
1 1 Kjueing much dauntye by suspension cf labour. At I. 

the decisfba of their orocle was to| 
i i a biKly und deslioy uut the animals (for ihey dured 
tliemj, but oil who bred and fosterul sacfa demons, lucking 
ilit'in, too, villi a jealous eje, un uceuunt oi* Lhi ir inj 
Armed wiik.bimt hoohs, they ascended die hill in formidable pi 
CcssioVi and dreadful hud bi.n the consequence had : : 
been discovered. But the Upperuwn, profiting by 
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strance, immediately let loose their swine, whose grunt and 

* chilled the most heroic blood of the enemy, who, on 
ling them, turned and fled down the hill with tenfold 

more exasperated than ever, secreting themselves * * * 
ding to the most authentic tradition, not an animal of the 
txisted in the whole territories of St Monance for nearly a 
•y ; and, even at the present day, though they are fed and 

they are extremely averse to looking on them or speaking 
m by that name ; but, when necessitated to mention the 
I, it is called " the beast," or " the brute," and, in case the 
ame of the animal should accidentally be mentioned, the 
s undone by a less tedious process — the exclamation of 
I iron ' * by the person affected, being perfectly sufficient to 
•ract the evil influence." 

s but fair to mention, by way of conclusion, that the 
nen of Newhaven are, generally speaking, a hardy, well- 
ed, and an industrious body of men. We find it mentioned 

Scots Magazine for 1797, that on the 10th of May in that 
the Duke of Buccleuch, accompanied by a number of 
men, went to Newhaven, where, after a suitable speech, 
rented the fishermen, through their box-master, vtirh a 
)me silver medal and chain, which had been voted to th<>m 

• county. The inscription explains the cause of the pre- 
ion, and with it we close our notice of Newhaven and its 
tants — "In testimony of the brave and patriotic offer of 
hermen of Newhaven to defend the coasts against the 
, this honorary mark of approbation was voted by tho 

of Mid-Lothian, November 2, 1796." 

now proceed to make a brief reference to the contigcus 

i. Inchkeith, in the Firth of Forth, lies about (our 

from Leith, and three from Kinghorn in Fife, in which 

it is comprehended. Although the position of this island 

uld iron, touched or expressed, is understood to be the first 

Le against enchantment. 
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prevents us from introducing appropriately that favourite oj! 
ution — 

"Placed for amid the melancholy main," 

without which the description of a solitary island 
geaarally to be considered as incomplete, still it afford* 
Other matters worthy of remark that make ample 
lor this. Id proof of which, and before going 
we may mention that it nag InL'hkeith which, by 
Queen Victoria's fleet from the watchful eyes of lb? 
bargfaen, led to that contretemps which gained *' Jamie F 
in particular, and the citizen* in general, ouch an amoai • 
d irtd fume oo the occasion of her Majesty's first visit i 
land- Although of very limited extent — m- 

I i bagtk by little mure than one-fifth ut' a mik in 1 1 
— this iiknil is far from being devoid of pietc rescue or hi; 

1 situated nearly in the miJJlc of the Firth, it comnandt 
splendid and extensive views of tl 

.. m — 

u those thickly timbered shores 

lair sloping to the sea j" 

tho numorouR town? and villages thickly scattered on 
shore, and the varied craft, impelled by wind at steam, 
crowd the Firth, dispel even the shadow of mono:* 
prospect, and BoospTre lo render it iJ ifih ah intani 

panorama os is rarely to ha met with in what muy to called tW 
hi img circuit. We hove heard the view of Edinburgh from s 
in the Firth very highly spoken of; but that from I 
ihrom it cmnpluttily into the shade. Favourably as, fi 
position, Edinburgh may bo viewed from any point in iu 
Ighfeourhwd, yet, from our experience, we ore convinced thai 
tin no point can it be seen to such advantage as from Inchkeftti 
nt iu highest ele ration — somewhere about ISO feet above th» 
level of the sea. The mass of buildings, with scarcely any int«r- 
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ascending gradually from Leilh to the Castle, enlipened and 
jhed by spires, monuments, and other ornamental erections 
e Caltoo Hill, with it) modem ruin an! lis ineuy uiouu- 
B — the rocky hill of Arthur'.* Sent— tho wooded heights of 
itorphine — with the distance filled op by the Fintlunds — 
plete a picture before which many of tho much-vaunted 
gn scenes " pate their ineffectual fires." Fearful of 
hlered tedious by tho«e who have not participated in MB 
ymont, we shall pats from this point. 

r er« we anything of a geologist, Inchkeitb presents an es- 
iui cj'poriuuity for diving a little into the mysteries of 

nary formations, nnd u forth ; but, without bm 
lory in ovr igBOMDM, we honestly confess that we ft] 
o *' irup," «i' are greco as regards *' gr»en-?.ti>ue," and we 
ition even if we should know the difliTtnce between the 
J red sond stone "and a common brick. Under these eir- 
stunces wo arc compelled to forego the tempting opportunity 
iricg such a flourish u uiiyht pusaibly bm entitled us tu at 
t a rjunrrymaTi'a degree. Jtefne, nhn oppears to hav. 
lit to the Ulaml, mentions that tho roe It, when broIuBD 
Ipbvrous smell -, but, although we bad the curiosity to Lest 
at various joints, we are unable to corroborate his assertion t 
it was u fancy with Englishmen, st one time, to 000 
ything connected with Scotland as savouring greatly of this 
time. 

r hen a certain disease first made its appearance in Scotland, 
17, il WM IbODght to beemitoginu*, and excited greet slunnj 
lachkcilh wna concerted into an hospital for tho reception 

. fled with it. On the 22d of September in that 
', the Privy Council is-ucd en order to the Magistrates of 
ibnrgh, For " o.ichewing of the greifc apperand Danger of tho 
otioun of tho Lieges, fra a contagiosa sickness culhl 
ndgore." As it is rather a curious documeat, we shall qu« 

it for tho edifies rion of our readers ;— _ 
That is to say, We chnrgo straiUio and comniunrl, be 
horitio ulovo writliu, that all manner of personi* U- 
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within the Fredome of thit Burgh, qui Ik are iufoctit, or 
been iu fee til and uncarit of this sad contagions plage caOit 
Grandgore, deroyd, red and pass furth of this Town, and 
pair upoun the Saudis of Leitb, at ten houris before none, 
thair sail bare and fynd Botis reddie in the Havio ordainH 
tbame be the.officaria of this Burgh, reddie furneUt with 
to have thame to the loch [Inchkeith] and thair to remane 
God provydo for their health ; and that all uther personis, 
quhiil taks upon thame to hale the said contagions Infirmitis, 
and taks the Core thairof, that thay devoyd and paaa with thaasaj 
sua that nane of the Personis quhitk taks the cure upoun ths 
use the samyn cure within this Burgh, io Presence or in Pair! 
anj manner of Way ; and qua so be is fundin infect it, and nod 
passand to the iocbe as said is, be Afononday at the Sone gang-] 
ing to ; and in lykwaise, the said Personis that hare the aaia 
Cure of Sanitie upoun thame, gire thay will use the samyi, 
thay and ilk of thame sail be brynt on the Cheike with lbs 
marking true, that thay may be Kennit in time to cum ; and 
-thairefuT, gire ony of thame remains, they sail be banist but 
Tavor." 

Striogent as this was, it appears not to hare produced ths 
desired result, as we find that many acts of the Town Council, 
hariug referenco to this subject, were passed between the abort 
date and 1535. On the 14th October 1500, the magistrates 
ordain " that all manner of personis that bes ony guids closit in 
house within this towne, quhilk has been infect or presumit 
infect, that thay pass to the pow-burne, to morne, and clenga 
thair guids and geir be fyre, and wattir, at the rynand burne ■," 
with intimation that if they fail the goods shall be burned. 

James IV., thirsting after knowledge, subseqently mad* 
Inchkeith the scene of a somewhat curious experiment, the par* 
ticulars of which are thus gravely related by Lindsay of Pits- 
cottie : — " King James IV. caused tak ane dumb voman, and 
put her in Inchkeith, and gare her two bairnes with her, and 
gart furnich her in all necessarie things perteaning to their 
nourishment, desiring hereby to know quhat languages they had 
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bey curao to the age of perfyte speech. Some sayet they 
uld Hebrew 1 " To reader the joke perfect in iu way, It 
to have been added that the king was able perfectly to 
(land them, such a pleasure being surely a smsU enough 
i, considering the trouble he had taken. It is but fair to 
>n, however, that Lindsay guards himself so far as the 
w is concerned, by saying, M but aa to myself, I know not, 
t report." 

•ing the troublous times of the regency of Mary of Guise, 
-uation of Incbkeith pointed it out aa an eligible military 
hi ; and it was accordingly seized and fortified by the 
*h army under the Duke of Somerset in 1649. D'Ksse, 
ranch commander, who then occupied Leith, finding it a 
lesome aeighbour, embarked a considerable portion of hii 
in boats, and effected a landing on the island. After a 
i straggle he gained possession of the works — having been 
>y the English only sixteen days— which he afterwards 
ished, and erected a more complete fortification in their 
Finding it inconvenient and expensive to keep up a 
on here, and, moreover, afraid of its again falling Into lha 
■ of the English after the withdrawal of the French troops, 
sottish Parliament, in 1567, passed an act for its demolition, 
must have been executed in a very slovenly manner, If 
ted at all, as in 1773 Boswell describee it as "strongly 
' from which we must infer that it was then tolerably 
Indeed, at the present day, large masses of the walla 
n, although they now answer the ignoble purpose of en- 
g a kail yard. In 1803, the erection of a lighthouse was 
enced on Inchkeith, and many of the stones belonging to 
d fortificationa were used for the purposes of this building 
s converting them to a use the very opposite of tbat for 
they were originally intended; the object in erecting the 
»ing to impede and destroy commerce, that of the lighthouse 
ilitate and protect it. The lighthouse is a rery handsome 
ng, with excellent accommodation for the keepers ; the 
la a revolving one, and the machinery connected with it, as 
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ms the bonding generally, is kept in beautiful order Tu 
rs, wo must add, are most obliging and utcn.ii'o ; <| 
Ugh their patience muu < '<±\> 

Lvflfa ur Graawn, U a;>: tn 

iilf*. Built into the wall over * doorway lending tn d 
iifiieet of the lighthouse, is a stono belonging to .'Lo old I'-nti 
. ! ■ ilie royal ami.-, of Scotland, and [h- 

Lotu ui his starting on his journey i 

Johnson, accompanied by 13 os well honnurod Inchkeilh will 
Ttsit He is represented as being highly please d on the deesss" 
and to La ie siil' i Boswell the propriety 'A strung 

burlesque description of it or a ne»ly-di ind. In4« 

ly [doused wad lit' wiih his visit, thai, before I 
he said, in bis own uut"crulic end inimitable way, " V 1 ha" l)'» 

i I'd build a house, make u good landing phice, u*w 
garden and vines, and all sorts i>f trees." 1c was also iiisjw* 
— wu con hardly *ay visited — by an oapirint; I » i* 

• ni order from the lesicugrapher, we rneun the cchbroft 
Ltiuardi. In his narrative tif hia first ascent from 

tbi fir-;: BUCCSaTul balloon iitum^t in 
l-i-l, hosaya — " A • attained an -f Q900 

1 thought lit to descend within 500 feel ■ r, pur 

to gratify my curiosity about the island of Jnulikeith." 
completed hi* survey, the gallant loronaul cast out a big 
ballast, and bore away on his voyage. 

Iiithla-ith poswsses several ipringa of delightful water, ml 
is peculiarly rich and luxuriant. So highly ws* 
esteemed for its nutritious properties in fattening horses d 
the occupancy . !' the French, that they transported hither fros 
time to lime all iho horses belonging tu their army. 
addition, bontowed on it the appellation ol " Lish. tie* ch 
Alih. ugh exposed to tho full sweep of the north and east wind 
Which are the uiur-t severe with wLich the Firth is visited, ihoa 
portions of the island where cuitWatioii has been attempted j 
ru-h and BUty crops. 
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oil inland of Inchcolro, or, as it was anciently called, 

is situated id the Firth of Forth, about two miles 

i Aberdour, on the Fife coast, and six miles west from 

It is of very limited extent, and is remarkable 

the ruins of its monastery, which appears to have 
lost extensive in this part of the country. There is 

or comfortable mode of communication with the 
id those desirous of visiting it, from the Edinburgh 

either hire a sailing boat at Newbaven, or cross by 
>r to Aberdour, where a boat can at all times be pro- 

a quarter of an hour, or twenty minutes, suffices for 
he narrow channel between the island and the niain- 

nastery of Inchcolm was founded, according to For- 
t 1 123, in consequeuce of a vow made by Alexander 1., 
•in^cr of being shipwrecked while crossing the Firth 
slurry. The wind, it would appear, was blowing 
rum the south-west, and the sailors were compelled to 
e it in the hope of obtaining shelter under the lee of 
They were successful in their attempt, and on land- 
.hu island, found that its sole inhabitant was a poor 
to lived a religious life according to the rules of St 
eking out a subsistence on the milk of one cow, and 
isb which the rocks afforded. Sibbald, who, though 
from Fbrdun, occasionally improves upon him, snys 
lived upon such shell-fish as be could purchase,'* but 
ould be so extravagant as to purchase what he could 
ho lifting i who were the partiesjthat humoured him 

sell him his own, or how he was to get the where- 
pay, are matters which he leaves to the imagination of 
ligent reader." Limited as were the resources of the 
ey were sufficient to entertain the king and bis retinae 
bree days which the tempest lasted. When in the 
ineot danger, the king had vowed that if St Columba 
im in safety 'to Inchcolm, he would there funnd a 

1 1 1 his honour, which should form an asylum to such 
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1 in bt placet] la t similar pre 
iwn. In faithful fulfilment .if this vow, Alpxaml- 
kldy end-wed a naonaetery for oa no no- regular o!' 

many similar Irgi'iids to account fur the planliue 
bouses. I ui, in the groat majority of cai 
font r.i whiofa the monk- 
loffnvotfl was, sintjilarly enough, enrr to uoevf in 
goodly corner uf ihe luml where Ihe lee wing earth i 
rich treasures into the garn. rs of tho brotberhoo I, 
that was beautiful or romantic in Ml . as it 

gathered together for their enjoyment. The mere Pact 
monastery being planted on ihl* rocky islet, graniing thai f 
tho snuggest corner was chosen fur it, uiys much For tho t 

»of thif particular Icfrend. Solitary enough u-s a si ■ 
deuce, it uiuai bare been exceedingly culdund cuujf«>ril< ■ 
the winter months, cut off for weeks as the inhftbll 

■ fre^undy he, from all eomra animation with the omm 
Moreover, and this to calculating men like the 






an iniporiaat matter, titer were completely at the mercy eC 
ihpae sea-rovers who so abounded in the times ol QUI 
history, and who ettrud not whether the spoil belonged tfl 
or layman, so loDg bb it was vrurth the taking. \Y 
intention of tracing- the history of this monastery through i 
chain ol* abbots and com men da tor a suffice it on this pain) r \ 
that it acquired o great reputation for sanctity, i.nd w»xed 
oeet&Dgry wealthy m conaequeuce. The fame ui its wealth *" 
so great ilmr. it was repeatedly pillaged by tho English, durius 
thi-ir expeditions into Scotland, and allhnugh St Uolomba ap> 
pears, naturally enough, to have vigorous!? interposed uq ^crvnl 
uccaaious, and cuinpelled a restitution uf tin: plunder, he seem* 
ultimately to have got tired of Ins task, and left the monks to 
aUfi for thoniacl'os. 

Immediately after the unfortunate battle of Pinkie, in 
Dm i:daDd was taken poesesrion of aud for tided by the £n>*lfib 
under Somerset. In 1580 it appears # to have been utttrlf 
deserted, us wo find by a passage ia Moij&'a Mimuirs t that tin' 
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monastery was at that date converted into a lazar house- for 
parties infected by the plague. He says, "At this time the 
plague was brought into Scotland in John Pownie's ship, called 
the William of Leitb, from Dantsic. The persons therein were 
appointed to land and remain at St Culm's Inch. There were 
forty persons in the ship, whereof moat part died." 

A very considerable portion of the monastery still remains, 
although part of it has andergone great internal mutations. 
The tower of the church, which forms a prominent feature in 
the landscape, is in excellent preservation ; on the north side it 
is a very little off the perpendicular, but, nevertheless, strong 
and massive, u seems with time-defying front, still capable of 
braving the fury of very many winters. In an apartment under 
the tower their resided, upwards of furty years ago, a recluse 
fisherman of the name of Thomas Brown. He waa a married 
man, and had a family at Inverkeithing, of which place he was 
a native, but we have been unable to learn from what cause be 
estranged himself from them, and took up his solitary residence 
on this island. He never shaved or cut bis hair, and con- 
sequently he very soon became a conspicuous personage when 
he ventured ashore at Aberdour, which he occasionally did, for 
the purpose, it is presumed, of disposing of bis surplus stock of 
fish. He was kindly treated by the Earl of Moray, the pro- 
prietor of the island, and occasionally invited to Dooibristle 
House. When he bad occasion to remain all night, be would 
never condescend to accept accommodation within doors, but, 
drawing up his boat on the beach, be turned it keel upwards, 
and passed the night under it. Brown remained on the island 
until it was occupied as a military post for the defence of the 
Firth daring the laat war. Finding bia quiet thua rudely broken 
in upon, and having no wish to share the solitude of uuiay 
artillerymen, he abandoned his hermitage, an4 nothing further 
is known of him beyond the fact, that he ultimately " shuffled 
off this mortal coil," and was buried at Leith. 

The cloisters appear to be still as entire as when they were 
■ visited by Grose in 1789. At present they are used as a stor# 
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For mutilated n<*ricuUu»l 
ud D it. The sound of ibe flail i* 

in ptaue iff iliu »li«v bud solemn tretd <>f the idudIc 
Lowing i.i bowi, i r thi hruyina; of U j&ekswt, lodged v.iihin 
lira tho echoes wb< 

1 ■ °S pruyer, and sing the evening hymn." 

Tin- ".ela^-onul <cbnptrr house is likewise in excellent con 

ry few TL'iuuins of urmiineiilu) work ua the ruins 
tl .■ m< nta i mm r<> hnve betMJ 
erection. There ore no inscriptions or daM 
anywhere risible. Grose n-.utions on inscription, of wbid 
ouly llif word " Staltv . letter, reuiuiued, as ! 

i do room over the rhapler house. We are assured t>j 
■re Intimately acquainted with lie ruins, that nu 
trace of t-*cn ibis solitary wurd is now to bo found. 

■■ hn was fur several years teriunted by an T - 
ci'.m.-ii. u Ii.t effected various *l(prnrium, we eanu- 

lr (.u) itrpri-vi-menls, on the bufldinga. He caused part of 
Fa to be lulu-ri ufl", a:id subsihi uii slatint 

rl, which, however muuh it might improve th< 
tnaplacoaaa thvollmg-bouse, harmonised >■■■ ill with 

i T the buildings. In several places al 
iulroduued scraps uf niodern building, such as :i i 
w;dl <m ihe top of ii semicircular arob, nml stmihir m 
utterly out of lu-cpirg with surrounding objects. Tho i*l 
ut rr. m&I occupied by u party who farms it from the 
Moray, und as ibe upuruuoiu-. which were modernised 
oil required by him, part of them are neglected and go 
ruin. 

A little to thoajrest, »f the monastery, on a rising grout) 
iB pointed out, said to lie a Danish monument. It ii 
R>ar feel long, and six inohes thick, and boars conEiderabK 
resent b! unci- t> iht- anpetf rsirt ol tho htodstotii 
in our dmreh-yuida. £>iUbald glveaj un engraving of 
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■ is represented as hating a human head at each end, but all 
race of these has been long removed. The intermediate space 
jjpears also to have been carved, bat no figures can now be 
raced, indeed, there in little more than an irregular roughness 
•n tbe surface, to indicate that there has been something in 
elicf. The stone is only a few inches above the ground. 

St Columba seems to have resembled St Patrick in at least 
»ne particular — an aversion to vermin. No rats, mice, toads, or 
rogs, are to be found on the island. There are a few rabbits, 
lowever, and blackbirds, thrushes, robins, and wrens, are toler- 
J>Iy plentiful, and a hawk built its nest on the south rocks for 
«veral years. The west end of the islaod is frequented bj 
«als, which likewise abound on the adjacent rocks. There are 
hree wells of excellent water on Inchculm, one of these, a very 
arge draw-well, is close to the ruins. Those portions of the 
aland which are under cultivation produce excellent crops of 
>arley, and the pasturage, especially on the western fpart, is 
*ich*od abundant. There is a pretty large garden to tbe west 
>f the ruins, si >ptng towards the south. 

A little to the south-east of Iochcolm there rises a large bare 
■ock called Gar-craig, or the 1'rison rock, and to this it is said, 
nch of the brethren as were guilty of any venial fault, were 
vansported for a brief space. The name of this rock is locally 
Carkorey, and some faneiful etymologists have imagined that 
this sounded very like Carcere, and consequently that the name 
►as bestowed on account of the purposes to which it had been 
>ppropriated. Tbe channel which separates the island from the 
Mainland is called Mortimer's Deep, for which tradition assigns 
be following reason ; — The noble family of Mortimer had at 
Oe time large possessions in this part of Fife, aod they bestowed 
&e half of tbe parish of Aberdour on the monks of Iochcolm, 
* consideration of obtaining a place of sepulture within tbe 
'onaatery. A storm having arisen while the body of one of the 
lights of this family was being conveyed to the island, it was 
int overboard in order to lighten the boat, and thence origi- 
ttod the name. The existing tradition on the spot is, that the 
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parties who had charge of the boat being ignorant of the tiiH 
*hich run strong in this channel, and being caught in an ediij, 
became alarmed, and, thinking they bad a Jonah in their boat, 
forthwith cast the hod; overheard. Sibbald, original as m4 
says the wholo was the contrivance of certain "wicked moo*** 
who. without any assignable motive, laid bold of the bodj, ud 
" did throw the saem in a great deep." Opposite to the aW 
on the nearest point of land on the Fife shore, axe the 
of a building, popularly termed "The Vout," which is i 
to have belonged to the monastery, and to have been nasi 1 
storehouse for provisions, &c., whence supplies were sent to 
island as opportunities occurred during the winter 
Nearer the harbour of Aberdour there is a large rock nanei 
Bell Keck, to which, according to tradition, a large bell as* 
tarhed. for the purpose of summoning the people of Abenfcsf. I 
lnchcoliu on special occasions. 

Although there is no pr» per larding- place at Inetcoaa, *■ 
can generally be brought quite close to the rocks. 1a« 
p nt* of the island, so lar fr<m throwirg *et ob-^roctkaal 
way of strangers, are exceedingly kind and asuntrn ■< 'I 
visitors &L 

The i.vlets of Cramond and iDcfcmkiery. Lntbc Firth ofW fr 
Klor.^ u< the parish of Cram< ci In* former u part di 
cerate of Barcioo. and is only abont nineteen 
i: is the rcsjii-rice of a family, and is partially cnoW i 
the r. maufckr a&irding scanry pa&rcrage :or a few afaeap. I *'. 
llr.ush Wool Society. * hich app*ars to Ksvf fcwn a grwst J *tl 
otly in usejo. reoeivt«d from Mr Ramsay a paia of *•' 
xsKnru:* rf tiis is^ei in lTi*£. m arda To carry on zhmi 
xttitk* nfSXvixf tie varietts brwos cd sbec-p. Vfchtagjhi 
a ttiif fr« c :he r-r » jy . li'f -jup < 1 ±a so fsr tiav a± low ' 
Oramonc lsusna it acorssfbk «n loco. IncLsDcken • 
liu* mcvt tfcsa * kr** rock, uia is rean a rV a lAe eaae%ll 
va^ul* cyst** set 7 wlxfc pot;«3»us a. Like 
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rer, in this neighbuarbood, it has been greatly impoverished 
over- dredging. 

>m itspeouliar position aa the metropolitan harbour, Leith 
ery frequently teen honoured by the visits of royalty, 
ve shall here give a few brief notices of some of the more 
triable. 

the early part of the year 1400, King Henry VI. of Eng- 
renewed the oft confuted claim of superiority over Scotland, 
following up his pretensions, he irrote letters to the Scottish 
; and his nobility, requiring them to meet him at Edinburgh 
he 23d August, in order to render homage to him as their 
Itlotd and feudal superior. In order to place beyond all 
)t ihe sincerity of his intentions, he crossed the Border with 
meroos and well-appointed army, and was at Edinburgh 
re the date he bad named in his Utters, as appears from a 
ate which he sent to the King of Scots, dated at Leith, 21st 
;ust 140*. While the English remained at Leith, the Duke 
Rothesay, who then held the Castle of Edinburgh, sent him a 
lenge* to meet him where he pleased, with one hundred 
lea on either side, and then and there to terminate the 
rrel by a trial of strength between the elite ot the two coun- 
i. Henry, however, was nnromantio enough to decline the 
Uenge, and thus sacrifice the advantages he possessed iu 
ing a much more numerous army than could possibly be 
'ght against him, so ho contented himself with waving the 
lienge, and proceeded to blockade the castle of Edinburgh in 
hope of speedily starving the garrison into submission, 
severity of the weather, however, combined with a scarcity 
revisions, defeated his calculations, and he was compelled to 
i the seige, and hastily recross the Border, having done 
-' more than occupy Leith and make a show of attacking 
kborgh. 

ajnes, youngest son of Robert III., and afterwards James I., 
>n on his way to the Court of France, Was, notwithstanding 
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the existence of a truce between the two' countries, seise 
Flamborcugb, and detained in captivity by the English. I 
being detained a prisoner for eighteen years, he was restore 
liberty and a throne, having previously married Jane, dang 
of the Earl of Somerset, of whom be had become deeply 
mour.il while in captivity. The exiled King and bis t 
landed at Lelth on the 20th March 1423. An immense* 
coarse of all ranks assembled to see the King and his bride, 
scarcely had they paid him their congratulations on his ret 
until onje and all began to complain of unrequited service* ii 
royal cause, or of injuries sustained from the more powt 
barons, so that the young King signed for a return to the q 
of his English prison almost b> fore he had set foot in the caj 
of his ancestors. 

In 1438, the mother of James II., then a child about « 
years old, being most desirous of removing him from the con 
of Chancellor Crichton, who bad him in his custody, and a 
aged the affairs of the country as he chose in* couseqoei 
pretended great friendship for the chancellor, and, on vial 
Edinburgh, was grunted ready access to her son. She acco 
ingly took up her abode in the castle, and after haviog efl 
tually lulled all suspicion, she pretended that she had mad 1 
vow to pass in pilgrimage to the "White Kirk of Urechin,"' 
the health of her son, and alter t.iking a formal leave oft 
Chancellor, with" many earnest recommendations of the King 
his care und fidelity, she retired to ht-r devotions, in order 
prepare for an early departure on the following morning. I 
mediately after she caused the youthful King to be pinned 
amongst her linen and travelling equipments, and smugg 
him in a chest to Lcith, whence he was conveyed by wi 
to Stirling, and pluced in the hands of Sir Archibald Livi 
stone, who was. a tried and stedfast friend of bis mother. 

James II., when about twenty years of age, being most anxi 
to see his -bride, Mary of Gueldres, who was prevented fi 
leaving the Netherlands lest she should be captured bj 
English fleet, despatched an embassy to England after the hi 



I 



TILES AMD TliDITlOlH Of LRITI. 353 



, to troil Cor the renewal of a broken, and nil bul dure- 
ileil truce. The En-liab having been defeated *t Surk, were 
ugh meauwhile to renew ihe Iru'-r, and Iu consctjuinue 
ry of Gueldres, who, iccording to Druramond, was " j 
lutiful, sad of a masculine constitutor),'" wl toil lor Scotland, 
ompar.ied by a numerous retinae of prelates uuJ noblem-n. 
t reached Scotland in safety, and landed it Leilh cu tho \A 
iril 1449. Her attendant) were received with every mark of 
poet, were foUd on nil hands, and detainod in ordvr to *it- 
la Ihe solemnisation of ihe marriage of the young Queen and 
r coronation, both of which took place in the Abbey of II .3 
Ml, with the utmost pomp and solemnity. 
Twenty-two years afterwords ihe Scottish capital again wit - 
•fled a ro)al marriage and coronation , Margaret, Princess of 
sum irk, having landed at Leith in the month of July • 
ar, where she was received with every demonstration oi tsi>: 
loo and rejoicing. The courtly historian? of that period 
icnle her as having gained the favour of bolb Prince and 
9plf, by a beauty and grace raruly equalled among the Indies 
the age. That quaint chronicler, Liudaay of Pitseottie, sums 
by saying, '*Tbo gonlleroman being bot twelff yeres of afft 
the tymt*." This alliance had ua additional ■emotion in ihe 
is of the people, as it brought with it an increase of territory, 
• royal bridegroom, James III., having »' gntt with the Kinj; 
■Denmark's doctucr, in tocher guid, the Uodis of Orkney iiid 
Uaud." 

James V., with the energy and self-reliance which 1 
1 whole character, after unsuccessfully negotiating for :>•._ 
uds of various noble ladies in marriage, set sail fro in Leitb, 
Bompauied by a large fleet and a numerous retinue, and, 
riving at the French court, ho wooed and won foi 
thont ibe intervention of any proxy, the Princess Magdalen, 
lest daughter of Francis I. On the 39th of May l 
yal psir landed nt Leith, amid every display of welcome, aud 
en proceeded privately to Holyrood, where they rem ait 
itil preparations were completed for a atato entry into 
No. XXIII. 
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capital. The young Queen was of & most under and aftWi 
deposition : she teems Jo ha»« girea 

" Her hand with her hear; io it " 






her royal Inter with a gentle spirit of resignation ; wn 
m pHc slept on the Scottish shore, sbe knelt and kissed 
1, praying fur all happiness to her adopted couutry 
bat ere nix weeks had elapsed, the pump of wol 
honour that had greeted her arrival was called to follow 
; bride to the tomb,* 
Although there can be Utile doubt that James V. was 
eerily atlarlipd fo tit shnrt-lired Queen Magdalen, yet for rei- 
arms nf state pclcy, he, very shortly after his bereavement, be- 
ir on to look out for another to share hi* throne — and hean. 
Ultimately he negotiated an ullianee, through his ambassadors, 
with Mary of Lorrniue, daughter ol the Daks of Quite, and 
matters being finally arranged, this lady landed at Bale <oio. 
near Crsil, on the Mill June 1533, sod with great pomp and 
ceremony was conveyed to St Andrews, where the marriage tw 
celebrated. It was not until after the - 

and while acting aa Regent during the minority of bcr daughter, 
that Mary of Guise became closely associated with Lvilh. Seeing 
the importance of having such a harbour, in order to keep up 
her communication with Franc?, tho Kegent, as we have already 
hail occasion to notice, not only fortified Lcitfc, but took up her 
residence for a time within its nulls. 

On tho 19th August 1561, Mary Qneen of Scots landed st 
Loitb, in company with her M four Marios,'' and three ancles, 
tbe Duke d'Auuiale, the Grand Prior, uud the Marquis d'Elbeuf. 
Great were tho demonstrations of joy on her arrival. The 
nobility and gentry, without distinction of party, hastened to 
congratulate her on her return to her native land, and to tender 
her their homage and service. Johii Knox's description of the 
icene is wnith (juuting, although strongly tinged with his own 

• Wilsons Memorials of Edinburgh, I- «. 
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at hiss. •• Thp very face nf the heavens, the time of hep 
ival, did manifestly speak what comfort was brought into this 
antry with her, to wit, sorrow, dnrkoeaa, dolour, and all im- 
ln tlif memory of uiau, that day of the year, was 
rer .-p»-n a more dolorous face of the heaven than was at hor 
rival, which two days after did no continue. For besides tho 
rfoce weitt and corruption of the air, the mist was «o r 1 1 i < K 
d dark, that scaic* might any man espy another the length of 
10 pair of butU ; the sun was not wen to *hinu two duys be- 
■ wo days after. That furcwaruing gave Gad unto us, 
It alas, the miost part were bliud. 

" At the Bound of the cannons which the galleys shot, tho 
ultihi.lf being advertised, happy was he and sho tli , 
ight have the presence of the <^uecn. The Protectants were 
it the slowest, and thereuntil they were not to be bl 
ecansp the palace of Holyrood Rouse was not thnmu^hly put 
order— for her ooming was moro sudden than many looked 
p — *be remained in LcitL till towards the evening, u: 
paired thither. la the way betwixt Leitb and the Abbey, 
M li> r (he rebel* the crafts, of wham wo spake befr.ro, to wit, 
ose who bad violated the authority of tho magistrates, and had 
jnlgtd the provoot. Bat, because she was sufficiently in- 
rurieJ, il'.ot. all they did was done in despite of the n 
ey were easily pardoned. 

" Fires of joy were aet forth at night, and a company of moat 
meet men with inplrutnenla of music, and with muoioians, gavo 
eir salutation? at her chainber-window. Tho melody, as she 
egod, liked her weill, and she willed the same la I 
ued some night* after with great diligcnee. The lorda re- 
irsd uuto her from all quortcra ; and ao waa nothing und.r- 
aod but mirth and quietness till the next Sunday, which wns 
34th of August, when (reparation began to he made Cot Lhfll 
.1 the mass to be said in tho Chapel.'' 

Describing the some aceue, the Ki trick Shepherd view* it in a 
ry ditleri-nt ligiit Irom the stern He-former, hi the 
n to the " Queen's Wako/' the luliuniug lines occur :— 
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" After a youth, by woes otacast. 
After a thousand sorrows put. 
The lovely Mar; once again 
Bet foot npon her native plain ; 
Kneolod on the pier with modest 
And turncl to heaven her beauteous face. 
'Twas then the caps in air were blended, 
A thousand thousand shout* ascended ; 
Shirerod too breeze around the throng ; 
Gray barrier cliffs the peals prolong \ 
And every tongue gave thanks to Beaten, 
That Mary to their ha pas wis given. 
* • • 1 

Slowly she ambled on her way 
Amid her lords and ladies gay. 
Priest, abbot, layman, all are there, 
Aod presbyter with look severe ; 
There rode the lords of France and Spain, 
Of England, Flanders and Lorraine, 
While serried thousands round thorn stood 
From shore of LeiiL to Holyrood." 



Even frc-cn the very first Mary was unfavourably prepont 
with tho place and iho people, and, ii Brantomo is to be crcs 
who witnessed the whole prueeedin^s, the youthful Queen < 
not help contrasting, with a sigh, the inferiority of ihs not 
displays on her arrival, when compared with the gorg 
pageants to which she had been accustomed at tho Gov 
France. Knox's gloomy prognostications, greatly aided ,11 
development by himself, were in due time folly accompli* 

In October 1589, James VI. having suddenly reeoli 
for Denmark, in search of bis Queen, to whom be 
married Ly proxy iu the preceding August. The fleet cot 
log the Queen and her retinue sailed from Denmark in Ao 
but, by a succession of tempestuous gales, was driven into 
wb/, and there w« little prospect of the voyage being 
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►lished in safety before the following spring. "The King 
kfeaiyd daylie for Lhc monoth of August luilcing fo? hor arrival, 
trhilo at last, upon the 224 day of October, without lang delibcra- 
4od, be embark it himself at the pert of Leytb, and aailit to 
Dspslo, wh.Te Qaeyno Anno was attending upon fayre woth«r, 
tad little linking for bis Majesties coming to her at sic a torn- 
fatuous tynoe of the year."* Previous to his departure, J sines 
laras exceedingly minute in his instructions as to the prcrara- 
ytooa to bo made for the arrival of himself and tho Queen. 
Money was exceedingly scarce, however, and the loyalty of 
Edinburgh was sadly taxed in order to keep up appearances. 
** The Bailies were ordained to pass through their quarter*, ane 
borrow frae the honest nychtbouris tnairof, ane quant itio of tbe 
oest sort of thair naiperie, to serve lhc strangcris that sail any ve 
"with the Queue." | The King arrived in safety at Upslu in 
Norway, where he met the Princess, and where the marriage 
oeromony was performed by the celebrated David Lindsay, 
Xniniater of Lei lb, who had accompanied his majesty for iLi* 
purpose. After remaining a few months in Denmark, tho royal 
Jwir embarked for Scotland, and landed on tho pier of Loith on 
1st of May 1590. The palace of Holyrood not being ready 

their reception, very probably ou account of the scarcity of 

Sf already adverted to, they remained in the King's Wsrk 

ith until tbe Qth of tho month. After all, tho authorities 

loged to get up a pretty tolerable display, as the followiag 
**tract from a ootemporary description sufficiently testifies :— 
i' 1 The nobility joyening to the township of Edenborough, they 
Noeivod the King and Quocno from tho towno of Leytb, the 
■*tiog riding before, and tbe Queeno behind him in her chariot, 
*vith her maiden ef honour of ech side of her majesties' one. 
J^er chariot was drawn with eight hcrsos, oappsrisoned in velvet, 
*lubroidcred with silver and gold, very rich, her highness* 
Inuialer of her household, and other Danish ladies on the uue 
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niJtf, and the L-.rdo Hamilton en tho other, together with 
reel of the nobility, and after her chariot followed ihr 
Clmuctlltji 'a wile, and Lad; Bothwell, and the other ladies, 
the burgesses of the lowne and others round about hfr. a* 
Kdiaborotigh, of Lyetb, of Fiahrow, of Middleborow ['. 
burgh ?], of Preston, of Dalkeith, Sec, all the iubobitai/ 
in armour, and giving a voile of shot to tho King and Q; 
their passage, in joy of their auf« arryvull. In this man:. 
pasted to tho Abbey of Uolyroodu House, where the/ remains! 
until the 17th May, npou whiuh day tho Queen was en ■' 
the said Abbey Church, after the sermon was ended by '.'. 
Robert limee and SI. David Linsiiy, with great triur 
After the coronation the Queen vibiled Edinburgh in state. 
Charles il. visited Leith iu 1650. 

When speak of the game of golf, we mentioned that the Dus» 
of York, afterwards .lame- VII., was accustomed dun: 
rosidenee in Scotland in lGdl-2 T to enjoy this game on the Lials 
of Lttitb, and he appears iu hare been rather an enthusiast* 
Admirer of this " manly sport-" 

For a very long period tho foot of royalty bad not troddtn 
on the soil of Scotlund, until Leith had the high honour, as it«s 
consided to be, of b«lu£ the landing place of the '* gentleman'' 
King, Geo. IV. The good folks of Kdinhurgh tried hard to 
bring it about (hut tho royal landing; should talto place at 
haven Chain Pier ; but they were foiled in their endeavours, 
i! nd It was Utile wonder that the honest burghers of Leith MR 
almost beside themselves with joy on this moit auspicious occa- 
sion. A oast- iron slab, with tho inscription, "Geo. IV 
O FeUman Dieuj," is pi ace J un the quay, nearly uppo±>ile the 
OUl Ship, to mark the spot where his majesty first pal 
Soottish ground. There is n moro elaborate inscription pliiewl 
on the front of the quay, bat our own cariosity has never bea 
so great as to iuduea us to encounter the horrors of the mud iu 
an atiempt at deciphering i I. The honour conferred on 
wad not a thiog to passed lightly over, or be speedily forgolMB. 
In the Hitivry of Lcitk, published a few years after the occbi- 
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upwards ef a eaaea ncu at* eeror>*d b? the 

ISumeroiis feeti** data wo* ««aai:«»» 

•Merit. At th* third m aioa n eiy of an* of tam. mcuni the 

• R. .yd Lending O^." »v find fraw, th« aahfrenwl *r»^ 

Lord Prorort ef Eamfcugn actanJly *.ad*«*aeWa to bs 

:>c and place ha lews noder Leiatt mofiagany. la mul 

bicb, iq the caimitiiw '■£ auay if the lowaafoia, m 

only in boooar to th* viol ef majesty. 

R»yal iiau» thesis to she *eti»e habits of her 
UaJMtj, ban now mMi fa be novelties in SeotkunL Her 
•visits to Leila, however, Un beea, tike the Mtawewnrga anaaoo, 
Tew and far between. In IMS ah* tr***rsed n portico, or 
ler way from Grant in w Dalkeith. It rfnarwi u be a tvry 
wet dnv, *o that the Qneen ead her loyal tabjeeta were aweeftaded 
from a close acy e t nt ancay ehnoenra an address in their — a 
was presented bj X'rovana Beech. Whik peyiag one of her 
nnoaal visits to Holyrooa' in IMC, ah* again passed tarcenrh 
the* town on n Seheasa afternoon, an n tint to the Deehese (4 
Kent, her Majesty's nwther, who was then reeiding at Craanood 
Bouse. Bbe drove throogh CaarLett* Screes end the TeJbvoth 
Wynd, her charioteer tana i hi« ha, bo Bute ainaealty in liHnil 
rtig his way through those narrow thorough tar**. 

Before dismissing ibis subject, w* may remark that oo the 
occasion of royal risits, totae of the Scottish burghs have been 
rather ttt a luse for n fitting place to entertain their royal guests. 
LtriKfe wq» fortunate in having the Kia$'t Work on one occasion, 
nod Lord Bnlmerino's 6no old mansion in another case, f 
lodgement of her regaJ visitors- Not so with Capsr, &a appear * 
from Lamom'i Diary, for on the occasion of Charles II. visiting 
that town, they could find do belter accommodation for him, 
during his brief sojourn, than that afforded by the publio jail ; it 
was certainly rather a uotel way of honouring royalty bj putting 
him in prison. Speaking of this visit, Lament says — " He come 
to Cowper and gatt some desert to hi* four holrres ; the puce 
wbero ho satto down to catc was the tolbootb. TIic towne htd 
appointed Mr Andrew Audersuitc, scuulauuestur ther for the 




■ talu asv mrmoii or lutb. 

tym*. to gi*c bis a ■■■ifcn nqe *or two. while hi 
table. Mr David Dongryaa bad a *©**»■* to him alt bit 
Co the tnwoc. After this he went to FahVninde alt oi| 
th»e tvo« the moat pari of the gcotlecacii of the ah} re 
■longs with him." 



CHRONOLOGICAL NOTICES OF THE T; 
HARBOUR, AKD SHIPPING OP LEITH. 



1430. — We are not rare of the precise date of ihe ei 
f<» which wp now refer, but it waa passed in the reign of 
I, and ordained that for every tack of wool exported, th« 
cbnnu hhould find security to the customers of the 
which the ship sailed, that there shall be brought bon 
master of the mint, three ounces of bullion, and the sime ft 
U?t of hides. Fr<«m this it U evident thai there must have 1 
••teilinga " somewhere • even id those days. 

1«57. — In order to check the speculative spirit which aee 
to be too prevalent, government passed an act to i 
'' mullitude of sailers," and debarred any one From encaeii 
traffic unless he were " abill, and of good fame." Still far 
to MRvW this privilege, it was ordained that ships *hoi 
l,o manned by freomen of boroughs. 

1466.— As if these foolish and short-sighted lejisl 
huil not been sufficiently uuiagent, It waa enacted thai 
man, either by hirnielf, or his factors or servants, should fo 
il»< profession of a merchant, unless ho ronoanaed his craft, 
fcbal each merchant should hare of his own, or in trust, 
half of a hut of goods. The kind or quality being 
settled. 9 

MCI.— About this period Charter-parties were first inl 
into Scut tub commerce. The form was contained in tht 
which established them, and was to the following effect 
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Of the ies«l flhoold find a sufficient ** steir man, 
vmn (Qy. carpenters ?j and scbip men convenient lor 
and that the D)i.-fi'r should find free to the merchant, 
«!cr, and ieJ( ; mud after a grt-at number of similar pi*.-- 
iff, it w&a d re reed thit ** all dispute* between the i 
10 merchant should be submit Mil to the jurisdiction of iho 
igh where the ship is freighted," — a very cool sn<l 
I Able way of lodging the punwhing power in the hands of 
lose who l J »d a direct interest in the matter. 
14 57. — In order to expedite thefonynocommodntion of Leltb, 
was ordered in this year, that for " the atllity of the King'* 
ighness' service, the ferryboats of Lcith, and other p|tj0M 
M/uld be provided with a Anyaa nude of ImiriJu, for tbu wore 
i»T shipping of cattle, under the penalty of conSseatton, and 
usbility to ply the ferry for one year." 

1477.— At this date the duties leviable, on goods landed a! 
fiih were exceedingly moderate, and calculated very greatly in 
pomote the trade of the port. We cannot spar* space to 
He ring into details, but we may quote a few items -. f<r VI 
topic, the Jul j on a tun of wine was only Is. 4d. Soots, barely 
iree- half- pence of our money. In the same way 100 h.,«. 
rings were Is. 4 J. ; a quarter of earn. Is. ; a pack • 1 id-tth, 
I. i all being Scota money of coarse, was little MM Uioi. ti 
tmiasl tax. even taking into account the value of nuney in 
use days. 

1484 — An order pissed by the town council of Edinburgh, 
at "no merchant tu lake into partnership an inhabit.*'.: 

1491 Unlike iho superlative aiaclom which now regulates nil 

toI affairs, onr earlier omciuls seem to havo bees able to *oo 

error, and correct it, for in this year we Had that James IV., 
dained by slataie, "that there should be Bhips nod busses 
ill in every bnrugb and towne within the renlmc, and that 
e least of these ships t ho old not be loss than twenty 

' * That the officers of the Ltirugh compel all the 
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wWo tW boeaWa to eaaWrfc ia dso ■ oi J a bspe to tWsr wares 
ae4 jf Owy frfaae, lo be be***W tie berecJc M 

1*99.— 5oc the least corfcan of the eel 
•ewaotWM of Scottish co«a«m w« nut »* 3 
JIM. «»iem decreed tfcsi the iiitiifiimi 
seek far fee trafficking of the i lpOaie. » b» 
take op his abode with hies. Taint** it w*« " 
nrdseeie. (bat in tyme to from, oboe* «ey tefcip of 
atraagers of other retimes oooM reto _r* bore* •/ L-*j tin <.< SOT 
oincr port io ye reeJme, ye Dsaiettr or asrrehant >< j* so*J aeMp 
shell take his lagK»p at lb* law* of ye pnoctpol in*** of te 
taid port*, one" ent^r hi* gond* e* trier* ; «nl ye fcor. 
inoes where the stidc strangeri* art lugged, shall «sswer w the 
King far their cus tomes aad duties, if the sejd ururjrfio piipn 

•a»ay oncoatov. 
1503. — Under dot* June 13, in ihi* year, ir w»* ■ ttstute »t,4 
'•rduned for earning of the King's tu«: mi to ecne in ha ill lo 
hin, m oceordja, aad lo eschew ih* befreodioc thai bo* been 
dan* thereof in tyroes byg&ne, that n* roar* boo* « 
akinot-i in Loiih, o..r oth*r place* out with free borrower, oodcf 
the piin of escheat.'' 

1&40. — Ii was ordained ia this year, thai "the provost. 
hiili^s, ud ooemeil of bnrogbs, where any ship sba.ll »m»t 
laden with win*, salt, or timWr. shall con*ene with the rcer- 
cbaula to whom the cargo belongs when the prion it wfc,'., 
goods must be sold shall be fixed and determine 
that no tuofi buy the said wine*, salt, or timber. except treat ths 
provost or bailiet, or the owner*." Oppressive an 
this 1uh ifM, il neierthtlees was thought Ui be so beneficial In 
the import trade of the country thai it was eoo Armed by M.»ry 
of Lorraine, in 15&5, wiih tho additional provision that th# 
prices 6xed by the bailies should be proclaimed at the i 
croM of tho borough, and thai none uf the goods be s. 
four Haya thereafter. 

15»6. — Il is recorded in Biff eft JJiury, that in this 
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E the first July and the with August, eixty-tix shippi* 
d in Leitfc haven wi' victual! ." 

7.— Au addition was made 10 the wooden jiier at this date. 
■ ile-masters on both aides of the river Forth 
lio credyt of the eouotrey and saftic of t*tra.ng*rU, trading 
to them for cole and aaite), dues freely undertake, in JniH 
yeire, to put nuarka and beacona on all the creiges and rvtfn 'I 
lookea vrithin the Firth, above Leith roade, upon Ibeir B*D 
charges." 

1650, — Three vessels of two hundred and fifty tons, and eleven 
of twenty tons, at this date belonged to Leith. 

169S-— First official return of tonnage of hhipa belonging to 
Leitb,— 1702 tons. 

1713. — First duck formed, and stone pier built. 

17_'i». — First Graving Dock constructed, n-nrih side of the 
rivi-r, opposite to present Custom H">u§e. 

1739. — The declaration of war against Spain was proclaimed 
in this year, " al the foot uf the Broad Wjud at Leith, and at 
Bhfl o»d of the pier." 

1740.— One, or at most, two sailings from Leith to London 
was the uremic such month in this year. On euch coca&ioa the 
fall details of the "Seou Manufactores '' are given in Lhe Scots 
Magazine, for example in the month of August we find that two 
vesatli, the Glu.yjou Packet and the Prwutcncc, sailed for Lon- 
don with -1S,310 yards ol linen ; 0491 lis o( miuiI ; 11*71 lbs of 
thread j 1557 dozen linen handkerchiefs; 1886 dosen dressed 
skioG ; 1 1,478 pairs of shoes ; and 6571 yurda of woullous | all 
of *' Scots manufacture." 

1740.— Tonnage, 47 vessels, 262R ions. 

1714.— Toiiiiugo, at Ibis dato, 2285 tons. 

1753.— Tonnage, CB Hawfls, GiCJo ions. 

1753— Act passed for enlarging and deepening .(hi* harbour. 

1763.— Shore Dues of I*ith amounUd only to £580. 

1777.— "Cofllom-houooQaay" built. 

1777. — It is amusing lo cuutrast the quiet way in which the 
London nnd Leith trade was managed in tbis year, with tha 
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present system of steamers and screws. Uappily for th« | 
eomfurt of captains, those classes of vessel* were liws I 
uadreumed of; nod at this period traders were adve. 
ten or fourteen days previous to that on which they were in- I 
tended to sail, and the captain was " to be spolco with " in tb* I 
interim, at " Forrest's Coffee House," " at his house in Leila," | 
or on the '• Scots Walk," London, as the case might be. 

17T7.— The smack " Edinburgh, " advertises in Uie Ctifotlonu* I 
r; that she will sail at a fixed dole, and that she has 
" neat accommodation for passengers, and thai good usags nuy I 
he depended na." 

1777. — We hud advertised, under date November 5, in this I 
year, that the sloop "Success," lying " at the New Kay is 
Leith, will soil for Glasgow by the cauul, if the weather will 
lit," 
1779. — Fifty II igii landers, who had been recruited for tfct 
4 1st and "1st Regiments, were in April this year marched lu 
faith for embarkation, hot owing to a report that it wus intended, 
on reaching their destination, to draft them into a Lowland 
rcgimeDt, they mutinied and refused to embark. Two hundred 

■ feacibles were sent to compel submission. On arrival tbej 
found the Highlanders with lixed bayonets, drawn up on the 
Shore between the Old Slip and a houso then known as la* 
Britannia Inn. A conflict ousaed, in which the question at 
issue received a bloody solution, the majority of the i 

» being in a Fory few minutes sent to join that peaceful regiment 
which slumber in South Leith church-yard. 
1783,— There were six Glass-houses in Leith. 
1787.— Tonnage, 14,150. 
1791.— Can it be trao ?— A writer named J. C Delametbrie, 
states in a communication to the Journal de Physique, under 
dale Dec. 181ft, that " The invention of steam-boats, or at letit 
the first application of the apparatus, is said to be ns old as 

11791. At ibat date M. Clarke exhibited at Leith, in Scotlaad. 
a boot which was moved by sienna." 
1791.— In this year there was a proposal issued for the forms- 
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lion of • joint stock company to cut a canal from 1-oih 1. Am 

r middle ward of Lanark." 
1791 — Before the introduction of smacks, the trmle between 
l>ith and London, towards the end of laet century, was chiefly 
carried on by means, of clum*y brlga, ranging from 160 to 100 
tons register. IVsseujrers from Edinburgh com» . 
ffsrred making tho trip by (ho smuckn whist Mfffed s* lines be- 
twwMk Berwick and London, and this ir..ili<- im-reo-ed so greatly 
iJwt. in 1791, the company removed Ibeif head quarters to Letih 
end merely touched at Berwick on tbeif voyage for their eargvea 
of salmon. 

I r:»2.— Tonnage &t this date, 18,468. 

1792. — In thn year, when the Radical "Friends of (he People" 
were alarming the authorities with the announcement of ihtir 
intention to hold a Convention of Delegate* at Kdinburgh 
milters were further complicated by tbe sailors at Leith having, 
positively refused to go to sea unless they received a considerably 
advance of wages. On tho 17lh of the month n meeting ivus 
held, in order, if possible, to acenmraodale the differences ; It was 
attended by the Provost of the City, tbe Sheriff, ihe two Bailiea 
of Leith, and a number of merchants and shipmasters Irum tho 
Port. After a lengthened deliberation, it was agreed thai tho 
following terms should be offtred to tho sailors who were " on 
strike " at Leith, via. : — 

1. The Run to London, in place of Three Guineas, to be 
£4, 15s., in full of wages loading or ubkadiiig. 

2. The Run to Hull, £3 in full. 
9. The Ran to Newcastle, £2, 10s. in fall. 

4. All other runs to bo in proportion to the above*. 

5. The monthly wages, in place of 30s. to be £2, and tha 
sailors to pay Greenwich money, and to bo at liberty to pay 
poor's money to the Trinity Hospital or not as they phase, but, 
in case they don't pay, to have no benefit from the funds uf that 
home. 
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but 
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W*- TWwieea at best* to get 10a. of taoataly mccey<e£ of 

7. The* ike raoeakJy wi|« thai] coaumoe until the iiii 
an a Wlwg o d by the rwr, snd shall W in foil of ail demand*. 

1W vnipmH hariag sec wixh ike ananifmi 
Ik* e/ ike merckanfc* Bad ■hi|i —sail i ia Leith, ii «u 
lor Ik* aeeeptassr* rtf the aeiWrs, and they were *• required 
es.joc&*d ieaiwediater/ to rehire to their darty, and bafcare in 
most peaceable manner, with certification that if, titer tbia i*t» 
they tkoaeJ We fonod asswnblwr; U any tumultuous mann er, or 
nope or imped* uy person whatever is the execution of 
duty, th+y would be prosecuted tad punished in term* of lew." 

trms, bowerer, appear to hare been agreeable to 
tai'vra. at ibey at once returned to their duty, and toe mi 
tniaawer* Uft free to deal with the Friends of the Pi 
many of whom, at it veil known, were arretted and Dried 
11. .u f> t*J i ; J:;c.:ciry. 
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I8nn. — Government advanced £95,909 to the city of 
burgh ud security of the Duck roTeouc*. 

1S00. — Eastern Wet Dock commenced this year — iiuiahcd 
1806. 

1&02.— Tonnage at (hit date, 18,341. 
„ —In this year, in consequence of the great and incrtts 
ing traffic between LeUh and Londoo, the merchants of Leitii 
re-nlv?d to establish a line for themselves. Tkt Edinburgh 
Lritk Shipping Co. was accordingly established, and con 
the trade with six smacks. 

1804. — The Britannia, n Leith smack, beat off a Ff 
privateer without loss to herself. 

180S-— A further Bum of £25,000 was advanced by Goi 
ent lo Edinburgh oa the Dock property. 

1S05. — The Swallow, Leith smack, was attacked off Flan- 
bt.ro' Ue&il by a French Privateer of 14 guns, which she beat 
off by ft woU-uirocled 6ro of grapa and round shot. 

1805. — Seicn vessel* sailed on the ISth February fri ihis Teal 
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Whale Fishery, and it it noted as Iho greatest number 
cr3ailod from Leila in any one year. 
180S— WhIuV.- Faad established by Sliip Musters n Leith. 
„ — Tonnage it this date, '10,{YM. 

Be London and Edinburgh Shipping Company coui- 
:ed with ten smacks, 
tin. — Second Dock commenced, completed in IS 1 7. 
(12. — First *tenm-boat intruduccd into the Firth. II wh 
icdjilic Lady of tho Lake, and plied between Leilh and 



lit. — The London and Leith Old Shipping Company formed 
oct of the original Leith and Berwick, wad established with lis 
smacks. 

1812.— Caslom IIousb erected at a cost of £12,617. 

IS 15— Kdinburgh, Glasgow, and Leith Shipping Company 
was established, la 1830 it formed a junction with tho Edin- 
burgh and Leith Co., and conjointly they sailed eight smacks. 

1817.— Western Douk coinpleLed in this year, total cost, 
£285,108. 

1817-— Trinity House rebuilt, cost £2600. 

1618.— Morton's Pateut Slip iuvenlcd, and the first one con- 
structed laid down hy the patenLee at the upper pari of the old 
harbour. 

1800. — Edinburgh and Leith Seaman's Friendly Society 
instituted. 

1H21 — A company was formed trader the title of tht " London 
and Edinburgh Stonm Packet Co.,'' with three steamers, tho 
City of Edinburgh, Jnmes Watt, and 8oho. In 1936 this com. 
pany was merged in the General Steam Navigation Company. 

1831. — Tho City of Edinburgh borrowed from Government 
£240,(J00, on the security of the dues from Leith Docks. 

1826. — The first pile of the extended pier was driveu ou the 
iSth August, " the fourth anniversary of the King's visit.'' 
1820. — Mens Meg lauded at Leilh, 

1831.— The London, Leith, Edinburgh, andGlasgow Shipping 
added steamers to their sm.uclcs. 
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k 1888.— In this year an Act of Parliament was passed autho- 
rising, amongst other millers, the expenditure u £1!5,0<W 
i.eiili Docks. 

1844. — Smaoks having bocn found too oxpcnsiTO to build 
maintain, from the number of men required to uiniice 
buge and unwieldy sails, they were superseded by clippers. 

1H44. — Tonnage entering harbour comprised 71,401 ti 
British, and 53,316 tons of foreign ships, engagt'i 
trade, with 237,523 tons of coasters. 

1846. — A tax of one abilltiu/, lor each passenger, is levu 
Granton by the Duke of Bucclcueb, on the London steai 

18-47.— Gorcr omen I grant of £135,000 obtained for a 
Dock. 

1849.— Registered tonnage at thin date, 22,499. 
1850.— Dues on shipping £10,166, dues on goods, • 
1851. — New Dock completed, but not opened until 1&.V2, 
it was named the "Victoria Duck." 

1853 First screw steamer Irom Lelth to London put 

station. 

1864. — Tonnage entering harbour conipriatU 04,739 it 
British, und 70.847 una of foreign ships, engaged in ft 
trade, with 253,114 tons of coasters, Grain imported, 453/ 
quarters, 

18o9— Rifle Volunteer Corps formed in Leith, and 
successfully organised and equipped. D. K. Macgregor, 
Lieutenant. Colonel. 

186a— The Harbour and Docks Bill passed the How 
Lords on the 19th July. This Act cancelled the debt uf al 
£230,000 due to the Treasury, for a present payment 
£50,00 J. The passing ot the nieomro, and its commercial 
portance to tho Port, was recognised by the community nil 
display of fireworks, and the ringing of the church -be Us, 

1860 Foundation of Corn Exchange laid with roast 

honours on tho 1 6th October. Tha property, which cost tl 
£6500, was erected by a company of shareholders. 

1664.— Tonnage entering harbour comprised 56,215 





Uh sailae; 
Bnti-b 
OOO fonia 
■d, 0.S6.SS9 

i, and Qmk, tsyx* tow*. D^oiAini^flMM 
cm good* isaport*< XI >>^, a&4 caponed £31 



jr wnrk ia now wtrif aaaee**, tat era taaaet lay it < 
I without adverting however briefy, to aee** of the aaaaa 
ainrnt emito which b«»e narked oar local his t or y in mass 
i. Development u the order «f the day. ead Leiih bag svt 

■low to illuctraae the fiaec Sh* has risen baoyaatJy apoa 

tidil wtre of p ro gre ss which ha* •iiaio li*e*e Uat f*w 
s swept through oar cation at Urge, and aba look* forward 
lolly to a still higher and fuller measure of prosperity . Th* 
iftse of oar trade and commerce has been rapid and r, : 
furm the beet evidence and wearily that the prosperity now 
oed is real and permanent l>>ok at a few comparative 

be iring on the revenue and <atucics of the Port, 
la first official return which bears the date of 1592 sfaowi 
the ships then belonging to the Port comprised ao eggre- 

of 1702 loos. la 1792, or precisely one baadred yean 
•after this had increased to 18,468 ions. From that tina" 
ird, steady aod Urge accascioas continued to be made, so 
in 1354, the number of Boiling vessels Here 181, of I 

and J3 steamers of 3345 tons. In 1S64 the former stood 

25, of 2a,*07 ions, and the latter at B6. of 22,282 

This inciease is to somo cxtoat attributable to the larger 

of sailing vessels which hare of late years sprung into de- 
1, and to the number of large and splendid steamers which 

been added to the shipping property of the Purt. The 
it, indeed, to which steam is now employed in the carrying 
I of our port is most remarkable and encouraging. It boa 
[oped new resources of commerce, and added not a little to 
jtncral prosperity of tbo town. Turning lo the revenue of 
I, XXIV. 
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Uw Docks and Harbour, we find thai in 1763 the ibmob 
at the modest sum of £ 580. At that period there wa* *>' 
accommodation, except that afforded by somo very lisutd 
•tructiou immediately opposite the present Custom Buuse, 
oldest of our Wet Docks was begun in ISuo, and with uw 
grating docks on its north side, was completed in 1817, uU 
of £28D,1hS. Tue revenue, of course, greatly increased, iw 
the year ending May 18*11, the dues on shipping nlnoe ■*• 
X 1 1,349, 1 8s., and on good* exported and imported, £8829, &.» 
In 1850 the amount derived from the former lourco 
£10,3)30, 13a. 3d., and from the latter, £13,034, 13s. 3d, «t"' 
in the year ending May 1664 the figures were £16,155, 0i. W 
Lr.d £23,635, 3s. 3d. Between these two Lou named yean tii 
retention and ox tension of trade tod necessitated the comlructia) 
of another dock, now Known as the Victoria Dock, A giatsl, 
dock, on the east side of the harbour, was begun towards A 
end of the year 1858, liter plans prepared by "Mr UendeL I 
work was carried on under a contract with Mr Alexander ff 
sr n, Granton, and brought to a successful termination in i 
beginning of 1863. The dock is 400 feet long, and about SO '* 
broad. It has no floodgates, but instead of those there is an tt 
caisson, the upper surface of which foruu a ruadway for co 
munication with the east pier. On the same Bide of the hartx 
and immediately coatiguons to this dock, another wet doek a 
process of construction. The outer embankment, which will 
ubuul 3460 feet in length, encloses au area of 36 acres of grot 
which hus been entirely reclaimed from the sen. "Within I 
area a wot dock of about 10$ aorea in extent will bo construe! 
having a length of 11 00 Feet, and a breadth of 450 feet, 
lock will open from a large entrance basin, the outer pool bs| 
too narrow to allow of a direct entrance from the harbour. 
«ill be 8fi( feet long, by 60 fcot wide, and it is expected W b| 
a depth i f 264 feat of water oa the sill during spang tides- 
estimated eoai is about £230,000. The works are, whikj 
write, ij-jing vigorously forwarded, but some years must oli 
before they can be undo available for the purposes of trade. 
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other improvements which hava lately be«ro and 

Off carried out in connection with our harbour and 

to im*-t the necessities of onr increasing traffic, will 

his one of the finest ports on tha east coa^f. A 

ritiug of Leith some short time prior to the begin- 

a century, says, " The harbour is generally crowded 

i different parts, the dock being; capable * «f ad. 

ips of 150 loos." Now tobscIs of a thousand tuna or 

enter the harbour safely, and tlud (be accommodation 

either for trading or fur the undergoing of repairs. 

1844 the tonnaga entering too harbour comprised 

of British ships, and 53,316 tons of foreign ships, 

the foreign trade, and 037,323 tons employed in ilie 

la 1654 tbo firs* of those stood at 64.739 tons, the 

70,847 toos, and tbo third at U58,C16 tons. In the 

n.i- ]."th May leG-I, the returns show that the foreign 

British sitting ships included, 50,215 tons, by Brilbh 

] Hi, 733 tons, and by foreign-owned ships of sll 

5,006 ; whilo in the coasting trodo wo bad 301,378 Ions 

Teasels, and 5007 Lena of foreigners. These figures, 

include the repeated voyages of the same veMi>l< 

y'-'sr, a cirunm3(anoo which ft-WaUl t!w 
oily of steamers j but the tigurss form «. 
by which to compare the progress of ibu Tori, As a 
.1 this, the qnnntity and variety of Imports and txpoitl 
greatly angioi-ntt'd. Tbe ships ent+m.jj our harbour 
DUitira of every maritime nation. Bi 
b direct road bottfctsi tfc ■ atftl grain 

the consuming thousands of tha ooaimsrotal and amrm- 
towns of tl.fr south and w*»t, her importations of crun 
by year iocrcawf, uoi*l la ibis r«tp««t ah* (>m ai 
above alt otfwr ports iu ttuvtlaud, wul hn 
ih plbca aavong 1!. 
bare atatej It 
titfaordmarr, list "UtwiAt tits 4 tha 
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sixth August 1596, 06 ships arrived in Leilh haven wi 1 
At the som» season, now-a-daye, a oouplo of tidea ol 
into the harbour as large a .fleet. Tbe quantity of gram un 
ported 10 the year closing I5th May 1351 was 453,000 <\n„ srd, 
ai the taino period last year, 658,550 qrs. Timber and guano 
beve been the other itaple imports, and coal and iron the chief 
exports. Increased facilities are aiTonl action. »;ta 

Iho docket for discharging and loading cargoes, '.and tbo tranship- 
menl of goods. The docks are bow iutcrwoTon into tha.1 »asi 
net-work of railway coinniumeation which reaches to all parts of 
tbe kingdom, and every point of the compass. Ttie last j"i;ned 
Imk ia this direction was the formation of the Caledonian [Kail- 
way branch lino between Loiih and Granion, baring a ji>uc;i-ri 
with the main Una, which traverses a district rich with cool a.ul 
mineral. This brsnch line was began in March 186S, and 
opened for traffic on the Ut September 1864. The lino ii 
nearly two miles and three quarters in length. The ttroiinui 
at the docks, ou which are erected the station and goods sheds Eu 
dados about eleven acres of ground, entirely reclaimed fromtba 
aca. Tbe construction of this line has sweptjaway tliat vile b.tI 
loag'&taudiug nuisance kaowu aa the " raaa-trsp," the place 
that once knew it being now spanned by a handsome bridge, 
firming pari of the recently formed roadway named, in honour 
of our present Provost, tho "Lindsay Road," and which unites 
Leith with its suburb Nowharen and the district beyond. These 
dock and railway extensions have undoubtedly promoted to a 
groat oxtont a wider commercial intercourse advantageous to the 
Fort. But perhaps no more important measure was ever 
secured to Leila lhau that which passed the House of Lords on 
the ysd July I860, end which, as the Dock and Harbour Act, 
became on and after that date part and pared of thusc laws 
which regulate the management of our special local interests. 
We cannot here trace the history of the measure, or those varied 
and anxious preliminary agitations and negotiations by which it 
was preceded, tuflice.it to say that it cancelled the dubl due to the 
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amounting to about £240,000, and for which they 
lea property in security, for a present payment of 
£50,000. It was a most liberal arrangement oh the part of the 
Treasury, and was hailed by the community with the utmost 
satisfaction, the announcement of it being: celebrated by a grand 
display of fireworks on the Links, and the ringing of the chnreh 
bolls. This relief from indefinite debt and boadago baa greatly 
accelerated in this community, the growth of that self-dependence 
and free action far which our fathers sighed in Tain In days that 
are past. The services and zeal of onr present representative in 
Parliament— Mr William Miller — in securing this measure, 
were duly acknowledged at a public dinner giren him in the 
Assembly Booms on the 3d November 1866. The chair was 
occupied by Provost Lindsay, and the company numbered gen. 
tlemon representing all shades of political creed. The hon- 
ourable member was in the course cf the evening presented with 
a handsome e/)tryne, bearing tha following inscription : — "Pre- 
sented to William Miller, Esqniie of Mandertlon, M.P. for tho 
Leith District of urghs, by a number of the constituency of 
Leit'.i and others interested in its commerce, to mark their sense 
of hia services to the Port of Leith ; and especially of bis exer- 
tions to Bocure tho independence of the Port from external con- 
trol, which resulted in the passing of ' The Leith Harbour and 
Docks' Act(l BOO).' w 

Next in onr indebtedness stands Provost Lindsay, who 
with praiseworthy and zealous effort co-operated locally for tho 
promotion of the scheme from its origination to its final triumph* 
The bill was further supported by the unanimous voice of tha 
public bodies in Leith, and the good services of Lord Advocate 
Monoricff, Sir William Dunbar, and MrLaing, then Secretory 
to the Treasury. Since that period the opportunity to run a 
free raoo in harbour and dock improvement has been afforded* 
and, as it will be seen from this narrative, to some extent taken 
advantage of. 

To meet the requirements of her increasing trade in grain and 
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other produce, and to facilitate tho operations of bay on and 
Sellers, Leith recently added ft Corn Exchange to ber public 
buildiugs. Tho building which was erected after plans by Messr) 
I & Kinnear, Edinburgh, occupies the site of the old ns*al 
yard, at the junction of Constitution Street, Bernard Street, and 
Baltic Street. Tho foundation atone was Laid with masonl: 
honours on tho 16th October L86 r J, and the building when fin- 
i -shod cost about £6500, subscribed by a joint stock company, 
Dontjstipg chiefly of merchants belonging to tho Port Oat- 
wardly it is a charts and elegant structure, witli plain Italian 
fro&t ; the main entrance, surmounted by a massive and impos- 
ing domed tower, being in the angle facing each of tho street* 
already named, A deep freestone belting runs along the 
length of the building on the Constitution Street aide, on which 
art? beautifully earred figures and designs illustrating the conjoined 
oatorpriao of ogriculturo and commerce. Intoroally tho building 
is fitted with stalls and other conveniences, suited to the idbli 
objects for which the structure was reared. It was originally 
intended to let tho building occasionally as a hall for publie 
meetings, aud it was accordingly fitted with an orchestra, but ia 
yet uosupplied with seats. It has therefore been but seldom 
called into requisition for this purpose. It has, howercr, 
echoed to the now silent Toioe of Lord Palmerston, on his 
visiting Leith on the Sd April 1863 ; and Prince Alfred graced 
it by his presence ou the occasiou of a grand rolunteer concert. 
In recent years, several branches of manufacture, hitherto but 
little known in tho burgh, have boon introduced, and public 
works, warehouses, and dwelling-houses, hare greatly multi- 
plied. The large ioterreniug spaces of ground whieh separated 
the town proper from its scantily populated suburbs, are being 
rapidly filled up by numerous tokens of commercial energy and 
material prosperity. The increased house accommodation is a 
gratifying sign, but there is still clamant necessity for the erec- 
tion of comfortable dwellings attainable by the humbler class 
oar artisan and labouring population. Inattention to this 
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dueos and extends physical inffering, disease, ami death, while 
at the same time il perpetuates and vitalises all the forma o 
moral corruption aud defilement. Aa the ruinous and wretched 
hovels in list lanes uud clo.se* uf the town ore cleared out, we 
any reasonably expect to increase the health and average length 
of daye of those who livo in them, and contribute not a litilu t<* 
the extirpation of the moral ptsulunoe which riots in bes'i 
and leaves ib* offspring a burden and a care to society ut | 
Happily local autharitija are now everywhere alive to thu 11:1 
pTtunco of sanitary reform. Since the election of Provost 
Lindsay to the honours of the civic chair, Leitli has made innni- 
>Ivances in this direction. Monthly and yearly itaiiiflM of 
mortality have boon laid bitfara the Council, street* have been 
widened, recausewayed, and improved •, tbc nuisances arising 
! ubllu works have been C&reftlUy reported 00, and are now 
being prudently denlt with: and in general the Council have 
u'nit'il with considerable sucoussat thu promo tu»u of the physical 
comfort of the cwumuniiy. Among Lrgor in.u-.urca adopted 
with ibis intent, we may note the erection of a sluugliler-housu 
in Salamander Street, at an expense to the Burgh of some £6000, 
after pluii3 by Mr Cousin, architect, Edinburgh. It contains nisi 
large and efficiently lilted booths, with a shed attached tj each, 
as well as nil the other requirements of such an establishment. 
It wn* furmally oppned on the 9th of April 1863, and since 
then blnughtoring of cattle in any other part *of tlio Burgh has 
been strictly prohibited. 

But thd most important as well as the most gigantic sanitary 
undertaking is that for intercepting the sewage of Edinburgh 
and Luith which has for years flowed into the Wutor of Leith, 
and been carried by it through the very heart of oor town, 
occasioning a nuisance which, during the suratni'r season, and at 
low water, was almost intolerable. For this purpnae a capacious 
conduit is to be constructed from Collbrid»e to the Block Rocks, 
a distance of aj mi lus, and drainiv^ in its eour.se an area of about 
700 acres, populatud by naarly 87,000 people. The entire 
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estimated eost of £5?, 400, and tho future maintenance of the 
work?, will be met by an equal and uniform rate of assessment 
on all property within the district draiued, that principle hariDg 
bees «trentinu*Iy contended for by the authorities of Leith and 
opposed by thaw of the city, but ultimately approved by the 
Lord Justice General, to whom the qoesiion w/aa referred by 
mutual consent. The Dock Commission also agreed to oontri* 
hut* £4tif)i towards the expense. The worts are now being 
part ad f. Tward, nod are expected to be completed about tee 
close of 1866. North Leith is also shortly to be traversed with 
an efficient main drain, with an outlet towards the sea, at so 
outlay of some £5000. to be defrayed by an assessment on 
proprietors cod a contribution r,( £1000 from the Funds of toe 
D »ck Commission. As another sanitary measure, we may refer 
to the passing of the " Police and Improvement (Scotland) Act, 
1883," or popularly the *' Lindsay Act." For although it? 
enactments am operative in Scotland, wherercr adopted by the 
local authorities, its birth-place w*s Leith, and its author or 
compiler nur praswmt chief magistrate, Praeost Lindsay. Hi* 
laborious and praiseworthy efforts in the preparation of tho Act, 
and it3 subsequent progress through Parliament, were gnce- 
fully acknowledged by tlie formal presentation of a testimonial, 
■rmg of a marble bast of Prorost Lindsay, f-xecuted by 
Brcxlit', and an elegantly designed candelabra. Thu prose ntattoQ 
took place at a public dinner held in the Waterloo Hotel, Edin- 
burgh, on the I3th0otober 1364, presided over by Lord IV 
Lawson. The bust which now rands in the Coaneil Chambers, 
bears the fallowing inscription ; — '• To William Lindsay, Esq., 
Provost of Leiih, whose enlightened zeal, indomitable perse- 
verance, and public spirit, secured for Sroilanl the * fletiprrit 
Police and Improvement (Soalland) Aet, 1868.'" It has already 
been adopted by a large number of Burghs throughout Scotland, 
many of which mmU have lacked for years the advantages of 
sach legislative enactments had they been left t 
re source e. 
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Another sanitary advance has been made by the limitation of 
interments in Sonth Leith Church-yard. 

Owing to frequent complaints as to the overcrowded state of 
the church-yard, the kirk-session, at the instance of the Town 
Council, adopted certain arrangements by which the annual 
number of interments has been diminished nearly one half. 
This took place in August 1063, and the sanitary results cannot 
but be beneficial to the community. 

Until of late years the appearance of town church-yards was 
sombre and unsightly in the extreme. Weeds of the rankest 
growth flourished unchecked in all directions. It was rarely 
that a single floweret was permitted to rear its head within the 
gloomy and repulsive enclosure. Enduring sorrow was thought 
to be best typified by a slovenly disregard of the last resting 
place of those for whom we mourned. Those who rentured to 
break through the established practice, by cultivating a few 
flowers on the little mound which covered the dust of their 
dearest, were thought to display an affectation at variance with 
the gloomy rules which sincere sorrow had prescribed, and hence 
the custom found few to adopt it, save among those who had 
been nurtnred in another clime. The formation of suburban 
cemeteries, in late years, is effecting a rapid change on the ap- 
pearance of our city church-yards. The taste displayed in lay- 
ing out the grounds of the various cemeteries has met with a 
general and liberal response, and the town burying-places are 
travelling with slow and reluctant steps in the path which their 
modern competitors have so successfully opened up. Intra- 
mural interments are a disgrace to the age, maintained and con- 
tinued as they are, in the face of the sanitary knowledge and 
experience which have been brought to bear upon them. Ceme- 
teries have greatly mitigated this evil, and there is now a rea- 
sonable hope that the bury tug-grounds, Hituated in large towns, 
will speedily cease to be the noxious nurseries of disease and 
pestilence which, anfortanately, has hitherto been their mottt 
distinguishing feature. 
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Tho burning ground of South Leith has few peculiarities 
culling for especial remark. It possesses few sepulchral sne- 
uiorials which, either from their antiquity, or their peculiar 
associations, deserve a record here. In 1609 the bones of Robert 
Logan of Roetolrig, who had been implicated in the Cowrie 
Conspiracy, were dug oat of this churchyard, and, in consequi'Lce 
of soma letters which had been discovered, and the confession 
of » notary at Eyemouth, solemnly arraigned at the bar of the 
Scottish Parliament. These mouldering relics hiring offered no 
defenee, doom of forfeiture was duly pronounced, in the follow- 
ing manner. " David Lyndesny, dempster of Parliament,' 1 pro- 
claimed that this court u decerns and declares the name, ai senary, 
and dignity of the said uuiwhile Robert Logan fro be extinct and 
abolished, and his arms cancelled, riven, and deleted fnrth of the 
hooka of arms and nobility, to that his posterity shall be ex- 
cluded, oiid be unable to possess or enjoy any offices, honour*, 
dignities, tenements, rooms, rents, possessions, or goods tuu'e- 
able or immoveable, rights, and others whatsomever, within thin 
kingdom in all time coming; and thai all the said goods, &c. to 
becflcbeat and forfeited to our sovereign lord, to appertain and 
remain perpetually with his majesty in property — and this I give 
for doom." The bone* of Logan were afterwards rcinterred, 
and, wo quote fmm Dr Robertson— u in 1847 8, daring tat 
uherations en St Mary's Church, a coffin, covered with rich 
purple velvet, was discovered under tho session room, where no 
interment had taken place for many years, which imagination 
might be excused for supposing to be thnt of Logan. Thocramam, 
now In the writer's possession, is sufficiently curious, from the 
etistence of on extensive fracture through the perietal bone, 
• » * and might further tend to associate (1 
remains with the turbulent Logan," 



David Lindsay, an eminent minister of Leith, who Iselsewhere 
referred to, was buried here, according to Spottiswoode, * I 
own directions, as desiring to rest with that people on whom he 
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Jiad taken great pains during bis life." Many of the fine old 
■tones with richly cured inscriptions, which were scattered over 
various parts of the chorch-yard, were, on the renoTation of the 
church, introdaced into the paTement leading to the gallery at 
the east end of the church. The dates on these stones are as 
early as 1584. A very chaste monument, the work of A. H. 
Ritchie, was erected by prirate subscription , to the memory of 
that right-hearted man and true poet— Robert Gilfillan— 
whose remains were interred here. 

Connected with the out-of-the-way corner used as North 
Leith. Church-yard, there is little of interest Owing to the 
wane of a new retaining wall, the Water of Leith hab unfor- 
tonately conreyed a considerable portion of it out to sea. Here 
lie the remains of Robert Nicoll, a poet of great promise and no 
mean performance, who died at the early sge of 24, and even in 
that short probation had, in the estimation of competent judges, 
' established a claim to be considered as " Scotland's second 
Barns." 

Rosebsnk Cemetery, which occupies a beautiful site, nearly 
equi-distant from Edinburgh and Leith, may be considered as 
the cemetery of Leith. It was originated by a company of 
shareholders, and first opened for interments on the 20th Sep- 
tember 1846. The grounds are kept in most excellent 
order, and its floral embellishment is carried to great per- 
fection. The average annual number of interments now ex- 
ceeds 700. 

While thus advancing in material prosperity, Leith has not 
been unmindful of higher claims. The patriotism of her inha- 
bitants early called into existence and still maintains a volunteer 
rifle corps, which for numbers, discipline, and efficiency, can 
claim an honourable place in this national voluntary service. 
Several new churches, too, have been recently built, and many 
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•clicmes of Christian bonorolonoci have apposed in ao ttii 
lucuurr, ftad Lave met ft prompt tad liberal response. 

Such tTo a few of too leading movementi which mark 
progress and dopclopmont of the town. Wo havo woren thorn 
im« toYw«b of &atiquftrifta ood traditional storj, in the hups 
that so uniwd Lhey may jriuW lo ll>" iv-ider both instruction and 
pleuure. 













Date Due 

























































































































STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 




C.1 



DA 890 L5.H9 1865 
Tales, traditions and antlqult 

Stanford University Liorarlea 



II 








